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An abrupt change to the census
deadline is increasing fears of an

undercount in Texas
BY ALEXA URA | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

The Census Bureau on Monday lopped a month off the time people have to respond to the
2020 count. Texas is already lagging behind the country in response rates, with low-
income and Hispanic Texans at high risk of being missed. Photo/Newsweek

(TXT) - For months, as Texans have been asked
to stay home to avoid the spread of the new
coronavirus, Jennifer Edwards has been doing the
rounds at gas stations in a trio of counties near the
Texas-Louisiana border.

Volunteering as a census community organizer,
the Tarleton State University professor reasoned
that gas stations, like grocery stores, would continue
to see foot traffic during the pandemic. Setting up
a booth just outside the front doors offered her face
time with essential workers to deliver an essential
message — please fill out the census.

But on Monday evening, the U.S. Census Bu-
reau upended the timeline Edwards and hundreds
of other organizers, volunteers and local officials had
been working under. After previously stating the
census would run through Oct. 31, the bureau an-
nounced it was cutting the count short by a month,
moving up the deadline for responding to Sept. 30.

The October cutoff had offered organizers cru-
cial overtime for the count after the coronavirus
pandemic derailed a ground game for canvassing
and outreach efforts that in some regions of the
state had been in the works for years. Now, the ear-
lier deadline is heightening risks that Texas will be
undercounted and that some Texans, particularly
those who are low-income or Hispanic, will be
missed in the count as the coronavirus pandemic
continues to ravage their communities.

The schedule change comes at a key point in
the count. The bureau has started its door-to-door
campaign to follow up with households that have
not yet filled out the census online, by phone or by
mail, but census workers won’t reach some com-
munities in Texas, like the Rio Grande Valley, that
are at the highest risk of being missed until next
week.

If the census is carried out properly, Texas
should post huge population gains since 2010 with
more than 3.8 million new residents, according to
the bureau’s latest estimates. Those estimates indi-

cate Hispanics will account for more than half of
that growth.

While other states earmarked millions of dol-
lars to marshal outreach encouraging census re-
sponse, Republican state leaders in Texas chose not
to put any money toward the high-stakes, hard work
of counting communities, leaving it up to a brigade
of local government employees, service providers
and volunteers to fill the gap. But invitations to fill
out the census ended up landing in mailboxes just
as the coronavirus took hold of the state and shut
down outreach efforts. The bureau also temporarily
shut down its field operations, delaying invitations
to Texas households that were supposed to get cen-
sus materials dropped off at their doors.

Months into the count, not even 3 out of ev-
ery 5 households in Texas have responded to the
census. The state’s 57.9% response rate puts it sev-
eral points lower than the national average and at
39th place in rankings by response rates among
states, Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico.

As of Monday, just one county — Jackson
County on the Gulf Coast — had received responses
to date at a rate equaling the 2010 count. Less than
10% of cities had reached that marker. And response
rates were lower in census tracts with larger shares
of Hispanic residents or those with more people liv-
ing in poverty, Valencia said.

An incomplete count directly imperils the fu-
ture of the state because the census flows down to
Texans’ daily lives for an entire decade. It serves as
the funding basis for everything from early child-
hood programs to highway planning and construc-
tion. Data derived from the count is used for com-
munity building, guiding where grocery stores are
built and whether schools will be large enough to
host students in a community. The once-a-decade
count is also about power, with the population fig-
ures used to determine how many seats Texas gets
in Congress and how to distribute voters into politi-
cal districts.

Private
schools in
Texas limit
enrollment
as they aim
to reopen

classrooms
BY STACY

FERNÁNDEZ
The Texas Tribune

(TXT) - Private
schools weighing
whether to reopen their
campuses as the
coronavirus pandemic
continues face a differ-
ent calculus than their
public counterparts. The
fewer students in class-
rooms, the more income
lost. But if they fall short
on safety, private
schools are more vulner-
able to lawsuits than
public schools.

Texas has about
900 accredited private
schools that served
about 250,000 students
last academic year, ac-
cording to the Texas Pri-
vate Schools Associa-
tion. Even with many
Texas parents desper-
ately seeking schools to
take their children, pri-
vate school enrollment
is expected to drop for
the next academic year,
industry leaders and
school leaders say.

Our challenges
continue to

protect Black
Lives

   It appears that as the
protesters continue their
demonstrations calling
for the the city leaders
Defund Police, there
seems to be very little
effort to do so.
   The message seems to
be misunderstod. The
call is not to dismantle
the police department,
ithey are calling for city
leaders to invest some of
the money that is spent
by the Police
Department could be
used in a different
manner to provide
protection for the entire
community.
   And as the protesters
continue to march and
demand action, unarmed
citizens are still being
killed daily by the people
who have taken an oath
to protect them.
   It appears that the
police are only trained to
do one thing and that is
to kill people.  They
come to every encounter
with their guns drawn.
And if that was not
enough, they also are
applying the choke holt
to resatrain people who
are for the most part is
not resisting arrest.
   This over reaction on
the part of the police is
encouraging more
citizens to arm
themselves before
calling before calling for
help from law
enforcement.
   It seems that peaceful
demonstration are a
thing of the past.
Citizens seem to have no
right to ask for fair
treatment by any level of
govermnent.  As a result,
more citizens are
beginning to take the law
into their own hands.
    The government
needs to return rights to
the citizens.  If not, we
are headed back to the
wild wild west where
everyone will be
strapping on their guns.
   If that happens, we will
wake up one morning
and find out that we have
been taken over by
another country.
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Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l

Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,

Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,

Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am

BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net

www.newlincolnmbc.org
Rev. Darron E. Patterson

Pastor

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.

Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval

Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase

a monthly ad for your
church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church
690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor Ph: (512) 626-3660

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Project Power Releases Globally on Netflix August 14
Submitted by Naomi Richard | THE VILLAGER

Project Power
Courtesy of NETFLIX.

(VILLAGER) - On
the streets of New Or-
leans, word begins to
spread about a mysteri-
ous new pill that unlocks
superpowers unique to
each user. The catch: You
don’t know what will
happen until you take it.
While some develop bul-
letproof skin, invisibility,
and super strength, oth-
ers exhibit a deadlier re-
action.

At the heart of
Project Power are three
characters each fighting
through their own sys-
tems in order to set
things right. Robin (Do-
minique Fishback) is a
teenage dealer and as-
piring rapper trying to
make ends meet by
pushing the drug known
as Power in the streets
of New Orleans. She
finds an older brother-
like protector in Frank
(Joseph Gordon-Levitt),
a friendly but compli-
cated local cop. He es-
sentially works with
Robin and uses the pills
she peddles as a means

to upend the power
structures within his
own police force. Robin’s
phenomenal abilities as
an artist aren’t recog-
nized, however, until
“The Major” (a former
soldier Jamie Foxx) rolls
into town seeking to ful-
fill a secret vendetta
against the people re-
sponsible for creating
Power.

The film is written
by Mattson Tomlin and
marks the first major
feature film for the
screenwriter who began
penning the draft for
Project Power in a coffee
shop in 2016 when he
was a mere  25-year-old.
He’s since gone on to co-
write the upcoming film
THE BATMAN with di-
rector Matt Reeves and
will reteam with Joost &
Schulman (former
wunderkinds in their
own right) on MEGA
MAN.

“I grew up loving
comic books and super-
heroes — it was a big
part of my even learning
how to read — and I be-
gan writing the movie
knowing that the genre
had been going strong
for 20 years, but wanting
to be surprised by it
again,” says Tomlin. “And
my brain kind of lit on
fire at the idea of genre
mashing. Like, what if
you did 8 MILE or COL-
LATERAL, which are two
of my favorite films, as a
superpower movie? So I
jumped off with those
two as reference points.”

Rounding out
Tomlin’s cast are Emmy
Award-winner Courtney
B. Vance who plays Cap-
tain Craine, Frank’s boss
at the New Orleans Po-
lice Department (NOPD)
who may or may not
know more about Power
than he lets on; Colson
Baker (aka Machine Gun

Kelly) who makes his
third appearance in a
Henry & Rel film by play-
ing Newt, Robin’s cousin
and fellow Power dealer
who meets a fiery end
after an encounter with
Art; Rodrigo Santoro
who plays Biggie, the
main supplier of Power
who aims to take the
pills outside of New Or-
leans and onto a global
market; and Amy
Landecker as Gardner, a
scientist working for the
shadowy government
group Teleios and the
brains behind Power.

Catch the action-
packed hit and its star-
studded cast for Project
Power on Netflix begin-
ning August 14, 2020!

REMEMBER!

YOUR
VOTE

COUNTS.
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Football Fortunes
On The Rise
At Northeast

By John Harris Jr. | Villager Sports Columnist

(VILLAGER) - It ’s
been a frustrating sum-
mer for local high school
football teams as they
attempt to prepare for
the upcoming season in
the midst of COVID-19.
At Northeast Early Col-
lege, the frustrations run
even deeper.

“We talk to our
players and they all ask
us the same thing every
time: Are we playing this
year?” said assistant
coach Wayne Dungey,
who’s also a business
education teacher at the
high school formerly
known as Reagan. “We
don’t get to practice be-
cause of health con-
cerns. This is normally
the time when we can
teach them technique
and how to play the right
way. We don’t have that
right now.”

Like other 5A and
6A schools, Northeast
can’t officially begin
practicing until Septem-
ber 7. The Raiders first’
game is against Navarro
on September 24.

“We only have a few
weeks to get them accli-
mated,” Dungey said.

What’s more,
Northeast’s coaching
staff is trying to change

the culture of a program
that finished 3-7 last
year following an 0-5
start. The Raiders’ 2019
roster consisted of fewer
than 30 players. A total
of 18 players attended
the Raiders’ final sum-
mer practice on July 14.

Following a close
loss to McCallum last
season that knocked
Northeast from playoff
contention, head coach
AJ Mustafa described his
team this way: “You
don’t have to have an
army. You just have to
have a team that’s
bought in and do the
right things every day
and you can move
mountains.”

Dungey expanded
on that philosophy.

“We’re in the pro-
cess of trying to rebrand
the program to get more
kids excited who want to
put on that jersey and
come out and play and

be a part of something
special,” Dungey said.

Upgrading the
Raiders’ locker room to
provide the players with
a more comfortable en-
vironment is another
way to improve team
morale.

“When you think
about sports, yes, it’s
physical. But there’s also
a mental aspect to it,”
Dungey said. “Working
in inner-city schools, you
see the issues that a lot
of kids deal with. We’re
really investing in these
young men’s’ lives. For
some, sports have been
their escape. Getting the
support of the commu-
nity has a big impact
when they see fans in
the stands and the com-
munity buying into what
they’re doing. Whether
it’s football or academ-
ics, the biggest thing is
giving them hope for the
future.”

Wayne Dungey
Northeast Early College assistant coach

NEW SPECTRUM STORE
NOW OPEN IN ROUND ROCK

Store Will Serve Customers
While Adhering to Health and Safety Guidelines

(ROUND ROCK, TX)
– Charter Communica-
tions, Inc. announced
today the opening of a
new Spectrum Store in
Round Rock. The Spec-
trum store gives con-
sumers in Round Rock a
convenient option for
adding or managing
their Spectrum
Internet®, TV, Mobile or
Voice services.

“Our Spectrum
stores team is here to
help our local customers
who need support in
getting and staying con-
nected during these un-
certain times,” said
Pattie Eliason, Senior
Vice President, Spec-
trum Stores & Retail.
“Staff are working to
make our new store in
Round Rock a safe, con-
venient environment to
add or manage services,
shop for devices and ac-
cessories or make pay-
ments, while ensuring
we adhere to current lo-
cal and state health and
safety guidelines.”

The new Round
Rock store is located at
210 Louis Henna Blvd
Round Rock, TX 78664,
and is open from 10 a.m.

to 8 p.m., Mondays
through Saturdays and
from noon to 5 p.m. on
Sundays. To help protect
the safety of customers
and employees, and in
accordance with CDC
guidelines and state and
local orders, social dis-
tancing is required in the
store, with occupancy of
the store managed by
store employees. Spec-
trum stores are cleaned
and disinfected regu-
larly, with frequent
cleaning of high-touch
areas and hand sanitizer
available throughout the
store.

The new Spectrum
store offers the latest
devices and accessories
compatible with Spec-
trum Mobile, which is
designed to provide cus-
tomers the highest qual-
ity experience at great
value, including access
to next-generation 5G
service where available.
Customers can save up
to 40% on a single line
with unlimited data
compared to other na-
tional carriers.* They
also can bring their own
phone or choose from
among the latest mobile

devices and accessories.
Store visitors also

have the opportunity to
experience the power of
Spectrum Internet, fea-
turing starting speeds of
200 Mbps and plans
with connections up to 1
gigabit per second, as
well as the interactive
Spectrum TV App, which
gives customers access
to the Spectrum TV® con-
tent across a wide vari-
ety of platforms and de-
vices.

Along with sam-
pling and ordering Spec-
trum services, custom-
ers also can complete a
variety of transactions at
the store, including ac-
count payments and up-
grading or exchanging
equipment. Spectrum is
opening more than 15
new stores in Texas in
2020, on top of the 23
stores it opened in 2019.

Information on
Spectrum store loca-
tions can be found
online along with more
information about Spec-
trum products and ser-
vices. 24-hour customer
assistance is always
available at 1-855-707-
7328.

New Tool to Guide Decisions on Social
Distancing Uses Hospital Data and

Emphasizes Protecting the Vulnerable
(AUSTIN, TX) —

With communities
throughout the United
States combating surges
in COVID-19 cases and
hospitalizations, re-
searchers at The Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin
and Northwestern Uni-
versity have created a
framework that helps
policymakers determine
which data to track and
when to take action to
protect their communi-
ties. The model specifies
a series of trigger points
to help local entities
know when to tighten
social distancing mea-
sures to prevent hospi-
tals from being overrun
by virus patients. The
method also aims to
minimize the economic
impact to communities
by suggesting the earli-
est times for safely relax-
ing restrictions.

The framework is
described in a new pa-
per out today in the Pro-
ceedings of the National

Academy of Sciences.
The United States’

continued high rate of
infection means law-
makers around the
country need to con-
tinue to make decisions
about reinstating and
relaxing social-distanc-
ing measures. Using hos-
pital data, the new
model lets local leaders
know when it is time to
tap the brakes on re-
opening versus easing
restrictions.

For example, in
Austin, Texas, the mod-
elers applied this frame-
work to help city leaders
decide when to toggle
between five different
COVID-19 alert levels.
The city is now tracking
the daily number of new
hospital admissions, and
it recently tightened
measures when the data
surpassed the pre-
scribed threshold.

There are two key
components to success-
fully implementing the

strategy — closely moni-
toring data about hospi-
talizations for COVID-19
and ensuring communi-
ties protect those most
vulnerable to the dis-
ease.

“While many cities
have implemented alert
levels and new policies,
our research may be the
first to provide clear
guidance for exactly
what to track (hospital
admissions data) and
exactly when to act
(strict thresholds),” said
David Morton, chair and
professor of industrial
engineering and man-
agement sciences at
Northwestern and a co-
author of the paper.
“Communities need to
act long before hospital
surges become danger-
ous. Hospital admissions
data give an early indica-
tion of rapid pandemic
growth, and tracking
that data will ensure
that hospitals maintain
sufficient capacity.”
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Trump says Lewis made ‘big mistake’ by not
coming to his inauguration BY MARINA PITOFSKY | THE HILL

(THE HILL) - Presi-
dent Trump declined to
say during a new inter-
view whether he found
the late Rep. John
Lewis’s (D-Ga.) life “im-
pressive,” adding that
the longtime lawmaker
and civil rights icon
should have come to his
inauguration.

When asked how
he thinks history will re-
member Lewis, Trump
told Jonathan Swan on

“Axios on HBO”: “I don’t
know. I don’t know
John Lewis.”

“He chose not to
come to my inaugura-
tion. I never met John
Lewis, actually, I don’t
believe,” Trump added.

The president said
that he couldn’t “say one
way or the other”
whether he found
Lewis’s life “impressive.”

“I find a lot of
people impressive. I find

many people not im-
pressive,” Trump said
during the interview,
which aired late Mon-
day.

“He didn’t come to
my inauguration. He
didn’t come to my State
of the Union speeches,
and that’s okay, that’s
his right, and, again,
nobody has done more
for Black Americans
than I have. He should
have come. I think he

made a big mistake,”
Trump continued.

Lewis said that he
did not believe Trump
was a “legitimate presi-
dent” at the time of the
president’s inaugura-
tion, alleging that that
“the Russians partici-
pated in helping this
man get elected.”

The late Georgia
lawmaker also skipped
the president’s State of
the Union addresses.

When pressed by
Swan on whether or
not he found Lewis’s
story impressive,

The late Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.) Donald Trump

Trump responded that
Lewis” was a person that
devoted a lot of energy
and a lot of heart to civil
rights, but there were
many others also.”

Lewis, who died
last month, became the
first Black lawmaker in
the nation’s history to lie
in state in the Capitol.

He was one of the
original Freedom Riders
and the youngest speaker
at the March on Washing-
ton in 1963.

Lewis was also
beaten by an Alabama
state trooper and his skull

was fractured during the
1965 march across the
Edmund Pettus Bridge
that became known as
“Bloody Sunday.”

Trump said in the
interview he would
have “no objection” to
renaming the bridge
after Lewis.

Support for re-
naming the bridge has
spread in the wake of
Lewis’s death. A peti-
tion on Change.org to
rename the bridge has
garnered over 535,000
signatures as of Tues-
day morning.

We Want YOU! Advertise With
The VILLAGERhttp://austintexas.gov/covid19
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Travis County Democrats
Elect New Chair

VILLAGER NEWS -
As the Travis County
Democratic chair steps
down, it's the Travis
County Precinct Chair's
responsibility to elect
the next Party Chair.
Monday, August 3, 2020,
all representatives of the
Travis County Chair
joined a zoom confer-
ence call to cast their
votes.

The first thing of
business was to hear
from competing candi-
dates, Katie Naranjo and
Ed Espinoza. Both candi-
dates spoke for approxi-
mately four minutes, in
which hey laid out their

by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

Pictured left to right are: Judge Meachum with
Katie Naranjo. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

agendas.
Finally, the precinct

chair voted to elect Katie

Naranjo as their new
Travis County Demo-
cratic Party Chair.

Jacquita with the Williamson County Black Democrats.

Wilco Black Democrats Outraged
Over Confederate Statues

by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

VILLAGER NEWS -
Throughout the United
States, Confederate sol-
dier statues are coming
down, streets, and build-
ings renamed. The ma-
jority of Americans op-
pose these Confederate
statutes and name

changes due to the fact
it represents a small per-
centage of Americans.

In Central Texas,
the Williamson Black
Democrats will be pro-
testing in front of the
Confederate Statute lo-
cated at the Georgetown
Courthouse.  According
to the Wilco Black Dems,
"we demand the re-
moval of the monument
honoring racist traitors

at the Williamson Court-
house and substantial
police reform."

"In the wake of sys-
temic murders of African
Americans through po-
lice brutality, these is-
sues are more salient
than ever. Join every
Tuesday evening to help
move this outdated relic
from Georgetown
Square," stated the
Wilco Black Dems.

COVID-19 Cases Surges
by Tsoke (Chuch)

Adjavon
VILLAGER
Columnist

VILLAGER NEWS -
Due to the poor man-
agement of the reopen-
ing process, Texas has
seen a surge in COVID-
19 cases. In Texas, there
have been over 150,000
deaths.

According to the
Texas Department of

Emergency Manage-
ment (TDEM), the
growth rate of COVID-19
has increased by nearly
415 percent since June
4, 2020, in the 78660 zip
code (Pflugerville).  As a
result, they have opened
a free testing area, lo-

cated at the PField.
According to the

TDEM, "with cases on
the rise, it is important
for people to follow the
COVID-19 guidelines es-
tablished by the CDC,
which includes social
distancing."

With numbers dis-
proportionately affect-
ing the black commu-
nity, I wonder what
some of the plans for the
impending future were
and whose idea it was to
put this together?

“Farrah Muscadin,
the Director of the Office
of Police Oversight was
the energy behind this.
She reached out to me
and organized it with
other Black leaders in
the community,” he as-
serts.

The two-minute
video was shot at
Greater Mt. Zion Baptist
Church in East Austin and
included young black men
as well as some Black ex-
ecutives in the mix.  GMZ
Pastor Gaylon Clark, Travis
County Commissioner
Jeffrey Travillion, Fire
Chief Joel Baker, Quincy
Dunlap and Kobla Tetey of
the Austin Area Urban
League, District 1 Chief
of Staff, Eric Byrd, and
more gathered in soli-
darity to wear showcase
their PPE.

Most of the partici-
pants are even seen
busting some moves as
singer/songwriter and
community activist, Saul
Paul’s song “Mask On”
plays in the background.
The Assistant City Man-
ager adds, “In the very
small circle of African
American executives at
the City, it is important
to be a proponent in get-
ting the word out and
being safe and knowl-

MASK
ON

AUSTIN

Austin Assistant City Manager Chris Shorter

by Keyheira Keys
SOULCITI

edgeable about the
threats and risks. So, we
opted to lead by ex-
ample. It was so good to
see those men after
weeks and months of
not seeing them. I have
to say it was therapeutic.
Sharing that space
meant a lot.”

Why do you feel
the numbers are so high
in the minority commu-
nities, specifically, Black
and LatinX communi-
ties?

Because this virus,
in terms of those being
hospitalized and af-
fected, amplifies so
many underlying health
concerns and conditions
that have plagued our
communities for de-
cades and make it diffi-
cult for recovery. Those
living with respiratory is-
sues, diabetes, and
other ailments may al-
ready lack resources and
COVID 19 has really re-
vealed the magnitude of
the disconnect in our
minority communities.

As updates vary
day-to-day, many are
wondering what will
happen in Austin? Are
we facing another shut-
down?”

What we’re looking
at right now, as a city,
and county, is the seven-
day average of folks who
are contracting the virus
and those being hospi-
talized. While the num-
bers have increased
since March, of course,
we are starting to see
the seven-day average
do down. The key to
managing this, at this
point, is that we as a
community are deliver-
ing the message about
personal choices and
how they play into the
bigger picture of this.
We must push our fami-
lies, neighbors, and com-
munity to be safe. We
need to normalize wear-
ing masks. It’s so impor-
tant that credible mes-
sengers that are getting
the message out!

With a city ap-
proaching 1 million
people, staying in-
formed with the most
up-to-date and accurate
information is crucial to
our community’s navi-
gating this. The “Mask
On PSA” has been
viewed over 15,000
times between the local
tweet from Mayor Adler
and Facebook shares.

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2020 tax year that will raise
the same amount of property tax revenue for the City of Austin from the same prop-
erties in both the 2019 tax year and the 2020 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest rate that the City of Austin may adopt
without holding an election to seek voter approval of that rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue rate. This means that
the  City  of  Austin  is  proposing  to  increase property taxes for the 2020 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD
ON August 12, 2020 at 10am at the Palmer Events Center located at 900 Barton
Springs Road, Austin, Texas.

A Tax Rate of $0.5335 per $100 Valuation has
Been Proposed for Adoption
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