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Texans Urged to Use 2-1-1
Texas Social Services Hotline For

COVID-19 Information and Referrals
(AUSTIN, TX) – Texas Health and Human Ser-

vices encourages all Texans in need of COVID-19
information and referrals to community resources
to call the 2-1-1 Texas hotline 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

“As we encourage people to use social distanc-
ing and to stay at home when possible, this state
resource can help the public stay informed, stay
calm and stay safe,” said Wayne Salter, HHS Deputy
Executive Commissioner of Access and Eligibility
Services. “Our trained staff are working tirelessly
around the clock to respond to all the public’s ques-
tions, through 2-1-1 as well as our HHS social me-
dia platforms.”

Texans, no matter where they live, can dial 2-
1-1 or (877) 541-7905 and select option 6 to get
information and referrals to COVID-19 social ser-
vices, including testing, community clinics, unem-
ployment benefits and more.

Texans can also dial 2-1-1 to find information
about local community resources such as financial
assistance for utilities or rent and food pantries,

housing assistance, crisis counseling, utility payment
assistance, and senior services.

Call center operators answered more than
785,000 calls by Texans for information and services
during Hurricane Harvey and are available to help
during this public health crisis.

For general health-related information and
precautions on COVID-19, visit the DSHS website
and the CDC page.

Stay up-to-date on the latest news and updates
impacting HHS services and regulated providers by
visiting the HHS COVID-19 page.

For more information on the state hotline, visit
211texas.org.

HHS Encourages Texans to
Apply Online for Benefits
Agency Takes Protective Measures for Staff and the Public

(AUSTIN, TX) – Texas Health and Human Ser-
vices is encouraging Texans to submit benefit ap-
plications and other paperwork online at
YourTexasBenefits.com or via the Your Texas Ben-
efits mobile app to reduce foot traffic in the state’s
more than 250 eligibility offices.

“As Texans, we must all do what we can to get
through this pandemic together,” said Wayne Salter,
HHS Deputy Executive Commissioner for Access &
Eligibility Services. “We hope to reduce the num-
ber of Texans using office services and ask that if
you can conduct your business online to please do
so at this time.”

HHS administers assistance programs such as
Medicaid, SNAP food benefits, TANF cash assistance
and WIC. Applying online will minimize the poten-
tial for staff and public exposure to COVID-19, while
allowing staff to maximize the number of applica-
tions they can screen and approve during the
COVID-19 outbreak.

Although office locations will remain open at
this time, Texans are encouraged to apply for or re-
new their benefits through YourTexasBenefits.com.
Through the website or the mobile app, Texans can:

· Create a new account;
· Find their username on existing account;
· Upload files;
· Update phone number;
· Report changes.
All visitors are highly encouraged to use the

hand sanitizer stations placed in state offices. Indi-
viduals with symptoms indicating COVID-19 should
not visit an HHS eligibility office. These symptoms
have been identified as fever, cough, and shortness
of breath.

HHS offices are not COVID-19 testing sites. If
you are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, please
contact your local medical provider.

The Your Texas Benefits mobile app can be
downloaded at your mobile carrier’s app store.
People with questions about using the website or
mobile app, including those who have special needs,
should dial 2-1-1 and select option 2.

For questions about SNAP, TANF, Medicaid or
CHIP, dial 2-1-1 and select option 2. To check ben-
efit amounts, recipients can visit
YourTexasBenefits.com or call the Lone Star Help
Desk at 1-800-777-7EBT (1-800-777-7328).

For health-related information and general
precautions on COVID-19, visit the DSHS website
and the CDC page.

Stay up-to-date on the latest office closures by
visiting the HHS COVID-19 page.

CHANGE OF DATE FOR THE 2020
PROFILES OF PROMINENCE CEREMONY

By Arlene L. Youngblood

(AUSTIN, TX) - The Austin Metroplex Chapter of National
Women of Achievement, Inc. will induct 11 honorees for the Sixteenth
Biennial African- American Women’s Profiles of Prominence 2020
ceremony.  Please note that the date for the event has been changed from
Saturday, March 28, 2020 to Saturday, May 9, 2020 at 6 p.m..  The location
has not been changed and the event will be held at St. James Missionary
Baptist Church, 3417 East Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Austin, Texas.
Please share with others this date change.

For more information about the event, email Austin.nwoa@gmail.com
and texasongbird@hotmail.com.

Make sure
that your

household is
counted!

   The U.S. Census Bur-
eau is determined to
make sure that every
household in America is
counted. They are so
committed that they are
delaying the deadline  for
getting this done by two
weeks. The new deadline
has been moved from the
end of July 2020 to
August 14, 2020.
   The Covid-19 virus
has caused a panic
around the globe. It
appears that this
epidemic will require our
attention for a long time.
   But while we are trying
to beat this virus, we
have to keep our eyes on
other pressing matters.
We cannot let this
situation cause us to take
our attention away from
the census. In fact, the
Virus will have a large
impact on how the the
federal government will
distribute their help to
return our communities
back to normal .
   It has been charged
that an under count quite
often causes the African
American Community to
be denied the help that
they need, because of an
under count of the
number of people living
in the community.
   The census will also
deternine how political
lines are drawn as we get
ready for the next
elections. The lines will
determine who is eleg-
ible to run for office in
those precincts.
   The Census Bureau is
making a greater effort to
insure that every home is
counted by making  it
easier.  You can now
register online or through
the  regular process of
having the census taker
come to your home.
   You can get the
information about how to
register online at
“2020CENSUS.GOV.
After you register, tell
your neighbor how to do
the same.
   In the meantime, we all
must do every thing that
we can to survive the
Covid-19 Virus.

Austin inducts
emergency rules
to reduce impact

of COVID-19.
See SHELTER

Page 6

White House, Senate
reach deal for

economic stimulus
See RELIEF

Page 5

Virulent communicable
disease impacts

entertainers.
See COVID-19

Page 3

(Austin, TX) -  In a his-
toric development to re-
duce the jail population,
Travis County District
judges, “in the interest of
justice and fairness,” have
issued an order that will
allow certain persons
charged with low-level,
non-violent felony crimes
to be automatically re-
leased from jail on a per-
sonal bond.

Offenses for which
the automatic bond is
available include, Posses-
sion of a Controlled Sub-
stance, Credit or Debit
Card Abuse, Prostitution,
Theft, and other low-level
felony crimes (see attach-
ment for Order and list of
offenses). This measure
was under consideration
before the COVID-19 State
of Emergency, and, al-
though the impact of the
order will hopefully have a
positive effect on the num-
ber of persons introduced
into the jail population,
discussions about the or-
der have been underway
for weeks.

There are exceptions
to the new order on low-
level felonies. They include
people who are charged
with a new offense while
on pre-trial release, have a
warrant for failing to ap-
pear in court or a bond for-
feiture, or have a parole
revocation, among others
(see attachment for more
exceptions).

Travis County District
Judges Issue Order on

Low-Level Felony Cases
In Effort to Reduce
Travis County Jail

Population
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Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l

Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,

Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,

Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am

BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net

www.newlincolnmbc.org
Rev. Darron E. Patterson

Pastor

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.

Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval

Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase

a monthly ad for your
church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church
690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor Ph: (512) 626-3660

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Impact of COVID-19 on
Entertainment Industry

By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Entertainment Reporter

(VILLAGER) - In the
current coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic,
musicians, filmmakers,
television programming
creators — and other
professionals who sup-
port them — have been
greatly affected. From
cancelled festivals to
cancelled film debuts to
cancelled tours to closed
theaters; the entertain-
ment industry is suffer-
ing during the pandemic
shutdowns.

Unlike options en-
joyed in some other pro-
fessions, creative artists
rarely receive pay while
working from home – or
are afforded health care,
short-term or long-term
disability or a 401K re-
tirement plan when they
are not working. For
musicians in this situa-
tion in our area, the Re-
cording Academy’s Texas
Chapter is committed to
creating, amplifying, and
sharing resources that
will provide some form
of comfort.

The “Red River Cul-
tural District” is banding
together with the Austin
live music community to
support the venues, art-
ists, creatives, service/
hospitality and produc-
tion workers that were
expecting to rely on in-
come from the now-can-
celled SXSW. Donations
to the local non-profit
will help provide finan-
cial relief to those in Aus-
tin economically im-
pacted by the cancella-
tion of SXSW and COVID-
19.  To donate visit
www.red river cultural
district.org.

The Health Alliance
for Austin Musicians
(HAAM) provides access
to affordable healthcare
for Austin’s low-income
working musicians, with
a focus on prevention
and wellness. Since
2005, HAAM has helped
5,300 musicians to ac-

Idris Elba and daughter Isan Elba
on Screen Actors Guild Red Carpet. Photo by Naomi Richard.

cess over $73 million
dollars in healthcare
value. These include
routine dental work,
doctor visits and pre-
scriptions, psychiatric
counseling sessions, eye
exams, outpatient pro-
cedures, specialist refer-
rals, hearing screenings
and more.

The coronavirus
also has begun to take its
toll on movie box office
revenues around the
country, according to
Box Office Mojo. An-
nounced last week, in-
dustry leaders AMC and
Regal closed all U.S. the-
aters, which totals over
1,200 between the two
of them, for at least six
to 12 weeks. In addition
to theater closures, all
the major distributors
have been forced to de-
lay their upcoming re-
leases.

Production shut-
downs continue including
The Batman, Red Notice,
and the Lord of the Rings
Amazon series. Virtually
all films previously
planned for release in the
next two months have
been delayed.  These in-
clude:  Mulan, A Quiet
Place Part II, the James
Bond film No Time to Die
and the next installment
of the Fast and the Furi-
ous film, F9.

Blockbuster actor
Idris Elba has tested
positive for the virus.
Elba said in a video he
posted on Twitter, “I
didn’t have any symp-
toms. I got tested be-
cause I had realized I got
exposed to someone
who had also tested
positive. I found out last
Friday [March 13] that
they were tested posi-
tive, I quarantined my-
self and got a test imme-
diately and got results
back today [March 16].”

Talking to his fans
Elba said, “Look, this is
serious. Now’s the time
to really think about so-
cial distancing, washing
your hands. Beyond
that, there are people
out there who aren’t
showing symptoms, and
that can easily spread it.
So now’s a real time to
be really vigilant about

washing your hands and
keeping your distance.”

Tom Hanks and his
wife Rita Wilson also
tested positive for the
virus while on location in
Australia preparing to
film Baz Luhrmann’s up-
coming Elvis Presley
Biopic.

The bottom line is
that this virulent com-
municable disease will
necessarily impact many
places where communi-
ties gather; and if it can
infect anyone, wealthy
or not, famous or not –
even those icons that we
choose to entertain and
inspire us – then we
should all pay attention
and do things con-
sciously, like washing
hands thoroughly and
keeping social distance,
in order to stop, slow
and limit the spread of
COVID-19.

Regal Theater Austin
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Youth Brigade Coordinator Arlene Youngblood, Texas Gen-
eral Land Office Press Assistant Ms.  Rachel Jones, Quinn
Langford, Kaitlyn Cannon, Ericka Lipscomb, Kevin Parrish, Guest
Speaker Texas General Land Office Asset Management -Commer-
cial Lease Manager Ms. Anita Dabney, Montrae Nelson, Rebekah
McNeal and Tyler Allen at the March meeting at Kirk Library.
(Photo taken by Youth Brigade Parent Mrs. Patrice Langford)

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

 Lacee Johnson
Connally High School

Kaitlyn  Cannon
Bluebonnet Trail Elem.

Technology

Now I know this
might be a foreign topic
to most of the people
who read this article, but
more or less, technology
is practically taking over
the world at this point.
According to We Are So-
cial approximately there
are around 4.39 billion
internet users in 2019
and each year the rate
increases of internet us-

ers quite drastically. Jok-
ingly you could direct a
good 98% of technology
use to be handed to the
preteens and teenagers
of the world, but I think
people fail to realize
how worldwide technol-
ogy really is.

To think that we
came from a telephone
that originally had the
figure of a Hilton hotel
pancake maker, to a
phone that had 2 fist
shaped ends and a circle
round of numbers, to
now the latest iPhone
11. Remind you, the first
phone was put into use
around 1876.   Imagine
this is less than 150 years
apart, no wonder tech-
nology grows every
single day. Think about
it, all the simple things
we use today that are

found in poor and
wealthy households
have grown so vigor-
ously, and new models
are still being designed
daily.  It is fascinating
how schools, jobs,
houses, and have been
changed so much in just
a few years. Years ago,
an easy mobilized elec-
trical screen that can be
written on and can hold
battery charges for
hours seemed impos-
sible. Now we just see it
typically as a laptop and
so commonly used
around the world. New
things in the earlier era
was always held at ex-
treme prices for only the
rich to obtain. Now you
can save and put money
towards any product
large or small, Its revo-
lutionary!

U.S. SCHOOL CLOSURES DUE TO
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Texas Governor,
Greg Abbott issued an
executive order tempo-
rarily closing schools
through April 3, 2020,
due to this global virus
outbreak, in the State of
Texas, as well as across
the United States.  Sev-

eral countries which in-
clude, China, Italy,
Canada, Brazil have also
been exposed to this
very serious virus.

The school closures
are necessary to try to
slow the spread of the
virus. Recently, a 7-
month old baby tests
positive in Camden,
South Carolina, appears
to be one of the young-
est persons known with
this virus. In addition,
self-isolation is being re-
quired of all people,
families, students to also
reduce spreading, or in-
fecting others nearby
each other.

The medical teams,
scientist, nurses, doctors
and other health science
specialist are currently
working long hours to
see that all the needed

bedding and medical
equipment are ob-
tained, to provide good
medical care for urgent
care.

My “Spring Break”
time was not such a fun
time. Being concerned
about this virus germ
seem to sadden people
I would see at the gas
station, grocery store,
and the CVS. Even con-
versations I would hear
my family members be
involved in, were feel-
ings of much concern
about the spread of this
virus. Over 500 people
are known to have died
due to this virus, to date.

Well, I became con-
cern also. I remembered
my family always re-
minded me to pray….so
I am praying for the
whole world.

Taking Care of Your Mental
Health During a Pandemic

Rebekah McNeal
Round Rock H. S.

I’d Hate to Sound Boring

Nothing much has
really happened this
week. We’re all in isola-
tion anyway. But I did do

a few things.
I took a lot of naps.

With nothing really to
do except homework,
that was a much-needed
way to use time. I’ve fin-
ished up most of my as-
signments, but I’m just
taking it slow and pacing
out my work at this
point.

I’ve also been
watching TV. I have
many shows to watch
that have released their
second season on
Netflix, my plan is to fin-
ish all of them. That’s
going to take a lot of
work and dedication but

I think it can be done!
I’m not sitting and

watching TV all day. I
hope you didn’t think
that, but don’t act like
you’ve never done it be-
fore.

I’ve vaguely
mapped out a perfect
schedule for the next
two weeks. It includes
about two things but
that seems pretty fo-
cused and structured.
I’ve never been one to
crave structure and
schedules though. I
don’t, and I never will. I
plan to rest and do my
own thing for now.

Lately, you’ve
probably  been
flooded with tips on
how to avoid the
COVID-19 virus – wash
your hands for at least
20 seconds, don’t
touch your face, keep a
distance of six feet
from other people, etc.
But during a pandemic,
it ’s important to not
only protect your
physical health but also
your mental health.

W ith schools,
churches, and clubs
closing, many people
have lost the main
places they socialize.
Furthermore, people
with certain health
conditions have been
advised to not even
leave their house. This
type of social isolation
can trigger anxiety and
depression. It can even
cause lasting effects on
your mental health.
During the SARS out-
break in 2003, at least
10% of those quaran-
tined suffered from
post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) even

after the outbreak died
down.  Luckily, there is
so much technology
that allows people to
be social even from a
distance. Frequently
check on your loved
ones through calling,
texting, and video chat
apps like Skype or
Google Hangouts.
Don’t be afraid to share
your anxieties with
your family and
friends. They are prob-
ably feeling the same
way, and it’s comfort-
ing to talk about it. Ad-
ditionally, if you have
Netflix, you can down-
load the Netflix Party
extension off the
Google Chrome store.
This enables you to
synchronize video play-
back and chat with
your friends so you can
remotely watch movies
and shows together.

Since many
businesses and schools
are switching to re-
mote working and
learning, you may find
that you are spending
a lot more time at
home. It can be easy to
stay in your pajamas all
day, but this can make
you constantly feel
bored and unproduc-
tive, which is detrimen-
tal to your mental
health. You need to
create a daily schedule
for yourself and stay
disciplined. The sched-
ule should include go-
ing to bed and waking

up at the same time ev-
ery day, changing out
of your pajamas even if
you’re not going any-
where, and setting
aside adequate por-
tions of time for work
and relaxation. Sticking
to a schedule will make
you feel more produc-
tive, and it will put you
in the right mindset to
get everything done.

Lastly, you need
to make sure you exer-
cise for at least 30 min-
utes every day. As
you’ve probably heard,
exercising releases en-
dorphins that combat
stress. With all that’s
going on, it feels good
to work out your anxi-
eties and restlessness
with exercise. It’s espe-
cially helpful to exer-
cise outside if you can.
Staying indoors all day
limits your sun expo-
sure, messing up your
sleep cycles. If you’re
worried about coming
into contact with other
people outside, you
can consider riding a
bike. On a bike, it’s im-
possible to stop and
chat with your neigh-
bors, so you don’t even
need to worry about it.

It’s unfortunate
that so many aspects of
our lives have been
suspended, but this is
an opportunity to focus
on your mental health
needs and form a good
relationship with your
mind.

Austin Health Authorities
Urge Public, Private

Schools to Remain Closed
for the Semester

AUSTIN, Texas — Dr. Mark Escott, Austin-Travis
County Interim Health Authority, recommended the
closure of all public and private schools in Travis
County for the remainder of the semester at a press
conference Tuesday.

Dr. Escott called for the extended cancellation,

citing models generated by The University of Texas
at Austin which show the potential outcomes of
various degrees of social distancing.

According to these models, Dr. Escott said hospi-
tals could reach capacity in the next three to four weeks
if people do not adhere to stay at home orders.
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Essential Activities
The Order prohibits nonessential activities any social gatherings, restaurant dining, and visiting bars, entertainment venues, or gyms
and fitness centers. The Order allows for essential activities including going to the grocery store, pharmacy, restaurants for take-out,
receiving medical care, or taking your pet for a walk.

Examples of essential activities include:
+Health and safety: obtaining healthcare, emergency services, medical supplies, or medications.

+Necessary supplies and services: obtaining groceries and food, pet food, and supplies necessary for staying at home.

+Outdoor activity and exercise: engaging in outdoor activity, such as walking, hiking, biking or running provided that individuals
  maintain at least six feet of social distancing.

+Essential work and services: performing work at an essential business, which includes all services needed to ensure the continuing
  operation of critical infrastructure to maintain the health, safety and welfare of the public.

+Care for others: caring for a family member, the elderly, minors, dependents, persons with disabilities, or other vulnerable persons
  in another household.

Essential Businesses
Under the Order, all business must cease operations and remain in place except essential businesses.
Essential businesses  must comply with social distancing requirements. Essential businesses include:

*Grocery stores, farmers’ markets, food banks, convenience stores.

*Hospitals, pharmacies, clinics, veterinary offices and other healthcare services.

*Childcare facilities providing services that enable essential employees to continue performing their essential work duties.

*Educational institutions, for the purposes of facilitating distance learning.

*Gas stations and auto repair facilities.

*Banks and financial institutions.

*Critical infrastructure including energy, water, solid waste collection and other governmental services.

*Hardware stores, plumbers, electricians, and other service providers necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation,
 and essential operation of residences and other essential businesses.

*Businesses that provide necessities of life for economically disadvantaged individuals and shelter facilities.

*Businesses that ship or deliver groceries, food, and goods directly to residences.

*Roles required for any Essential Business to “maintain basic operations,” which include security, payroll, and similar activities.

Non-essential businesses may continue operations if work is performed at their own residences.
For more details visit: austintexas.gov/article/stay-home-work-safe-order-information

The City of Austin and Travis County have issued a Public Health Order requiring
individuals to remain in place at home, with exceptions for essential work and activities.

When conducting an allowed activity, people must maintain at least 6 feet of social distancing.

TRAVIS COUNTY STAY AT HOME ORDER

White House, Congress reach deal on
$2 trillion coronavirus relief package

by Alayna Treene, Rebecca Falconer | AXIOS

(AXIOS) - After days of intense negotiations,
the White House and Republican and Democratic
Senate leaders struck a bipartisan deal early
Wednesday over a $2 trillion stimulus package de-
signed to ease the economic impact of the
coronavirus outbreak.

Why it matters: The emergency legislation that
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.)
promised to pass later Wednesday will deliver vital
aid to workers, small businesses, corporations and
health care providers under strain from the illness,
which has infected more than 55,000 people in the
U.S. and killed more than 800.

The state of play: White House legislative af-
fairs director Eric Ueland told reporters just before
1 a.m. that a deal had been reached but the bill’s
text was still being finalized.

· “Ladies and gentlemen, we are done. We
have a deal,” Ueland said.

Between the lines: Democrats nearly derailed
negotiations over the weekend to secure key provi-
sions in the Senate Republican bill — and those ef-
forts seemed to have paid off.

· The new stimulus measure includes several
priorities Democrats pushed for, including more
money for hospitals, increased worker protections,
strict oversight of how the money is being spent,
more state funding, expanded unemployment in-
surance and the creation of a “Marshall Plan” for
the health care system.

Here’s what is expected to be in the final bill,
though specifics are subject to change because its
final text has yet to be distributed:

· Direct payments: The bill would distribute

up to $1,200 to Americans in the form of a one-
time direct deposit, $2,400 for couples, and $3,000
for family of four. The payments will be phased out
based on income levels.

· Small businesses will get $367 billion to
keep making payroll while workers have to stay
home. “Companies with 500 or fewer employees
could tap up to $10 million each in forgivable small
business loans to keep paychecks flowing,” the AP
notes.

· Federally guaranteed loans will provide
eight weeks of assistance for qualifying employers
who maintain payroll. Those who meet require-
ments would have costs such as utilities, mortgage
interest and rent forgiven.

· Unemployment benefits: $600 per week

would be added to normal state benefits for up to
four months with an extra 13 weeks of benefits —
adding up to 39 weeks of regular unemployment
insurance “through the end of 2020.” The coverage
would be effective Jan. 27. The deal extends to gig
economy workers, Axios’ Kia Kokalitcheva notes.

· Health care and social services: $242 bil-
lion would be set aside “in additional emergency
appropriations to fight the virus and shore up for
safety net programs,” per the AP. It’ll fund public
health providers including hospitals, the CDC, child
nutrition programs, food stamps and transportation
agencies.

· Industry: The final number for big busi-
nesses like airlines is still up in the air, but Republi-
cans are seeking $500 billion in loans. Provisions
against potential employer abuses are also still sub-
ject to negotiations.

· Payroll taxes: The measure enables individu-
als to defer payment of their 2020 payroll taxes until
2021 and 2022.

· States and local governments will get $150
billion, with $8 billion set aside for tribal govern-
ments.

The timing: A Senate vote on the bill is ex-
pected later today.

· House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she wants
to pass the measure in the House via unanimous
consent. If there’s no opposition to the deal, the
bill will fly through the chamber — potentially as
soon as today, though a vote Thursday is more likely.

· However, if just one member objects, the
House could be forced to return from recess to vote
on the legislation in person.
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We sell 9 different name brand homes, like Clayton, Cavco,
Southern Energy (exclusively sold at our dealerships) Cavalier,

New Vision, Fleetwood, Legacy, Shultz and Tru. Plus, we
deliver anywhere in TEXAS! Super easy to get a home loan,

good credit will get you excellent interest rates, and bad credit
or no credit we have specialty financing with reasonable rates
(lower down payments). Come in today, bring your tax refund,
and we will include free skirting! (a $3000 value) Use your land
or someone else’s land to put your new home. We also have a

real estate division that will find you some property.
7200 Interstate 35 N.  | New Braunfels, Texas 78130 | (830) 420-0939

Affordable and Luxurious Manufactured Homes!

We have the largest selection
and the lowest prices guaranteed!

RBI 36533
www.manufacturedhousingconsultants.com

Travis
County
Issue a
Shelter
in Place
Order

VILLAGER NEWS -
Since COVID-19 has pro-
gressed, the United
States has become the
third-highest infected
country. States like New
York, Illinois, California,
and New Jersey have
seen their cases of
COVID-19 spike as well.
As a result, the Gover-
nors have issued a stay
in place order. This order
means people should
stay indoors and restrict
their movements.

In Travis County,
there has been a slow
growth with the various
CODIV-19. However, the
city of Austin wants to
slow the growth of the

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

coronavirus or flatten
the curve. Some of the
things they have done
include; issuing the so-
cial distance require-
ments and limiting the
crowd amount level to
250 then to 10 people.
First of all, social distanc-
ing means that people
should stand at least
three to six feet away
from one another.

However, these
measures have not
stopped the COVID-19
spread. Consequently,
Mayor Steve Adler of
Austin, Texas and Travis
County Judge Sarah

Echkhart have a shelter
in place order as of Tues-
day, March 24, 2020.
Moreover, the issuing
would mean that only
essential workers will be
allowed to do their jobs.
Essential workers may
include; restaurant
workers, doctors, police
officers, emergency
workers, grocery store
workers, and delivery
workers. The governor
has not issued a state-
wide shelter in place or-
der due to the fact, not
all Texas counties are af-
fected by the COVID-19
virus.

Mayor Steve Adler

Cindy Gee For Pflugerville ISD

VILLAGER NEWS -
Although the election
has been pushed back
due to COVID-19, Mrs.
Cindy Mrs. Gee is run-
ning for the Pflugerville
Independent School Dis-
trict board place 7. Gee
believes, her longtime
experience with the
Pflugerville school sys-
tem makes her the right
candidate for this posi-
tion. According to Mrs.
Gee, "I  moved to
Pflugerville ISD in 1986
where I was involved in
youth sports and civic
activities. I served on the
Brookhollow PTO, PHS
Booster Club, and Pan-
ther Celebration Com-
mittee. Also, I served as
the past President of the
Pflugerville Circle of
Friends/Circle of Giving,
the Little League Board
and on the Relay for Life
Leadership Team."

Furthermore, Mrs.
Gee has dedicated four
decades to education.
She has gained experi-
ence in public rural, sub-
urban, and urban

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

schools as well as private
schools. Moreover, Gee
has held various leader-
ship roles at the campus
and district level, as an
assistant principal, prin-
cipal, and executive
leader. The last position
she held while em-
ployed by Pflugerville
ISD was Assistant Super-
intendent of the
Pflugerville Learning
community. "In this role,
I had direct oversight of
Pflugerville High School,
all its feeder schools and
Provan Alternative

School," mentioned
Cindy Gee.

Finally, Mrs. Gee
has been a very active
member of the commu-
nity, serving member of
St. Elizabeth Church, in a
number of ministries.
Mrs. Gee has been dedi-
cated to serving the
community in which she
lives and the children
who are its most valu-
able resource. Finally,
She is a student advo-
cate who will put the
needs of children at the
center of every decision.

Cindy Gee

The
African

Diaspora
Responds

to
COVID-19

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

VILLAGER NEWS -
Over the past days, all
regions of the African
continent have seen a
drastic increase in its
COVID-19 cases.
Throughout West Africa,
countries like Senegal,
Togo, Mali, Nigeria, and
others have seen their
cases double.  However,
Burkina Faso is more of
the hardest-hit country
in West Africa.  As a re-
sult, its Diaspora living in
the United States has
sought to make a differ-
ence.

 According to Jan,

"Burkina Faso is the
hardest hit of the sub-
Saharan African coun-
tries, and here contain-
ment and treatment are
complicated by war with
terrorism and a refugee
crisis. In a worst-case
scenario, we could see
fatality rates five to ten
times higher than the
global average."  As a
result, the Burkinabe
community believes
they must move fast to
curve the growth of
COVID-19.

According to Drissa
and Michael, "we are
launching a campaign

today because the time
is serious. The country
needs us! As I write to
you, our health care
workers on the front line
in emergency rooms and
intensive care units are
lacking masks and pro-
tective equipment
against the COVID-19.
With your participation,
we will remain very ac-
tive in raising awareness
of our people, and your
contributions will allow
us to materialize our
support for caregivers
and affected people to
avoid the worst in
Burkina Faso."

Drissa CompaoreDrissa Compaore

Trump Officials Weigh Reopening
Obamacare Enrollment

Defender News
Service - The Trump ad-
ministration is consid-
ering whether to create
a special enrollment pe-
riod for Obamacare
coverage because of
the coronavirus emer-
gency, a CMS spokes-
person confirmed.

A number of Demo-
cratic-leaning states that
run their own health in-
surance marketplaces
have recently reopened
enrollment, encouraging
uninsured residents to
get covered amid the
pandemic. Most states,
however, use the federal
marketplace overseen
by the Trump administra-

Symptoms and Testing Information

A: The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS)
lab in Austin is now capable of completing COVID-19 testing, along
with private labs. If you are exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, avoid
the risk of spread at clinics and hospitals by using telehealth or
calling your health provider. Your physician will determine if there
is another plausible diagnosis with similar symptoms (i.e. influ-
enza).

For suspected COVID-19 cases, your doctor will fill out a form.
Austin Public Health will use this information to assess risk and
criteria to determine whether a test is appropriate. You will be no-
tified on whether you qualify for a test and will be provided with a
test-site location. Until then, stay at home and self-distance.

tion, HealthCare.gov.
Major health in-

surance lobbies on Fri-
day said they would
support reopening en-
rollment in Obamacare
markets if the govern-
ment covered antici-
pated losses, despite
some initial reluctance.
Some insurers feared
getting saddled with
huge costs if many
coronavirus patients
signed up for coverage.

The insurer lob-
bies, America’s Health
Insurance Plans and
the Blue Cross Blue
Shield Association,
called on Congress this
week to include fund-

ing in the upcoming
coronavirus stimulus
package to offset po-
tential losses from
covering more people.

The Wall Street
Journal first reported
the administration was
weighing a special en-
rollment period.

A spokesperson
for CMS, which over-
sees the insurance
marketplaces, said
people should also
check HealthCare.gov
to see if they already
qualify for a special
enrollment period be-
cause they lost their
job or other circum-
stances.

http://austintexas.gov/article/covid-19-information-those-who-are-sick

Q: How is COVID-19 testing conducted in Austin-Travis County?
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Integral Care is currently
soliciting proposals through a
Request for Proposals process
for a Digital Security System.
RFPs may be sent
electronically, by contacting
Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org
beginning March 25, 2020.
The deadline to submit a
proposal under the RFP is 4
p.m. CST on May 1, 2020.
Historically Underutilized
Businesses, including
Minority-Owned Businesses
and Women-Owned
Businesses, are encouraged to
apply.

H-E-B, Central Texas Food Bank and Capital Metro Partner to Deploy
Help-at-Home kits to Elderly and Disabled Citizens Across Austin

]Media advisory courtesy H-E-B Public Affairs[

Capital Metro to deliver emergency relief boxes to MetroAccess customers

(AUSTIN, TX) – On Monday, March 23rd, H-E-B
and Capital Metro announced a partnership with
the Central Texas Food Bank to provide relief for
our most vulnerable neighbors: older adults and
people with disabilities. H-E-B has donated
$150,000 to support this effort and has partnered
with Capital Metro to deliver Help-at-Home kits to
its MetroAccess customers.

MetroAccess is a paratransit program for
people with disabilities who are unable to use regu-
lar public transportation due to a disability or other
limiting health condition. This service provides thou-
sands of customers access to health care, groceries
and other vital services that may otherwise be out

of reach.
“We want to make sure that our most vulner-

able customers can stay at home to protect their
health and safety, and not worry about how they
will get basic necessities,” said Chad Ballentine,
Capital Metro’s Vice President of Demand Response
and Innovative Mobility. “We are very thankful for
our ongoing partnership with H-E-B and the Cen-
tral Texas Food Bank during this critical time.”

This announcement comes on the heels of H-
E-B’s $1.2 million investment to Feeding Texas and
delivery of a trailer of food to the Central Texas Food
Bank.

H-E-B is coordinating with community partners

like Capital Metro and the Central Texas Food Bank
to find new ways to help serve our most vulnerable
community members. These Help-at-Home kits are
filled with shelf stable items including peanut but-
ter, rice, soup, canned veggies and other pantry
staples.

H-E-B’s Hunger Relief Program works all year
to raise awareness and battle hunger in Texas and
Mexico. Last year, the program donated 32 million
pounds of food to families in need, which comes to
approximately 25 million meals. And since 1982,
the year the program was founded, H-E-B has do-
nated more than 1 billion pounds of food to 5,500
non-profit organizations.

Austin Area Domino’s®

Stores Looking to Hire
350 Team Members
Locally-owned stores looking to hire
for part-time and full-time positions

(AUSTIN, TX) –
Domino’s franchise-
owned locations are look-
ing to hire about 350 new
team members across
more than 64 stores

throughout the Austin
area. The positions in-
clude delivery drivers,
customer service repre-
sentatives, assistant man-
agers and managers.

“Domino’s works
hard to serve local com-
munities across the
country and Austin is no
different,” said Dain
Funderburg, a Domino’s

franchise owner in the
Austin area. “Stores
across this area are con-
tinuing to provide pizza
to those who are looking
for a delicious, hot meal,
and at times like this,
staffing is critical.”

Domino’s stores
throughout the U.S. pro-
vide a contactless deliv-
ery option to customers,
while also offering
carryout to those who
prefer it. To make sure

service levels remain
strong, Domino’s fran-
chise-owned locations
throughout the region
need additional team
members.

“While many local,
state, and federal rules
are closing dine-in res-
taurants, the opportu-
nity to feed our neigh-
bors through delivery
and carryout continues,”
said Funderburg.  “We
want to make sure we’re

not only providing food
to people, but also deliv-
ering opportunity to
those who are looking
for work.”

Those who are in-
terested in applying for
a position should visit
jobs.dominos.com. To
read about what
Domino’s is doing re-
garding COVID-19,
please visit
biz.dominos.com/web/
media/covid-19.

COVID-19 Economic Injury Loans Now Available in Texas
SAN ANTONIO -

Small Businesses
throughout the entire
state of Texas are now eli-
gible  to apply for the U.S.
Small Business
Administration’s Eco-
nomic Injury Disaster
Loans (EIDL).

“I’m encouraged by
the collaboration be-
tween the Texas
Governor’s Office and the
SBA Disaster Team to rap-
idly make this recovery
funding available to small
businesses and nonprofits
statewide,” said Justin
Crossie, South Central Re-
gional Administrator.

Small businesses are
beginning to feel the im-
pact from the spread of
the Coronavirus (Covid-
19).  In addition to the

decline in business for re-
tailers and restaurants
due to the lack of travel
and tourism, some busi-
nesses are experiencing
challenges related to dis-
ruption in their supply
chains or export markets.

“Our goal is to help
as many small busi-
nesses as we can,” said
Anthony Ruiz, SBA Dis-
trict Director. “All of our
SBA district staff mem-
bers are here to assist
small businesses in any
way we can.”

The SBA’s EIDL of-
fers up to $2 million in
assistance per small
business, and can pro-
vide vital economic sup-
port, at an interest rate
of 3.75 percent for small
businesses without

credit available else-
where; businesses with
credit available else-
where are not eligible.

These loans may be
used to pay fixed debts,
payroll, accounts pay-
able and other bills that
can’t be paid because of
the disaster’s impact.
The direct federal loans
come with long-term re-
payments in order to
keep payments afford-
able, up to a maximum
of 30 years. Terms are
determined on a case-
by-case basis, based
upon each borrower’s
ability to repay.

“SBA joins a whole-
of-government-effort to
combat the Coronavirus
outbreak (COVID-19)
and minimize any eco-

nomic disruption to
Texas’s 2.7 million small
businesses, who employ
nearly half the states
workforce,” said Crossie.
“We will get through this
together and SBA will be
there providing re-
sources and support to
the small business com-
munity.”

Small Businesses
can apply online at

sba.gov/disaster. Busi-
ness can also contact the
SBA’s Disaster Customer
Service Center at 1-800-
659-2955 or Email Disas-

ter Customer Service
Center. Individuals who
are deaf or hard-of-hear-
ing can call 800-877-
8339.

Listen Live )))

Every Friday | 8AM - 9AM

The Breakfast
Club

www.KAZIFM.org
KAZI 88.7 FM

With
T. L. Wyatt

and
Damita Shanklin
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Baseball Hall of Famer Jackie Robinson once
coached Huston-Tillotson basketball team

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist
(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Yes, it’s true. Jackie

Robinson, the first Black
to play baseball in the
Major Leagues, once
coached basketball at
what is now known as
Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity.

In 1952, Samuel
Huston merged with

Tillotson College to be-
come Huston-Tillotson.

Thanks to a tip
from my wife, I discov-
ered that Robinson,
who broke Major
League Baseball’s color
barrier on Apri l  15,
1947 with the Brooklyn
Dodgers, coached what
was then known as
Samuel Huston College’s
men’s basketball team
during the 1944-45 sea-
son.

Based on his con-
nection with Rev. Karl
Downs, who was Samuel
Huston’s president from
1943-48, Robinson was

basketball coach that
one season along with
serving as the school’s
athletic director and was
also an instructor.
Downs, who officiated at
the wedding of Jackie
and Rachel Robinson in
1946, was Robinson’s
pastor and mentor

growing up in Pasadena,
Calif.

What was behind
the Robinson-Huston-
Tillotson connection?

Robinson was sta-
tioned in Fort Hood,
about 60 miles north of
Austin, where he spent
a majority of his leave

time with Downs, a
graduate of Anderson
High School. After re-
ceiving his honorable
discharge from the U.S.
Army in 1944 after he
refused to move to the
back of a military bus,
Robinson accepted mul-
tiple job offers from
Downs to be a physical
education teacher, ath-
letic director and men’s
basketball coach at
Samuel Huston.

In 1945, Robinson
left Samuel Huston to
accept a tryout with the
Kansas City Monarchs of
the Negro League, who

were training in Hous-
ton. He was then signed
by Brooklyn Dodgers
president Branch Rickey,
who placed Robinson
with the club’s top mi-
nor-league affiliate in
1947.

The date of
Robinson’s Major
League debut is recog-
nized annually as Jackie
Robinson by Major
League Baseball.

Robinson was
elected to Huston-
Tillotson’s board of re-
gents in 1968 and served
until just before his
death in 1972.

Jackie Robinson

The Austin Chapter of The Links, Incorporated
Participates in a Campus Beautification Project

Austin Chapter of The Links and Program leaders and volunteers: Jodi
Beaubien, Shirley Whalen-Amora, Deborah Agbottah and Shakira Pumphrey

(AUSTIN, TX) - The
Austin Chapter of The
Links, Incorporated fa-
cilitates targeted leader-
ship and mentoring ac-
tivities with students at
Bertha Sadler Means
Young Women’s Leader-
ship Academy. Twenty-
two students at Betha
Sadler Means (YWLA),
in grades 6-8, partici-
pated in a campus
beautification initiative
that focused on the
prettification of the
schools’ entrance. The
students are members
of the Bertha Sadler
Means Gamma Sigma

Girl Scouts and Robotics
Club. The beautification
project was supported
by Home Depot; they
provided plants and gar-
dening products.

Members of the
Links Chapter work in
partnership with the
school’s administration
and staff to successfully
plan and implement an
Umbrella Program iden-
tified as Links Improving
Minds, Bodies and Souls
(LIMBS). The Umbrella
Program comprises
three tiers of student
engagements for foster-
ing academic improve-

ment, leadership devel-
opment and social emo-
tional growth. Tier One
provides mentoring for
academic achievement,
leadership and personal
development. Tier Two
focuses on leadership
development for mem-
bers of the Gamma
Sigma Girl Scouts. Tier
Three utilizes strength-
based leadership of the
Austin Chapter of The
Links and other sources
for providing opportu-
nities for all students to
participate in targeted
learning through gen-
eral assembly sessions.

Texas Veterans Commission continues
assistance to veterans via virtual meetings

(AUSTIN, TX) – The
Texas Veterans Commis-
sion (TVC) values the
health and safety of
Texas veterans, their
families, and spouses. To
reduce exposure to the

COVID-19 virus, starting
March 19, 2020 services
provided by the TVC will
be conducted virtually.

A listing of services
is provided by city at
h t t p s : / /

www.tvc.texas.gov/
about/ office - loca-
tions/.

Veterans may con-
tact their local TVC rep-
resentative by phone for
Claims, Healthcare and
Employment assistance.

TVC Claims Advi-
sors help veterans in fil-
ing disability compensa-
tion claims with the VA.
TVC Health Care Advo-
cates provide assistance
to veterans in resolving
VA medical care issues

including appointments,
medication and treat-
ment. Both TVC Claims
and Healthcare staff as-
sist veterans through the
VA process, filing paper-
work and advocate on
behalf of the veteran re-
solving issues with the
VA.

TVC Employment
Services offer veterans
assistance with resumes,
applications, and job in-
terview skills. Addition-
ally, Employment Ser-

vices works with em-
ployers to connect them
with veteran job seek-
ers.

Other TVC services
and programs available
to veterans and provid-
ers of veterans services
include Education, En-
trepreneur, Grants,
Mental Health and
Women Veterans.

Helping veterans
starts here. The Texas
Veterans Commission
advocates for and pro-

vides superior service to
veterans that will signifi-
cantly improve the qual-
ity of life for all Texas vet-
erans, their families

and survivors. The
TVC assists veterans with
receiving their benefits,
providing funding to
agencies which provide
direct services to veter-
ans and administration
of the Hazlewood Act
education benefits.
Learn more at
www.tvc.texas.gov.

Texas
Lt. Gov.

Dan
Patrick
suggests
he will

risk
dying to

save
economy

By
Texas Tribune

(TEXAS TRIBUNE) -
Texas Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick, chiming in to
support President
Donald Trump’s new fo-
cus on the economy
over fierce warnings
from public health offi-
cials, suggested on Fox
News on Monday night
that he would rather die
from the rapid spread of
the novel coronavirus
than see instability in
the American economic
system.

“No one reached
out to me and said, ‘As a
senior citizen, are you
willing to take a chance
on your survival in ex-
change for keeping the
America that all America
loves for your children
and grandchildren?’ And
if that’s the exchange,
I’m all in,” he said. “And
that doesn’t make me
noble or brave or any-
thing like that.

“I just think there

are lots of grandparents
out there in this country
like me … that what we
all care about and what
we all love more than
anything are those chil-
dren,” he added. “And I
want to, you know, live
smart and see through
this, but I don’t want to
see the whole country to
be sacrificed, and that’s
what I see.”

Patrick is 69, an age
that statistically puts him
at a higher risk for fatal
consequences from the
virus. The Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention warns that
people with lung dis-
ease, asthma, heart is-
sues, compromised im-
mune systems, obesity,
diabetes and liver dis-
ease are also at a higher
risk of severe complica-
tions from the virus.

Patrick’s point of
view is directly at odds
with the messaging of

many public health offi-
cials, most prominently
Trump administration
official Dr. Anthony
Fauci. Fauci, director of
the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, is one of the
chief public advocates
for social distancing.

Fauci and others
have spent the last sev-
eral weeks pleading with
Americans to stay at
home as much as pos-
sible and to avoid social
interaction as a means
to slow the contagion.
The aim is to give hospi-
tals time, space and sup-
plies to treat what is be-
coming an overwhelm-
ing influx of patients af-
flicted with the virus.

In the last month,
the Dow Jones Industrial
Average has plunged
over 9,000 points, and
public officials are brac-
ing for a brutal jump in
the nation’s unemploy-

ment rate as business
owners are forced to
close up shop and lay off
staffers.

Patrick argued that
he was not alone in this
line of thinking.

“I’ve talked to hun-
dreds of people … and
just in the last week, and
making calls all the time
and everyone says the
pretty much the same
thing, that we can’t lose
our whole country. We
are having an economic

collapse,” Patrick added.
“I’m also a small busi-
nessman. I understand
it.”

The sentiment
matches a push by
Trump that began Sun-
day night and went into
a Monday evening news
conference in which the
president argued the
proposed cure — mean-
ing a shutdown of
American society and
the economy — was
worse than the disease.

TEXAS LT. GOV. DAN PATRICK
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