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Bars and Sporting Events
Scheduled for “Next Phase”

of Texas Reopening
BY PATRICK SVITEK | TEXAS TRIBUNE

Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium, home of the University of Texas Longhorns in Austin, Texas.
(TXT) - Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday an-

nounced his next wave of reopenings designed to
restart the Texas economy during the coronavirus
pandemic, saying child care facilities can reopen
immediately, bars can open Friday with limited ca-
pacity and sporting events can return without fans
at the end of the month.

Abbott also said he would permit restaurants
to operate at 50% capacity starting Friday, up from
25% that’s allowed now.

At the same time, Abbott exempted two hot-
spot regions — Amarillo and El Paso — from his
latest decisions, saying they would need to wait a
week — until May 29 — while the state’s surge re-
sponse teams work to contain outbreaks in each

area.
Abbott’s news conference came 18 days after

he began a phased reopening of the state, starting
with letting restaurants, stores, movie theaters and
malls open up at 25% capacity. He then allowed
barbershops and salons to reopen May 8 under cer-
tain restrictions. Monday was the first day gyms
were allowed to open, also under restrictions.

Previously, child care was only available to
workers deemed essential by the state. Abbott’s an-
nouncement Monday allows child care centers to
reopen to help all workers returning to their jobs.

In addition to bars, Abbott is letting a host of
other establishments reopen Friday, including bowl-

See YOUTH AND SPORTS, page 7

Art
on the
Lawn

A Lovely Texas
Afternoon to

Feed Your Soul

(AUSTIN, TX) - The
Neill-Cochran House Mu-
seum hosts Art on the
Lawn.  Seven artists will
present their work on the
grounds of the historic
site.  The museum will be
closed; however, free
museum admission
passes will be given to at-
tendees for use once we
re-open on June 3rd.  That
will give you the perfect
opportunity to experi-
ence the If These Walls
Could Talk art exhibition,
which has been extended
until July 26th.

Artwork on display
during Art on the Lawn
will be for sale and a por-
tion of the sale proceeds
will benefit the Neill-
Cochran House Museum.
The venue will be com-
pletely outside and at-
tendees are asked to wear
a mask while practicing
safe social distancing.  The
number of guests circu-
lating on the grounds will
be managed by museum
staff to preserve social
distancing of 6 feet.  The
event is free and open to
the public, the Neill-
Cochran House Museum
just requests you register
on their website
nchmuseum.org.

2310 San Gabriel Street
Austin, Texas 78705

Neill-Cochran
House Museum

Sunday, May 24, 2020
11:00AM - 3:00PM

Feds expected to tweak Paycheck
Protection Program amid criticism

By Yuka Hayashi | MARKET WATCH

(MW) - Lawmakers and government
officials are preparing to make signifi-
cant changes to the Paycheck Protec-
tion Program, amid cooling demand for
government-backed loans and criticism
from business owners who say they
can’t tap the funds.

The changes are likely to include
giving businesses more flexibility to
spend the money, according to lawmak-
ers and others following the delibera-
tions. Under the original terms, 75% of
the funds were required to be spent on
employee salaries for the loans to be
forgiven.

The government also is expected to
extend the time to spend the loan money
beyond the two months it originally set.

Both changes follow complaints from
restaurants, hair salons and others who
say they can’t hire back staff while they
are closed during the coronavirus pan-
demic and need more money to cover
their overhead costs.

“When we conceived the program,
we thought businesses would be able
to get up and running after eight weeks,
but we know now that’s not the case,”
Sen. Ben Cardin of Maryland, the top
Democrat on the small business panel,
said in a statement.

The steps being considered will mean
a shift in the program’s focus—from one
that was primarily aimed at keeping em-
ployees on the payroll, to also helping to
keep small businesses from failing.
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The story of Grace
Davis hits streaming
services May 29th.
See DAKOTA

Page 3

Treasury Department
issues over four
million EIP Cards.

See IRS
Page 7

COVID-19 reshaping
absentee voting

in Texas
See JUDGE

Page 5
 Like every one else

on the planet, we have
been sending all of our
time trying to keep up
with the COVID-19 situ-
ation. As a result of that,
we totally overlooked
our 47th Anniversary of
publishing our newspa-
per. Our first issue hit the
street the third Friday of
May, 1973.

   We usually pause
during that week  to cel-
ebrate our continued ex-
istence. And while we
would like to give a party
to celebrate, it would
not have been possible
to have that kind of an
event at this time.

   In the early days,
we would host an anni-
versary dinner. Later we
started to have public
celebrations every five
years.  At those events
we would take the op-
portunity to thank our
readers and advertisers
for their continued sup-
port.

   The one thing
that I appreciate about
our readers and support-
ers is that they do not
forget and many of them
remind us that it is time
to celebrate.

       Let me assure
you that we are honored
by your continued sup-
port and grateful for all
of your calls of encour-
agement.

   This has been
one of our most gratify-
ing years.

   Let me assure
you that we will plan a
celebration after we get
pass COVID-19. We
want to encourage each
and every one of you to
rest assured that we will
be Your Voice in the com-
munity as we go into
another year.

   The Villager and
KAZI Radio are both com-
mitted to being your
voice, and we support
your efforts to make this
community stronger as
we move forward.

Happy
 Anniversary

 to Us!!

    We are all
in this together.

HAPPY 47TH ANNIVERSARY
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Felix Bamirin, Pastor
GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l

Visit:  www.gracewaycca.org

JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,

Austin, TX 78702
Going to Higher Heights,

Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am

BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714

Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net

www.newlincolnmbc.org
Rev. Darron E. Patterson

Pastor

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.

Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval

Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase

a monthly ad for your
church?

Inquire TODAY!
Send your information to vil3202@aol.com

or call 512-476-0082

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church
690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor Ph: (512) 626-3660

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

The High Note, Starring Tracee Ellis
Ross, Dakota Johnson & Ice Cube,

Releases to Streaming Services May 29
Focus Features Submitted by Naomi Richard

(VILLAGER) - Set in
the dazzling world of the
L.A. music scene comes
the story of Grace Davis
(Tracee Ellis Ross), a su-
perstar whose talent —
and ego— have reached
unbelievable heights.
Maggie (Dakota
Johnson) is Grace’s over-
worked personal assis-
tant who’s stuck running
errands but still aspires
to her dream of becom-
ing a music producer.
Things come to a head
when Grace’s long-time
manager (Ice Cube) pre-
sents the singer with a
choice that could alter
the course of her career,
and Grace must choose
between playing it safe
or listening to her heart
in a decision that could
change her life forever.

From acclaimed di-
rector Nisha Ganatra
(Late Night) comes a hi-
larious yet moving story
about following your
dreams set inside the
dynamic world of L.A.’s
glamorous music scene.

In the confines of
the apartment she
shares with her spunky
roommate Katie (Zoe
Chao), Maggie is secretly
perfecting her own mix
of Grace’s upcoming live
greatest-hits album.
She’s convinced that her
dogged work ethic and
her devotion to preserv-
ing the classic elements
of Grace’s sound will pay
dividends. Her skills are
put to the test when
Maggie meets gifted
musician David Cliff
(Kelvin Harrison, Jr.). As
they write and record
new material together,
Maggie finds herself
pulled between pursu-
ing her passion and her
commitment to Grace.

Eventually Grace
must wrestle with a de-
cision that could have
life-altering conse-
quences. What follows is

a series of surprises that
not even the ultra-pre-
pared assistant could
have predicted—events
poised to change both
Maggie and Grace’s lives
forever.

Funny, fresh and
romantic, The High Note
is a delightful, female-
driven modern comedy
about talent, persis-
tence and the power of
music to bring people
together.

Focus Features and
Working Title present
The High Note. Dakota
Johnson, Tracee Ellis
Ross, Kelvin Harrison Jr.,
Ice Cube, June Diane
Raphael, Zoe Chao,
Eddie Izzard, Bill Pull-

man, Diplo. Music by
Amie Doherty. Editor,
Wendy Greene Bricmont.
Costume design, Jenny
Eagan. Production design,
Theresa Guleserian. Di-
rector of photography, Ja-
son McCormick. Written
by Flora Greeson. Pro-
duced by Tim Bevan and
Eric Fellner. Executive pro-
duced by Nathan Kelly
and Alexandra Loewy. Di-
rected by Nisha Ganatra.

Director Nisha
Ganatra spoke, “The
story is about following
your dream and taking
risks. The first time I read
Flora Greeson’s script for
The High Note, I knew
this was a movie I had to
direct. The story had all

the elements of movies
that I love. It centered on
the relationship be-
tween two multifaceted
women who were tal-
ented and uncompro-
mising—yet also funny
and flawed in all the best
ways. It offered an
insider’s view of the en-
tertainment industry
with a story about just
how much hard work
and sacrifice is required
to achieve success.”

Watch The High
Note beginning May 29
on Prime Video, Apple
TV, Xfinity, Vudu, Google
Play or Fandango Now.
The soundtrack is also
coming soon on Repub-
lic Records.

(l to r) Dakota Johnson stars as Maggie Sherwoode, Ice Cube as Jack
Robertson and Tracee Ellis Ross as Grace Davis in THE HIGH NOTE,
a Focus Features release. Credit: Glen Wilson / Focus Features

Ice Cube stars as Jack Robertson in THE HIGH NOTE,
a Focus Features release. Credit: Glen Wilson / Focus Features
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

21st Century?

 This 21st Century
has had some bad awak-
ening problems. That's
way before this latest vi-
rus began. I was told that
before it began some
people thought the world
would come to an end
January 1st 2000. Well it
did not. But things start
off pretty bad.

 The Opiod Crisis
was just getting started.
from 1999 to 2016 it had
already caused an epi-
demic. It had killed more
people than America's
last three wars. In 2016
alone 42,000 died from
overdosing. Then next
came what we call sim-
ply 9/11. That attack

alone killed 2,290 and
shocked the world. This
led to the Iraq War. More
destruction and lives
lost. That lasted from
2003-2016. Then alone
came Hurricane Katrina.
It was a televised disas-
ter. New Orleans was
flooded, killing thou-
sands. People stranded
on top of houses.

 While this was
happening school
shootings were stealing
the headlines. Starting
with 1999’s Columbine
High School. It only
slowed down after 2012
Sandy Hook. All alone
we were dealing with a
2017 Recession, the
shooting of unarmed Af-
rican American males by
policeman, election of
an African-American
president and then
Donald Trump.

 Most people did
not pay any attention to
the five hottest years on
record. Each year it got
hotter and hotter setting
new records (2015-
2019). We even had 40
inches of rain to fall on
the Gulf Coast. What's
next?

Last Week of School!

My school lets out
on Thursday of this
week! I've been waiting
for this for so long!

I checked and 6 out
of 8 of my classes have
no work to do for the
week. Mostly just an-
nouncements, remind-
ers, and a few goodbyes.

I don't even want to
talk about the two with

work, but they seem
pretty simple. Normally
with all of my weekly as-
signments, I get done by
Tuesday or Wednesday.
Since I only have two
classes to complete I'll
probably be finished
early Monday.

Also, because I
won't have much school
work on my hands, I plan
to attend some Google
Meets hosted by my
teachers.  It'll be a nice
chance to say goodbye
to them for the year.

I have no idea what
I'm planning this sum-
mer. There isn't much to
do. I'm going to enjoy
not having weekly as-
signments due at the
end of the week though.
I'm sure I'll find some-
thing to keep myself
busy so it won't be an
entirely uneventful sum-
mer.

Tyler  Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA

Rebekah McNeal
Round Rock H. S.

 Lacee Johnson
Connally High School

Thunderbirds

Last week I was
able to witness a sight
that I will remember for
the rest of my life. It was
Wednesday noon when
I found myself sitting in
my room listening to silly
tunes as usual for me. I
got a surprising text
from my grandmother
that seemed slightly
confusing at first.  She
was trying to notify me
about a group called the
“Thunderbirds”.

Hearing the
name by itself made me
curious, where they ac-
tual birds, some type of
fireworks, a lightning
show, I just was not sure.
She reminded me that
they would be flying
through Austin around
4.   The typical teenager
that I am, I instantly for-
got and went back to my
bedroom. Not too long,
I received another call
urging me to rush out-
side. I had no time to
even find a shirt as I
rushed out with my
kiddy blanket. At first, I

did not notice anything
that seemed out of the
ordinary until a loud
sound erupted from the
sky.  My head shot up in
reflex and I saw the jets
zoom by with power. It
surely was not a sight
that you see every day in
the Austin sky.  The trail
of smoke left behind was
as if it was a scene from
an action movie.

     After conducting
some research to learn
more, I learned that the
Thunderbirds are a mili-
tary program profession-
ally known as the USAF
(United States Air Force
Thunderbirds). They fly
around in forceful
aircrafts like the F-16C
Fighting Falcon and the
F-16D Fighting Falcon.
The Thunderbirds are
assigned to the 57th
W ing and  based at
Nellis Air Force Base in
Nevada.  The USAF
Thunderbirds are the
third-most seasoned
conventional flying aero-
batic group (under a
similar name) on the
planet.

It shocked me to
learn how long this pro-
gram has been in exist-
ence and yet it was my
first time hearing about
them. Seeing the flyover
and knowing that it was
to salute those profes-
sionals, first responders,
and essential COVID-19
workers was an honor. I
hope to be able to wit-
ness the magnificent
sight of the
Thunderbirds again.

AP Exams at Home

During the past
couple of weeks many
students across the
United States have been
preparing for their AP
exams. This year I’ve
signed up to take 3 AP
exams: Chemistry, U.S
History and Language &
Competition. Due to
Covid-19 shutting down

schools across the na-
tion, the College Board
has to switch from test-
ing in person to testing
online. With this sudden
change, students are al-
lowed to use their notes
during the test and the
testing time frame has
been cut to 45 minutes.
The time changes in the
test has brought up a lot
of backlash from stu-
dents and teachers. The
AP test is normally split
up into sections with an
hour to do each section.
With the new changes
students have one free
response question in 45
minutes. Personally I
don’t think it’s enough
time to actually com-
plete the test and do
well on it. I just hope
that testing for me goes
as smoothly as possible.

Sarah Robertson
Connally H. S.

Mrs. Cami Demetrotion

Hello everyone to-
day I will be talking about
my biology teacher Cami
DeMetrotion. Mrs.
DeMetrotion has been
married for 3 years now,
even though her last
name was supposed to
be wells kids at school
said that they liked
DeMetrotion better. So
she had decided to keep
her last name at school
the same just so it would
be easier for people to
remember. She was born
and raised in Dallas,Texas
and she graduated from
the University of Texas
with a BS in Biology.

In addition to con-
tact work she was study-

Montrae Nelson
Four Points M. S.

ing biology, chemistry,
physics, and geology. She
also took teaching classes
through UT's teaching
program called UTeach.
Her and her husband
have 2 dogs one is an
German Shepherd
named echo. While the
other dog is named
tucker who is a little bor-
der collie that is now 2
years old. She has been
teaching at VHS for 4
years and is happy at
where she is now and
loves the environment
and community as well.

Ms.DeMetrotion is
an amazing person and
she so unique and nice in
her own way that is what
make her great. When I
asked to interview her
she was more than will-
ing to making it faster
and she was very sweet
about it as well. She plans
on staying at VHS for as
long as she can and want
to get a high former of
eduction to be a profes-
sor at a college but
doesn't know which one
yet. She is great at what
she does and she should
keep doing what she
loves. Thanks for read-
ing!

Quinn Langford
Cedar Ridge H. S.

Kaitlyn  Cannon
Bluebonnet Trail Elem.

Virtual School Education

One more week of
virtual classwork! I had
to adjust to virtual learn-
ing, understanding,
reading, writing, making
mistakes, and at times
not interested in my
classwork. After seeing
my teacher online weekly,
and able to see notes
from some of my class-
mates, cheered me up.

I read the story “Ti-
tanic”, which was one of
my reading assignments.
Last week it aired on TV.
Although I wasn’t al-
lowed to see a couple of
scenes, I was able to see

when one side of the
ship was wrecked by an
iceberg, resulting in
the tragic loss of fifteen
hundred (1500) passen-
gers. The more I was
online, the more I be-
came more comfortable,
with the help of a family
member, at times.

I hope we are able
to have the presence of
our teacher and my
classmates in our actual
classroom, when we go
back to regular school. I
know we are still mask-
ing and social distancing.
But I am looking forward
to playing volleyball,
skating, competitive
running and being out-
doors more often.

My virtual school
education has been
okay. And, I understand
why it has become very
necessary to continue
our education online. I
hope the Cvirus cease
hurting people. With the
help of the our doctors,
nurses, scientists, and all
healthcare personnel,it
will.

The End of my Jack and Jill Journey

Being a senior, it’s
hard to believe that my
high school journey is re-

ally over, but it ’s even
harder to believe that my
Jack and Jill of America,
Inc. journey is over as well.
I joined the African Ameri-
can leadership develop-
ment and community ser-
vice organization when I
was still a toddler, so I’ve
literally been a member
for as long as I can remem-
ber. As opposed to only
spending my teenage
years in high school, I’ve
basically spent my entire
life with the Jack and Jill
Austin Chapter. The other
seniors and I have grown
up together and we have

formed extremely tight
bonds through chapter
activities and regional con-
ferences. Usually, there is a
gala at every regional Jack
and Jill Teen Conference to
honor the seniors and wrap
up their time in Jack and Jill.
Out of all the things in my
life that have been can-
celed, this conference,
which was supposed to be
scheduled in June, is one of
the most hurtful.

But at least we
were able to celebrate the
seniors in our chapter
somehow. On Sunday,
May 17th, all of the fami-
lies in the chapter were
invited to the annual Cer-

emonies and Celebra-
tions, held using Zoom.
Every year, seniors are con-
gratulated at this event, but
this year it felt more special.
For one, every senior got a
dozen Tiff’s Treats cookies
delivered to their house
right before the ceremony
began. But there was also
a different energy during
that Zoom call. It felt like
everyone was collectively
grieving with us, and even
parents who didn’t have a
senior cried. In the end, it
wasn’t the big gala that I
was always looking for-
ward to, but it did give me
more closure than I was
expecting.
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Evictions set to Resume
in Texas, after State
Supreme Court Lifts

Moratorium

Houston Public Media - Eviction and debt col-
lection proceedings can resume as early as Tuesday
after the Texas Supreme Court lifted its moratorium,
the Texas Tribune reports:

Evictions and debt collection proceedings can
resume in Texas next week, the Texas Supreme
Court has ordered, after the court temporarily put
both on hold during the coronavirus pandemic.

Eviction hearings can be held as soon as Tues-
day, with orders authorizing evictions allowed start-
ing May 26. That does not apply to certain tenants
who are protected through the federal Coronavirus
Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act, including
renters in homes covered by federally backed mort-
gages. Tenants covered under that federal morato-
rium have protections through Aug. 23. Others may
be protected through local orders, like those in place
in Austin, Dallas and San Marcos.

Similarly, debt collectors can again garnish ac-
counts starting later this month.

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo on Monday
said she was “deeply disappointed” in the court’s
decision, saying that it would only lead to increased
financial hardship for Texas families.

“Restarting eviction and debt-collection pro-
ceedings right now will only deepen the well of
desperation many families are experiencing across
our county,” read a statement from Hidalgo. “These
are hard-working families who, through no fault of
their own, have lost irreplaceable income during this
pandemic and may not qualify for federal assistance
or eviction protections.”

Last week, the city launched its $15 million rent
relief program, which allowed renters to apply for
relief if their landlord had signed up to receive funds
from the program.

But minutes after launching the site was
flooded with requests, creating a lag in the perfor-
mance on the site. In less than two hours, the money
was gone, with some tenants unable to apply for
the money at all.

Congressional Black Caucus to Host First-ever
All Digital Annual Legislative Conference

Defender News
Service - The Congres-
sional Black Caucus
Foundation, Inc. (CBCF)
announced today it will
deliver its Annual Legis-
lative Conference com-
pletely online later this
year. The new format,
Virtual ALC, will allow
“attendees” to experi-
ence the programming
they have become ac-
customed to from the
comfort and safely of
their homes.

Attracting more
than 30,000 people to
Washington, DC each
year, the Annual Legisla-
tive Conference (ALC) is
CBCF’s leading public
policy convening on is-
sues impacting African
Americans and the glo-
bal black community.
Historically, the five-day
conference is held in
September at the Walter
E. Washington Conven-
tion Center.

“We are excited to

offer ALC completely
online this year to en-
sure the Foundation’s
mission is fulfilled, and

Financial Hardships
Due to COVID-19?

City of Austin Utility
Bill Relief

Emergency Mea-
sures in Response to
COVID-19

In recognition of
the impact that COVID-
19 is having on the entire
Austin community,
Mayor Steve Adler and
the Austin City Council
approved emergency
utility bill relief efforts.

In recognition that
greater assistance is
needed for all custom-
ers, the following actions
are effective immedi-
ately, April 9, 2020,
through September 30,
2020. These changes will
provide approximately
$46 million in utility bill
relief.

How the City is
Helping with Rate Ad-
justments and Reduc-
tions

Reduced Austin En-
ergy Residential and
Commercial Regulatory
Charge

Austin Energy is re-
ducing Regulatory
Charges by $25 million.
This change will help
both commercial and
residential customers,
saving them roughly 4%
on their electric bills. The
Regulatory Charge re-
covers Austin Energy’s
share of the statewide
costs associated with the
transmission grid, as well
as other regulatory fees.

Residential custom-
ers will see this change
immediately, but the
changes in the Regula-
tory Charges for com-
mercial customers will
take effect May 1, 2020.

To apply for finan-
cial assistance visit,
austinbillhelp.com

AISD Creates Facebook Profile Frames for 2020 Graduates

AUSTIN, TEXAS - AISD is proud of the Class
of 2020, and we want to recognize their
achievement. Last week, the AISD Marketing
team created Facebook profile picture frames
that congratulate our graduates and honor their
commitment and hard work to get to where
they are now.

The frames can be both accessed in Span-
ish and English and say “2020 Grad!” and “Proud
of my Grad!” . There are two frames: one for
family and friends and one for students. AISD
encourages its parents and students to use
these frames to celebrate the graduation of the
AISD family.

the discussions and so-
lutions around issues im-
portant to African
Americans and our sup-

porters remain at the
forefront,” said Tonya
Veasey, CBCF’s interim
president and CEO.

Each AISD high school campus has its own
frames and design. To access the frames, click
on the update option on your facebook profile
picture,  click add frame and search based on
the school the student attends. You can also visit
www.facebook.com/profilepicframes to search
for the high school name or Austin ISD.

AISD encourages pride and we have never
been more proud of our students and their
families. We want to recognize these students
and their families and what they have achieved.

For more information on how to post a
Facebook profile picture frame, please visit
www.facebook.com/help.

Federal judge says all Texas voters can
apply to vote by mail during pandemic

BY ALEXA URA | TEXAS TRIBUNE

(TXT) - A federal judge opened a path for a
massive expansion in absentee voting in Texas by
ordering Tuesday that all state voters, regardless of
age, qualify for mail-in ballots during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Days after a two-hour preliminary injunction
hearing in San Antonio, U.S. District Judge Fred Biery
agreed with individual Texas voters and the Texas
Democratic Party that voters would face irreparable
harm if existing age eligibility rules for voting by mail
remain in place for elections held while the
coronavirus remains in wide circulation. Under his
order, which the Texas attorney general said he
would immediately appeal, voters under the age of
65 who would ordinarily not qualify for mail-in bal-
lots would now be eligible.

Biery's ruling covers Texas voters "who seek to
vote by mail to avoid transmission of the virus."

In a lengthy order, which he opened by quot-
ing the preamble to the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, Biery said he had concerns for the health
and safety of voters and stated the right to vote

"should not be elusively based on the whims of
nature."

"Two hundred forty-years on, Americans now
seek Life without fear of pandemic, Liberty to
choose their leaders in an environment free of dis-
ease and the pursuit of Happiness without undue
restrictions," Biery wrote.

"There are some among us who would, if they
could, nullify those aspirational ideas to return to
the not so halcyon and not so thrilling days of yes-
teryear of the Divine Right of Kings, trading our
birthright as a sovereign people for a modern mess
of governing pottage in the hands of a few and for-
feiting the vision of America as a shining city upon
a hill," he said.
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The Fight
for Texas
Senatorial
District 14

State
Delegate

VILLAGER NEWS -
As the election ap-
proaches, numerous in-
dividuals have an-
nounced their intentions
to run for the Texas
Senatorial District 14
State Delegate post.  The
Texas Senatorial District
helps form the Texas
Democratic Party plat-
form during the State
convention. These del-
egates play a crucial role
in casting their vote for
a particular presidential
candidate during the na-
tional convention.

According to Garry
Brown and Council
Member Leslie Pool who
are running on the same
ticket mentioned, "we
am making a running for
all SD 14 state delegates.
Since SD14 is the most

Democratic of senate
districts, we are one of
the few districts that get
to choose two Presiden-
tial Electors. We ask for
your support and vote
during our virtual con-
vention. I am a long-time
Travis County residents
and strong, dependable
Democrats having
served Democratic
Elected Officials and
worked on behalf of
Democratic candidates
and issues. We hope you

will do us the honor and
support both of us."

Steven Weintraub
is also running for the
Texas SD 14.  According
to Steven, "I am running
for a position on the
Texas Platform Commit-
tee for SD-14. Many of
y’all already know me,
for those who don’t
know me, I am a native
Austinite, a product of
Austin Public Schools, a
lifelong Democrat, and
political activist."

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

Garry Brown

VILLAGER NEWS -
Since Judge Sarah
Eckhardt resigned,
former Travis County
Judge Sam Biscoe was
appointed as the re-
placement. Judge Biscoe
will hold this interim po-
sition until a new Travis
County Judge is elected
and will possibly go back
into retirement. Judge
Biscoe is the best person
to be appointed since,
he has the work experi-
ence and also, he has no
political aspiration.

Numerous indi-
viduals have announced
their intention to run for
this position including,
Andy Brown, Travis
County Commissioner
Jeff Travallion, and Travis
County Democratic
Party Chair, Dyana Li-
mon-Mercado. Each
candidate brings differ-
ent approaches to this
position. Andy Brown
and Dyana Limon-
Mercado have run on a
Countywide ballot,
therefore, they have es-

Sam Biscoe Sworn in as
Interim Travis County Judge

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

tablished contacts
throughout the county.
Commissioner Travallion
has run only on a pre-
cinct level, which covers
North-East and East
parts of Travis County.

Finally, the County
Judge serves as the pre-
siding officer for Com-
missioners Court meet-
ings and ceremonial
head of Travis County

government. The Court's
duties include; setting
the tax rate and adopt-
ing a county budget, as-
sists elected or ap-
pointed officials at Travis
County to carry out their
statutory duties, build
and maintain County
road and bridges, and
develop and maintain
open space for public
usage.

Sam Biscoe and Sarah Eckhardt.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

10th Congressional District Race
by Tsoke

(Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER
Columnist

VILLAGER NEWS -
July 14, 2020, Mike
Siegel and Doctor
Ghanghi will face off in
a runoff election since
both candidates failed to
secure 50% of the vote
needed.  This primary
election is crucial be-
cause the Democratic
party believes they can
flip this seat, which is
currently held by a re-
publican. Also, this con-
gressional seat encom-
passes Praire View A &
M University.

Siegel has been in
public service through-
out his professional ca-
reer. According to Siegel,
"I began work as a pub-
lic school teacher, serv-
ing in the Teach for
America corps and
teaching 3rd, 5th, and
8th grade in under-
resourced public
schools. Later, I co-
founded two nonprofit
education organizations,

Doctor Ghanghi

serving as executive di-
rector of Oakland Leaf in
California and providing
free after-school and
summer programs to
thousands of children
and youth."

On the other hand,
Dr. Ghanghi mentioned,
"I am a husband, father,
the son of immigrants,
and doctor who attends

to the under-served and
the uninsured. I have the
deep privilege to listen
to the stories of
hardworking families,
the overwhelming nar-
rative is one of strength
and courage. These are
the stories that have mo-
tivated me to be out
front with so many on
passing paid sick leave."

AISD to
Provide Meals
for Caregivers
Through City

of Austin
Funding

Beginning Tuesday,
May 19, caregiver meals
will be distributed Mon-
day through Friday at
Austin ISD curbside and
bus stop meal delivery
sites.  Caregiver meals
will be available only to
the adults accompanying

children at meal sites, or
with documentation of
the children they are
picking meals up for. Food
is available until it runs
out.

The meals will be
prepared by local restau-
rant partners and will fea-

ture healthy foods that
will complement the
menu served to students.
Austin-based restaurant,
Easy Tiger, will be provid-
ing caregiver meals at
Austin ISD sites through
the first two weeks of the
program.

Joe Carr, General
Manager at Easy Tiger
stated, "Teachers and
caregivers are our he-

roes! Easy Tiger is proud
to provide safe, nutritious
food for our city’s
caregivers and we are
grateful to work with
Austin ISD to feed our
community."

Supporting the meal
delivery program has
been a priority for the
AISD Crisis Support Fund,
established by the Austin
Ed Fund, AISD's nonprofit

public education founda-
tion. This support from
the City of Austin and the
Austin Ed Fund will en-
able AISD to provide an
additional up to 6,000
meals a day for
caregivers.

Find Austin ISD meal
sites, times and more in-
formation at
austinisd.org/covid19/
meals.
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Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

New Jobs for the Week of
05/17/20

Specialist, Recruiting Elgin
Campus Job#2005004
Coordinator, Enrollment

Services Highland Business
Center Job# 2005001

Upward Bound Youth Clinical
Therapist Highland Business

Center Job# 2004012
Upward Bound Clinical

Coordinator Highland Business
Center Job# 2004011

Specialist, Faculty
Development Eastview Campus

Job# 2004010
Upward Bound Summer
Program-Instructor Acad

Success Highland Business
Center Job# 2003001

Executive Chef Eastview
Campus Job# 1912039

Enrollment Advisor Location as
assigned Job# 2005010

Integral Care is currently
soliciting proposals through a
Request for Proposals process for
a Veterans Service Program.
RFPs may be sent electronically,
by contacting Brody Ballard at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org
beginning May 22, 2020. The
deadline to submit a proposal
under the RFP is 4 p.m. CST on
June 19, 2020. Historically
Underutilized Businesses,
including Minority-Owned
Businesses and Women-Owned
Businesses, are encouraged to
apply.

  Invitation for Bids
Balfour Beatty Infrastructure,
Inc. is soliciting bids for
subcontractors and vendors for
construction of TxDOT project
no. 0265-02-036, ETC.  The
project is on SH 71 at 0.13 Miles
East of SH 130 to 0.81 Miles East
of Kellam Rd.  Bid date for this
project is June 5, 2020.
Quotations may be mailed to
Balfour Beatty Infrastructure,
Inc., 1250 S Capital of Texas
Hwy, Bldg. 1, Suite 200, Austin,
TX 78746 or faxed to (512) 707-
0798 or emailed to
bbiisw@balfourbeattyus.com.
DBE/HUB/SBE contractors are
encouraged to submit bids.  Plans
and specifications are available
to be reviewed at TxDOT Plans
On-line:  http://bit.do/dBJ5G.
O.E.O. For information contact
Brian Fiezeri at (512) 707-0797.

ing alleys, bingo
halls, skating rinks, ro-
deos, zoos and aquari-
ums. In the lead-up to
Monday, however, the
fate of bars had drawn the
most attention, especially
after Abbott began allow-
ing restaurants to reopen
May 1. All the businesses
opening Friday will only
be allowed to operate at
25% capacity.

For bars that re-
open Friday, the state is
recommending that cus-
tomers remain seated at
tables of no more than
six people, among other
restrictions. Dancing is
discouraged.

The next round of
reopenings will come
May 31, when Abbott
will permit youth sum-
mer camps to reopen —
as well as let certain pro-

NEXT PHASE OF
REOPENING TEXAS

FOCUSES ON YOUTH
AND SPORTING EVENTS

West Sixth Street in Downtown Austin, Texas (Credit: Ian Aberle via Flickr CC)

Continued from page 1 fessional sports to re-
sume without specta-
tors. The sports include
basketball, baseball, car
racing, football, golf,
softball and tennis.
Leagues will first have to
apply to — and receive
approval from — the
Texas Department of
State Health Services.

Abbott’s news con-
ference Monday came a
day after the total
coronavirus cases in
Texas increased to at
least 47,784, including
1,336 deaths, according
to the latest data from
the Department of State
Health Services. Out of
Texas’ 254 counties, 222
are reporting cases.

The number of
cases — and deaths —
keeps rising in Texas,
though the testing tally
has also gone up, reach-

ing 693,276 as of Sunday.
Abbott, meanwhile, con-
tinues to highlight the
relatively stable number
of hospitalizations and
declining percentage of
infections found among
people who are tested.

While testing has
ramped up, it is still fail-
ing to regularly reach
Abbott’s goal of 30,000
tests a day. Over the last
week, the state aver-
aged 25,614 tests per
day, which Abbott cited
at his news conference
as he argued that the
numbers that he is
watching most closely
have been moving in the
right direction.

However, in recent
days, the Department of
State Health Services re-
vealed it is including an
unknown quantity of
antibody tests in its test-

ing total, casting uncer-
tainty over the reliability
of that data for the time
being. Abbott seemed to
contradict that Monday,
saying that the state is
“not commingling” the
different types of tests
and that the antibody
testing numbers “will be
provided separately.”
Reached via email after
Abbott’s news confer-
ence, a DSHS spokes-
man, Chris Van Deusen,
did not address the con-
flicting statements but
confirmed DSHS is work-
ing to separate the anti-
body testing figures.

After Abbott’s

news conference,
Democrats continued to
argue that Abbott was
reopening the Texas
economy too quickly.

“Gov. Abbott is
gambling with our lives
by reopening in this
fashion,” state Rep.
Gene Wu, D-Houston,
said on a state Demo-
cratic Party call. “If he is
wrong and we are right,
then a whole lot of
people are going to die.”

Notably, Monday
marked the first time
that Abbott singled out
specific regions as not
ready to take part in the
latest reopenings.

Amarillo has been a
hot spot due to outbreaks
at its meatpacking plants,
and earlier this month,
the state dispatched one
of its surge response
teams to the city to try to
get things under control.
Of the 1,801 new cases
that Texas reported Satur-
day, over 700 were linked
to the Amarillo
meatpacking plants, ac-
cording to Abbott’s office.

In El Paso, the situ-
ation has deteriorated
enough that the county
judge, Ricardo
Samaniego, and other
local officials asked

Abbott last week to ex-
empt the county from
the next reopenings un-
til the county sees a two-
week downward trend
in the number of posi-
tive cases or the positive
test rate. Abbott said
Monday that El Paso’s
hospital capacity is “too
close for comfort at this
particular time.”

The one-week de-
lay “will give those com-
munities and our surge
team response the time
needed to slow the
spread and maintain
hospital capacity,”
Abbott said. “It will en-
sure those communities
safely move into phase
two.”

The counties sub-
ject to the delay are El
Paso, Randall, Potter,
Moore and Deaf Smith.
The latter four are all in
the Amarillo region.

Cassi Pollock con-
tributed reporting.

IRS issuing stimulus checks
via prepaid debit cards

by Tanza Loudenback and Libby Kane | Business Insider

(BI) - The Treasury Department announced on
Monday that it would deliver millions of remaining
stimulus payments by prepaid debit card this week.

“Treasury and the IRS have been working with
unprecedented speed to issue Economic Impact
Payments to American families. Prepaid debit cards
are secure, easy to use, and allow us to deliver
Americans their money quickly,” Secretary Steve
Mnuchin said in a statement. “Recipients can im-
mediately activate and use the cards safely.”

Since mid-April, about 140 million Americans
have received stimulus payments totaling $239 bil-
lion, mostly by direct deposit. If the IRS didn’t have
a person’s bank information from previous tax re-
turns or submissions to its new online tools, the
agency mailed paper checks. Some federal benefits
recipients also received their payments by Direct
Express card.

There are about 10 million Americans who
qualify for payments under the CARES Act but have
yet to receive them. Treasury says about 4 million
people will get the prepaid Visa debit cards, issued
by MetaBank, this week.

“EIP Cards are being distributed to qualified
individuals without bank information on file with
the IRS, and whose tax return was processed by ei-

ther the Andover or Austin IRS Service Center,” the
Treasury statement reads.

The debit cards will be sent from “Money Net-
work Cardholder Services,” according to a Fre-
quently Asked Questions page. Enclosed will be in-
structions on how to activate the card. Only one
card will be provided per family. The cards can be
used to withdraw cash from an ATM, transfer funds
to a bank account, or make purchases wherever Visa
is accepted.

Recipients of the prepaid card will be able to
register the card for online access and visit
EIPCard.com to check their balance and transaction
history.

Stimulus payments are largely based on ad-
justed gross income (AGI) reported on 2018 and
2019 tax returns. Anyone with a Social Security num-
ber who isn’t claimed on someone else’s tax return
as a dependent — and earns below $99,000 as a
single filer, $198,000 as a joint filer, and $136,500
as a head of household filer — is in line to receive a
payment. Nonfilers and people who receive federal
benefits also get payments.

Couples who file jointly could get up to $2,400
and individual filers can get up to $1,200, plus an
extra $500 per child under age 17.

Austin Public Health COVID-19
Tracking Digital Dashboard

https://www.austintexas.gov/covid19

Dashboard data will be updated every day at 6 p.m.
Please call 3-1-1 (512-974-2000) with questions
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Bob Watson Was A
Baseball Trailblazer

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

Bob Watson

(VILLAGER) - Bob
Watson is recognized as
the first black general
manager to win a World
Series, and rightfully so.
However, he was also a
tremendous baseball
player who made the All-
Star team twice, hit over
.300 four times and
drove in at least 100 runs
twice while playing for
the Houston Astros, Bos-
ton Red Sox, New York
Yankees and Atlanta
Braves. Watson, who
died last week in Hous-
ton from kidney disease
at the age of 74, was a
double-threat - on the
baseball diamond and
off.

Watson finished
with a .295 career bat-
ting average with 184
home runs, 989 RBIs and
1,826 runs scored
mostly playing left field
and first base.  A clutch
postseason performer,
Watson batted .371 in 17
career playoff games. He
was the first player to hit
for the cycle (recording
a single, double, triple
and home run) in the
same game in both the
National and American
leagues (with Houston in
1977 and Boston two
years later). A model of
consistency with the
Astros, for whom he
played his first 14 sea-
sons, Watson never hit
under .288 from 1971
until 1978.

After retiring as a
player, Watson began his
second career as hitting
coach and bench coach.
He helped the Oakland
Athletics win the Ameri-
can League pennant in
1988 with a roster fea-
turing Mark McGuire
and Jose Canseco.

Photo: Mark Humphrey, AP

From there,
Watson became the sec-
ond black general man-
ager in major league his-
tory (following Atlanta’s
Bill Lucas) when he was
hired by the Astros. Ad-
vancing from assistant
general manager to gen-
eral manager, Watson
proposed in 1992 that
every major-league
team should establish
baseball academies in
their home towns to
help develop minority
players with funding
coming from Major
League Baseball, players
and private corpora-
tions. Watson correctly
warned that baseball
would face problems if it
failed to do a better job
of attracting minority
players and fans, a seri-
ous problem which re-
mains to this day.

Watson did such a
good job in the Astros’
front-office that he was
hired as Yankees’ gen-
eral manager in 1995.
Scrutinized as a black
man working in the me-
dia capital of the world
under meddling owner
George Steinbrenner,
Watson made a bold and
controversial move
when he hired Joe Torre
as his manager. Watson
was vindicated when he
added players such as
Tino Martinez, Charlie
Hayes, Mariano Duncan

and Dwight Gooden and
teamed with Torre to
construct a World Series
winner in 1996.

“I’m proud of the
fact that I’m sitting here
right now as the only
minority vice president
of baseball operations,”
Watson said after the
Yankees defeated the
Atlanta Braves to be-
come World Champions.
“With the 50th anniver-
sary of Jackie Robinson
coming next year, I’m
proud that I am the prin-
cipal architect of a cham-
pionship club.”

Watson resigned
his post the following
year as working for
Steinbrenner took its
toll. Watson moved on
to organize the 2000 U.S.
Olympic Baseball Team,
which won the gold
medal in Australia. He
later served as Major
League Baseball’s vice
president in charge of
discipline and vice presi-
dent of rules and opera-
tions and worked in the
league offices until
2010.

In March 2020,
Watson and his wife
Carol attended the dedi-
cation of the Bob
Watson Education Cen-
ter at the Astros Urban
Youth Academy. It was a
fitting tribute to Watson
only months prior to his
death.

NFL owners to review
incentives to encourage

nonwhite coach and GM hires
By Wilson Wong | NBC NEWS

FILE - In this June 4, 2019, file photo, Miami Dolphins general manager Chris
Grier, left, talks with head coach Brian Flores at the team’s NFL football training
facility, in Davie, Fla. Grier says this year’s roster dismantling has been more
drastic than he expected, but a turnaround can come quickly because the team
will be aggressive in free agency in 2020. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)

(NBC) - NFL owners
this week will review in-
centives to boost racial
diversity in front offices
including rewarding
teams with higher draft
slots if they hire a person
of color as a head coach
or general manager.

If a team hires a
minority head coach,
they will move up six
spots in the draft before
the coach’s second sea-
son. If the position was
a general manager, the
team could potentially
move up 10 spots. If

both positions were
filled with people of
color, that club could
jump even further at 16
spots.

Accompanying the
resolution will be an-
other proposal that re-
moves the league’s anti-
tampering rule. If
passed, assistant
coaches will be allowed
to interview for coordi-
nator positions with
other clubs, which is
typically the most signifi-
cant step to becoming a
head coach.

There are currently
four nonwhite head
coaches and two black
general managers in a
league composed of
about 70 percent African
American players. Only
one minority was hired
as a head coach this
year, Ron Rivera of the
Washington Redskins.

At least 24 of the 32
NFL owners must ap-
prove of the measures
for them to pass. They
are expected to vote on
the resolutions during a
virtual meeting Tuesday.

Texas schools can hold summer
classes, but students can’t be
required to attend in person

BY ALIYYA SWABY | TEXAS TRIBUNE

(TXT) - Texas public
school districts may of-
fer summer school in
their classrooms as early
as June 1, but they can-
not require any students
to attend in person.

In April, Gov. Greg
Abbott ordered all
school buildings closed
through the end of the
academic year, but he
announced Monday that
districts could offer in-
person summer school.
The decision came as
part of his second wave
of the economic
jumpstart during the
coronavirus pandemic,
with parents struggling
to figure out how to
work and take care of
their children.

The state is encour-
aging school districts to
prioritize making on-
campus summer school
available for their most
vulnerable students, in-
cluding students with
disabilities who cannot
learn virtually, homeless
students and students
with significant aca-
demic gaps. Many of
those students were left
behind during the aca-
demic year as school dis-
tricts struggled to ramp

up online instruction
quickly once the pan-
demic hit.

School districts
must use their best judg-
ment, based on the local
spread of the new
coronavirus, to decide
whether to offer sum-
mer school on campus,
according to guidance
from the Texas Educa-
tion Agency issued Mon-
day. And they cannot
make in-person atten-
dance mandatory, even
for students who need
to attend summer
school to move to the
next grade.

Staff members or
students who go back to
school buildings this
summer will experience
a marked change from
the typical summer
school. Teachers will
have to take students’
temperatures every day,
students will be super-
vised while washing
their hands for 20 sec-
onds twice a day, and
dividers will separate
student desks.

Any students and
staff members who at-
tend summer school in
person must stay 6 feet
apart and cannot meet

in groups larger than 11.
School districts are en-
couraged to stagger
school start and end
times to reduce the num-
ber of students walking
close together in the hall-
ways, and parents are en-
couraged to stay outside
to pick up and drop off
their children.

Students cannot at-
tend assemblies, go on
field trips or gather in
groups outside of indi-
vidual classes unless 30
feet can be kept be-
tween groups. A positive
COVID-19 case in a
school will require a
two-week closure of the
classes that were ex-
posed to the sick person.
School gyms, weight
rooms and indoor work-
out facilities cannot re-
open, but students can
participate in some out-
door sports as long as
they follow Department
of State Health Services
guidance.

School districts
have been writing up
back-up plans for their
back-up plans as they
wait to see how and
whether the coronavirus
continues to spread this
summer and spring.

??
? ?

WEAR YOUR MASKS!

by Thomas Wyatt
VILLAGER Co-Editor

(VILLAGER) – You
know what’s so stupid, it’s
funny? Donald Trump not
believing in ANYTHING sci-
ence or fact-based regard-
ing COVID-19…but…he
claims to be taking a ma-
laria prophylaxis – to, in
turn, – prevent him from
catching the coronavirus.

Let us all get this
straight, shall we? The Presi-
dent refuses to wear a
mask and fights any sort of
social distancing recom-
mendations, but will ac-
tively engage in taking a
drug that is known by
world-renown scientists to
have severe side effects; in-
cluding death.

What’s wrong with
this picture? Donald Trump

doesn’t believe the science
but he believes the sci-
ence? Trump swears
COVID-19 is fake news
while believing (and pitch-
ing) pharmaceuticals
meant to prevent other dis-
eases as the champion to
conquer a disease he
doesn’t believe in. There-
fore, the new question
from all of us should be,
“Why take the drug at all?”
With this single admission,
Trump has destroyed his
entire argument from day
one. Day one being January
22, 2020, when Trump in-
famously said, “We have it
totally under control. It’s go-
ing to be just fine.”

Now, only one
thing would make this
admission even worse
than it already is. That
would be if Trump is ly-
ing about taking
hydroxychloroquine.

The most impor-
tant part of Trump’s
Tuesday, May 18, 2020,
statement stands out

like a sore thumb. Trump
said he has been taking
hydroxychloroquine,
and a zinc supplement
daily “for about a week
and a half now.”

Why is that impor-
tant? Well, because
hydroxychloroquine needs
to be taken two weeks be-
fore entering a malaria in-
fected area. Again, why is
this important? It’s impor-
tant because Trump is a
brass individual. When
Trump wants to do some-
thing, he wants everybody
to know it. In other words,
he would’ve made a decla-
ration over a week ago
about what he’s doing ver-
sus answering a random
question from press.

There’s another angle
here. Whether Trump is
taking the drug or not isn’t
nearly important as to why
he said what he said in the
first place.

Keep your eyes and
ears open. But above all,
follow the money.
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