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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

There Will Never Be Another Like
Thomas “Hollywood” Henderson

Former Dallas Cowboys linebacker Thomas “Hollywood” Henderson poses on Jan. 27, 2018,
with the ring he won for Super Bowl XII. The Cowboys defeated the Denver Broncos 27-10
on Jan. 15, 1978, at the New Orleans Superdome. (Courtesy of Thomas Henderson)

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist
(VILLAGER) - In rec-

ognition of Black History
Month, the Villager will
feature black athletes
and coaches from Austin
throughout the month
of February. This week:
Dallas Cowboys star line-
backer Thomas “Holly-
wood” Henderson.

Henderson, who
turns 67 in March, was a
football player ahead of
his time.

Not only did the
East Austin native revo-
lutionize the linebacker
position, he did so with
a flamboyancy that only
Muhammad Ali could
appreciate. Henderson
was one of those rare
athletes who backed up
his performance on the
field with his mouth off

the field, and he did so
with pride and enthusi-
asm.

Who can forget
how Henderson, who
played in three Super
Bowls with the Cow-
boys, described Pitts-
burgh Steelers quarter-
back Terry Bradshaw
prior to Super Bowl XIII?
When asked about
Bradshaw, Henderson
replied that the Steelers
quarterback “couldn’t
spell cat if you spotted
him the `c’ and the `a.’ “
Henderson’s war of
words resulted in him
and Bradshaw appearing
together on the cover of
Newsweek magazine,
high praise in 1979.

All you need to
know about Henderson is
that he gave himself the
nickname “Hollywood.”
And that Pro Football Hall
of Famer Lawrence Taylor
- arguably the greatest
linebacker of all time - se-
lected No. 56 because
that was Henderson’s
number with the Cow-
boys.

Henderson, a two-
time All-American at
H B C U - m e m b e r

Langston University in
Oklahoma, was selected
No. 18 overall by the
Cowboys in the 1975
NFL Draft. Talent guru
Gil Brandt discovered
Henderson despite his
small-college status, rev-
eling in his uncanny
speed for a linebacker
and high I.Q. Unlike most
linebackers of that time,
Henderson possessed
the rare ability to run
reverses on kickoffs and
dunk over the goal post,
which he did after scor-
ing a touchdown in a
playoff game against the
Rams.

Raised in East Aus-
tin, Henderson attended
L.C. Anderson High
School his first two years
before moving to Okla-
homa City. Although he
didn’t attend L.C. Ander-
son all four years, his
class was the last class to
graduate from the segre-
gated high school in
1971.

Henderson played
seven NFL season with
the Cowboys, San Fran-
cisco 49ers, Houston Oil-
ers and Miami Dolphins.
He won Super Bowl VVII

with the Cowboys.
Later in life, follow-

ing bouts with drugs and
alcohol and a subse-
quent rehabilitation,
Henderson remained
close to his native Aus-
tin, founding the East
Side Youth Services and
Street Outreach, a non-
profit organization dedi-
cated to helping youth in
Austin. In 1999, he
fasted for a week and
raised $300,000 to fund
the Yellow Jacket Track
and Field at 900 Neal
Street in East Austin. He
later staged a hunger
strike to raise money to
refurbish the facility.

In 2000, Henderson
hit the jackpot, winning
the Texas Lottery for $28
million. He called win-
ning the lottery “a
blessed event.”

Sharing worlds of
wisdom to area youth as
a motivational speaker
in which he details the
highs and lows in his life,
on and off the field,
Henderson considered
running for Austin City
Council. He remains a
fixture in the area to this
day.

(AUSTIN, TX) - The
Committee the Original
Austin Chapter will rec-
ognize Dr. John Warfield
with a posthumous
award Saturday, Febru-
ary 22, at the Millen-
nium Youth Entertain-
ment Complex located
on 1156 Hargrave Street,
Austin, TX at 7:00 pm.

Dr. Warfield was
the former director of
the Center for African
and African-American
studies and Associate
professor of educational
psychology at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Aus-
tin for 26 years.

His remarkable ca-
reer as a clinical and con-
sulting psychologist as
well as a scholar, commu-
nity activist, grassroot
leader and civil rights vi-
sionary, served both the
University of Texas and
the African-American
communities with dis-
tinction. He also was the
founder of KAZI 88.7 FM
radio station of Austin,
TX.

DR. JOHN
WARFIELD

TO BE
HONORED

AT THE
MILLENNIUM

WARFIELD

Residents turn their
focus to the District

Attorney race.
See MARTINSON

Page 6

Trump hands out
pardons after

watching FOX news
See CASH

Page 7

Thank you for your
service, Dr. Jones.

See WISHES
Page 3

Remembering
Dr. John
Warfield!

  At the risk of being a
little repetive as one of the
people who is being
honored for their
contribution to the Austin
community, I cannot help
myself.
   Dr. John Warfield was
one of those people that
you could not forget. He
was dedicated to the
things that he had an
interest in.  Whether it was
local or national politics or
working to create a radio
station for Black
Americans in Austin.
   I first noticed Dr.
Warfield when he was
working to establish a
“Black Political Party.”
He had joined a group of
Black Political leaders
who felt that it was time
for Black Americans to
break away from both
the Democaratic and
Republican parties and
combine their efforts to
create their own national
political party.
   In fact, I believed in
this plan so much that I
once went to a couple of
meetings with him to
Houston, Texas and
Little Rock, Arkansas. It
was later determined that
this was not going to be
effective, because as
soon as a Black Political
leader was identified, the
other parties worked
hard to induce them to
join their party.
   After this effort failed, Dr.
Warfield turned his attention
to the local community and
decided to work  on
founding a Black  owned
and operated Radio Station.
There was one station in the
community that had been
the favorite station for
minorities,  but was shuting
down. That would leave an
entertainment and infor-
mation void in the
community.
   It was through Dr.
Warfields efforts that
KAZI88.7FM was
founded and we still enjoy
it today. But that is a story
for another time.
   It is important, however,
to keep the people who
devoted so much effort to
make our community an
enjoyable place to live,
work, and raise our
families.
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Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l

Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,

Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,

Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am

BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net

www.newlincolnmbc.org
Rev. Darron E. Patterson

Pastor

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.

Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval

Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase

a monthly ad for your
church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church
690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor Ph: (512) 626-3660

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

City of Austin Wishes Patsy Jones, MD
a Very Happy Retirement

(AUSTIN, TX) - After nearly 41 years, Patsy Jones,
MD, announced her retirement from medicine as
of February 14, 2020.  Dr. Jones has worked
primarily in the East and North-East Austin
community.  Some of you have grown from babies
to adulthood with her as your primary care
physician.  “It has been a privilege and pleasure
serving my friends and family,” declares Dr. Jones.
Active patients may contact the office at (512) 472-
9664 about getting your medical record.  Now
there are travel plans, book writing, mother and
grand-daughter adventures, and always church
duties to fill the coming years.  Thank you for your
trust in Patsy Jones, MD and staff over the years. Patsy Jones, MD

TCTOAC
Black History

Program
& Scholarship

Fundraiser

Theme: African
Americans and the

VOTE 2020
Honorees: Tommie
Wyatt, Ed Roby,
The Hon. Harriet

Murphy,
Marvin Douglas,

Dr. Norman
Mason

and Dr. James
Polk

4th Annual
Black History

Program &
Scholarship
Fundraiser

Tickets available
online at:

https://
thecommitteeaustin.org/

Contact:
Byron January

(512) 656-6255 or
Derelle Young
(512) 412-2207
for information.

 Millennium Youth
Entertainment

Complex
1156 Hargrave Street

Austin, Tx 78702
7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

W.H. Passon Historical Society
Blacks in Austin 4 weeks 40 different

questions
Quiz Week #3

21. Michigan University had the Fab Five great
freshmen basketball team. Who was #84 from
LBJ High School?

22. International recognize gospel group from
Austin name was.

23.He is a three time Grammy award winner.

24. This Delvalle H.S. female basketball star
played professional basketball.

25. He is married to Viola Davis?

26. This Austinite was elected as mayor of Dallas,
Texas.

27. This ex-Dallas Cowboy football star was called
“Hollywood”.

 28. He setup “Men and Boys” show.

29. He was the oldest World War II veteran.

30. The Vietnam War claimed many Black
soldiers. Name two from Austin.

Save  all answerrs. Send all 40 Answers to

W. H. Passon Historical Society

1501 east 12th Street, Austin, TX 78702

Wrapping Things Up

My school week
was very uneventful.
Mostly the usual, like
tests and other school-
related things, I can’t
seem to remember.

It was the end of
the grading period this

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

Rebekah McNeal
Round Rock H. S.

week, everyone was
wrapping things up. I’ll
say, I’m truly grateful for
having all my work done
and not having to make
up anything or go into
tutorials. Oh, the stories
I could tell you about
people scrambling last
minute to make sure
they pass their classes!
The end of the grading
period can be stressful,
and I’m glad I’m not
apart of it!

That was all that
pretty much went on for
my week. Just wrapping
things up before the
weekend. I will have a
four day weekend
though! I’m sure you al-
ready know that I look
forward to it!

Maya Angelou

   Maya Angelou
was an American author,
actress, screenwriter,
dancer, poet, and civil
rights activist. Maya
Angelou was famously
known for 1969 memoir,
I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings. Her memoir
created literary history
as it was the first nonfic-
tion bestseller produced
by an African American
woman. Angelou re-
ceived many honor
awards during her ca-
reer including two
NAACP Image Awards in
the outstanding literary
work (non fiction) cat-
egory in the years 2005
and 2009. Maya Angelou
was born April 4, 1928 in
St. Louis, Missouri. She
had a difficult a child-
hood as her parents split

up at a young age of her
life. She and her older
brother were sent to live
with their mother in Ar-
kansas. As a African
American child, Angelou
experienced first hand
discrimination and racial
prejudices.

Maya Angelou was
sexually abused at the
hands of a family associ-
ate at the age of seven.
Later, Angelou’s uncle
killed the man who as-
saulted her in order to
protect her. Angelou was
traumatized and
stopped speaking. She
spent many years mute
after returning to Arkan-
sas. In the mid 1950s,
Maya Angelou’s perfor-
mance career began to
emerge. She gained a
role in the production of
Porgy and Bess, and Pe-
ter appeared in the off-
Broadway production
Calypso Heat Wave
(1957) and realed her
first album, Miss Calypso
(1957). She earned
many awards after this
time. Angelou published
several collections of po-
etry, books, and involve-
ments in screenplays.
Maya Angelou passed
May 28, 2014. She was
truly a remarkable
woman and truly inspira-
tional as she created his-
tory and is still present in
our lives today.

Austin's Tuskegee Pilots

  I have always
been told that Austin has
an interesting Black his-
tory.  Fortunately a lot of
it is at my grandfather's
library. So looked up this
information. There were
three noted product of
the Tuskegee pilot
project from Austin.
They were Captain
Norman Scales Sr., Dr.
Melvin Sikes and Edward
Doyles Sr.. Captain Scales
was a fighter pilot. He was
involved in many battles
flying over Europe during
World War II. Most of
the time he served in
escort fighter units.

Another one is Dr.
Melvin Sikes. Dr. Sikes
was trained as a bom-
bardier-navigator and
fighter pilot. He never
got to show his skill be-
cause Japan surrender
after the nuclear bomb
was dropped. After the
war he became a noted
educator. The final one
was Edward Doyles Sr..
He was a journeyman
aircraft woodworker at
the Tuskegee flying
school from 1942 to
1945. One person Mr.
Doyles mentioned in
one of his interviews
was a friend named Ray
Thomas from Austin. He
said that he was a squad-
ron instructor for the
famed 332nd Fighter
Squadron. We had very
little information about
Thomas.

 I also found out
that W.B. Campbell was
the only commissioned
Black military officer
from the Austin area
during world War I. He
enter as a first Lieuten-
ant and then promoted
to Captain during that
war.

Tyler  Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA

TheVillagerAnd
BlackRegistryCompany

Experiencing Racism

After a couple of
weeks devoted to
rounding up comments
on a single topic that
resonated with stu-
dents, New York Times is
returning to their usual
format of spotlighting
three of the week’s most
popular writing
prompts. This week,
they asked students to
tell them about their ra-
cial identities, when they
think someone becomes

an adult and their
memories of shared
meals.

You’ll notice that
this week’s roundup is
longer than most. That’s
because they got over
200 responses to a ques-
tion about students’ ex-
periences with racism
and they wanted to in-
clude as many com-
ments as possible. They
would like to give a spe-
cial shout-out to two
classmates, Grace
Robertson and Jacob
Jarrett of Hoggard High
School, whose discus-
sion of the merit of Black
History Month particu-
larly moved us. While
they read many excel-
lent comments on this
prompt, they were
struck by these students’
candor and open-
mindedness in discuss-
ing such a sensitive and
important issue.

Ruby George
Cele Middle School

Our History

Black history
month is here and I am
here to talk about it a bit
more. Black history
month was created in
1926 in the U.S. When
historian Carter G.
Woodson studied negro
life and history an-
nounced the second
week of February to be
negro history week.
Now February is the sec-
ond and shortest month
of the year in the Julian
and Gregorian calendar
with 28 days. In common
years and 29 days in leap
years, with the quadren-
nial 29th day being
called the leap day.

Woodson had done

this to show that negro
history was very impor-
tant and needed to be
remembered. But April
3, 1950 he had died from
a heart attack in his of-
fice home, but what he
did will make him re-
membered forever and
what he achieved made
his life meaningful and
important. Some african
heroes also were Robert
abbott, Alvin Ailey,
Muhammad Ali, Richard
Allen,etc. These people
were undefended influ-
ential black americans in
history.

Black history is a
informative topic and
interesting one as well,
we would not be what
we are now if those im-
portant people had not
done anything to em-
power african
americans. Black history
month represents
african americans and
how they each played a
role in the world, and
not just any role but a
change they put into his-
tory making it forever
remembered. This is
what makes black his-
tory month so histori-
cally known world wide.
Thank you for reading
and have a wonderful
day!

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

The Thinker

Auguste Rodin was
born in Paris in 1840. He
suffered in a boarding
school because of his
eyesight in 1854. He en-
rolled in the Imperial
Drawing School and be-
gan to work with draw-
ing and clay. He applied
three times to the most
prestigious art school in
France and was rejected
each time. He got a job
in a commercial art
workshop in 1858 to
help him develop his
skills. His first exhibit,
Man with a Broken Nose
was exhibited at the
Paris Salon in 1853.

The Thinker is
simple compared to
other works of Rodin. It
was originally made
from a much smaller
form of plaster. It is sup-
posed to reflect the
forms of Michelangelo

Kennedy George
Weiss High School

and was originally com-
missioned for The Gates
Of Hell. The Thinker was
intended to represent
the poet Dante as he
thought when writing
The Divine Comedy.

Rodin created this
figure separately and
quickly became associ-
ated with philosophy
and knowledge. The
Thinker creates images
for deep thought and in-
telligence. These themes
were universal in their
appeal at the time. The
Thinker's seat creates a
contemplative atmo-
sphere and would have
been different if the man
was standing or looking
away.

Auguste Rodin was
inspired by artists during
his travels across Europe.
His main exhibit, The
Gates of Hell, contained
images of Dante's popu-
lar 12th-century poem,
The Divine Comedy. An-
other literary inspiration
was Les Fleurs du Mal by
Baudelaire, a popular
book in Paris at the time.
Rodin made a trip to Italy,
which greatly influenced
his works. He was also
greatly influenced by
Greek and Roman sculp-
tures that featured exag-
gerated muscles and life-
size figures.
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 Lacee Johnson
Connally H. S.

Kobe Bryant’s Tragedy

I am sure everyone
has already heard about
the tragedy that oc-
curred on the 26th of
January, that Kobe
Bryant, a basketball leg-
end and future hall of
famer and around 8 oth-
ers were announced
dead after a helicopter
crash into a Santa
Monica Mountain hill-
side. It was a major loss
to not just the NBA as-
sociation but to his fam-
ily, the people of Los An-
geles, and all the other
people around United
States and beyond.

It was Sunday,
January 26, around 3pm
when I found out about
the news. Since this was
on the weekend, I was
taking a cozy nap which
most teenagers do on
the weekend. When I
woke up, I checked my
phone like I usually do
and as soon as I browsed
through my social
media’s I found out in-

stantly about the news.
Pictures, videos, and
gameplay of Kobe
flooded through the sur-
face of every site or app
I tried to open. At first, I
didn’t believe it.  It
seemed too much to
grasp especially after
just waking up. I reached
out to some of my NBA
fans and asked them
about the news to find
out it wasn’t a joke. Kobe
Bryant and his 13-year-
old daughter were dead.
I’ve never been one to
grieve over one’s death,
but Kobe brought some-
thing different to the
table. I soon realized I
wasn’t the only one
dealing with Kobe
Bryant’s death from an
emotional standard, lots
of others were just as
hurt by the death of
Kobe. Then it came to
me “why?” Why were
so many people who
have never even been
1000 feet near Kobe
Bryant dealing with his
passing in such an emo-
tional way? This was a
tribute him and what
he meant to thousands
of people. Simply, he
was an icon to many
people. He not only
changed the NBA and
the way the game was
played but he set a
pathway for multiple
generations to follow.
But still, many people
have made their own
road and accomplished
a lot during their pro-

fessional careers. So,
how is Kobe so different
from everyone else. I re-
alized Kobe didn’t just
pave a road for a basic 3
point shot or an unfor-
gettable dunk, he made
a humongous road, for
children, adults, and se-
niors. He made a road of
pure gold that had a
definite glorious trea-
sure at the end of his life.
The treasure was suc-
cess. He had a rare men-
tality that allowed him
to be the best of the
best. He introduced
many to this mindset
and have given plenty of
people new hope and
faith in their own life. It’s
incredible the influence
of one individual would
have on so many people
and the devastation of
losing him so quickly in
our lifetime.

Honestly, I can’t say
much more. It ’s still
painful knowing we have
lost an icon so quickly in
such a tragic way. Rest in
peace to a legend and
may God warm the
hearts of every other
passenger that was also
taken from us. The pilot,
the guest, and most of
all Kobe Bryant’s 13-
year-old future star
daughter, Gianna.
Through Kobe’s death
may we learn to appre-
ciate family and love
ones and hold them as
close as possible as you
never know when a trag-
edy can occur.
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Black History Month

The month of Febru-
ary is designated “Black

Kaitlyn  Cannon
Bluebonnet Trail Elem.

History Month”, also
known as “African Ameri-
can History Month. The
story of Black History
Month begins in Chicago
during the summer of
1915.It is an annual cel-
ebration of achievements,
as well as remembering
important people and
events, and honoring the
contributions of African
Americans to the United
States of America. It is
commonly said that Carter
G. Woodson, a distinguish
alumnus of the University

of Chicago, participated in
a national celebration of
the 50thanniversary of
emancipation-highlighting
the progress made since
the destruction of slavery.
He is an American histo-
rian, author, journalist, and
founder of the Association
for the Study of African
American Life and History,
and The Journal of Negro
History in 1916. He was
one of the first scholars to
study African-American
history, who selected the
month of February to en-
compass the birthdays of
two great Americans who
played a prominent role in

shaping “black history”,
namely Abraham Lincoln
and Frederick Douglass,
whose birthdays are the
12th and 14th of February,
respectively. Woodson has
been called the “father of
black history”. In February
1926 he launched the cel-
ebration of “Negro History
Week”, eventually becom-
ing Black History Month. In
February 1996, the US Sen-
ate passed a Senate Reso-
lution commemorating
Black History Month.

The month of Febru-
ary includes Valentine’s
Day, which dates back to
the 5th century, and with

the day of February 14th

declared as St. Valentine
Day, and much later, that
day definitively associated
with love.

Valentine greetings
were popular as far back as
the Middle Ages. Written
Valentines didn’t begin to
appear until after 1400.
The oldest known valen-
tine still in existence today
was a poem written in the
year 1415 by Charles, Duke
of Orleans, to his wife
while he was imprisoned in
the Tower of London.
Valentine’s Day began to
be celebrated around the
17th century and by the

middle of 18th century, it
was common for friends,
family of all social classes
exchanged small tokens of
affection or handwritten
notes. By the year 1900,
written letters due to im-
provements in printing
technology, led to ready-
made cards created. Today,
according to the Greeting
Card Association, an esti-
mated 145 million
Valentine’s Day cards are
sent each year, making
Valentine’s Day the second
largest card -sending holi-
day of the year. Women
purchase approximately 85
percent of all valentines.

Erin Martinson for DA

VILLAGER NEWS -

On February 16, 2020, a
group of Latina commu-
nity leaders held a meet
and greet with Erin
Martinson, who is run-

ning for the Travis
County District Attorney
office. "I organized this
event to get the word
out about Erin. Although

I am not very political,
it's important to bring
awareness to other com-
munity leaders, so we
can select the right per-
son in the office, who
cares about the commu-

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

nity," stated Eloise
Sepeda.

Moreover, it was an
opportunity for the or-
ganization of Latinx/ Af-
rican Americans leaders
to educate citizens

about Erin's mission.
Also, Mrs.  Sepeda men-
tioned, "it is important
for Brown and Black
communities to know
about the current mis-
carriage of justice that is
occurring under the cur-
rent District Attorney.
Therefore, Martinson
would be a great re-
placement for the DA
office."

"For the past
twenty years, I have rep-
resented thousands of
women and children,
helping them find safety,
strength, and indepen-
dence in the wake of the
violence they experi-
enced. For three years, I
was a criminal defense
attorney, specializing in
representing women ar-
rested for crimes related
to their victimization. I
also led the Protective
Order division at the
Travis County Attorney’s
office for twelve years,"
expressed Erin
Martinson.

Pictured left to right:
Errin Matterson and Eloise Sepeda.

Photo/by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

 “The Pflugerville
Independent School

District
will open Proposals for:

District UPS
Replacement on

Wednesday, February 26,
2020 @ 2:00 p.m.

All proposals may be sub-
mitted (by mail or hand

carry) to:
Pflugerville ISD

1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville, TX 78660

Attn: Janie Ornelas
Proposals may be picked up
in person or downloaded from
the PISD website at:
www.pfisd.net.

 AUSTIN
COMMUNITY

COLLEGE (ACC)
DISTRICT

invites all interested bidders
to submit bids for

SONATEST VEO PHASED
ARRAY ULTRASONIC

FLAW DETECTORS AND
ACCESSORIES

„h Invitation for Bid (IFB) No.
287-20-0162-00-S-MS-IFB

All bids must be submitted to
the Procure to Pay (P2P)
Department by no later than
Tuesday, March 3, 2020 at
2:00 P.M., Central Standard
Time (CST).
Solicitation documents are
available on the ACC
Purchasing website at http://
www.austincc.edu/offices/
pu rchas ing /adve r t i sed -
solicitations, or at the ACC
P2P Department with
advance notice at (512) 223-
1051 between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
All responses must be sealed
and returned to the ACC P2P
Office, ACC Service Center,
9101 Tuscany Way, Austin,
Texas 78754, by the date and
time indicated above.
Electronically transmitted
responses will NOT be
accepted unless otherwise
stated in the documents.
ACC reserves the right to
reject any and/or all
responses and waive all
formalities in the solicitation
process

New Jobs for the
Week of 02/16/2020

Technician, Heating Ventilation
& Air-Conditioning

Service Center
Job# 2002002

Coordinator, Evening/ Weekend
Operations –Part-Time (50%)

Highland Campus
Job# 2002006

Technician, Accounting
Service Center
Job# 2002008

Academic Coach-Part-Time
(75%)

Riverside
Job# 2002009

Analyst, Institutional Reporting
Highland Business Center

Job# 2002011
Coordinator, High School
Programs Career & Job

Readiness
South Austin Campus

Job# 2002015
Assistant, Library

Round Rock Campus
Job# 2002016

Supervisor, Adult Education
Assessment

Location As assigned
Job# 2001056

Conley-Guerrero Sr. Activity Center Celebrates

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

(AUSTIN, TX) -
There was plenty of
dancing, laughter, food
and friendship at the
annual Conley-Guerrero
Senior Activity Center
(C-GSAC) “2020 National
Black History Month”
celebration held at the
center on Wednesday,
February 12, 2020.

   Conley-Guerrero
Activity Center Recre-

ation Program Supervi-
sor West Baxter wel-
comed over 100 people
to the annual event,
which featured singing
by the C-GSAC Inspira-
tional Choir led by musi-
cian Beaulah Agnes
Curry Jones and choir
director Joe Spencer.
There was also line danc-
ing performed by the
Golden Aces R&B Line
Dancers led by dance in-
structor L.M. Rivers.

  Keynote speaker
Retired Adjunct Profes-
sor of Political Science
Gregory Garlow spoke
on “African Americans
and the Vote.”

   “Today’s con-
cerns are voter compla-
cency and low minority
turnout,” Prof. Garlow
said of minority voting
patterns.  “But by better

understanding democ-
racy, we can better un-
derstand the possibili-
ties of the future.”

   Attendees enjoyed
a meal of barbecued
chicken, potato salad and
all the trimmings compli-
ments of Bert’s Barbecue
and Catering.

   West Baxter, who
has directed the activi-
ties at the center for the

past year, said,” I can’t
believe that this first
year passed so quickly. I
am so blessed to work
with a community so
caring and loving. I look
forward to creating
more thoughtful pro-
grams for Conley-
Guerrero Senior Activity
Center and getting to
know the community
more.”

Dina R. Cantu, Conley-Guerrero Program
Specialist (right), presents gifts to Gregory
Garlow, retired adjunct professor of political
science and keynote speaker for the 2020
Black History Month Celebration held at
Conley-Guerrero Sr. Activity Center on
February 12th.  (Photo by Carolyn Jones)

Over 100 people attended the 2020 National
Black History Month Celebration held at
Conley-Guerrero Sr. Activity Center on
Wednesday, February 12, 2020.  (Photo by
Carolyn Jones)

The Conley-Guerrero Senior Activity Center
Inspirational Choir, led by Musician Beaulah
Agnes Curry Jones (left) and Choir Director
Joe Spencer (right), performed at the “2020
National Black History Month Celebration”
on Wednesday, February 12th.  (Photo by
Carolyn Jones)

Dance instructor L. M. Rivers leads
members of the Golden Aces R&B Line
Dancers at the 2020 National Black History
Month Celebration held at Conley-Guerrero
Sr. Activity Center on Wednesday, February
12, 2020.  (Photo by Carolyn Jones)

(DAILY BEAST) - President Donald Trump on
Tuesday granted clemency to 11 people, including
several convicted felons who are either Fox News
regulars or have been championed by the
president’s favorite cable-news network. And in an-
other case, the family of one pardon recipient
dished out massive contributions to the president’s
re-election campaign just months before Trump’s
clemency spree.

Among those granted pardons or sentence
commutations were former Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich, who was sentenced to 14 years in
prison for attempting to sell former President
Barack Obama’s Senate seat; former New York City
police commissioner Bernard Kerik, who was sen-
tenced to four years in 2010 for tax fraud and lying
to the feds; and Michael Milken, the “junk-bonds
king” whose early-'90s insider-trading conviction
made him a poster boy of white-collar crime.

Unsurprisingly, a key influence that led to
Trump’s decision, particularly as it related to
Blagojevich, was Fox News. The same could partly
be said of the decision on Kerik, a frequent Fox News
guest whose pardon was backed by several of the
network’s stars; Milken, whose pardon was sup-
ported by Fox Business Network host and Trump
loyalist Maria Bartiromo; and Angela Stanton, an
occasional pro-Trump TV pundit whose pardon was
pushed by frequent Fox News guest and evangeli-
cal leader Alveda King.

Speaking to reporters on Tuesday, Trump made
the Fox News connection abundantly clear, telling
reporters that he decided to commute the rest of
Blagojevich’s sentence because he’d seen the ex-
governor’s wife Patti Blagojevich pleading her
husband’s case on Fox.

“I watched his wife on television,” Trump de-
clared, adding that he didn’t know the ex-governor
“very well” despite Blagojevich’s appearances on
The Celebrity Apprentice years ago.

In mid-2018, the president repeatedly asked
close advisers to explore a Blagojevich pardon and,
while doing so, emphatically referenced clips he’d
seen on Fox, including a segment on informal Trump
adviser Jeanine Pirro’s weekend show, according to
two sources who independently discussed the mat-
ter with the president at the time.

According to liberal media-watchdog Media
Matters for America, Patti Blagojevich took to Fox
programming in April 2018 to push for her
husband’s sentence to be reduced, making at least
seven appearances on some of Trump’s favorite
primetime shows such as Tucker Carlson Tonight
and The Ingraham Angle.

The hosts, meanwhile, didn’t even bother with
subtlety during the interviews. For instance, Tucker
Carlson asked Mrs. Blagojevich what she would say
“if you could speak to the president.”

Kerik, meanwhile, has been a frequent guest
of Fox News primetime programming for several
years, generally offering on-air criticism of how
Democrats handle New York City’s police depart-
ment and criminal justice in general.

In what can generously be described as ironic,
Kerik appeared the evening before his pardon on
Tucker Carlson Tonight to rail against bail reform in
New York while urging for harsher punishment for
criminals, claiming crime was down when the po-
lice department increased arrests for “jumping turn-
stiles” and other low-level misdemeanors.

Kerik has also been used as a Trump-friendly
critic of the so-called “deep state” on Fox News air-
waves, at one point advocating for the arrest of
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and House Intelligence
Committee Chairman Adam Schiff (D-CA) for trying
to carry out an “attempted coup” of Trump with the
whistleblower complaint and impeachment inquiry.

According to the White House, Kerik’s pardon
was supported by Fox News stars like Geraldo Rivera
and Judge Andrew Napolitano. Additionally, the
administration said, Trump’s personal lawyer Rudy
Giuliani—a frequent Fox News commentator and
Kerik's one-time boss—backed the decision.

by Justin Baragona - Contributing Editor
and Asawin Suebsaeng - White House Reporter

of the Daily Beast

Trump Got Tons of
Campaign Cash Before
Handing Out Pardon
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DELTA BETA CHAPTER
Commission on Civil Rights and MLK Day Reading Campaign

(AUSTIN, TX) - The
Delta Beta Chapter (Aus-
tin, Texas) of the Na-
tional Sorority of Phi
Delta Kappa, Inc.
(NSPDK) held its annual
civil rights presentation
on January 25, 2020 at
the University Hills Li-
brary, Austin, Texas.  The
national objectives for
NSPDK include keeping
its membership aware of
matters and issues in-
volving the civil rights of
children and youth, and
to keep abreast of legis-
lation, on local, state and
national levels which af-
fects education, educa-
tors and students.

Precinct 1 Judge
Yvonne Williams; Ms.
Eleanor Thompson, Se-
nior Planner; and Mrs.
Valerie Fruge, Juvenile
Case Manager, guests of
Delta Beta Chapter of
the National Sorority of
Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. pre-
sented information con-
cerning “The Role of Jus-
tice Courts to Address
Truancy and Other Stu-

dent Behavioral Infrac-
tions.”

Each presenter
shared information con-
cerning her role as it re-
lates to the following
objectives:

· Philosophy of
Precinct 1 designed to
disrupt school to prison
pipeline

· Procedures and
processes Precinct 1 in-
corporates in adjudica-
tion of juveniles

· Explain trauma
informed court interven-
tions

· Status of chil-
dren in the court system
with behavioral and
mental health needs

Their presentation
allowed Delta Beta
members to review
practices at many
schools and determine
how we can incorporate
some of their plans/ob-
jectives, working with
parent partners, in order
to positively impact/re-
duce truancy.

In January 2020

Delta Beta Chapter
sorors started their an-
nual reading campaign,
and on January 20, 2020,
on the campus of
Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity, members collected
signatures from pledg-
ees to read for one hour
to honor Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and sup-
port the Read Across
America Program.
Thanks to the participa-
tion of students, par-
ents, faculty, Greater
Austin community and
members of Delta Beta
Chapter, the chapter was
able to collect 2,413
pledge signatures fulfill-
ing another national
educational initiative of
this dynamic organiza-
tion.

 For information
about NSPDK, Inc. mem-
bership and its affiliate
groups, please contact
Delta Beta Chapter
President Estelle Brooks
at (512) 940-6741 or
e m a i l
esbrooks55@aol.com.

Delta Beta Chapter MLK Day Pledge to Read Campaign on
Huston-Tillotson University campus.

(VILLAGER) - If you
don’t know the four-
time GRAMMY® nomi-
nated artist sensation
Yola, get to know her
now! Yola, a British
country soul artist now
finds herself on major
platforms including
SXSW 2019, the first art-
ists taped for Austin City
Limits 2020, the
GRAMMY® Award pre-
show, Jimmy Kimmel
Live, The Tonight Show
with Jimmy Fallon and
she recently joined
Austin’s own Gary Clark
Jr. to honor legendary
rock band Aerosmith
during a pre-Grammy
fundraiser.

The British native
experienced her
breakout success in
2019 with the release of
Walk Through Fire, a
Dan Auerbach–pro-
duced album. What is
her genre, you might
ask? Yola can sing across
many genres including
Americana, Soul, Coun-
try, Country Soul and the
list goes on. Her power-
ful vocals and her exten-
sive range seem achiev-
able with little or no ef-
fort. Yola is a music ma-
chine and as if that isn’t
enough, she is also an
accomplished guitarist!

With just a few mu-
sical accompaniments,
this powerhouse bellows
out notes that make you

YOLA – A Black Girl Who Rocks!
By Naomi Richard

VILLAGER
Entertainment

Reporter

look twice…wondering,
where did that sound
come from! Her live per-
formances are to die for.
Recently she performed
to a packed crowd at
Austin’s own Scoot Inn.
The old and young stood
for hours listing to her
melodious voice sing hit
after hit such as Ride Out
in the Country, Rock Me
Gently, Love All Night
(Work All Day), Shady
Grove and, of course,
Walk Through Fire along
with many more.

Seemingly over-
whelmed by her
newfound fame, this
beautiful, dark-choco-
late, full-figured and big-
hair ball of fire grabs
your heart. She is a force
to be reckoned with and
she’s just beginning a
musical career that’s
destined to last for many
years to come. While re-
flecting on her new path
she shared simply, “Be-

ing a new artist is not
easy…I still cannot be-
lieve that I’m here!” And
as one is to expect, after
performing on the
GRAMMY® Award pre-
show, she’s in non-stop
demand.

In the past year
alone, Yola finds herself as
a four-time GRAMMY®
nominated artist for:  Best
New Artist; Best Ameri-
cana Album for Walk
Through Fire; Best Ameri-
can Roots Song; and Best
American Roots Perfor-
mance for Faraway Look.
Apart from these nomina-
tions, Yola also won UK
Artist of the Year and UK
Album of the Year for
Walk Through Fire.

Follow Yola
@ i a m y o l a o f f i c i a l
(Instagram) and
@iamyola (Twitter).

Yola is a Black Girl
Who Rocks, and she
makes our list of New
Artists To Watch 2020!

Yola performs in Austin, Texas - Scoot Inn.
By Suzanne Cordeiro.
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