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Why We
 Celebrate
Dr. King!

   It seem as though the
question of, “Why we
Celebrate Dr. Martin
Luther King Day?”,
comes up every year as we
prrepare to observe “King
Day.” It is a question that
deserves an answer.
   However, many of the
people who could tell the
story best is no longer
with us. But the ones
who are, can remember
Dr. King as though he
was here just yesterday.
   I remember Dr. King
as the leader of the Civil
Rights Movement who
put his life on hold to
fight for the liberation of
people who were being
left behind by the
system. He did not fight
for just Black Ameri-
cans, or certain religious
groups, but for all of
those who were being
denied their civil rights
in this country.
   Dr. King became the
face of the movement
and was expected to help
people all around the
country who were
fighting for their God
given rights. In order to
do that, we had to
challenge the legal
system in this country.
   Most of the barriers
were in Southern states
where the Governors of
those states worked
overtime to uphold the
rules in those states.
However, it was the
President from Texas
that started to turn things
around.
   It was President Lyndon
B. Johnson from Texas
who signed many bills
that overturned the  long
standing traditions of the
separation of the races.
The long standing
tradition of “Seperate but
Equal” was no longer the
law of the land. But there
was still a lot of work to
do.
   The fight goes on in
many areas and the
movement is being led by
people of many races and
genders. January is one
time of the year where we
can all come together and
continue to fight for the
issues that need our
attention.
   Thank you Dr. King.

Austin to mourn
the loss of a
living legend

See STREET
Page 3

King’s Dream Still Unfulfilled
March Honoring Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr. Draws Thousands
by Carolyn Jones | VILLAGER Writer

A crowd of thousands stream from the Texas capital in Austin and down East 11th

Street towards Huston-Tillotson University during the Annual MLK Day program
held on Monday, January 20, 2020.  Photo by Carolyn Jones

(VILLAGER) - While
thousands celebrated
the life and legacy of the
late civil rights leader Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
both in Austin and all
over the nation on Mon-
day, January 20th, many
were left wondering
how far his dream for a
color-blind America has
come and if the goals of
the Civil Rights Move-
ment have been ful-
filled.

   For many minori-
ties and people of color,
housing discrimination,
homelessness, racism,
discrimination towards
immigrants, police bru-
tality, joblessness, and
increasing poverty,
among many other sys-
temic problems, still per-
vade the nation.

   When King was
assassinated on April 4,

1968, as he stood on the
balcony of the Lorraine
Motel in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, he was helping
striking Memphis sanita-
tion workers.  He was 39.

   King lived to see
the Civil Rights Act of
1964 signed into law by
President Lyndon
Johnson on July 2, 1964.
This document, which
became the most
sweeping civil rights leg-
islation since Recon-
struction, prohibited dis-
crimination in public
places, provided for the
integration of schools
and other public facili-
ties, and made employ-
ment discrimination ille-
gal.

   After King’s death
came a flurry of political
initiatives, including the
Fair Housing Act passed
in April 1968.  This act

prohibited discrimina-
tion concerning the sale,
rental, and financing of
housing based on race,
religion, national origin,
sex, handicap and fam-
ily status.

   Many minorities
in Austin remember the
1950’s and early 1960’s
as a time when segrega-
tion and Jim Crow prac-
tices were rampant:  rel-
egated to riding in the
back of public buses,
having to order food
from the back door of
restaurants, “colored”
waiting rooms, segre-
gated schools with
books handed down
from White schools,
movie theaters which
required Blacks to watch
sit in the balcony, and
the inability to find gain-
ful employment in gov-
ernment agencies or

purchase homes in
White neighborhoods.

   Much has hap-
pened since then espe-
cially on the Austin cam-
pus of UT, said Dr.
Edmund Gordon, the
school’s Associate Pro-
fessor of African and Af-
rican Diaspora Studies
and Vice Provost for Di-
versity.  Dr. Gordon ad-
dressed the MLK Day
crowd on UT’s East Mall
underneath the shadow
of the bronze sculpture
of Dr. King.

   “We no longer
have Confederate
names on our statues,
which used to block the
entrance to the South
Mall,” Dr. Gordon said.
He also stated that 70
years ago, there were no
Black students or fac-
ulty; fifty-five years ago,
UT had its first tenured

Black faculty member;
thirty years ago, 75 per-
cent to 80 percent of the
student population was
White.

   Despite gains in
many areas, much re-
mains to be done, said
Nelson Linder, president
of the Austin Branch
NAACP.  Linder was one
of several speakers who
addressed a crowd of
thousands from the
steps of the capital.

   Linder urged the
city of Austin to, “Put
your money where your
mouth is” and address
the inequities in Austin.
He suggested that the
city put money into east
Austin and build low in-
come housing as well as
address discrimination.
He also called for legis-
lation at the city and
county level.

2020 SXSW Film
Festival Features
and Premieres

Announced
By Naomi J. Richard

VILLAGER
Entertainment Editor

(VILLAGER) - The
South by Southwest®
(SXSW®) Conference
and Festivals announced
the features, episodics
and Opening Night Film
for the 27th edition of
the SXSW Film Festival,
running March 13 - 22,
2020 in Austin, Texas.
Every year, this ac-
claimed program draws
thousands of fans, film-
makers and industry

See FESTIVAL, page 5
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Patrick Mahomes Latest in a Long Line of
Black QBs To Star For Andy Reid

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

Mahomes McNabb Vick Young
(VILLAGER) - It ’s

only fitting that Kansas
City Chiefs coach Andy
Reid returns to the Su-
per Bowl with Patrick
Mahomes as his quarter-
back.

Of the seven black
quarterbacks to start in
a Super Bowl, two
played for Reid -
Donovan McNabb with
Philadelphia in 2005,
and Mahomes. Reid is
the only coach who has
advanced to more than

one Super Bowl to start
a black quarterback
each time.

This is not a coinci-
dence.

Reid has an affinity
for giving black quarter-
backs an equal opportu-
nity to prove themselves
- unlike so many of his
white coaching peers
over the years - which is
one of the reasons why
I’m pulling for Kansas
City to defeat the San
Francisco 49ers in Super
Bowl LIV (better known
as Super Bowl 54).

Reid pulled a rabbit
out of his hat when he
selected McNabb No. 2
overall in the 1999 NFL
Draft over the vociferous
and misguided booing of
Eagles fans who wanted

Reid to select Heisman
Trophy winner Ricky
Williams of the Texas
Longhorns.

All McNabb did was
lead the Eagles to five
NFL championship
games, including four in
a row.

If that wasn’t
enough, Reid rebuilt the
career of disgraced quar-
terback Michael Vick,

who served prison time
for dogfighting. Signing
Vick was not a popular
move at the time, and
Reid was vilified for his
decision. But it said a lot
about Reid’s willingness
to give a second chance
to Vick, who was not
only a disgraced quarter-
back but a disgraced
BLACK quarterback. Un-
der Reid, Vick enjoyed
the greatest statistical
season of his career and
was named to a fourth
Pro Bowl in 2010. The
following year, Reid
signed former Texas
Longhorns standout
Vince Young as a backup
to Vick.

Which brings us to
the Reid-Mahomes con-
nection.

Red personally
hand-picked Mahomes
out of Texas Tech in the
2017 draft. He gave up
first- and third-round
picks to select Mahomes
No. 10 overall. Reid
could have drafted
Deshaun Watson, an-
other black quarterback

who went 12th overall to
the Houston Texas, but,
no, Reid wanted
Mahomes.

Reid followed a fa-
miliar quarterback script
in targeting Mahomes.

Mahomes is
McNabb with superior
pocket presence, Vick
with greater passing ac-
curacy.

Mahomes starred
at Whitehouse High
School, a four-hour drive
from Austin. A three-star
recruit, Mahomes re-
ceived three - repeat,
three - college scholar-
ship offers (Texas Tech,
Rice and Oklahoma
State) despite passing
for 4,619 yards and 50
touchdowns and rushing
for 948 yards and 15
touchdowns as a senior.

Think Mahomes
could have helped the
Texas Longhorns win a
few games? We’ll never
know.

As a rookie,
Mahomes sat behind
veteran Alex Smith and
started only one game -

the final game of the
regular season. Last
year, in his first year as
an NFL starter,
Mahomes was named
league MVP and joined
Tom Brady and Peyton
Manning as the only
quarterbacks to throw
for 50 touchdowns in a
season.

This year, when
Mahomes was sidelined
with a knee injury,
Lamar Jackson of the
Baltimore Ravens took
center stage as the best
quarterback in the NFL
and the likely MVP
choice. But when the
playoffs started,
Mahomes replaced Jack-
son as the best quarter-
back in the league -
hands down.

Mahomes’ master-
ful performance against
the Tennessee Titans in
the AFC championship
game was one for the
ages, and another re-
minder to give credit
where it’s due.

Andy Reid, take a
bow. Well done, sir.

Kansas City Chiefs       vs.       San Francisco 49ers
SUNDAY - February 2, 2020 | 5:30 PM

Watch on: FOX
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Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l

Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,

Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,

Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am

BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net

www.newlincolnmbc.org
Rev. Darron E. Patterson

Pastor

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.

Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval

Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase

a monthly ad for your
church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church
690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor Ph: (512) 626-3660

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Original L.C. Anderson Teacher
Maery Lou Street To Be Funeralized Saturday

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Known simply as Mrs.
Street to her students,
Maery Lou Street spent
a lifetime nurturing
young people into adult-
hood from her platform
as an English teacher at
the Original L.C. Ander-
son High School. She
died peacefully in her
sleep at home on Mon-
day, January 13, 2020.
Her funeral will be held
at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
January 25, 2020, at
Ebenezer Third Baptist
Church, 1010 East 10th

Street in Austin, Texas,
and interment at Ever-
green Cemetery. The
wake will be held 5:00-
7:00 p.m., Friday, Janu-
ary 24, 2020, at King-
Tears Mortuary, Inc.,
1300 E. 12th Street in
Austin, Texas.

She was born
Maery Lou Young,
daughter of Tom Young
and Sarah Young
(Smalley), and sister of
Thomas Young and
Arlester Young. A native
Floridian, she became a
Texan when she married
the late Oliver B. Street,
owner of Street Con-
struction in Austin, on
August 15, 1941. They
had one son, Oliver B.
Street, II, who gave them
a daughter-in-law, Polly;
three grandsons Salim B.
Street (Jenny), the late
Osokwe N’namdi Street
and Oliver B. Street, III;
and two great-grand-
daughters, Kirstin C.
Street and Harper R.
Street.

Maery Lou at-
tended the public
schools of Miami,
Florida, and graduated
with honors (Cum
Laude) from Tuskegee
Institute (University).

After employment in At-
lanta, GA, and Washing-
ton, DC, she received a
Master of Education De-
gree from The University
of Texas at Austin.

She began her
teaching career with the
Austin Independent
School District (AISD) at
Blackshear Elementary
School, but later joined
the faculty of Tillotson
College (Huston-
Tillotson University) as
Chair of the Business
Education Department.
She returned to AISD as
a teacher of English at
the Original L.C. Ander-
son High School. During
the desegregation of the
school system, she was
transferred to Sidney
Lanier High School. Due
to her standard of excel-
lence and her leadership
skills, she was soon
asked to chair that
school’s English depart-
ment.  She retired after
21 years with AISD.

Maery Lou Street
Funeralized

Mrs. Street was ac-
tive in the community
and publicly honored by
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
“Minority Women of the
Year”; National Council
of Negro Women “Tuto-

rial Service Award”;
Texas General Land Of-
fice “Contribution  to
Public Education”; Busi-
ness Opportunity Sym-
posium Series II “BOSSII,
Women of Valor”; Top
Ladies of Distinction, Inc.
“Grand Salute to Out-
standing Austin
Women”; and Austin
Area Urban League
“Community Service
Award for the Year.”  She
also was honored by the
City of Austin Volunteer
Center for volunteer ser-
vice; the Austin Public
Library System for volun-
teer service hours and
for initiating the Carver
Branch Library Tutoring
Program. She was a
caseworker for the Red
Cross and was also rec-
ognized by The Villager
Newspaper as one of
“Austin’s Living Leg-
ends.”

She was a life mem-
ber of the NAACP, Na-
tional Council of Negro
Women, Inc., Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc., and Texas State
Teachers Association.
She was also a member
of Top Ladies of Distinc-
tion, Inc., Capital City Li-
ons Club, Lottie Madison
Chapter of the Order of

Eastern Star, and the
Friendship Bridge Club.

Mrs. Street joined
Ebenezer Baptist Church
in 1942 under the pas-
torate of the late Rev.
J.C. Lott.  Her church ac-
tivities included mem-
bership and presidency
of Deborah Circle; Coor-
dinator of the first TV
Ministry; Sunday School
teacher of the Business
and Professional
Women’s class; Organizer
and Chair of the Grief
Ministry Committee;
Woman’s Day Captain
and Co- Captain; recipient
of the Distinguished Chris-
tian Service Award; and
other participatory roles
in various church pro-
grams.

Her favorite things
to do were to read, travel,
and play bridge. She was
an avid, passionate bridge
player and master bridge
teacher who played twice
a week at the City of
Austin’s Conley-Guerrero
Senior Activity Center. Her
intellectual curiosity, cul-
tural broadening and ex-
posure, led to passionate
support of the Arts
through being a season
ticket patron of Zachary
Scott Theatre, and
Broadway in Austin at
Bass Concert Hall for
many years. She addi-
tionally holds a “Seat of
Honor” in the Long Cen-
ter for the Performing
Arts.

Mrs. Street’s legacy
will live on in the lives of
her students and in the
community she served
so well. The family asks
that in lieu of flowers,
please donate to “Macu-
lar Degeneration Re-
search,” “Lions Interna-
tional,” or the charity of
your choice.

Maery Lou Street

T. L. Wyatt Damita Shanklin

Listen Live )))

Every Friday | 8AM - 9AM

The
Breakfast

Club
www.kazifm.org

 By Linda Conner
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Tyler  Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA

Sarah Robertson
Connally H. S.

M.L.K.'s Dream

 This week many
celebrated Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.'s birthday.
Most will reflect on his
dreams speech and
what he dreamed for the
future of America. Some
of the things he spoke
about seemed to have
some success.

While others it
seems will never really
come true I think. I was
not alive 60 or more
years ago. therefore I
must rely on those that
were. I am surrounded
by books on American
and especially African

American history. Thing
really have changed be-
cause being Black in
America meant you had
to endure a lot. Integra-
tion and discrimination
was just a part of life. I
read that it was said that
a Black American at one
time had no rights a
White man had to honor.
We could not even tes-
tify against a White man.
If we accomplished any-
thing it was because we
were allowed. Although
we were qualified.

The school I attend
is predominately Black
and Hispanic. As are
most schools east of IH
35. I was told  that 60
years ago there were
some school east of IH
35 that had large num-
bers of White's. Yet one
thing I do know we do
have a lot more oppor-
tunities. Especially if you
are prepared . You can
live practically anywhere
if you can afford it. I
don't think there will
ever be world-wide
equality.

NHS Induction

Rebekah McNeal
Round Rock H. S.

This past Thursday
January 16th, 2020 the
John B Connally High
School hosted their an-
nual induction cer-
emony for the National
Honors Society. National
Honors Society is an or-
ganization that recog-
nizes outstanding high
school students
throughout the United
States.

The selection pro-
cess for NHS is through
grade point average,
character, leadership,
scholarship, and service.
During the induction
ceremony the keynote
speaker Dr. Larry
Parker,jr. talked about to
keep people that are
during the same thing as
you in your circle. This
stuck with me because
pretty much all of my
friends were inducted
into NHS which shows
that I have the right
people in my circle.

I am blessed with
the opportunity to be in-
ducted into NHS and
have the honor of being
recognized as a student.
I can’t wait to see what
the future holds for me
and the new opportuni-
ties that come with this
accomplishment.

My Long Week

It has been a long,
long week. I feel like an
old snail that’s been
dragged by a tiny string,
on a salt-covered side-
walk. I’m ready for the
weekend.

On Tuesday, I was

swamped with home-
work. Normally, I have
little to no homework
for the week. Of course
with the exception of
having one to two days
with about one sheet of
homework. I was con-
fused and overwhelmed
with the amount, but
long story short I orga-
nized my workload and
it’s all finished now. I’m
very glad that’s over.

I can’t remember
what else I did this week.
My week felt slow but
moved quickly. Now, I
have a busy weekend
planned. Each day in-
volves waking up early,
which I’m not looking
forward to. But I have a
party to go to, that’ll be
a fun relief!

 Lacee Johnson
Conally High School

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Hello everyone, In
this article I wanted to
talk about an amazing
person and how he
changed the world. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr was a
american minister and
activist. He had soon be-
came the most visible
spokesperson and
leader in the civil rights
movement. Mr.king
started to stand for his
American civil rights
movement.

His most famous
work in 1963 was the
speech called "I had a
dream." He has spoke of
his dream in the united
states that is a void of
segregation and racism.
Mr.King also advocated
for nonviolent methods
of protest. He had a vi-
sion that changed the
world, its because of his
efforts of his supporters
that american came to
understand the power
that he showed.

The voting rights
act protects african
americans right to vote.
He has also played a
major part in the pas-
sage of the Fair Housing
Act of 1968. Mr.King was
a extraordinary man
who will for change the
world be helping it.
January 20 a day is dedi-
cated to him and that
day helps people re-
member the impact he
had made. Thanks for
reading.

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

Diabetes in Teens

Did you know chil-
dren have a higher risk
of type 2 diabetes if they
are overweight or have
family history of diabe-
tes or are not active?
Children who are African
American, Hispanic, Na-
tive American, Asian
American also have a
higher risk of developing
type 2 diabetes. As a
teen, I can find it easy to
say, just like adults eat-
ing healthy is not an easy
task. Even though adults
may be focusing on
something other than
studies, like work, kids,
or other tasks but the
results mainly end the
same, eating unhealthy
foods.   Health is not a
priority for young
people.

During teenage
years, you mainly de-
pend on food from the
cafeteria, one time a day
mainly being a lunch
that doesn’t give you
many healthy food
choices.   Most kids bring
snacks for a quick fuel. It
is safe to assume that
when you are hungry in

a class that seems like it
is going to last for hours,
packing something
healthy isn’t the main
thing on your mind. The
main thing is to eat any-
thing to get full. After
school, students travel
home in many ways,
whether it is a long tir-
ing bus ride, a car ride,
or walking, either way
when you get home its
late, your more than
likely stressed, and as
expected, hungry again.

Obviously, if you
have a lot of homework
and it looks like you have
a busy night ahead, you
are going to go for a
meal that is more fueling
than nourishing which
isn’t a healthy food
choice either. The aver-
age student just went
through three unhealthy
choices in one day, and
this excludes breakfast
or late-night meals. Say-
ing this, I don’t see it that
surprising to see diabe-
tes being a major prob-
lem in American schools
or just America as a
whole. In my opinion the
first place to truly start
at with teenage diabetes
would be the lunch lines.
Weight isn’t mainly
around eating too much
its eating too much of
the wrong sources like
pizza, hamburgers, cook-
ies, tater tots, and
clearly these food
choices are not the most
efficient way to get a day
started. There is a grow-
ing type 2 diabetes prob-
lem in young people,
and we can help make a
change with healthy eat-
ing habits.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Monday, January
20, America honored the
birth, life, and dream of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
The day symbolizes a
time to recognize and re-
member the injustices
that Dr. King fought for.
It is also a time to re-
member the equality,
freedom, and liberty for
all races that he fought for
through nonviolence. Dr.
King’s birthday is January
15, but we celebrate his
day every third Monday in
January. A fun fact is that,
Stevie Wonder was a
strong supporter of the
movement to make Dr.
King’s birthday a national
holiday.

To promote this
movement, in 1981, he

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

wrote and released the
popular song, “Happy
Birthday” in support of
the cause. Dr. King was
an American minister
and activist who became
the Civil Rights move-
ment spokesman and
leader from the year of
1955 to 1968. Dr. King
was born in Atlanta,
Georgia. He is most rec-
ognized for Civil Rights
advancement through
nonviolence and civil
disobedience inspired
by his Christian beliefs.
Dr. King fought for the
rights of all people, in-
cluding African Ameri-
cans. He hoped that the
future would hold a so-
ciety that no longer rec-
ognized people by the
color of the skin and im-
pact a person’s freedom
and rights. His speeches
still inspire many today.

One of his most fa-
mous speeches is his “I
Have a Dream Speech”.
In 1963, Dr. King helped
organize the “March on
Washington”. More than
250,000 people at-
tended the march to
support the importance
of civil rights legislation.
The march hoped to ac-
complish some issues

such as, end to segrega-
tion in public school,
protection against police
brutality, and employ-
ment discrimination. At
this march, Dr. King gave
his speech, inspiring
many people and bring-
ing change.

The Civil Rights Act
was passed a year later
in 1964. Dr. King was un-
fortunately assassinated
in April 4, 1968 in Mem-

phis, TN. James Earl Ray
shot him as he was
standing on the balcony
of his hotel. Although Dr.
King is no longer with us,
his legacy still remains.
Everything he worked
for continues to shape
our future to this day.
We recognize and ap-
preciate all that he has
done to take his vision
and transform it into a
reality.

www.TheAustinVillager.com

@TheVillagerATX

The POWER
Of Second
Chances

Saturday
January 25, 2020

10:00 am | 4:00 pm

St. Edwards
University

3001 S. Congress

It is never too late to change
anything; there is no point that is
too low to come back from, and
there is no opportunity lost for-
ever. There is POWER in the
hindsight of 20/20.

Please join us for a day of
inspiration and encouragement
for you to find the value and
power of a second chance.

Join our featured speaker, James
R Nowlin with our guest speakers,
Sara Hickman, Richard Hellen and
Shawn LIvingston along with Emcee
Quita Culpepper.

Doors open at 9:00AM
This is a family-friendly event.

We invite ages 5 and up to attend our
events. We look forward to sharing
the day with you!!!
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The Macaroni Bot

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

It has been two
weeks since the FIRST
(For Inspiration and Rec-
ognition of Science and
Technology) Robotics
2020 game challenge,
Infinite Recharge, was
released. In years past,
high school robotics
teams had six weeks af-
ter the annual release of
the new challenge to
build a robot that could
complete the tasks nec-
essary to score points.
After those six weeks
were up, teams had to
wrap their robot in a
plastic bag and leave it
untouched until compe-
tition. However, FIRST
has done away with the
six-week limit this year,
so teams just have to
have the robot ready by
their first competition.

Even so, my team, the
Lady Cans, has our first
competition at the end
of February, which
means that we still have
less than eight weeks to
finish our robot. So, our
build team has been
working hard to have
our robot mostly fin-
ished within the next
week so that we have
enough time to fine-
tune the programming
and practice driving it.

Our robot design
this year closely re-
sembles a macaroni
noodle. At the bottom,
there will be wheels that
spin to suck in balls. A
pulley system will pull
them through the body
of the robot and up into
the shooter, which is just
another wheel that spins
very fast. The shooter
shoots balls in the oppo-
site direction they came
into the robot, so the
entire robot is like maca-
roni, taking balls through
a curved tube and shoot-
ing them out in a differ-
ent direction. We’re
making fast progress,
which means we’ll have
a lot of time to fine-tune
everything and add new
features as needed, so
I’m looking forward to
the final product.

Census
Outreach for
Individuals

Experiencing
Homelessness

and other
Updates
A few happenings

and updates:
 1.The CCC that is

getting out the count for
individuals experiencing
homelessness is looking
for volunteers. The

“Point in Time” commit-
tee will be going out to
populations experienc-
ing homelessness this
Saturday from 3am-9am
at 300 E Highland Mall
Blvd Suite 200. You must
be 18 years or older to
participate. As the
homeless population in
Austin is predominantly
Black, it is important for
our committee to help
facilitate this outreach
for a number of reasons.
I will be in attendance
from 5am-9am and I
welcome my fellow
committee members to

join me. If you are inter-
ested, register here:
h t t p s : / /
www.givepulse.com/
event/141780

2. We had a great
showing at the MLK Day
parade yesterday! Spe-
cial thanks to our fiscal
sponsor, the Austin Area
Urban League, for creat-
ing flyers and t-shirts and
tabling at the celebra-
tion at Huston-Tillotson
University. We were
definitely able to let
more Black folks know
about our census ef-
forts.

 3.The Austin-Travis
County CCC will be
meeting tomorrow,
Wednesday January
22nd at 10 am at 700
Lavaca. Feel free to show
up and help us plug in
with the City and
County.

 4.Lastly, please fill
out the doodle poll for
our next meeting by
Wednesday January 29th

at 5pm:  https://
doodle.com. Our pro-
jected meeting place will
be at 700 Lavaca, where
we had our first meet-
ing.

Community Dialogue and Panel Discussion with members from
“ACC, UT-Austin, Austin NAACP” at ACC Eastview Campus:
Topic Uses and Abuses of Psychiatric Medication for Children

Greetings from
Michael Lofton

It is with pleasure
to welcome and invite
you to the following
events:

Friday, January
31, 2020, 6pm -
7:30pm, will be a
Community DialogueLeague of

Women Voters
of Texas Files

Lawsuit
Demanding

Online Motor
Voter

Registration
Citizens renewing

driver’s licenses online
must have opportunity

to register to vote.

SAN ANTONIO—
Today, the League of
Women Voters of
Texas and other plain-
tiffs filed a federal law-
suit claiming that the
state violates the Na-
tional Voter Registra-
tion Act (NVRA) by not
providing voter regis-
tration with driver’s li-
cense applications
online. “Voters have a
right to clear and easy
access to registration.
As an organization
dedicated to voter in-
formation and advo-
cacy, the League of
Women Voters sees
first-hand how barri-
ers to registration
keep eligible Texans
from the ballot box,”
said Grace Chimene,
president of the
League of Women
Voters of Texas. “By
not providing this ac-
cess to online users,
the state of Texas is
denying its voters
their rights.”

Also known as
the “motor-voter law,”
the NVRA requires
states to ensure the
opportunity for voters

to register to vote or
update their voter
registration each time
they obtain, renew, or
update their driver’s
license. In Texas, this
opportunity is only of-
fered when eligible
residents appear at a
Texas Department of
Public Safety office in
person—not when
they update or renew
their license online.
“The law is clear: each
time a person uses a
driver’s license appli-
cation, that applica-
tion must serve as an
application for voter
registration,” said
Celina Stewart, Senior
Director of Advocacy
and Litigation for the
League of Women
Voters of the United
States. “With a grow-
ing number of people
relying on online tools
to renew and update
their driver’s licenses,
the state must ensure
that these residents
have the same oppor-
tunities for voter reg-
istration as everyone
else.”

The League of
Women Voters of
Texas and its fellow
plaintiffs are repre-
sented by the Texas
Civil Rights Project.

titled “Uses and
Abuses of Psychiatric
Medication for Chil-
dren”, with Keynote
Speaker, Rev.
Frederick Shaw, Jr.
(President, Compton,
California NAACP),
featuring a Q&A ses-
sion with activists,
professionals from
ACC, UT-Austin,
NAACP and more.
Where? Austin Com-
munity College,
Eastview Campus,
3401 Webberville
Road, Austin, TX
78702 in the African-
American Cultural
Center, Room 2133.

Saturday, Febru-
ary 1, 2020, 6pm - 9pm
(dinner served
5:30pm), the 7th An-
nual “Changing the
Story Un-Gala”, with
Keynote Speakers,
Korey Wise (Central
Park 5) and Rev.
Frederick Shaw, Jr.
(President, Compton,
California NAACP) ,
also, featuring a Q&A
and Honoring several
of Austin’s excep-
tional who strive for
and dedicated to a bet-
ter community for our
children and families.
Dinner served at
5:30pm and attire is

“Business Casual”.
Where? Austin
Achieve Public
School, 7424 E. Hwy
290, Austin, TX 78723.
For tickets please con-
tact Karen Duffie at
512.428.4480 x200 or
by email
Kduffie@aayhf.org or
Michael Lofton at
512.585.6696  or visit
www.aayhf.org to
purchase online.

Thanks,
Michael Lofton
President
C.E.O. / Founder
African American

Youth Harvest Foun-
dation

The King of Staten Island to Open Festival
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

leaders to immerse
themselves in the most
innovative, smart and
entertaining new films
of the year.

The features and
episodics this year will
be shown across the
nine days of SXSW, with
dozens of additional
titles to be announced
on February 5. The com-
plete SXSW Film Festival
program typically in-
cludes more than 250
total projects.

“Judd Apatow has
consistently provided
transcendent, exhilarat-
ing experiences at SXSW,
starting with Knocked
Up, then Bridesmaids,
Trainwreck, Girls, The
Big Sick, and his docu-
mentary May it Last: A
Portrait of the Avett
Brothers,” said Janet
Pierson, Director of Film.
“This March it’s our par-

ticular privilege to
present his funny and
deeply moving new fea-
ture — his first in five
years as a director — The
King of Staten Island,
starring Pete Davidson
leading a great en-
semble, as our Opening
Night Film.”

Headliners bring
star power to SXSW®,
featuring red carpet pre-
mieres and gala film
events. In addition to its
opening selection, look
for such stars as Issa
Rae, Uzo Aduba, Kofi
Siriboe, Blair
Underwood, Michael
Ealy, Tiffany Haddish,
Isaiah Washington,
Wesley Snipes and
Terrence Howard to
name a few.

This year’s festival
will showcase highly an-
ticipated film releases
such as Really Love by

Angel Kristi Williams.
Williams is a filmmaker
born and raised in Balti-
more, Maryland. She is
a 2014 Film Indepen-
dent Project Involve Fel-
low, where she was the
recipient of the Sony Pic-
tures Diversity Fellow-
ship. Her short film,
“Charlotte,” won jury
awards at Atlanta and
Sarasota Film Festivals.
She received her MFA
from Columbia College
Chicago.

Bad Trip, coming to
SXSW by Kitao Sakurai, is
a hidden camera com-
edy which follows two
best friends as they go
on a cross-country road
trip full of hilarious, in-
ventive pranks, pulling
its real-life audience into
the mayhem. Cast in-
cludes Eric Andre, Lil Rel
Howery, Tiffany
Haddish and Michaela

Conlin.
Cut Throat City is di-

rected by RZA and written
by Paul Cuschieri. It tells
the story of a powerful
and hard-hitting heist
drama, set in New Or-
leans’ Lower 9th Ward
following Hurricane
Katrina. Cast includes
Shameik Moore, Tip ‘T.I.’
Harris, Demetrius Shipp
Jr., Kat Graham, Rob
Morgan, Keean Johnson,
Denzel Whitaker, Sam
Daly, Isaiah Washington,
Wesley Snipes, Terrence
Howard, Eiza Gonzalez
and Ethan Hawke.

Here we give only a
sample of what you can
expect during SXSW®
2020…diverse, relevant
and heart-moving pro-
ductions. For more infor-
mation and to find addi-
tional film release infor-
mation, please visit
sxsw.com.

(Left to right) Demetrius Shipp Jr., Keean Johnson, Shameik
Moore, Denzel Whitaker | Credit: Well Go USA Entertainment
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Judge Malhotra for Travis County Court at Law

VILLAGER NEWS -
After the Judge of the
fourth Travis County
Court at Law stepped
down, Judge Dimple
Malhotra was ap-
pointed. Since Malhotra
was designated, she de-
cided to run for the seat.
When she entered this
race, numerous candi-
dates had already
jumped in. Travis County
Court at Law is a family
court. Moreover, County
Court at Law is a part of
the Travis County Civil
Court system, which cov-
ers the entire county.

Judge Dimple
Malhotra is a mom, wife,
community leader, im-
migrant, and barrier
breaker. She is the first
Asian-American female

Judge to serve Travis
County. Judge Dimple is
proud of her immigrant
roots, in which, as a
young kid, her family
immigrated to the United
States. As a community
leader, she was an advo-
cate for the battered
woman in California. She
has over twenty years of
experience in the field of
domestic violence.

Finally, Malhotra
strongly believes her
background and judicial
experience would make
her a better candidate
for the Travis County
Court at Law seat. Re-
cently, she has been en-
dorsed by the North East
Travis County Democrat
(NETCO). Also, she's
been an active member
of various Democratic
party clubs, including
the Black Austin Demo-
crats and the Pflugerville
area Democrats.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

Pictured left to right: Gary Cobb and
Judge Dimple Malhotra.

Photo/Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Women March
by Tsoke

(Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER
Columnist

VILLAGER NEWS -
On January 18, 2020, the
annual Women's March
and rally was held at the
Texas State Capitol. Ac-
cording to organizers,
"we will gather together
to energize, engage, and
unite our community.
We will rally for those
that have been histori-
cally ignored, sup-
pressed, and sidelined.
We will rally to stand up
for the equal rights of
ALL women! We will
rally to be the change we
want to see November
3, 2020, for the state of
Texas and our country."

"About 2,000
women, men, and chil-
dren showed up to the
event, in which, it was a
time for the woman to

take the lead. We are
Here to energize, en-
gage, unite. It is our time
to lead, to speak, to
teach, to celebrate our
differences, and to
vote," expressed the or-
ganization.

According to the
Women March, "2017
brought women from all
over Texas out into the
streets to protest and
we’re fighting the same
fight today. The odds are
even higher as we move
into what could prove to
be the most consequen-
tial election of our time.
So much is at stake as
women mobilize to pro-
test voter suppression,
access healthcare, ad-
dress climate injustice,
combat violence against
women, support
LGBTQIA+ protections,
end the crisis at the bor-
der, and so many more
unfair acts."

VILLAGER NEWS -
Last week, the
Pflugerville area Demo-
cratic party club and the
Northeast Democrats
held an endorsement
session. During the en-
dorsement session, nu-
merous candidates
came out to meet with
the club. Moreover,
there was a "broad
range" of candidates
who came out to speak
to the club. For some
candidates, it was an
opportunity to distin-
guish themselves from
another candidate.

After listening to
various candidates, both
PAD and NETCO came

Tonya
Nixon

for
Precinct

One

out with a list of en-
dorsed candidates, one
being Tonya Nixon for
the Travis County Con-
stable Precinct One race.
Nixon released a mes-
sage stating, "Thank you
Pflugerville Area Demo-
crats! Together we're
going to get some great
things done for our Pre-
cinct One community."

Furthermore, other
endorsed candidates in-
clude, Kennon Wooten
for the 53rd District
Court, Amy Meredith for
the 460th District Court,
Sheryl Cole for the Texas
House of Representa-
tives, and Jeff Travillion
for the Travis County
Commissioner court
Precinct One.

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

Tonya Nixon. Photo/Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Dallas Examiner Publisher
Mollie Belt to Receive NNPA
Lifetime Achievement Award

By Stacy M. Brown,
NNPA Newswire

Senior Correspondent

NNPA NEWSWIRE
— “It is with great plea-
sure that the NNPA Ex-
ecutive Committee has
selected Mollie Belt for
the honor of the Pub-
lishers Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for her con-
tributions to the NNPA
for so many years,”
stated NNPA National
Chair and Houston For-
ward Times Publisher
Karen Carter Richards.

A tragedy initially
brought Mollie Belt into
the world of newspaper
publishing.

Now, 34 years after
the tragic murder of her
parents – Dallas Exam-
iner Publisher and Civil
Rights leader Fred Finch,
Jr., and Mildred Finch –
Belt’s foray into the
news business is noth-
ing short of a triumph.

A former longtime
government employee,
Belt is set to receive the
National Newspaper
Publishers Association
(NNPA) 2020 Publisher
Lifetime Achievement
Award during the trade

organization’s Annual
Mid-Winter Training
Conference in Fort Lau-
derdale, Florida on Fri-
day, January 24th.

The NNPA’s Execu-
tive Committee unani-
mously selected Belt for
the honor.

With the theme,
“Publishing Industry: In-
novation &
Sustainability of the
Black Press of America,”
the three-day confer-
ence which begins on
Jan. 23 includes training
workshops, panel dis-
cussions, and presenta-
tions.

“It is with great
pleasure that the NNPA
Executive Committee
has selected Mollie Belt
for the honor of the
Publishers Lifetime
Achievement Award for
her contributions to the
NNPA for so many
years,” stated NNPA Na-
tional Chair and Hous-
ton Forward Times Pub-
lisher Karen Carter
Richards.

“Mollie has dem-
onstrated great leader-
ship and guidance to
uplift the publishers and
the entire organization,”

Richards stated.
NNPA President

and CEO, Dr. Benjamin F.
Chavis, Jr., stated that
the NNPA “resolutely
congratulates Mollie
Finch Belt for being se-
lected to receive the
2020 NNPA Lifetime
Achievement Award.”

“Mollie’s local,
statewide, regional, and
national leadership as
the distinguished pub-
lisher of the Dallas Ex-
aminer exemplifies the
best of the Black Press
of America,” Chavis
stated.

For Belt, the con-
ference isn’t just about
accepting such distin-
guished honor from her
peers, but it ’s a re-
minder of how impor-
tant the Black Press re-
mains to its readers,
sponsors, and advertis-
ers.

“It ’s imperative
that we publish the
news and remember at
all times that we are the
voice of the black com-
munity,” Belt stated.

“We have to re-
member that we are
here to print the news. I
always think of what

someone told me years
ago, which was to not
worry about getting
more advertising, to just
print the news, and if
your editorial content is
good, the advertising
dollars will come,” she
added.

In Dallas, Belt ob-
served that when The
Dallas Examiner was
founded it was the only
Black-owned newspa-
per in which the com-
munity could receive
hard news.

“Black newspapers
are the only real voice of
the community that I
know of in Dallas.  We
don’t have a black-
owned television station
or a black-owned radio
station.”  Belt stated.

Born in 1943 in
Dallas, Belt ’s mother
was a mathematics in-
structor while her father
was an attorney and civil
rights leader who, in

1986, founded the Dal-
las Examiner.

Tragically, after
publishing just four is-
sues of the newspaper,
Belt’s parents were mur-
dered in their home.

Belt attended
Spelman college for one
year then transferred to
the University of Denver
where she graduated
with a major in sociol-
ogy and psychology ,
she was forced to take
over the paper.

She did so without
any experience.

Belt spent her ca-
reer working as an em-
ployment counselor for
the Texas Employment
Commission, and she
also held several posi-
tions for the city of Dal-
las and the federal gov-
ernment.

“I was the only
child, I inherited the
newspaper,” Belt stated.

“I did not know the

newspaper industry,
and it was something
that I had to learn on the
job. My father wasn’t a
newspaperman either
and when I look back,
there are a lot of things
that we do differently
today,” she noted.

“We have a niche
market, and we have to
continuously stress
that,” Belt added.

“Even though we
know that we now live
in a digital world – and
we have to have a digi-
tal presence – we also
have to remember the
print edition and that
our community still en-
joys reading the print
edition and our commu-
nity loves pictures.”

After taking over
the paper, Belt decided
to pour much of her re-
sources into making the
Examiner a success, in
part, to carry out her
parents’ legacy.

“It’s imperative that we publish the news and remember at all
times that we are the voice of the black community,” said

Mollie Belt, Publisher of the Dallas Examiner and recipient of
the 2020 NNPA Lifetime Achievement Award. (Courtesy Photo)
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

 Job Order Contract (JOC) for Site Repairs, Canopies and
Miscellaneous Other Projects

On February 05, 2020
@2:00 p.m.

Pflugerville ISD anticipates an initial two year  term with the option to
renew for three additional one year  terms if agreed to by both parties.
The budget  for current repairs is $1,793,600. The district  anticipates

spending no more than $7,500,000 over the life of  this contract.
Proposals may be submitted (by mail or hand carry) to:

Pflugerville ISD
1401 West Pecan

Pflugerville, TX 78660
Attn: Craig Pruett

Interested bidders should contact Craig Pruett by email at
Craig.Pruett@pfisd.net. Bid documents may also be downloaded

from  the PISD website at:
http://www.pfisd.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=259

Regards,
Craig Pruett

Director of Purchasing
Pflugerville ISD

 NOTICE OF COMPETITIVE SEALED PROPOSALS
for

CHS SOFTBALL LOCKERROOM HVAC UPGRADES
Pflugerville ISD will accept Competitive Sealed Proposals from
qualified construction firms until 4:00 p.m., February 04, 2020, in the lobby
of the PISD Administration Building. Address all submittals to:

Craig Pruett, Director of Purchasing
Pflugerville Independent School District

1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville, Texas 78660

The anticipated budget for this project is estimated at $175,000. The
scope and schedule for this project is defined are described in the
Proposal Document.
Proposal documents may be obtained by contacting the Pflugerville ISD
Purchasing Department by email at craig.pruett@pfisd.net. Documents
can also be downloaded from the district website at: http://www.pfisd.net/
/site/Default.aspx?PageID=259
Pflugerville I.S.D. reserves the right to waive any formalities and to reject
any or all Proposals.

Project Schedule of Events
Request for Proposals Released               January 04, 2020
 Pre-proposal Conference                    January 13, 2020, 2:00 p.m.

 Due Date for Proposals                         February 04, 2020, 4:00 p.m.

   Board Approval                                     Expected February 20, 2020

Notify Firm                                               February 21, 2020

   Begin Construction                              March 02, 2020

Expected Completion                              Date July 15, 2020

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
TO SELECT A CONSTRUCTION MANAGER @ RISK

TO COMPLETE PHS RENNOVATIONS AND ADDITIONS
Pflugerville ISD will accept Requests for Proposals from qualified

construction firms until 2:00 p.m., February 04, 2019, in the
lobby of the PISD Administration Building.  Address all submittals

to:
Craig Pruett, Director of Purchasing

Pflugerville Independent School District
1401 West Pecan

Pflugerville, Texas 78660
The anticipated budget for this project is estimated at
$15,367,105. The scope and schedule for this project is currently
defined in the Proposal Documents.
Proposal documents may be obtained by contacting the Pflugerville
ISD Purchasing Department by email at craig.pruett@pfisd.net.
  Documents can also be downloaded from the district website at
: www.pfisd.net//site/Default.aspx?PageID=259

/

Pflugerville I.S.D. reserves the right to waive any formalities and to
reject any or all Proposals.
Project Schedule of Events

Request  for Proposals Released January 04, 2020

Pre-proposal Conference January 13, 2020,

Due Date for Proposals February 04, 2020

Board Approval Expected February 20, 2020

Notify Firm February 21, 2020

Begin Construction February 24, 2020

Expected Completion July01,2021

 NOTICE OF COMPETITIVE SEALED PROPOSALS
for

FIRE ALARM, INTERCOM, LIGHTING AND PLUMBING
REPLACEMENT

Pflugerville ISD will accept Competitive Sealed Proposals from qualified
construction firms until 4:00 p.m., February 05, 2020, in the lobby of the
PISD Administration Building. Address all submittals to:

Craig Pruett, Director of Purchasing
Pflugerville Independent School District

1401 West Pecan
Pflugerville, Texas 78660

The anticipated budget for this project is estimated at $2,836,800. The
scope and schedule for this project is defined are described in the Proposal
Document.
Proposal documents may be obtained by contacting the Pflugerville ISD
Purchasing Department by email at craig.pruett@pfisd.net. Documents can
also be downloaded from the district website at: http://www.pfisd.net//site/
Default.aspx?PageID=259
Pflugerville I.S.D. reserves the right to waive any formalities and to reject
any or all Proposals.

Project Schedule of Events
Request for Proposals Released        January 13, 2020
• Pre-proposal Conference January 23, 2020, 2:00 p.m.

• Due Date for Proposals February 05, 2020, 4:00 p.m.

• Board Approval Expected February 20, 2020

• Notify Firm         February 21, 2020

• Contract Begins February 27, 2020

• Final Completion Date July 31, 2020

Integral Care is currently soliciting proposals
through a Request for Proposals (RFP) process
for Pharmacy Benefits Management Services.
RFPs may be sent electronically, by contacting
Brody Ballard at brody.ballard@integralcare.org
beginning January 20, 2020. The deadline to sub-
mit a proposal under the RFP is 4 p.m. CST on
February 17, 2020. Historically Underutilized
Businesses, including Minority-Owned Busi-
nesses and Women-Owned Businesses, are en-
couraged to apply.

New Jobs for the
Week of 01/19/2020

Chief Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion Officer (CEDIO)
Highland Business Center

Job# 2001033
Assistant, Student Financial Aid

Highland Campus
Job# 2001031

Academic Coach – Part-Time
(50%)

San Gabriel Campus
Job# 2001030

Advisor, Upward Bound
Highland Business Center

Job# 2001029
Advisor, Upward Bound

Highland Business Center
Job# 2001028

Assistant, Student Affairs
Round Rock Campus

Job# 2001027
Grounds Keeper

Riverside Campus
Job# 2001026

Assistant, Student Affairs
Round Rock Campus

Job# 2001024
Technician, Maintenance

Round Rock Campus
Job# 2001023

Assistant, Student Affairs
Cypress Creek
Job# 2001016

“The Pflugerville
Independent School

District
will open Proposals

for:
Internet Access Services
on Friday, February 21,

2020
@ 2:00 p.m.

All proposals may be
submitted (by mail or hand

carry) to: Pflugerville ISD
  1401 West Pecan
       Pflugerville, TX 78660

    Attn:  JanieOrnelas
Proposals may be picked up
in person or downloaded from
the PISD website at:
www.pfisd.net.

 AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE (ACC)
DISTRICT is requesting sealed proposals from qualified
firms for the purposes of selecting a respondent to provide
Highland Campus North Site Development Project for
the following solicitation.
• Competitive Sealed Proposal (CSP) No. 913-20-0164-
00-S-JN-CSP
All proposal responses must be submitted to the Procure
To Pay (P2P) Department by no later than Thursday,
February 6, 2020, by 10:00 A.M. Central Standard Time
(CST).
Solicitation documents are available on the ACC website
at http://www.austincc.edu/offices/purchasing/advertised-
solicitations, or at the P2P Office with advance notice at
(512) 223-1302 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m., Monday through Friday.
All responses must be sealed and returned to the ACC
P2P Office, Service Center, 9101 Tuscany Way, Austin,
Texas 78754, by the date and time indicated above.
Electronically transmitted responses will NOT be
accepted unless otherwise stated in the documents.
Mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference is scheduled for
Monday, January 27, 2020, at 9:00 A.M. CST at ACC’s
Highland Business Center, Room #301.0, located at
5930 Middle Fiskville Road, Austin, Texas 78752

Texas HHS Expands Child Care Search Site to Help Families Find Quality Care
(AUSTIN, TX) –

Texas Health and Human
Services is expanding its
child care search
website to provide fami-
lies additional informa-
tion about child care
providers in Texas. Now
TXChildCareSearch.org
lists five years of a regu-
lated child care facility’s
compliance history.

The child care

search website,
TXChildCareSearch.org,
includes detailed infor-
mation about regulated
child care operations in
Texas and shows the
number of inspections
an operation has re-
ceived and when, how
many deficiencies have
been found at the opera-
tion, and any actions
taken to correct the de-

ficiencies. Parents can
also review specific ser-
vices offered by the child
care operations.

HHS urges parents
and guardians to use the
searchable website to
learn more about child
care providers in their
area. After caregivers
narrow down a list of
potential operations,
they should tour each

one while children are in
care. This will give par-
ents and guardians a
chance to speak with the
director and caregivers
and ask questions.

HHS works to pro-
tect the health, safety
and well-being of chil-
dren in care. The
agency’s Child Care Li-
censing team regulates
and regularly inspects
and investigates child
care operations through-

out Texas to ensure
compliance with state
laws, rules and stan-
dards. When there are
deficiencies, HHS takes
enforcement actions as
necessary. You can view
the types of enforce-
ment actions here.

Parents are highly
encouraged to only use
regulated child care
providers. Unregulated

providers are not in-
spected to make sure
they are properly caring
for children and keeping
them safe. You can view
a list of regulated child
care operations on
TXChildCareSearch.org.
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Sometimes we neglect to discuss the history we should,
And forget the history we should remember

Op-Ed: by Thomas Wyatt | The VILLAGER

(VILLAGER) - This
week was a time to re-
member Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Yes, I said
“remember” …not
honor. You would think
King’s legacy would de-
mand honor everyday of
our lives, regardless of
color, class, or creed. Af-
ter witnessing the antics
of our latest president
over the past several
years, you had better
thank your heavenly cre-
ator for not only allow-
ing MLK to come when
he did, but for allowing
him to come at all. For it
was his will  to do so.

To see speeches
from young children
across this great nation
of ours, reverberating
the words of the late
great civil rights leader in
contests, and competi-
tions is noteworthy. To
see marches among the
cities, great and small,
comprised of all races,
nationalities, religious
beliefs, and callings is
noteworthy. To watch
television programs and
talking-heads discuss,
narrate, and video-story
tell of the slain leader
throughout his call-to-
justice up until the day
of his assassination is
noteworthy.

But MLK was not on
my mind this week. At
all. He should have been.
But he wasn’t.

Please allow me to
explain.

On the early morn-
ing of the MLK march,
from the sacred acres of
the University of Texas to
the hallowed grounds of
Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity, I was sitting in my
office going over the
news of the weekend
and watching MLK spe-
cials on various cable
streams. The office door
flung open and Ms.
Arlene Youngblood
came gliding through
with her usually joyful
self; ready for the event-
ful day ahead.

Ms. Youngblood
had been in the office for
a little while, going over
some of our many books
on the shelf. She picked
one up and asked me a
question.   She called out
to me, “How did Huey P.
Newton die, I can’t re-
member?” The book she
was holding at the time
was “To Die For The
People” - the writings of
Huey P. Newton.

I hardly looked up
from my computer
monitor to answer her
but came to realize I
didn’t quite remember
myself. How embarrass-
ing. We went back and
forth about Newton be-
ing in jail and so forth
but never came to a de-

finitive conclusion.
  After Ms.

Youngblood left, the
question lingered. The
more it lingered, the
more intensified I be-
came to remembering
more about Newton and
remembering less about
King. Notice, I said re-
member; not honor.

I researched the
book in our office, first.
The book reads like a
coffee table manual for
discussion more than a
biography of Newton’s
life. Next, I went online
and scoured just about
everything I could find
documenting Newton’s
death. There were vari-
ous news articles and
police reports that at
least verified where he
was when he died.
Amazingly, they gave me
more reasons to muse
about why he died
rather than when or
how.

Finally, I sought the
streets. The streets of
Oakland to be exact.

The internet is an
amazing thing. It can
give power to those of
us with the least influ-
ence. People whom you
may never meet in life
can connect you with
material you most likely
will never come across in
the library.

You see, after look-
ing over the “official”
police reports during the
death of Newton in 1989
through the eyes of
2020, I find that I am eas-
ily persuaded by today’s
time; because of various
cultural events, of
course.

When I read the
police report that
roughly stated Newton
had meet Tyrone
Robinson alone in a se-
cluded alley, my cere-
brum perked. When I
read Robinson’s “confes-
sion”, my cerebrum tried
to explode through my
cranium. I found the
whole thing eerily paral-
lel to the Central Park
Five scenario 3,000
miles away; during the
same year, no less.

You have a civil
rights leader shot dead
in the street and the only
other person suppos-
edly at the scene is a 25-
year young Black man.
No body cameras. No
other witnesses. And the
only motive is that Huey
P. Newton tried to rob
Tyrone Robinson even
though Newton didn’t
have a gun or weapon of
any kind. Furthermore,
Robinson’s testimony is
shaky at best because it
changes from report to
report. Maybe because
it is coerced?

You see where I’m
going? The last assassi-
nation of a civil rights
leader in 1968 caused ri-
ots throughout the na-
tion; and Oakland was
not exempt. If the ur-
banites of Oakland find
out a cop killed Newton,
then you can kiss Utopia

goodbye. Don’t forget,
the Oakland A’s were
defending American
League West baseball
champions and begin-
ning that year’s World
Series title run. Oakland
was on top of the world.
With the events of the
past current decades,
where police officers
have been brought to
justice by the use of
smartphone cameras
and video, you can see
how my conspiracy
theories bear fruit. In
1989, the use of external
devices to bring a
wronged Black man jus-
tice wasn’t even a sug-
gestion; Let alone the
Black Panther co-
founder.

However!
The one part of

that argument which
kept getting in the way
was the drugs. The po-
lice reports kept saying
that a drug deal had
gone wrong or drugs
were involved. Every re-
port I came across intro-
duced drugs in some
form or fashion;
whether it was from the
police or Robinson. The
old adage is, “Cops plant
drugs for convictions.
Cops plant guns for as-
sassinations.” There was
no gun found on New-
ton. There was no gun
found on Robinson at
the time of arrest. In
fact, Police investigators
said that there was no
evidence that Newton’s
killing was related to
drugs. That aspect was
introduced by Robinson;
not the police.

You see where I’m
going? This unfortunate

situation had nothing to
do with the police. And
it doesn’t have anything
to do with civil rights or
civil rights violations.
This has everything to do
with the streets of Oak-
land. Tyrone Robinson
was a member of the
Black Guerilla Family
(BGF). The BGF at the
time was an organized
street gang known for
selling drugs throughout
the community of West
Oakland. It is well noted
that Newton had
strained relations with
certain factions of the
BGF, of which, Robinson
was a part of. This theory
serves as an alternate to
the crooked cop con-
spiracy. Meaning, New-
ton was done in by a
beef with a notorious
street gang who coinci-
dentally was founded
the same year as the
Black Panthers; 1966.
Turf War?

Finally, I want to
bring to your attention a
portion of an article writ-
ten by Courtland Milloy
of The Washington Post.
That’s the Washington
Post of Washington,
D.C.; a whole world
away. Listen to parts of
his article written Au-
gust 27, 1989; five days
after Huey P. Newton’s
death. “Oakland police
say 25-year-old Tyrone
Robinson, of that city,
has admitted killing
Newton. The motive is
unknown. But regard-
less of what the shooting
was about, I note
Robinson’s age with sad-
ness. He would have
been in elementary
school when Newton

and the Panthers started
a free breakfast pro-
gram for hungry chil-
dren. I wonder if
Robinson knew this,
whether he had any idea
that Huey Newton had
put his life on the line so
many times to protect
the Tyrone Robinsons of
the world. I wonder if
any 25-year-old would
have killed Newton if he
really knew how badly
the late FBI director J.
Edgar Hoover had
wanted him — and
scores of black men like
him — dead or in prison.
Robinson probably
danced to the music of
the popular rap group
Public Enemy, reveling in
the name as well as the
lyrics, not knowing that
he was about to kill the
leader of the organiza-
tion that inspired the rap
group, the organization
Hoover had targeted in
1969 as Public Enemy
No. 1. Damn fool. It is
that kind of stupidity,
this utterly pathetic ig-
norance of who we are
as a people, where we
came from and the sac-
rifices others have made
on our behalf that fuels
black self-hatred and
this horrendous black-
on-black crime.”

Yeah; that’s
enough. Or should I say,
that’s ridiculous. This
poor writer, as I stated,
is worlds away from Oak-
land. And the Newton he
is so gregariously gush-
ing about was self-assas-
sinated long ago. And if
he understood that, he
would not have written
about Robinson in such
an impassionate manner
while disrespecting my
favorite rap group of all
time, Public Enemy! He
also seems oblivious to
the fact Newton was
charged with embezzle-
ment and misappropria-
tion of $60,000 regard-
ing an educational char-
ity. That Black-on-Black
crime Milloy is crying
about? He can add him-
self to the list.

Here’s the
miserable truth.

The most promi-
nent reason for such
strained relationships
among certain leaders of
the BGF and Newton
was that Newton had
become addicted to
crack cocaine. Yes.
Milloy’s crusader for
free breakfasts for hun-
gry children had become
a drug addict. The same
Newton, who just 10
years earlier earned a
Ph.D. in social philoso-
phy from the University
of California at Santa
Cruz, was shot in the
head because he was
trying to rob Robinson of
his crack cocaine; of
which Robinson was in
charge of distributing on
his block in Lower Bot-
toms. Regardless of
what Milloy would have
you believe, Robinson
knew exactly who New-
ton was. There is noth-

ing stupid or ignorant
about Robinson and his
mental categorization of
Huey P. Newton. I’m sure
that Robinson would
have wanted to put
Huey on a pedestal too.
I’m sure we all do. But
life is life and facts are
facts. There is a reason
Why MLK is celebrated
and HPN is not.

Remember when I
told you of the power of
the internet? As I
combed through it with
my fine Afro pick, sepa-
rating the gobbledygook
from common sense, I
found what I was looking
for: Boots on the
Ground! There is a short
video clip that demon-
strates the concept
known as “Six degrees of
Separation.” In it, a man
looking to be in his 30’s
or 40’s, talks about his
ties to Oakland. After
several minutes of run-
ning through his family
tree, this gentleman, in
some unknown down-
town location outside
California, specifically
relays to another man
holding a camera what a
family member had told
him during a long-dis-
tance phone call. From
the streets of Oakland,
she claimed Newton was
addicted to drugs. Fur-
thermore, Newton
would go around the
neighborhood and de-
mand crack cocaine
from dealers for free.
Newton used his “fame”
to obtain free scores, or
steal, crack. This is what
caused the friction
amongst the factions of
the BGF and Newton.
Apparently, some mem-
bers were willing to aid
Newton’s drug habit
based on who he was.
But others weren’t.
When Robinson was cor-
nered, and didn’t appear
to be a willing partici-
pant, things went south.
I do not believe Newton
tried to harm Robinson;
hence, no weapons in-
volved. But rather a
“supply me with crack
today and I’ll gladly pay
you Tuesday” sort of re-
quest. When Robinson
was unwilling to give up
his crack without pay-
ment, something physi-
cal ensued and Robinson
ended up shooting New-
ton.

Pop Quiz!
Do you remember

the title of the book that
started all this?

To answer your
question (and mine),
Ms. Youngblood, Huey P.
Newton was shot dead
in the street by a 25-year
old dope man on a drug-
ridden corner in the
Lower Bottoms neigh-
borhood of Oakland,
CA., following an aggres-
sive dispute over the
free supplemental distri-
bution of crack cocaine.
Nothing left to see here,
my dear. I’m sorry. For all
of us.

However, I humbly
appreciate the question.
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