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Multi-GRAMMY® Award-Winner
Gary Clark Jr. Rocks ACL-Live

Gary Clark Jr.
Photo/Courtesy of Proclaim Justice

By Naomi Richard
VILLAGER

Entertainment
Reporter

(VILLAGER) - On
the heels of winning
three GRAMMY®
Awards for Rock Song,
Rock Performance and
Contemporary Album
via his latest project,
This Land, Austin’s own
maestro, Gary Clark Jr.,
returned to perform a
charity concert for
Voices for Justice. Clark
opened the show and
was later joined by
GRAMMY® Royalty, The
Dixie Chicks – who are
sisters Martie Erwin
Maguire, Emily Erwin
Robison and lead singer
Natalie Maines.

The sold-out con-
cert did not disappoint!
Clark was at his best mix-
ing funk, soul, hip-hop,
psychedelia and
anthemic rock to deliver
one of the most power-
ful live-shows of any art-

ist today. With a drum-
mer, two other guitarists
and a keyboards genius,
Clark entered his zone of
excellence and musical
entertainment. His face
says it all…the many ex-
pressions he delivers are
so representative of his
deep love for the art of
music and as he said, “Be-
ing a musician is a gift we
can keep on giving.”

When Clark’s dope
guitar skills rise during
instrumental segments
of his stage, he cannot
be touched. Switching
from one guitar to the
next, his sounds epito-
mize what others can
only dream of delivering.

His song Bright
Lights almost seems
prophetic now as it says,
“You’re goin’ know my
name.” Clark performed
This Land during the 62nd

GRAMMY® Awards with
The Roots; performed a
tribute to Aerosmith
during GRAMMY®
Week; he joined NBC’s
The Voice to perform
during the finale session
with Austin contestant
Ricky Duran singing
Clark’s Pearl Cadillac;

and performed This
Land on Jimmy Fallon’s
The Tonight Show.  In yet
another honor, Clark will
also be seen in an all-star
tribute concert honoring
Prince, to be recorded
February 28th.  That con-
cert will be aired later
this year on CBS. We
know his name!

The evening in Aus-
tin devoted to Voices for
Justice tied hand-in-
glove with Clark’s This
Land album.   The album
is a recognition that
America is for all no mat-
ter our origin, no matter
our race or economic cir-
cumstance. It’s a cry for
equality . . . a cry for jus-
tice and freedom. Voices
for Justice dedicates it-
self to winning freedom
for inmates who are fac-
tually innocent of the
crimes for which they
were convicted. It takes
a pool of people, some-
times millions of dollars
and much patience.

Two previously in-
carcerated inmates were
in attendance and de-
scribed the horror of
their lives. One spoke of
his frustration while

fighting back the tears, “I
spent 20 years in prison
for a crime I did not com-
mit . . . in prison we only
live through pictures . . .
we only live through pic-
tures . . . I lost my life; I
lost my family.  It took
several lawyers, over a
million dollars and ap-
peal after appeal after
appeal.  I’m out but on

my record I’m still a con-
victed felon.”

Clark - empathic to
the plight of the wrong-
fully accused - demon-
strated his support for
the continuing fight for
justice. All proceeds
from the event will sup-
port winning freedom
for innocent victims who
are falsely imprisoned.

The Dixie Chicks performing
live with Gary Clark Jr.
Photos/Courtesy of Proclaim Justice
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The Black
Vote Is More

Important
Than Ever!

   Early voting will be
conducted February18-
28 for the March 3,
Texas Primary Election.
If you vote during this
early voting period, you
can avoid the long lines
next month.
   Make no mistake
about it, though; the
Black/African American
vote will be more
importan than ever this
election. That is because
in the past, Democrats
have taken this popula-
tion for granted and the
Republicans have just
ignored them all to-
gether.
   One of the problems is
that we talk a good game,
but when it is time to
voting, we just stay at
home and complain after
the election is over.
   I recommend that we
start today to make sure
that we are fully quali-
fied to cast that very im-
portant ballot. If the
Trump administration
has taught us anything, it
is that we are expend-
able.  He is doing every-
thing in his power to en-
sure that this population
passes up the opportu-
nity to vote or vote for
other Republicans. It is
more important that you
vote rather than the party
that you vote for.
   While President Trump
is out courting the Black
vote, he may get some
competition from the
Democratic candidates.
   On the local scene,
look for a number of the
Democratic candidates
to openly ask for the
votes of all of the people.
It has become a tradition
for the Democrats to
make the rounds to our
churches, but spend very
little time in personally
soliciting your vote.
    If the minority com-
munities want to get the
attention of all the can-
didates, they will have to
demand it. One way to
do that is for the candi-
dates to know that  they
are not wasting their time
with people who do not
vote.

Candidate breaks
bank for

Black Press.
See BLOOMBERG
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,

Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,

Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am

BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net

www.newlincolnmbc.org

Rev. Darron E. Patterson
Pastor

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Buffalo Soldiers
Program Celebrates

25TH Anniversary with
Founders Event,

New Museum Exhibit
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Press Office

(AUSTIN, TX) - In
honor of Black His-
tory Month, the Texas
Parks and W ildlife
Department’s Buffalo
Soldiers program cel-
ebrated its 25th anni-
versary with a
founder’s event and
exhibit unveiling to-
day at the TPWD
headquarters build-
ing in Austin.

Speakers at the
event included Sena-
tor Royce West, Buf-
falo Soldiers program
founders Kenneth
Pollard and Tad Gose,
and TPWD Executive
Director Carter Smith.
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Commissioner

Oliver Bell and former
TPW Commissioner Bill
Jones were also in atten-
dance.

“The Buffalo Sol-
diers program has been a
part of TPWD and Texas
State Parks for 25 years
and celebrating this
monumental anniversary
is a great way to kick off
Black History Month,”
said Rodney Franklin, Di-
rector of Texas State
Parks. “Texas heritage in-
cludes all of us.  Sharing
the story of African
American heroes and
heritage through a rich
military history is a source
of pride for all Texans, and
TPWD is honored to cel-
ebrate the legacy of the

Buffalo Soldiers during
today’s event.”

The new plaque
and exhibit unveiled to-
day honors the
founders of the Buffalo
Soldiers program with a
display of items used
during some of the first
outreach events at
schools and communi-
ties.  The exhibit will be
on display and open to
the public at the TPWD
headquarters building
in Austin for a year be-
fore moving to the Buf-
falo Soldier Museum in
Houston.

“The unveiling of
the Founders Memorial
plaque is a significant
moment for the Buffalo

Soldiers program,” said
Franklin. “It pays trib-
ute to the hard-work-
ing staff and volunteers
that dedicated count-
less hours, weeks and
years bringing part of
Texas History and Afri-
can American history
to life.  It will forever
serve as an homage to
the legacy of the Buf-
falo Soldiers program
and its founders.”

The Buffalo Sol-
diers were the first free
unit of professional Af-
rican American soldiers
in the U.S. military who
served on the western
frontier from 1866 to
1948 building roads,
telegraphs and forts.
Today, the TPWD Buffalo
Soldiers program edu-
cates school students
and park visitors about
the original soldiers and
encourages outdoor
skills and recreation.

With almost 15
years with TPWD, Pol-
lard has established
partnerships with nu-
merous history organi-
zations and Buffalo Sol-
dier groups continuing
their support of the
program today. He’s
also spearheaded ma-
jor victories for the pro-
gram, such as working
with state legislators to
establish July as the of-
ficial Buffalo Soldier’s
Month in Texas.

Gose began his al-
most 35-year career
with TPWD at Lake Ar-
rowhead State Park in
1978. Considered one
of the founders of the
Buffalo Soldier pro-
gram, his largest event
at the park drew more
than 4,000 visitors.
One of his most chal-
lenging assignments
during his tenure was
as a staff member on
the Huff Wagon train
journey. Along with
more than 100 Texas
youth, Gose and others
rode hundreds of miles
from El Paso to Hous-
ton on horse drawn
wagons to bring the
stories of the early
frontier to life.

For more informa-
tion about the Buffalo
Soldiers program, visit
the TPWD website.

tpwd.texas.gov

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Fredrick Douglass

Going back, as far
as 1619 when slavery
had started. Fredrick
Douglass was apart of it
as well, but soon freed
himself and created
something better for
him at the time. Fredrick
Douglass was a Social
Reformer, Abolitionist,
Orator, Writer, and a
Statesman. This was his
life before all the horror,
trail and error he had to
go thought to get to this
peaceful state. Douglass
was a former slave who
became one of the great-
est american anti slavery
leaders of the 1800s.
Born into slavery in

Who was Rosa Parks?

Rosa Parks was born
Rosa Louise McCauley, Febru-
ary 4, 1913 in Tuskegee, Ala-
bama. Rosa Parks passed
away October 24, 2005 in
Detroit Michigan. She was an
African American civil rights
activist who refused and de-
nied the demand to give up
her seat on a public bus to a
caucasian man. This engaged
the Montgomery bus boycott
in Alabama recognizes as the
spark, igniting the United
States civi l rights move-
ment. In 1932, Rosa
Parks married Raymond
Parks. Raymond encour-

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

Maryland but in 1838, at
the age of 20 he escaped
to freedom in New York.

2-3 years later he
had decided to work for
William Garrison.
Fredrick had published
his narrative of    the life
of Fredrick Douglass, an
american slave. Fredrick
began to gain fame as a
speaker and had began
his own anti slavery pub-
lications. in 1888he had
became the first Africa
american to receive a
vote for president of the
united states, During the
republican national con-
vention.

Douglass had re-
mained an active
speaker thorough out all
of this and was an amaz-
ing writer as well. Then,
In 1895 he had died af-
ter suffering a heart at-
tack on his way home
from a nation council of
women. A women's
rights group still in its
infancy at the time, in
Washington, D.C.
Fredrick Douglass was a
hard working, smart
guy, who had decided to
change the way he was
being treated and lived
the rest to the best.
Thank you for reading!

aged Rosa to return to
high school to gain her
diploma. She made her
living as a seamstress.

In 1943 Rosa Parks
became a member of
the Montgomery organi-
zation of the National
Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored
People (NAACP). She
served the position of
secretary until 1956. De-
cember 1, 1955 Rosa
Parks was arrested for
the refusal mentioned
above. This was a viola-
tion of the city’s racial
segregation laws. They
boycott of Montgomery
began as a response.

November 13,
1956, the United States
Supreme Court declared
Montgomery’s segre-
gated seating unconsti-
tutional and the court
order was served on De-
cember 20. The boycott
ended the next day. Rosa
Parks became known as
the “Mother of the Civil
Rights Movement” as she
played a major role it.

Tyler  Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

The Lone Ranger?

There are many un-
told stories about noted
Black Americans. This
one is about Bass Reeves
he was an American law
enforcement officer. He
was the first deputy U.S.
Marshal west of the Mis-
sissippi River. He worked
mostly in Arkansas and
the Oklahoma Territory.
He was a freed slave. His
slave owner made him
accompany to fight for

the Confederacy. While
in Texas he escaped to
Indian Territory. It was
during the lawless Old
West that he earned his
reputation after slavery
had ended.  U.S.
Marshall James Fagan
recruited him to rein in
the criminals that
plagued the land. His job
was to bring murderers
and fugitives. The 6 feet
2 inches sharp shooter
was credited with arrest-
ing more than 3,00
people and killed 14 out-
laws, all without never
getting wounded. Later
biographer Art T. Burton
asserted the theory that
Bass had inspired the
Lone Ranger in his 2006
book, Black Gun, Silver
Star: The Life and Legend
of Frontier Marshal Bass
Reeves. My grandpar-
ents told me that they
loved watching the tele-
vision series "Lone
Ranger".

Ruby George
Cele Middle School

The spread of the Coronavirus

There are at least
24 Americans among the
135 people infected with
the Wuhan coronavirus
aboard the Diamond
Princess cruise ship, ac-
cording to information
from Princess Cruises
and a CNN tally.Japanese
authorities are still test-
ing hundreds of passen-
gers on board the ship,
which has been stuck at
a harbor south of Japa-
nese capital Tokyo for al-
most a week now. Evi-
dence is increasingly
pointing to a full blown
outbreak on board the
ship, the largest outside
of mainland China,
where the vast majority
of cases have been re-

ported until now.The
Westerdam cruise ship -
- which has more than
2,000 people on board -
- will dock this Thursday
in the Thai city of Laem
Chabang. It was previ-
ously denied entry to
Japan, the Philippines
and Taiwan as countries
closed their ports to
cruise ships over
coronavirus fears.

The vessel, oper-
ated by Holland
America, was scheduled
to end its itinerary in
Yokohama, Japan, on
February 15, but was re-
fused entry at any Japa-
nese port despite having
no confirmed cases of
the coronavirus on
board. Holland America
says the guests will re-
ceive a 100% refund for
the current trip as well
as “100% Future Cruise
Credit.” Passengers will
be allowed to disembark
the ship at Laem
Chabang, which is
around 50 miles from
Bangkok.

 Lacee Johnson
Connally H. S.

IED Class

This school year is
going to be very inter-
esting and fascinating
due to a class I am tak-
ing. I am participating
in a class that is part of
the PLTW stem way.
PLTW is an acronym for
“Project Lead the
Way”. It is partnered
with STEM which is a
more commonly
known acronym for
“Science, Technology,
Engineering, and
Math”. My class is spe-
cifically focused on the
beginnings of engi-
neering. This includes
working on technologi-
cal models, basic and
complex sketches, and
using different engi-
neering-based meth-
ods.

I have always
found the process of
bui lding or creating
something extremely
fascinating.  I think it is
amazing to see the fin-
ished product after
putting your all into a
project. Like most
people unfamiliar to
engineering, it appears
to be all about measur-
ing and bui lding to
specifications. When I

signed up for this class,
I thought the same.
However, I  soon
learned that there is
way more than what
meets the eye to engi-
neering. There is
plenty of technological
work that comes with
engineering. Building,
testing, and
prototyping using vari-
ous computer
websites. I was also un-
aware of how many dif-
ferent methods engi-
neering really had. Yet
there are methods like
additive, subtractive,
and reverse processes.
Little did I know sketch-
ing was also a
humongous part in en-
gineering. Concept
sketches, Multiview
sketches, isometric,
and oblique sketches.
It is a lot to learn. Hon-
estly, I consider this
class to be a blessing
because I am able to
participate in a class
that covers such in
depth topics.

I have only
been in this class for six
(6) months and the in-
formation I have taken
in has stuck with me.
So, if I do end up fol-
lowing the engineering
pathway, the various
engineering concepts I
have learned will allow
me to be ahead of the
learning curve. I have
not only learned some
of these engineering
concepts but have ex-
perienced and experi-
mented with engineer-
ing methods and in-
struments. I can truly
say it is a wonderful ex-
perience to go
through.

Black History Month

Black History
Month is a celebration of
achievements by African
Americans and a time to
recognize the signifi-
cance of black people in
U.S. history. Black His-
tory Month is derived
from Negro History
Week which was the
second week in February
back in 1926. Black His-
tory Month is celebrated

Sarah Robertson
Connally H. S.

in various countries like;
Canada, United King-
dom, America, Germany
, and the Netherlands.
Black History Month is a
time where the black
people in America are
recognized for their
many accomplishments
that helped America as
well as the advancement
of the African Ameri-
cans. In Black History
Month we are reminded
of the many people who
helped with the civil
rights movement like; Dr
Martin Luther King, Rosa
Parks, Malcolm X and
many others. Black His-
tory Month isn’t just a
time to recognized the
figures that helped in
the civil rights move-
ment but also the
people that are in our
daily lives. Remember,
Black History is your His-
tory.

Blacks in Austin History Contest
W.H Passon Historical Society

4 weeks 40 different questions
Goal to test and stimulate interest in Austins

Black History Week 2
11. She was arrested for not moving to the back

of the bus in 1954. The bus had stopped at 12th and Chicon St..
12. In 1974, three landmark building burned down.

Who were they?
13. Blacks could go to this theater
but could only sit in the balcony.

14. She was a late-night guest on the Jack Parr show
 in late 1950’s.

15. Who is Angela Mederais?
16. He wrote books “YellowJackets, The Legacy”,
“Blacks In Austin” and “Black Texas High School

Athletics before integration”.
17. Austin’s first two Black policemen were killed

in the line of duty. Who were they?
18. What is gentrification?

19. What was Austin’s gentleman’s agreement?
20. In 1970, Ex-Yellowjacket and SMU receiver caught 7 passes
for 186 yards, a touchdown against UT. What was his name?

Save all answered. Send all 40 answers
W.H. Passon Historical Society

1501 East 12th Street, Austin, Texas 78702
www.TheAustinVillager.com

FOLLOW US:

LIKE US:

VISIT US:
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Cultural Diffusion

In the 1960s cul-
tural diversity was imag-
ined to be racial minori-
ties receiving equal ac-
cess to resources such as
employment, education,
healthcare, and housing.
It was believed that mul-
tiple cultural groups
would be able to func-
tion together and that
doing so would be ben-
eficial. The post-Civil
Rights period is a time of
increased diversity.
Miguel de Oliver is the
author of
“Gentrification as the
appropriation of thera-
peutic ‘diversity’: A

Mastering the Flywheel

Kennedy George
Weiss High School

model and case study of
the multicultural ame-
nity of contemporary ur-
ban renewal”. He states
“Over the last five de-
cades there has been
notable marginalization
of underprivileged ra-
cial/ethnic minorities in
the inner city as a result
of the production of ‘di-
verse’ spaces by middle-
class gentrifiers”(de
Oliver). Bernhard Streck
is one of the first anthro-
pologists to discuss glo-
balization and cultural
history parallels. He la-
bels these as “neo-
diffusionism”.

The current debate
about this type of diffu-
sion is if it would be able
to overcome the errors
and fallacies of older cul-
tural diffusionism. Streck
believes it will. The his-
tory of culture diffusion
led to connections over
large areas. Evasion from
the modern world led to
anthropologists discon-
necting from “the po-
tentials of the method of
cultural history”.

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Ready for the Weekend

Five weeks after my
FIRST (For Inspiration
and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology)
robotics team received
this year’s game chal-
lenge, we finally have a
robot that can climb and
shoot balls into all the
goals on the field. This
includes the low goal,
which is close to the
floor, a higher goal that
is on top of a tower, and
another high goal that is

smaller and is located
inside the other goal.
The other day, we got to
test our shooter for the
first time using a
wooden structure we
made with the same di-
mensions as the tower
will be when we com-
pete. When we aimed
high, we consistently got
most of our balls into the
smaller high goal, which
is the most difficult to
aim for. Our robot uses
a flywheel (a wheel that
spins extremely fast) to
launch the balls. The last
time we made a robot
that shot balls using a
flywheel, it didn’t go
very well, and we even-
tually ended up scrap-
ping the shooter. But this
successful test gives me
hope for this year. So far,
our shooter is extremely
accurate, so I think we
may have finally mas-
tered the flywheel
mechanism.

This week went by
fast! Thank God! I’m glad
it wasn’t busy for me be-
cause compared to other
people, I’m lucky.

I met with my En-
semble for practice on
Friday morning. I will say
we’re getting better. We
all had some very crucial
help from both our choir
directors and the prob-
lems that we needed help
with are fixed! This week-
end my group and I plan
to buy appreciation gifts
for them.

Rebekah McNeal
Round Rock H. S.

Earlier in the week,
I decided to start finding
time to do things that I
love. I read a pin on
Pinterest, just a random
pin in my feed, with self-
care tips for students. The
one that caught my eye
said, you shouldn’t dis-
miss your hobbies, be-
cause of school, work, or
if you’re busy. That
should apply to everyone.
Listen, because I’m telling
you now. As people, we
all tend to neglect what
we love to do and solely
focus on work. Almost
every day this week I’ve
been making a habit to
draw. My goal was to
practice for 30 minutes,
but that 30 minutes turns
into an hour! Give time to
yourself, if you don’t have
time, make some.

I’m extremely glad
it’s close to the weekend!
I plan to sleep in, work on
my ensemble song, and
continue with my hob-
bies.

(NEWSONE) - Teaching Black history to stu-
dents has always been a part of the curriculum in
American schools. The accuracy of it, however, and
the necessary context for that type of instruction
hasn’t always been there, to put it mildly.

In decades past, the type of Black history that
was taught in American schools was mainly rel-
egated to slavery and images of savage, impover-
ished Africans who should be grateful to their Eu-
ropean captors for bringing them to a so-called civi-
lized society. And then, as a special, yet very abbre-
viated treat, those same schools would “celebrate”
Black History Month with the obligatory breakfast
events that served stereotypically Black foods like
grits and cornbread.

And that was mainly it, for the most part, when
it came to teaching any elements of so-called Black
history.

Fast forward to 2020 and things have changed
drastically on the educational front when it comes
to teaching children about true Black history —
something that is no longer only restricted to the
shortest month of the year.

One history professor at a historically Black
college shed light on how important it is to educate
children from an early age about Black history with-
out diluting the truth.

“Especially in K through 12 education it’s im-
portant to provide doses of truth and allow the stu-
dents to make their own discoveries,” Frederick
Knight, a history professor at Morehouse College in
Atlanta who specializes in the African diaspora, told
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution recently. “That sets

New Texas
Election
Process

has Dems
Expecting
a Delay in

Super
Tuesday
Delegate

Totals
TEXAS TRIBUNE -

As their counterparts in
Iowa reel from a disas-
trously slow election re-
turns process, Texas
Democrats raised the
prospect Wednesday
that a change in the way
Texas reports election
results could delay the
final tally of delegates
won by presidential
hopefuls in the upcom-
ing March 3 primary past
election night.

Officials with the
Texas Democratic Party
said the Texas secretary
of state’s office recently
told them that it will not
be able to provide on
election night the num-
bers needed to allocate
a majority of the 228
delegates up for grabs in
the state on Super Tues-
day. In a Jan. 23 meeting,
the Democrats said, top
state election officials
cited limitations to their
revamped reporting sys-
tem, which is used to
compile returns from
the state’s 254 counties.

At issue are 149
delegates that Demo-

cratic presidential candi-
dates will win through a
complex formula that
divvies them up based
on the distribution of
votes in each of Texas’ 31
state Senate districts.
Maxey said he and other
officials were told the
state initially will collect
election returns at the
county level but not at
the senatorial district or
precinct levels, which
are needed to calculate
how many delegates
each candidate picks up.
Party officials were told
those more detailed
numbers would be
made available “the next
day or so,” Maxey said.

On Wednesday
morning, the Texas
Democratic party was
preparing for an Iowa-
like scenario in which
the full delegate distri-
bution would not be
available until at least
the next day. Maxey said
state officials “were very
clear” they would not be
getting the granular
level information
needed to calculate the
delegate distribution on
election night, and the
party was already con-
sidering whether it
could independently col-
lect the data from all 254
counties and calculate
the delegate distribution
itself.

That process would

be complicated because
some counties — includ-
ing the state’s most
populous — are sliced
up among several state
Senate districts. Maxey
said that means the
party would have to wait
for complete voting re-
turns from those coun-
ties before starting its
calculations, which likely
would not begin until
after midnight.

Unlike in Iowa,
Texas in that scenario
would be able to report
statewide vote totals in
the primary, and a
Democratic candidate
would be named the
winner of the overall
contest. But with the
presidential contest ex-
pected to be at fever
pitch, any full reporting
delay would slow down
a final delegate tally in a
state representing the
second-largest prize on
Super Tuesday. Texas is
set to award more del-
egates to Democratic
presidential hopefuls on
that day than all of the
preceding primaries
combined.

Democratic party
officials said they were
assured in September
that the secretary of
state’s reporting system
would include the data
needed to determine
the distribution of those
district-delegates, as it

did in the 2016 primary
election, but that state
officials reversed course
at their January meet-
ing.

The 149 district-
delegates in question
will be proportionally
distributed in each state
Senate district among
candidates who garner
more than 15% of the
vote. The number of del-
egates up for grabs in
each district is based on
how those districts
voted for the 2016
Democratic presidential
nominee and the 2018
Democratic nominee for
governor. For the up-
coming primary, that
number ranges from
two to 10 delegates in
each Senate district.

The possibility that
the Democratic party
would report the dis-
trict-delegate distribu-
tion outside the state’s
election night portal
would make for an un-
usual venue for election
results. For many years,
the secretary of state’s
office has been the
keeper of election night
returns. In the 2016 elec-
tion, for example, the sec-
retary of state asked
county officials who ad-
minister elections across
the state to send in both
countywide results for the
presidential primary and
results by senate district.

Evolution of teaching Black history to American students

them up to be lifelong learners who cross-check
facts and don’t accept everything at face value.”

The authors of a Black history textbook that of-
fers a “gateway to connecting history to daily life” be-
yond February offered a similar sentiment to Knight.

Black History 365 (BH 365 )is an interactive U.S.
history textbook that tells stories from the begin-
ning in ancient Africa through modern events and
moments. It documents unique narratives of Black
people with lessons that come alive through more
than 3,000 original artifacts, including resources and
curriculum for teachers and sections for families and
small groups. The textbook was published in ad-
vance of the current academic year.

The co-authors (Dr. Walter Milton Jr., a former
school superintendent; Joel Freeman, a former NBA
chaplain and founder of the Freeman Institute Black
History Collection; and Heather R. Sanders, a former
middle school educator and educational leader in
Nashville) previously told NewsOne how important
their textbook is.

“Black children have an education that’s void
of anything that reminds them of their greatness
and excellence in terms of achievement,” Milton
said. “This textbook is for teachers and students in
K-2, 3-5,6-8 and 9-12. It includes all of the compo-
nents teachers need to be successful in delivering
the information.”

Parents, teachers and school administrators
are encouraged to visit the BH 365 website,
BlackHistoryMatters.org, where they can find the
answers to any questions about this revolutionary
approach to teaching Black history.

Written By Bruce C.T. Wright | NEWSONE

KING PARKS TUBMAN OBAMA
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The African
Caucus Endorses
Selena Alvarenga

VILLAGER NEWS - Recently, the African Cau-
cus (AC) decided to endorse Selena Alvarenga, who
is running for the 460th District Court. Moreover,
the AC decided to endorse Alvarenga due to numer-
ous reasons, such as her immigrant and law back-
ground. If Alvarenga elected, she would be the first
immigrant elected judge in Travis County.

Selena Alvarenga has been an indigent attor-
ney for twenty-three years. According to Alvarenga,
"I am running for Judge of the 460th District Court
because, every single person deserves an opportu-
nity, and to be treated fairly under the law no mat-
ter their circumstances."

Finally, the AC finds Ms. Alvarenga's platform
very attractive. As a result, it was a natural fit to
endorse her. The African Caucus expressed, "the
African Diaspora community in Central Texas has
doubled in the past eight years. Like the rest of the
population, this group is moving or relocating to the
Austin area due to the good economic conditions."

Selena Alvarenga

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

Lake Travis
Progressive

VILLAGER NEWS -
On February 9, 2020,
three different clubs
joined together to pro-
duce a candidate forum,
The Lake Travis Progres-
sive (LTP), Lake Travis
Democrats (LTD), and
the Steiner Ranch
Democrats. Moreover,
the event held a candi-
date forum in the heart
of Lake Travis.

According to LTP,
"We are joining forces
with the Lake Travis
Democrats to bring you
this exciting and infor-
mative event. LTP fo-
rums are known for their
in-depth questions and a
chance for the commu-
nity to ask their hard-hit-
ting questions. We will
have the Candidate
races for the following

primary elections:
County Commissioner;
Texas House; Texas Sen-
ate; United State House
of Representative; and
US Senate."

According to the
LTP, over 200 people
turned out for the event.
Finally, the mission of
the LTP is to "promote
inclusion, unity, respect,
and decency toward all
people within the Lake
Travis region. LTP seeks
to harness the
volunteerism of our
members and translate
these values into commu-
nity-focused actions that
keep Lake Travis a consid-
erate, kind, and gentle
place for all regardless of
race, culture, religion,
gender, sexuality, or im-
migration status."

Pictured left to right: Julie, Mindy and Laura.
Photo/Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

Tina Steiner for
Round Rock City
Council District 1

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

VILLAGER NEWS - Recently, Tina Steiner de-
cided to run for the Round Rock City Council Place
1. According to Steiner, "Spending most of my life
in Round Rock, Texas, it has always been a place of
love, empathy, and compassion. As a child, I remem-
ber playing in the streets, feeling completely safe
and at home in my community. As a fourth-genera-
tion Round Rock native, I was taught the value of
hard work and honesty."

Moreover, Steiner is running for numerous rea-
sons, "for too long, small businesses, historic neigh-
borhoods, and the heart of Round Rock have fallen
victim to unjust, inequitable, and immoral policies."
Also, she will be at the forefront of transforming
Round Rock from a sleepy suburb into a major city
along the IH 35 corridor.

According to Mrs. Steiner, " I look forward to
the opportunity to give back to a community that
has given me so much. As I continue to learn and
represent my community, it is my promise to you
to lead with love and compassion, to be transpar-
ent and honest, and to be a voice you can trust."

Tina Steiner
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR

PROPOSALS
JOERIS GENERAL

CONTRACTORS, LTD.,
Joeris General Contractors will
be accepting competitive
Proposals from Subcontractors
and Suppliers for the: Austin
ISD – Casis Elementary School
20-0002, until 2:00PM on
Thus., 27 Feb. 2020. Proposals
will be received by fax or email
at bidsAustin@joeris.com. Your
proposal shall demonstrate the
Offeror’s ability to deliver the
“best value” to the Owner.
The project will be located at
2710 Exposition Blvd. Austin,
TX 78703. The project consists
of demolition of existing school
and the rebuilding of a two story
92,864sf new school. The
campus will be occupied during
construction, so the project will
be executed in multiple phases.
Plans may be reviewed at: Joeris
Website - www.joeris.com or at
Joeris General Contractors, 9211
Waterford Centre Blvd, Suite
150, Austin, TX 78758. O: (512)
920-0338; F: (512) 920-0339
Participation by S/M/W/DBE,
HUB and all other similar firms
is encouraged. Joeris General
Contractors is an equal
opportunity (EEO) employer.

 NOTICE OF COMPETITIVE SEALED PROPOSALS
for

HVAC Upgrades and Replacements

Pflugerville ISD will accept Competitive Sealed Proposals from qualified
construction firms until 2:00 p.m., February 25, 2020, in the lobby of the PISD
Administration Building. Address all submittals to:

Craig Pruett, Director of Purchasing
Pflugerville Independent School District

1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville, Texas 78660

The anticipated budget for this project is estimated at $2,400,000. The scope and
schedule for this project is defined are described in the Proposal Document.
Proposal documents may be obtained by contacting the Pflugerville ISD Purchasing
Department by email at craig.pruett@pfisd.net. Documents can also be downloaded
from the district website at: http://www.pfisd.net//site/Default.aspx?PageID=259
Pflugerville I.S.D. reserves the right to waive any formalities and to reject any or
all Proposals.
Project Schedule of Events
• Request for Proposals Released                               February 08, 2020

• Pre-proposal Conference                                         February 13, 2020, 2:00 p.m.

• Due Date for Proposals                                           February 25, 2020, 2:00 p.m.

• Board Approval Expected                                        March 12, 2020

• Notify Firm                                                              March 13, 2020

 · Final CompletionDate    Augus,     15, 2020

 New Jobs for the Week of
02/09/2020

Assistant III, Administrative
Round Rock Campus

Job# 2002005
Assistant, Student Affairs-

Part-Time
South Austin Campus

Job#2002004
District Police, Patrol Officer

Service Center
Job# 2002001

Assistant III, Administrative
Location as assigned

Job# 2001054
Assistant III, Administrative

Riverside
Job# 2001053

Assistant III, Administrative
Highland Campus

Job# 2001052
Coordinator, Instructional

Initiatives
Highland Business Center

Job# 2001051
Clerk, Accounting

Service Center
Job# 2001050

Assistant, Health Sciences
Eastview Campus

Job# 2001049 Assistant,
Library

San Gabriel Campus
Job# 2001047

Faculty, Diagnostic Medical
Imaging-Radiology
East View Campus

Job# 1912029
Department Chair,

Occupational Therapy
Assistant

Eastview Campus
Job# 1912026

Faculty, Dental Hygiene
Location as assigned

Job# 1910051
Dean, Liberal Arts-Social and

Behavioral Sciences
Rio Grande Campus

Job# 1912025
Adjunct Faculty Dance

Highland Campus
Job# 1911029

Advisor, Upward Bound
Highland Business Center

Job# 2001028
Advisor, Upward Bound

Highland Business Center
Job# 2001029

Advocate, Student
Accessibility Services

Eastview Campus
Job# 1911030

Manager, Landscape
Location as assigned

Job# 1911015
Technician, Accounting

Service Center
Job# 1909055 Assistant,

Library
San Gabriel Campus

Job# 2001047
Faculty, Diagnostic Medical

Imaging-Radiology
East View Campus

Job# 1912029
Department Chair,

Occupational Therapy
Assistant

Eastview Campus
Job# 1912026

Faculty, Dental Hygiene
Location as assigned

Job# 1910051
Dean, Liberal Arts-Social
and Behavioral Sciences

Rio Grande Campus
Job# 1912025

Adjunct Faculty Dance
Highland Campus

Job# 1911029
Advisor, Upward Bound

Highland Business Center
Job# 2001028

Advisor, Upward Bound
Highland Business Center

Job# 2001029
Advocate, Student

Accessibility Services
Eastview Campus

Job# 1911030
Manager, Landscape
Location as assigned

Job# 1911015
Technician, Accounting

Service Center
Job# 1909055

Prime Construction Company,
Inc. is soliciting subcontractor &
vendor quotes for the new Austin
Mounted Patrol Facility
(Solicitation # 6618.001
CLMC788) at 11424 McAngus
Road.  MBE/WBE firms are
encouraged to provide bids for
this project.  Plans and
specifications are available
electronically from us, the
SMBR Plan Room @ 4201 Ed
Bluestein Blvd., Austin, TX., or
at https://www.austintexas.gov/
financeonline/account_services/
solicitation.  Please e-mail any
questions or bid document
requests regarding the bid to
estimating@pcciusa.com
Project Bid Date: February 27,
2020 @ 10:30 am
Project Duration: 400 Calendar
Days

An Artist’s
Perspective

of Black
History

Month in
Round Rock,

Texas

Looking Back
In Order To

Move Forward
Round Rock Public Library

Black History Program

Melissa
Fontenette-Mitchell

(Round Rock, TX) -
A visually inspiring dis-
play of some of our
Nation’s darkest and fin-
est moments is bringing
life and hope to the
Black History Month
movement in Central
Texas. Fine arts photog-
rapher Melissa
Fontenette-Mitchell is
proud to present her
tribute to the annual
February celebration of
black life in America.
From slavery and
through the Civil Rights
movement and ulti-
mately reaching the
White House, “The
Struggle In Black and

White” is stunning visi-
tors at the City of Round
Rock Public Library. (216
E Main St, Round Rock,
TX 78664).

F o n t e n e t t e -
Mitchell’s work begins
with (Slavery “Slave
Quarter”, “Slave Quar-
ters Down Old Alley”,

Civil Rights “Rosa Parks
Bus”, “I AM A MAN”,
White House, “Inaugural
Parade”, “Commander
In Chief Inaugural Ball”).

“These images de-
pict the human struggle
of my people to perse-
vere through the
trenches of darkness
and still have the
strength and courage to
move forward in bring-
ing life and hope to gen-
erations to come”, says
Fontenette-Mitchell
about her exhibit.

“The Struggle In
Black and White” will be
on display at the Round
Rock Library through the
end of February.

For more informa-
tion, contact Artist Mel-
issa Fontenette-Mitchell
at (512) 422-7968 or the
Round Rock Public Li-
brary at (512) 218-7001.

Black Unemployment
Rises After Trump

Brags How Low It Is
At State Of The Union

Those who believed Trump rosy outlook
about the state of Black workers got

a wake up call with January’s jobs report.
By Bruce C.T. Wright | NEWSONE

(NEWSONE) - While defenders of the president
were probably busy spinning the jobs report for
January, Black workers likely exhaled a deep sigh,
but not one of relief. The numbers were there for
all to see: Black unemployment had risen yet again
for at least the third straight month, according to
the latest monthly jobs report that was released
Friday morning — at the start of Black History
Month, no less.

Those figures stood in stark contrast to the
bragging and boasting President Donald Trump was
doing just a few days ago at his State of the Union
address when he resorted to his familiar refrain
about how low the Black unemployment rate is.

According to Bureau of Labor Statistics, Black
unemployment rose from 5.9 percent to 6 percent
from December to January. And while on the sur-
face that may seem like an inconsequential and
minuscule difference, there are two other things to
take into account.

For one, that 5.9 unemployment rate is still
nearly twice that of white people (3.1 percent) and
well above the national average of 3.6 percent, the
latter of which also rose from December. Secondly
— and arguably more importantly — Black unem-
ployment has been steadily rising for at least the
past three months, going from 5.5 percent in Octo-
ber to 6 percent as of last month.

The trend in the wrong direction undermines
Trump’s persistent claims otherwise and suggests
— like all those Black folks he had as his guests at
the State of the Union address — that he’s just pos-
turing to disingenuously demonstrate what he says
is a commitment to Black America.

With that said, the unemployment rate for
Black women did fall in January, going from 2.8 per-
cent in December to 2.7 percent in January. How-
ever, it rose for Black men from 2.8 percent to 2.9
percent, placing the larger focus back on Black un-
employment as a whole.

(AP Photo / Andrew Harnik)

Trump during the State of the Union Address this month.

TCTOAC
Black History Program

& Scholarship
Fundraiser

Theme: African Americans and the VOTE 2020
Honorees: Tommie Wyatt, Ed Roby,

The Hon. Harriet Murphy,
Marvin Douglas, Dr. Norman Mason

and Dr. James Polk

4th Annual Black History
Program & Scholarship

Fundraiser

Tickets available online at:
https://thecommitteeaustin.org/

Contact: Byron January (512) 656-6255 or
Derelle Young (512) 412-2207 for information.

TCTOAC
The Committee The

Original Austin Chapter
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Alpha Kappa Sigma Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.
Reach One Educational Foundation, Inc. Presents the 39th Biennial Debutante Ball

(AUSTIN, TX) - Nineteen beautiful and
outstanding young ladies were formally presented
at the 39th Debutante Ball, hosted by Alpha Kappa
Sigma Alumnae Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority, Inc., on December 28, 2019 in Austin,
Texas. The elegant event was filled to capacity with
family and friends who witnessed this rites-of-
passage celebration as conveyed through the
theme, “Celebrating Emerging Leaders:
Sophistication, Elegance, and Excellence.” KVUE
News Anchor Quita Culpepper was the gracious
and articulate narrator for the evening.
A special moment in the program was the
recognition of Mrs. Nehoma Brown, 95-years-
young, who was a debutante in the first cotillion
in 1952. Soror Brown, a life member of Sigma
Gamma Rho Sorority, received a beautiful bouquet

of yellow roses and a standing ovation from the
audience. She and her daughter, Linda Brown,
traveled from Chicago, Illinois to attend the ball.
Attorney Danielle Stephens, a 2001 debutante,
received the “Keeper of the Dream Award,”
presented to a former debutante who has made
significant contributions to her community. Five
additional members of Attorney Stephens’ family
received recognition in a special Legacy
Presentation of several generations: Mrs. Annie
Ray Franklin, widow of the late Reverend E. M.
Franklin; Donna Houze, daughter; Danielle
Stephens, Donna’s daughter; Janell, Judy’s
daughter; Charlotte Medaris Hawkins, Mrs.
Franklin’s Godchild; and Charlotte’s daughters,
Taran Hawkins and Azure Hawkins.

Alpha Kappa Sigma Alumnae Chapter

strives to positively impact the quality of life for
people living in the Austin-Central Texas Metroplex
through community service, civil, and social action.
The Reach One Educational Foundation, Inc. is the
501(c)(3) nonprofit arm of Alpha Kappa Sigma
Alumnae Chapter that fulfills the mission of
enhancing educational opportunities by awarding
scholarships to young ladies in pursuit of higher
education. The Reach One Educational
Foundation, Inc. Scholarship winners were: 1st
Place, Jordan Bibby; 2nd Place, Amelia Johnson;
3rd Place, Kennadi Allen; and 4th Place, Zaria
Hamilton. Congratulations to these debutantes.

The 2019 Debutante Ball was chaired by
Georgia L. Johnson and Mary K. Ashford, Co- Chair.
Dr. Wanda L. Nelson serves as President of the
Alpha Kappa Sigma Alumnae Chapter.

(Standing): [L-R] Kennadi Allen, Monique Neille, Tomorrow Broussard, Zaria Hamilton, Bailey Patterson, Kamryn Johnson,
Mireya Reyes-Hardy, Sumner Pugh, Jordan Bibby. (Seated): [L-R] Alesia Gaddis, Chloe Hancock, Kamryn Owens, Morgan

Owens, Amelia Johnson. (Floor): [L-R] Zamoria Reeves, Simone Sears, Jaylin Scott, R’Yani Vaughn, and Kylie Phillips.
KEEP IT DIGITALTM
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Bloomberg spends $3.5 million with the Black Press
By Stacy M. Brown | NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent | @StacyBrownMedia

(NNPA) - Recogniz-
ing the importance of
the Black vote and the
reach of the Black Press
of America, Democratic
Presidential Candidate
Mike Bloomberg has just
delivered the largest
single advertising buy to
the Black Press in the 80-
year history of the Na-
tional Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association
(NNPA).

The NNPA is the
national trade associa-
tion that represents 230
black-owned newspa-
pers and media compa-
nies throughout the na-
tion.

The $3.5 million ad
buy became official on
Monday, Feb. 10, 2020,
during Black History
Month. It enables
Bloomberg to continue
his aggressive campaign
for president with ads
appearing in Black Press
of America publications
throughout the upcom-
ing Super Tuesday

states, as well as other
key states where the
Black vote will be the de-
terminative factor in the
Democratic Party prima-
ries.

Columbia, South
Carolina Mayor Steve
Benjamin, who co-chairs
Bloomberg’s campaign,
said the deal is reflective
of the former New York

City mayor’s commit-
ment toward building an
inclusive economy.

“The Bloomberg
campaign’s initiative is
groundbreaking, and it
goes to significantly in-
creasing the economic
health of African Ameri-
cans by tripling their net
worth,” said Mayor Ben-
jamin. “The Bloomberg

model is intentionally
focused on creating a
million new African
American homeowners,
100,000 new African
American-owned busi-
nesses, and $70 billion in
federal capital to go in
the 100 most challenged
neighborhoods across
the country.”

Benjamin added
that the ad agreement
counts as a recognition
that, while some people
only talk about accom-
plishing important initia-
tives, Bloomberg follows
through. “Mike has a his-
tory and a record as
mayor, CEO, and philan-
thropist, of getting things
done,” Benjamin stated.

“The ad buy not
only is a show of respect
to the incredible impact
and importance of Afri-
can American journal-

ism but also it is Mike
walking the walk when it
comes to his investing in
African American-
owned businesses.”

Steven N. Larkin,
the NNPA advertising
salesman who helped in
negotiations with
Bloomberg’s campaign,
called the ad buy a “His-
toric partnership be-
tween Mike Bloomberg
and the Black Press.”

Reaching Black
America in 2020 is criti-
cal for all presidential
candidates, according to
the Brookings Institute,
a nonprofit public policy
organization in Washing-
ton, D.C.

In a recent study,
researchers at Brookings
noted that candidates
increase their chances of
winning the presidency
by “taking the long-

range approach of ener-
gizing Black voters. Both
parties should not dis-
count the powerful re-
cent election results in
which Black votes deter-
mined the outcome.”

A new Quinnipiac
poll revealed that
Bloomberg is steadily
gaining traction among
Black voters. The survey
showed that Bloomberg
rose 7 points overall, just
two points behind
former Vice President
Joe Biden, who dropped
7 points.

Bloomberg now
polls second among
Black voters with 22 per-
cent to Biden’s 27 per-
cent. The former New
York City mayor recently
unveiled his Greenwood
Initiative, which is de-
signed to ignite eco-
nomic justice for African
Americans.

Dr. Benjamin F.
Chavis Jr., the president
and CEO of the NNPA,
NNPA, emphasized, “It is
appropriate and politi-
cally providential that
candidates for the highest
office in the nation recog-
nize and sustain the sig-
nificance of reaching Afri-
can American voters
through the Black Press of
America via the NNPA.
Mike Bloomberg has now
stepped up to the plate
with the commitment of
his resources at this piv-
otal moment in history to
affirm the importance of
the Black vote in 2020.”Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., president and CEO of the NNPA

In Texas, HBCUs are key to success
for many African Americans
By Morgan Dubose | AARP In San Antonio

(AARP-SA,TX) - Like
eight other colleges in
Texas founded princi-
pally to serve the Afri-
can-American commu-
nity, Houston-based
Texas Southern Univer-
sity is turning out a solid
pool of graduates today
headed for careers as
educators, entrepre-
neurs, public servants,
lawyers, pilots, artists
and a variety of profes-
sions.

But the success of
these colleges — known
as Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities
(HBCUs) – didn’t happen
overnight or without a
struggle.

Prior to the Civil
War, public policy pro-
hibited the education of
African Americans in
parts of the nation.
Many colleges and uni-
versities refused to ad-
mit black students. It
was not until 1872 that
the first HBCU in Texas —
Paul Quinn College, lo-
cated in Dallas —
opened its doors to stu-
dents. A year later, Wiley
College, site of the Hol-
lywood film The Great
Debaters, opened in
Marshall.

February is Black
History Month, an op-

portunity to reflect on
the triumphs of African-
Americans and their
many contributions to
our society. These ac-
complishments would
not have been possible
to a large extent without
the educational founda-
tion provided by HBCUs.

Charlene James,
volunteer president of
AARP Texas, attended
Fisk University, a histori-
cally black university
founded in 1866 in Nash-
ville. Today, she proudly
identifies herself as a
“third-generation Fisk
graduate.”

James says that
HBCUs “provided a holis-
tic approach to educa-
tion for their students”
so that they would
“achieve academic ex-
cellence and be servant
leaders in their respec-
tive areas of professional
pursuits and community
involvement.”

HBCUs in Texas
have had a powerful im-
pact in the lives of many
generations of students.
Some of the schools are
even reaching students
later in their lives. Lena
Bean, program director
for the Aging and
Intergenerational Re-
sources at Texas South-

ern University, focuses
her work on educational
and training programs
geared primarily for
older adults age 60 and
older. The department is
positioned as a training
ground for students as-
piring to pursue any ca-
reer aiming to improve
the quality of life for
older adults through
comprehensive educa-
tion and training.

For many older Af-
rican-Americans, “com-
ing onto a college cam-
pus is an experience that
they have always
wanted to do but never
had maybe the time, or
never thought that they
could do it.”

Bean, a Texas
Southern University
alumna herself, knows
how important celebrat-
ing African American his-
tory is at an HBCU. She
said her heritage was
“the one thing that was
taken away from us dur-
ing slavery. We never
knew where we be-
longed.”

However, as a stu-
dent, Bean felt at home.
“I wasn’t afraid of
spreading my wings. I
wasn’t afraid of wearing
an afro. I wasn’t afraid of
being black.”
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Honoring the
Majesty of
Don Baylor

A Legendary Austinite Hero

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

(AUSTIN, TX) - In rec-
ognition of Black History
Month, the Villager will fea-
ture black athletes and
coaches from Austin
throughout the month of
February. This week: Major
League Baseball great Don
Baylor.

Born in Austin,
Baylor experienced a lot at
a young age. He was one
of three blacks to integrate
Texas public schools as a
junior at Austin High
School and endured racial
prejudice in becoming the
first black to play football,
baseball and basketball at
Austin High. Later in life,
he became a vocal advo-
cate in challenging Major
League Baseball to hire
more black managers,
coaches and front-office
executives.

Baylor nearly be-
came the first black to play
football at the University of
Texas. Offered a football
scholarship by coach
Darrell Royal to enroll in
1967, Baylor would have
made history if Royal had
permitted him to play
baseball in the spring.
When Royal turned down
his request, Baylor focused
on baseball and enrolled at
Blinn Junior College in
Brenham.

Football’s loss was

baseball’s gain as the Bal-
timore Orioles selected
Baylor in the second round
of the 1967 MLB Draft.

In 19 MLB seasons,
Baylor played for six teams,
smacked 338 career homers
and totaled 2,135 hits, won
three Silver Slugger Awards
and was named American
League MVP in 1979 when
he led the league with 139
RBIs and 120 runs while
leading the California Angels
to their first AL Western Di-
vision title.

Playing for the Bos-
ton Red Sox, Baylor faced
his former team, the Cali-
fornia Angels, in the 1986
Al Championship Series.
Trailing with two outs in
the top of the ninth inning
with California leading the
series 3-1, Baylor’s two-
run homer won the game
as the Red Sox rallied to
win the series and advance
to the World Series.

Baylor is one of only
two players to appear in
three consecutive World
Series with three different
teams. He won a World
Series with the Minnesota
Twins in 1987.

Baylor was a versatile
athlete with the ability to
bash homers and drive in
runs, but he also flaunted
considerable speed run-
ning the bases.

Baylor stole a career-
high 52 bases in 1976 and
amassed 285 career steals.
Known primarily as a
power hitter who crowded
the plate, Baylor led the

league in being hit by
pitches seven times. Baylor
was hit by pitches a total
of 267 times, ranking him
fourth all-time.

When his playing ca-
reer ended, Baylor became
a coach and managed the
expansion Colorado
Rockies from 1993-1998.
Upon leading Colorado to
the postseason in 1995, he
was named National
League Manager of the
Year, becoming the fourth
man named both league
MVP and manager of the
Year.

Baylor also managed
the Chicago Cubs from
2000-2002.

In 2003, Baylor was
diagnosed with multiple
myeloma but he continued
to coach at a high level de-
spite being diagnosed with
cancer. At the conclusion
of his managerial career,
he continued serving as a
hitting coach with several
teams through the 2015
season.

Baylor returned to
Austin where he passed
away on August, 7, 2017 at
St. David’s South Hospital
at the age of 68.

DON BAYLOR
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