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IT’S SHOWTIME! He’s Baaaaaaack! INSIDE
By NANCY COOK | POLITICO
By ALEXANDRA JAFFE | ASSOCIATED PRESS

Austin Links, Inc.
induct five
new members.

See TX
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RAPPIN’
Tommy Wyatt

UT Fight Song
is now under
protest by Black
Students at the
University!

CASHING IN
By ELENA SCHNEIDER and ZACH
MONTELLARO | POLITICO

Joe Biden and Donald Trump’s campaigns are fundraising
and spending in a big way. MARKETWATCH PHOTO
ILLUSTRATION/GETTY IMAGES, ISTOCKPHOTO

(POLITICO) - President Donald Trump’s campaign finance problems are even worse than they
looked a few weeks ago.
Joe Biden’s campaign outraised Trump’s by an
eye-catching $200 million in September and started
October with $177 million in the bank. That's a
nearly 3-to-1 edge over Trump’s $63 million, putting Trump at a deficit without parallel in the modern era of campaign financing, especially for a sitting president. The last incumbent to face reelection, Barack Obama, had nearly $100 million left to
spend at this point in 2012, while his challenger,
Mitt Romney, had almost exactly the amount Trump
has left this year.

Altogether, including the campaigns, national
parties and affiliated fundraising committees, Biden
announced a cash edge of $432 million to Trump’s
$251 million earlier this month, but the campaignto-campaign comparison is important — and even
more stark.
Simply put, Biden has more money and fewer
restrictions on how he can spend it at the most critical moment of the presidential election, with tens
of millions of people already voting.
The wide fundraising disparity is translating
into a significant spending gap favoring Biden.
Trump has cut back his TV ad reservations in key
states and is being vastly outspent in other battlegrounds, a turn of events that would have seemed
unlikely at best in March, when had a nine-figure
cash edge over Biden as the former vice president
emerged from a contested Democratic primary.
Trump’s sprawling campaign machinery and his
cash edge led then-campaign manager Brad
Parscale to compare it to Star Wars’ “Death Star.”
But Biden has hit new campaign heights, powered
by a potent combination of wealthy Democrats and
energetic small-dollar donors.
Certainly, Trump pulled off a victory in 2016
despite being outraised and outspent by Hillary
Clinton. But the dire financial picture is worrying
many Republican strategists, who argue a sitting
incumbent should be better positioned and that the
lack of money compounds the president’s polling
deficit and his struggles with the coronavirus pandemic.

TX State Rep.
committed to
restoring
education funding.
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Players rebel
against revelations
of racist behavior.
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http://austintexas.gov/covid19

(POLITICO) - President Donald Trump yearns
for the magic of his 2016 upstart campaign: the
multi-rally days, crisscrossing the country in a
Trump-branded plane, the screaming crowds.
So he’s designed a 2016 redux in 2020 to recapture that spirit, casting off the constraints of a
pandemic, his own presidency and even the advice
of some of his own advisers.
Trump views rallies in battleground states as
the linchpin of his closing argument, a means to
excite his supporters and ensure they vote on Nov.
3. But many Republicans close to the White House,
former senior administration officials and political
advisers say the rallies are largely a way to keep the
unscripted and undisciplined president occupied,
since they do little to persuade new Trump voters.
Rallies, they note, do not woo senior citizens, independents or suburban women, many of whom have
moved away from the Trump ticket this election
cycle. Most of Trump’s rallies are no longer televised
nationally as they once were.
And with coronavirus infection rates climbing,
the Trump rallies often draw negative headlines in
local news markets because the packed events defy
public health guidelines, featuring few masks and
almost no social distancing. After Trump’s recent
rallies in Bemidji and Duluth, Minn. — both in counties the Trump campaign hopes to win — local
health authorities connected roughly 24 new Covid19 cases to the rallies and protests outside of them.
“I don’t think he has a lot of other options, if
they are trying to figure out a way for him to spend
his time,” said one former senior administration
official. “The president easily gets stuck in things of
the past and tries to repeat them. Rallies are the best
thing they have for him. He wants to be on the road,
and you can’t tell him to do something different.”

President Barack Obama
(AP) - Former President Barack Obama is returning to Philadelphia on Wednesday for his first
in-person 2020 campaign event for Joe Biden.
In 2016, the man known as one of the Democratic Party’s strongest orators delivered Hillary
Clinton’s closing argument in the same place — at
a rally for thousands the night before Election Day
on Independence Mall. Now, with the coronavirus
pandemic upending campaigning, Obama will be
speaking to a much smaller crowd at a drive-in rally,
where supporters will listen to him over the radio
inside their cars.
The format reflects the challenge Democrats
face in ginning up enthusiasm and getting out the
vote in a year when they’ve eschewed big rallies in
favor of small, socially distanced events, drawing a
contrast with President Donald Trump and Republicans on the coronavirus. While Obama is usually
one of the party’s biggest draws and most compelling speakers, that impact may be blunted by the
format.
But Democrats say that as one of the men who
knows Biden best, both as his former partner in the
White House and personally, Obama remains one
of the party’s greatest assets in the final stretch of
the campaign.
Obama’s visit to Philadelphia underscores the
significance of Pennsylvania, the swing state Biden
himself has visited the most this campaign. If Trump
loses the state, his path to winning reelection narrows significantly.
And Nutter said Obama’s appearance in Philadelphia would help boost the campaign’s standing with
voters who sat out the last presidential election, as
well as voters in the Philadelphia suburbs who supported Obama in 2008 and 2012 but switched to
Trump in 2016.
“I think he helps remind people what’s at stake,
what being president is about, what things could
be like,” Nutter said.

| GET THE FACTS | FREE PUBLIC COVID-19 TESTING | TRACKING DIGITAL DASHBOARD |
SELF-ASSESSMENT | STAY HOME ORDERS | HEALTH PROVIDERS | CARE

When I heard this my
first question was why?
There was no discussion
as to the reason, but there
was a quick response to
the action.
I am a native texan and
was raised in far West
Texas (Lubbock). I spent
may hours listening to
my Aunt singing the
song and wondered why.
There were no Black students at UT during those
days and it was a long
time before we could do
so. We also were not able
to go to Texas Tech.
It never occured to me
that there was anything
racist about the song.
And I still do not know
what the protest is all
about. Here are the lyrics, See if you can figure
it out:
“The Eyes of Texas are
upon you, All the live
long day.
The Eyes of Texas are
upon you, You cannot
get away.
Do not think you can escape them at night or
early in the morn--, The
Eyes of Texas are upon
you ‘Til Gabriel blows
his horn.”
I have been waiting for
the Black students at the
UT to inform us as to
why they are protesting
this song. It appears that
the explanation is being
left up to the Athletes to
explain that to us.
The is unfair to the athletes and the rest of the
Black students at the
University of Texas.
According to my research, the song was
written in 1903 and is
played before and after
every UT sporting events
and it has become a time
honored tradition.
This protest should not
be put on the backs of the
UT Black athletes without also giving them a
reason for the protest.
This is one issue that
the Austin Black community should get involved. The students do
not need to be left out on
as limb for this one.

President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign
rally at Erie International Airport on Oct. 20,
2020, in Erie, Pa. | Jeff Swensen/Getty Images
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The Austin (TX) Chapter of The Links,
Incorporated Welcomes New Members

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE
(AUSTIN, TX) - The
Austin Chapter of the
The Links, Incorporated
welcomed five (5) new
members. Community
engagement, volunteering, leadership and leading professional development were trademarks of all inductees.
Successfully, they developed and facilitated programming, focused on
social emotional development,
involving
twelve (12) students in
the Austin and surrounding school districts. The students actively participated in a
virtual program entitled,
“YOU.” It focused on selfawareness for identifying personal challenges
while celebrating students’ strengths. Project
“YOU” workshop embraced targeted compe-

“R”
Left to Right Row 1: Sharal A. Brown, Angela Henderson, Vice
President & Membership Chair and Dylanda Miller-Hall. Row 2:
Lylanda Edwards, Shenita P. Meriwether and Dr. Stephanie D. Shipp.
tencies and tools for creating and maintaining a
healthy identity, fostering healthy relationships
and locating resources
to create health action
plans for building and
maintaining positive relationships with others.
Programming outcomes
were categorized as
short term, mid-term,
and long term goals with
benchmarks. Goals consisted of the following:
· Short-Term: (1).
Equip students with
competencies for assessing their mental
state
(2). Refine pro-

gramming for supporting social emotional development, and
(3). Increase the
populace of attendance
to include the Girl Scouts
organization.
· Mid-Term: (1).
Identify coping skills and
resources with proven
results of combating
mental health distress
signals, (2) Develop the
workshop into a replicable program and (3)
Expand the participation
of students in workshops.
· Long-Term: (1).
Develop as a Mental
Health resource to be

referenced and recommended by other organizations, and (2). Garner testimonial data, of
former participants, for
evaluating the effectiveness of the program on
African American female
students.
The Austin (TX)
Chapter of The Links, Incorporated, under the
leadership of Georgia
Johnson, President, remains excited to work in
collaboration with our
new Link Sisters for
strengthening and deepening our commitments
to friendship and service.

Listen Live )))

The Breakfast Club
&
T. L. Wyatt

AUSTIN, TEXAS

Damita Shanklin

VOTE!

KAZI Radio

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

88.7FM

Fridays
@8AM - 9AM

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

Agape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15
7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.
For there is No Greater Love!

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a
Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM
Call: 454-1547 for transportation
H. Ed Calahan, Pastor
Web: www.agapebcaustintx.com

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653
(512) 276-7917
Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1
Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM
Sunday School 10 AM

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Thanks you for your support!

*God’s *Love Overcomes
Racism Injustice Oppression
Unforgiveness Sexism - Jn.16:33.

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church

By Mike Manor

America Before-During-After the Civil War-Abraham Lincoln-Emancipation Proclamation.

SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |

God’s Love created the World with No: Injustice;
Racism; Sexism; Slavery; Unforgiveness; Violence.
Vision: America Recovering Today from Preexisting Conditions to America Then.
I. Repent: America Racializing, Enslaving America
Under the CLaw. God’s Love Was
Made Illegal: All Lives Couldn’t Matter Under Racism, Sexism, Slavery.
Before, During, After Harriet Tubman-An enslaved
female, military veteran, led women’s suffrage.
America enslaving females and males (People) of
America with No Human Rights. America’s enslavement
included no access/recourse to courts; captive; chattel;
persecuted; No wages by law; basic needs/health care
withheld at will; criminalized at will; auctioned; bred;
gentrification/genocide/segregated by law; conditionedtrained to be enslaved by Supremacy; at will-hanged;
hunted; sexed; sold; families split; traded; terrorized.
II. Repent: America OK’d Enforcement of Racism,
Sexism, Violence Inequities to America.
America’s Blind Spots in The Law Made It Legal & Lawful for Racism, Sexism, Slavery to Exist.
Before; During; After “We the People…secure the
Blessings of Liberty” (Constitution Preamble).
America enslaving females and males (People) of
America with No Civil Rights. Treated as property of:
towns; government; systemic supremacy; law enforcement; churches-rejected-restricted by religiosity prejudices; cities; counties; classism; capitalism; states; common law; congresses; courts; presidents; constitution;

III.Reconcile: America’s Racializing, Sexism, Violence
Bias
Perish
Under
God’s
Love.
Before, During, After 1619-2020+: Listen To/Read “I Have
A Dream”, “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, “Love Your Enemies”, “Strength to Love” works by Nobel Peace Prize
Winner Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. .
Mission: Under God’s Love, all people matter 24/7A Three Step Daily AgendaDissolving: Deadlocks-Destruction-Disagreements-Disharmony-Disregard-Disunity-Divides
Step I. America can repent Under God’s Love Daily
for America’s: enslavement; harm; racism; oppression;
sexism; slavery; unforgiveness; violence agenda todaythen to people of America.
Step 2. America can ask people of America Under
God’s Love Daily to Forgive America for objectification
of people: enslavement; indifference; injustice; poverty;
slavery; racism; sexism; trespasses; unforgiveness; violence agenda present and past to people of America.
Step 3. America can reconcile today Under God’s
Love and Progress Together Daily with People of America.
Call: 211 for counseling; 911 for emergencies;
King James Bible; Research, Read, Review America’s Enslavement History.
An Agenda Prepared By: Mike Manor, Associate
Minister.
*Prepared for Mt. ZARC; 512/479-9890; Part 2 of 3
(October-January-April-July),
Mt. Zion Baptist Church; Pastor G.V. Clark; Austin,
Texas.

Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751
Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther
Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.
Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow
Chicago is Ranked the City
with the Most Rats

Ruby George
Cele Middle School
Most cities around
the U.S have rats running
around the streets, it’s normal. But the windy city
Chicago has topped the list
of rattiest cities in America
for the sixth year in a row.
Orkin, an Atlanta-based
pest control service, ranks
US cities based on the
number of new rodent
treatments from September 1 to August 31 of each
year. The result is a list of
50 cities, with most changing spots each time the list
is updated. Chicago, however, is still number one.
"Rodents are experts
at sniffing out food and
shelter, and they're resilient in their ways to obtain
both," Ben Hottel, an Orkin
entomologist, said in the
company's press release.
"Residential properties offer the ideal habitat for ro-

dents, and once they've
settled in, they're capable
of reproducing rapidly and
in large quantities." Efforts
to tame the city's rat population have been going on
for years. Chicago's "war
on rats" escalated with the
introduction of a new rat
task force back in 2016.
Residents had even begun
adopting cats to squash
their numbers.Rounding
out the top 10 on Orkin's
list were Los Angeles, New
York, Washington, DC, San
Francisco, Detroit, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Denver
and Minneapolis.
The US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has an entire section on its website devoted
to rodent control.
"Community-wide
closures have led to a decrease in food available to
rodents, especially in
dense commercial areas,"
according to the website.
"Some jurisdictions have
reported an increase in rodent activity as rodents
search for new sources of
food."And Orkin warns
that rat activity "will only
continue increasing" as rodents begin seeking warm
shelter as the months get
colder. Chicago may not be
the only city in trouble.
Rankings for other cities on
Orkin's "rattiest cities" list
can be found on the
company's website.

Life as the Oldest Sibling

Zoey King
Idea Montopolis
My life as the oldest
sibling is nice I have some
advantages and disadvantages. Some advantages
are: I can make myself a
meal while my siblings
have to receive help. I can
hide something from them
above their height. I have
my own room, and not
having hand me downs. I
get to teach them new
things. For example, I

Who
Needs a
Flu
Shot?
Austin, Texas – Austin
Public Health (APH) is hosting a walk-up flu shot event
on Saturday, Oct. 24, 8 a.m.
to 12 p.m. at the Southeast
Branch Library, 5803
Nuckols Crossing Road.

taught my sister how ride
a bike and play video
games. I get to see them
grow for example I trained
my baby brother to walk
and I watch videos of me
and my second oldest sibling playing together as
babies.
Another advantage is
I give them useful advice.
Most of the time when we
play I’m the leader in of our
games. At school I walk
them to their classes.
Some of the disadvantages
are: sometimes I have to
be responsible for my siblings, I don’t have much
time to myself. And if I
make myself food they
want some. My sisters always borrow my clothing.
Right after I clean my room
they come in and mess it
up. And they always want
to know what I’m doing.
Overall, I love my siblings
very much and enjoy being
the oldest sibling.
The event will distribute approximately 200 flu
shots, which will be available on a first-come, firstserved basis with priority
for those who are uninsured.
The Oct. 24 event will
be the first of two flu shot
events, with the second
operating as a drive-thru
event on Nov. 7, 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Travis County
Expo Center, which will distribute approximately 600
flu shots. Both events are
serving as practice for distributing a future COVID-19
vaccine.

The Opioid Crisis

Tyler Allen
LBJ High School
There is a serious crisis facing America. Yet few
realize it. Some refer to it as
an epidemic. This epidemic
kills 175 Americans each
day. From 1999-2017 this
epidemic killed more
Americans than all the wars
of the 20th Century.
This crisis is caused by
opioids. We need to stop this
problem. Most young
Americans know very little
about opioids. You might ask
just what are opioids.
Opioids are drugs synthetically derived from the
poppy plant. Most Opioids
are prescription painkillers.
The use of opium in medicine has been around a long
time. The ancient Egyptian
used opium for pain.
The problem with this
medicine is its misuse. This
pain medicine or drug acts
on the nervous system.
Continued use or misuse
can lead to physical dependence and withdrawal.
These drugs work by lowering the number of pain signals your body sends to

your brain. They also
change how your brain responds to pain.
Opioid medication at
a low dosage tends to make
you feel sleepy but rather
high higher dosage can slow
your breathing and heart
rate which can lead to
death. The feeling of pleasure that results from taking an opioid can make you
want to continue to experience those feeling which
may lead to addiction. We
must remember that these
drugs only muffle the pain.
They don’t eliminate what
is causing the pain. The pain
is still there you just don’t
realize it.
Almost half of the
opioid deaths in the U.S.A.
involve prescription opioids. It must be noted that
before 1990 most doctors
avoid prescribing opioids
for chronic (long term),
non-causing pain such as
lower back pain because of
concern for possible cocaine addiction.
I researched the problem from many different
websites. They agree that
illegal and misuse will continue. But the benefit, They
state it is very important to
the medical field.
This problem needs to
stop. FDA Commissioner
David Kessler stated “ to recover from the opioid epidemic, the nation must
change the way it looks at
opioids. It was stated that
from 1999 to 2014 the sale
of prescription painkillers in
the U.S.A. nearly quadrupled and overdose
deaths also quadrupled.

Almost Time for the Holiday Season

Rebekah McNeal
Round Rock H. S.
Now is about the time
that the major holidays are
coming around! Although
I've never been remarkably
enthusiastic about any holiday, I'm looking forward to
Halloween, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas within the
next few months.
I have not trick-ortreated consistently every
year since I was little. The
last time was a couple of
years ago. It's not that I
don't like the Fall or free
candy. I never have a costume to wear. But if necessary, I'm the queen of making creative costumes on
Halloween day. Whether I
do or don't go trick-ortreating this year, I'll make
sure to pick up the cute
cookies and cupcakes on

The Effects of Vaping

Frederick Douglass,
An American Hero

Kaitlyn Cannon
Bluebonnet Trail Elem.
Known to be the Father
of Civil Rights Movement, indicates how much beating,
belittling, and human disregard Frederick Douglass and
other slaves experienced. He
was born a slave February
1817, owned by plantation
owner,Captain Aaron Anthony , who considered human slaves the same value as
horses, pigs and cows.
Desiring to know his
correct birthday, he wanted
to ask the slave owner, “Old
Master”, but was told by his
loving grandmother , “you
will ask no one, you are a
slave and slaves don’t need
birthdays !”. Frederick was
the baby from a black
women and a white father.
His birth name was Frederick
Augustus Washington Bailey.
His mother, also owned by
the Old Master, was sent
away after his birth, which
meant that he hardly re-

membered her at all. The Old
Master sent Frederick to his
Grandmother Bailey to live
with her until he became
twelve, old enough to work
the cotton fields and keep
the masters’ living quarters
clean. At the end of their
workday, Frederick and his
grandmother returned to
their tumble-down shack,
with bare earth floor and no
windows.
At sixteen he was determined to not only seek
freedom for himself and
grandmother, he wanted to
seek freedom all slaves. He
suffered beatings for learning
how to read and write. The
south was holding on to human beings, to beat slaves
for no cause. Frederick desired a better life for all slaves.
His escaping at night to the
north to Rochester,New York
was rewarding. Eventually,
with great determination,
persistence, and help from
others who supported The
North Star movement, with
publishing of the “NorthStar
Newspaper” slamming slavery in the south,were priceless human gifts. Women’s
rights also became a public issue.
Mr.Douglass was most
famous for seeking slavery
before and after the Civil War.
He became one of the most
famous men in America as an
abolitionist, Social Reformer,
Orator, Writer. He became a
freed man September 3,
1838.

sale after Halloween!
I'm ready to enjoy my
favorite Thanksgiving
foods! I look forward to my
mom’s delicious dressing.
It’s the best! I know everyone says that about their
own mother's dressing, but
that is the most accurate
way to explain it! This year
I'm going to be in charge of
cooking everything, except
for a couple of desserts. I'm
sure I'll manage even
though that sounds a bit
overwhelming. My mom
will teach me as I go. I can
not wait to make my Dutch
apple pie and make some
amazing monkey bread.
For as long as I could, I
tried to stop my mom from
putting up the Christmas
tree. The tree is up and now
fully decorated. I even have
a mini, decorated tree on my
desk. She has finished Christmas shopping and wrapping
gifts for my whole family. I
am eager to see what I got!
Sooner or later,
people will be bustling
through the grocery stores
making sure they have everything in time for Thanksgiving. And after that,
stores will be advertising
for early Black Friday deals.
Mid-October is a period before the major holidays. I'm
looking forward to them!

Aiden Loyden
Teravista Elementary
Over the weekend I
ran across a show portraying a teenager vaping. It
peaked my curiosity so I
decided to do a little research. To get started you
should not vape. Vaping is
bad for your lungs and
heart. It can cause lung failure. It has a bad chemical
called nicotine. It is seriously addictive. Therefore,

if you vape, it won’t be
once. Nowadays people are
making flavors like blue
raspberry and cotton candy.
This makes it even more addictive for people. Just because it’s a different flavor
doesn’t make it better. Like
in football. A cool bright red
uniform doesn’t make the
game better. It’s still football.
A vape is an electronic
cigarette that simulates tobacco smoking. It’s better
than inhaling smoke but it’s
still bad. It’s made up of
water, nicotine, flavorings
and other chemicals. They
can kill you. It will cause
lung problems to where you
feel you can’t breathe. It
can make you act strange
and make poor decisions.
That should be enough for
you not to vape and kill your
good lungs.

Homecoming 2020

Sarah Robertson
Connally H. S.
As football season
continues for many high
schools around the country,
homecoming is one of the
most important nights for
high schools. It’s a time
where school spirit is at an
all time high and where
alumni come and visit their
old high school. Since, most
of the students at Connally
high school are virtual, it
was challenging to have
spirit week but nevertheless

we still had a spirit week.
The spirit week days were:
Doctor day, Class dress up,
Throwback, and spirit day.
Students and teachers had
the opportunity to dress up
at home as well as at school.
It was great seeing all my
classmates dress up
throughout the week.
On Friday, the football
team played against the
Rouse Raiders and our volleyball team played against
the Hendrickson Hawks. Our
football team and our volleyball team unfortunately lost
that night but regardless of
the loss it was nice seeing a
lot of students at the game.
As a senior, many things
have been taken away from
us due to Covid-19, I’m just
glad that homecoming was
a piece of normality for us.
Remember to wash your
hands, wear your mask, vote
and Go Cougars!
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Columbus Day, No Longer

Lacee Johnson
Connally High School
In most states,
Americans get a day off
work on October 12 to celebrate Columbus Day. It’s
an annual holiday that
commemorates when the
Italian explorer Christopher Columbus officially
set foot in the Americas
and claimed the land for
Spain. It has been a national holiday in the United
States since 1937. Today
the celebration of this holiday has come under question and many have renamed the day to Indigenous Peoples Day. Indigenous Peoples’ Day is a
holiday that celebrates and
honors Native American
peoples and commemorates their histories and
cultures. It began as a
counter-celebration of Columbus Day, which honors
Christopher Columbus. It
was instituted in Berkeley,
California, in 1992, to coincide with the 500th anniversary of the arrival of
Christopher Columbus in
the Americas on October
12, 1492. Two years later,
Santa Cruz, California, instituted the holiday. In the
years following Berkeley’s
action, most government
institutions have either renamed or completely
abandoned the holiday as
a whole, the decision to do
this was inspired by the
gathering of knowledge
which granted evidence to
show who the true
founders of America were.
Like most educated people of the 15th
century, Christopher Columbus thought the world
was spherical, but he also
thought the size of the
Earth was small enough
that a westward boat trip
from Europe to Asia was
achievable with existing
ship building technology.

Christopher Columbus
considered himself an explorer and navigator and
wanted to find a shorter
route to Asia that wasn’t
the Silk Road. So, he set sail
to the Atlantic Ocean on
August 3rd, 1492, with a
crew of 90 men from Palos
de la Frontera, Spain. The
world ended up being
larger than Columbus had
anticipated and he ended
up “finding” two enormous continents which
was called the “New
World” to Europeans.
This in lies the confusion because this supposedly “New World”, wasn’t
actually a new discovery,
only new to Europeans.
Before Columbus “discovered” the New World, the
Vikings had explored and
settled areas of the North
Atlantic including the northeastern fringes of North
America almost 500 years
prior and even earlier than
that, almost 15,000 years
ago, people came from Asia
and settle the Americas. Descendants of these early settlers are known as Native
Americans or Indigenous
people.
This information
seems to have been easily
forgotten. By 1605 Columbus had completely taken
over a nation of people
who had already been
settled for thousands of
years. And as you can
imagine, the Native
American’s were passionate about the land their
ancestors had lived on for
hundreds of years, and
they didn’t willingly make
the decision to hand it over
to the Europeans. Columbus recognized the power
differentiation he had over
the Native people and took
full advantage of it, completely enslaving, torturing, raping, murdering, and
destroying the native culture. And for years in our
modern timeline we were
taught to praise the man
behind these disgusting
actions as a hero of our
country. Therefore, on
each and every October
12th, I believe we should
celebrate what the Native
people brought to us, and
not the dictator who took
everything from them.
Happy Indigenous Peoples
Day!
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Student Sick Out Day James Talarico Run

SaNaya White
Ann Richards
Wednesday, October
14 marked the day that included actions to support
a protest movement. Student Sick Out Day was a
day in which Austin Independent School District
(AISD) families and students planned on not reporting to class and being
marked as absent. The reason for these actions was
to stand in solidarity with
AISD staff members. Individuals who protested are
pushing AISD towards the
adoption of the plan put
forth by Education Austin.
This plan consists of utilizing volunteers first, enforcing a rotation system, and
giving staff the option to
work from home when it is
not necessary for them to
be on campus. The protest
was to inform AISD that
their treatment of staff
members directly impacts
the education of students.
In the protest for the safety
of schools, every absence
was marked as a vote of support. Students participated
in ways such as the expected, which is by not logging onto anything that AISD
can count attendance for.
In some cases, some
students were not able to
do that possibly due to an
important test or discussion in a class. To still participate, some students
asked their parents to
email all their teachers
permitting them and asking them to mark their
child absent. In addition to
this, others who had to be
present simply asked their
teachers to mark them absent or decided to wear
their masks over zoom for

Joshua Moore
Manor H. S.
Columbus Day is a
U.S. holiday celebrating
Christopher Columbus's
landing in 1492 in the
Americas, and Columbus
Day 2020 is on Monday,
October 12. As early as the
18th century, it was unof-

@TheVillagerATX
www.TheAustinVillager.com

the entire day just as their
teachers had to. The purpose of this was to express
that the teachers should be
given an option to return
home for their safety,
rather than having them
on campus with their mask
on for the day. I participated in the protest movement. I did not attend
some of my classes but I
still did the work for them
to prevent myself from getting behind. For the classes
I did have to attend, I did
not fill out the attendance
form so that I could be
marked absent. The district
relies on student attendance for state funding,
which is something I did
not know.
The goal of the participants was to send a
message to board officials
saying that individuals
want options for teachers
to choose their place of
teaching and whether or
not they are comfortable
returning. CBS reached out
to this district and they
provided a comment on
the subject of the Student
Sick Out Day. The comment
was, “While we encourage
all students to engage in
learning and attend
classes, we respect our students' rights to engage civically on matters important
to them.” In addition to
this, AISD Trustee Arati
Singh expressed, “Talk to
us and let us work through
this together. We do loose
about 58 dollars a day any
time a student is absent, so
I kind of just want people
to know that.” I want to
encourage everyone to
speak out and do what
they can to express themselves and how they are
feeling in order to make
change. I constantly tell
myself that it’s a lot harder
for someone to understand you without your expression, actions, and vocalization. I hope differences and changes can be
made. I hope you all find
something you're passionate about. Lastly, I hope
your passion requires you
to take action.

for Re-Election
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS) - As a part of the Blue Wave
of 2018, James Talarico of Williamson County got
elected into the Texas State House. Over the years,
Williamson County has been trending as a purple
county. In other words, Williamson County has become a battleground county in which both parties
have an opportunity to win. Now, he is running for
re-election.
Moreover, Talarico decided to run for the Texas
House District 52 due to numerous reasons. Talarico
wants to bring more bipartisanship to the Texas Legislature. "The country and state are in trouble. When
I was a teacher, I always told my students to be part
of the solution. So now, I'm taking my advice and
running for State Representative in Texas House
District 52. I grew up in this community, and I'm
ready to fight for it at the State Capitol. From Round
Rock to Taylor, we're ready to build a future where
every Williamson County family can get ahead,
stand up to extremists, and restore respect, reason,
and responsibility to our politics," stated Talarico.
Finally, James Talarico ran on numerous issues
in which he plans to champion at the Texas Legislature. He plans to lower property taxes for all Texans
and strengthen our Texas Public system. According
to Mr. Talarico, "As a former teacher, I’m deeply
committed to fixing our State’s broken school finance system and increase education funding levels, revamp outdated funding formulas and rework
our recaptured system to be more equitable."

Nigerian Americans
Set To Process
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

My Travel Plans

Columbus Day
ficially celebrated in a
number of cities and
states, but it did not become a public holiday until 1937. The holiday is a
way for many to both recognize the contributions of
Columbus and celebrate
Italian-American heritage.
But Columbus Day and the
man who inspired it have
created controversy in its
history, and several holiday
alternatives have been
proposed since the 1970s,
including Indigenous
Peoples' Day, only recognized in a handful of U.S.
states. Christopher Columbus was an Italian-born
adventurer who, with the
backing of the Spanish
monarchs King Ferdinand
and Queen Isabella on
board the Nina, the Pinta
and the Santa Maria ships,
set sail for Asia in August
1492.
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Ava Roberts
Pflugerville H. S.
Before the Covid-19
pandemic, I was very excited about my 2020
through 2022 travel plans.
I had planned several trips
with my Girl Scout troop,
with my mom and with
my family. My travel dates
are no longer confirmed,
but I still daydream about
the fun I would have. Let
me share where I had
planned to go.
In June of 2020, I had
planned to visit Savannah,
GA with my Girl Scout
troop. We were going to
visit the birthplace of Girl
Scout founder Juliette
Gordon Low. We had
planned to do ‘everything
Girl Scouts’ during the
first part of the week. We
also planned to do the culinary tour and stay on
Tybee Island until our

flight back at the end of
the week.
And to celebrate
both my birthday and my
going to high school, my
mom had booked a
‘mommy and me’ cruise
to the Eastern Caribbean
(the Bahamas). The 8-day
cruise would have
stopped in Key West,
Freeport, Half Moon Cay,
and Nassau. I looked forward to meeting kids of
my age and was excited
about touring the islands.
My mom rebooked the
trip for the summer of
2021.
Also in the summer
of 2021, I will travel to Japan with my Girl Scout
troop. In the summer of
2022, I plan to travel to
Paris with my troop too.
We are still planning our
itinerary for both trips but
can’t book without the
approvals from Girl
Scouts. Our travel plans
are pending for now.
Thanks for letting me
share my exciting travel
plans. I can’t wait until the
pandemic is over especially
since it stopped me from
seeing the world! When
Covid-19 is over, where will
you travel?

Ifeamo protesting against police abuse in Nigeria.

(VILLAGER NEWS) In the past weeks, the
Nigerian Diaspora has
protested against police
brutality and misconduct that is happening in
their native land of Nigeria. The Nigerian American Community has numerous events planned
this week to address the
problem.
This upcoming
weekend, the Nigerian
American community

will bring awareness of
the issues in which their
country faces. A local
church will be holding a
prayer walk session to
bring about change in
Nigeria.
Finally, there will
be another peaceful protest that will occur at the
Austin, Texas State Capitol to address the police
brutality in Nigeria. The
group plans to rally from
9:00 AM to noon.
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Kaspar’s Resignation
A Sign Of The Times

Full Circle:
Family, Friends
and Community

By John Harris Jr. | VILLAGER Sports Columnist

(VILLAGER) - The
hits keep on coming.
Former Texas State
basketball coach Danny
Kaspar is the latest white
college coach to lose his
job because of racist and
insensitive behavior directed toward his Black
athletes.
He isn’t the first to
lose his job in this manner, and he won’t be the
last.
Kaspar resigned in
September following a
university investigation,
three months after a
former player accused
him of making racist remarks. The player, Jaylen
Shead,
attended
Connally High School,
where he was a threeyear starter and was
named first-team all-district as a junior and senior. He signed with Cal
Poly, where he played
for two seasons before
transferring to Texas
State. In his one season
at Texas State, Shead
ranked second in the
Sun Belt Conference in
assists.
Think about it. Af-

Danny Kaspar
ter transferring to be
closer to home at Texas
State, Shead then transferred to another school
on the West Coast. Connecting the dots, you
don’t have to be a mind
reader to know that
something shady went
down between Shead
and Kaspar, resulting in
the player leaving San
Marcos.
In early June, right
after the police killing of
George Floyd that resulted in social justice
protests against police
brutality across the nation, Shead, who transferred to Washington
State for his senior season, alleged on social
media that Kaspar often
verbally mistreated his
players. In one instance,
Shead wrote, “If we
would be in the hallway
and (Kaspar) heard us
say the n word, he would

tell us, if y’all say the n
word that means I can
say it.” In another instance, Shead wrote that
during a running drill,
Kaspar said that Shead
was “running like the
cops were behind him.”
Shead also wrote that
Kaspar limited how long
players could wear their
hair in twists or
dreadlocks because it
made them look like
“gangsters.”
All in all, it was
enough to result in
Kaspar’s resignation last
month.
Get your popcorn
ready. This is only the tip
of the iceberg.
Eight Black former
University of Iowa football players announced
this week they are seeking $20 million in compensation and for the
school’s athletic director,
head football Kurt
Ferentz and assistant
coach Brian Ferentz (the
head coach’s son) to be
fired over alleged intentional racial discrimination during the players’
college careers.
It’s no longer a
question if the next shoe
will drop and another
white college coach is
fired or resigns because
of accusations or revelations of racist behavior,
but when.

Congressional Black Caucus says
Trump’s Ice Cube-assisted
‘Platinum Plan’ looks familiar
by Kelsey Minor | THE GRIO
(GRIO) - Ice Cube,
real name O’Shea Jackson, became a household name for as a
founder member of rap
group NWA and later
acting in top big-budget
movies like Friday and
The Barbershop.
But more recently,
his name became a
trending topic on Oct. 13
when Trump campaign
adviser Katrina Pierson
thanked and apparently
revealed for the first
time publicly that the
entertainer had helped
in revising President
Donald Trump‘s “ The
Platinum Plan” – an
agenda based on priorities for Black America.
That set off a
firestorm of responses
from Black Twitter, in
part, because the rapper
who was once a vocal
critic of Mr. Trump was
now appearing to be in
lockstep with him.
In a series of his
own tweets, Ice Cube
defended his decision to
give input on the Trump
plan saying, “I will advise
anybody on the planet
who has the power to
help Black Americans
close the enormous
wealth gap.” He added
that his meeting with

Article written by Kenya Johnson
and edited by Naomi Richard
Naomi Richard
(VILLAGER) - Every
two minutes, a woman
in the United States is
diagnosed with breast
cancer.
Merriam-Webster
defines “full circle” as a
series of developments
that lead back to the
original situation or to a
complete reversal of the
original position. My life
came full circle on Tuesday, October 15, 2019
when I heard my normally poetic, laughterproviding menopause
physician say in a soft
voice, “You have breast
cancer.” I was shocked
and I began to weep. Not
a quiet, soundless weep,
but the type of weeping
that is a cry out for your
mother to hold you, rub
your head, and tell you
everything will be okay.
The irony was I had prepared for hearing those
words my entire adult
life.
My circle started to
form in 2003 when I lost
my mother to this same
horrible disease. She
was a young 60-year-old
with a vibrant, active life.
She left behind three
children, her aging parents, four grandchildren,
and my son who she was
never able to meet. It
was then that I began
preparing to hear the
words “You have cancer.”
After my mother’s
diagnosis, I became
driven to make a difference to support other
women going through
breast cancer. I was the
American
Cancer

Kenya Johnson
Society’s Regional Director of Health Initiatives,
I have visited oncology
centers and hospitals
throughout Texas, talking to cancer patients,
and hearing their stories
of survivorship. I worked
in the Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program for the
State of Texas. I was later
named the Vice President of Programs for
Livestrong, all while
serving as a board member and volunteer for
Susan G. Komen. In the
African American community, I was often
called the “cancer
lady”—I pushed the importance of mammography and early detection
to churches, community
organizations, and anyone else who would listen.
Fast forward to my
diagnosis. All kinds of
things went through my

Breast Cancer
Awareness Month
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist
Sheila Jackson Lee

Ice Cube

the administration was
not an endorsement but
rather an opportunity to
discuss his Contract with
Black America, which includes initiatives on racial injustices, prison and
police reform, and employment opportunities.
“I have not heard
first hand of any attempt
to reach out to any senior members of the
caucus about this,”
Democratic Representative Sheila Jackson Lee,
(D-TX) tells theGrio
when asked about Ice
Cube’s Black America
plan, which the Congressional Black Caucus says
makes similar points
brought forth in their
Jobs and Justice Act
2020 legislation proposal introduced in September.
What’s more, Rep.
Jackson Lee says the
Trump administration
has shown little interest

in the needs of Black
America. “They have not
been a friend of poor
people, working people,
small businesses, and
they certainly have not
been a friend of African
Americans and people
of color,” she says.
In 2015, then-presidential candidate Trump
urged Black America to
consider him, asking,
“What do you have to
lose?” After elected, he
briefly sat down with
Black faith leaders and
heads of historically
Black colleges and universities. He touted his
First Step Act, formally
known as the Formerly
Incarcerated Reenter
Society Transformed
Safely Transitioning Every Person Act, a bipartisan criminal justice bill
passed by the 115th
Congress and signed by
Trump in December
2018.

(VILLAGER) - For decades October has been
proclaimed Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Breast
Cancer affects women of all races and ethnic backgrounds. In the African American community, breast
cancer is more devastating. According to the statistics, "an estimated 27,060 new cases of breast cancer are expected to occur among African Americans
in 2020." Also, statistics show that "it's also the second leading cause of cancer death among African
American women (lung cancer is the major cause
of cancer death among these women)."
Breast cancer tends to kill more minority
women due to the fact there is no pre-diagnosis
done. These cancerous cells tend to grow and thus
become a life-threatening disease. Moreover,
breast cancer is one of the high-risk diseases that
kill Black women in the United States. Consequently,
it is critical for all communities, especially the Black
community, to fight this disease.
As we enter Breast Cancer Awareness month,
numerous nonprofits and businesses will do activities to raise the attention of this disease. For instance, the Susan G. Komen of Austin foundation
plans to host events and fundraising over this issue. Some small businesses also plan to do activities and raise awareness. The Secret of Youth Spa
and Wellness Center in Round Rock will put out brochures and information about this disease.

48-year-old mind but
the main focus was my
children. How do I tell
my son who may hear
me crying? How do I tell
my daughter in her first
year of college in Virginia
going through midterms? How do I tell my
significant other, my
brother, my sisters, my
dad, my aunts, friends,
and even my ex-husband? What do I say?
How do I say it? As I muttered the words, “I have
breast cancer,” I made a
promise to myself that
nobody should have to
make in their lifetime,
“I’m going to be just fine.
I have no other choice.”
My first appointment was the day after
my diagnosis, and it was
full steam ahead. I saw
my breast surgeon; my
oncologist performed
multiple exams and
scans; I scheduled my
port placement the next
week, and started chemotherapy that Friday!
Going through this
was tough for all of us,
especially for my friends
who live out of town. I
am a Chicago girl and
they traveled to support
and love on me. I am
also blessed with an
amazing network of
friends here in the Austin area. The usual suspects, my sorority sisters
in Alpha Kappa Alpha,
my Link sisters in the
Austin Chapter, my work
family at the Department of Family and Protective Services, my
alumni family of Southern University, my
church family, and more.
Full circle is my
story. I went from serving others to now being
served. I am happy to
report that I am cancerfree and will continue
this journey with medical treatments and daily
medication. Susan G.
Komen continues to support women like me in
this fight. Join me at
https://komengreater
cetx.org/ in supporting
their efforts to end
breast cancer in our
community.

www.theaustinvillager.com

CLASSIFIEDS

THE VILLAGER/October 23, 2020 ~ Page 7

TAKE NOTICE OF A POSTING
FOR THREE PUBLIC HEARINGS AND
OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN
DRAFT 2021 PHA ANNUAL PLAN
Public Comment Period and Public Hearings for the Draft 2021 PHA Annual Plan

The Housing Authority of the City of Austin (HACA) will have a public
comment period for its Draft 2021Annual Plan. There will be a forty-five
day public comment period commencing at 8:00 a.m. on October 16, 2020
through 5:00 p.m. on November 30, 2020. All comments should be made
in writing and delivered to 1124 S. IH-35 Austin, TX 78704 and made to
the attention of Michael Gerber, President/CEO, or emailed to
executive@hacanet.org.
Public Hearings to present comments regarding the draft annual plan will be
conducted via teleconference due to the COVID-19 Pandemic as follows:
November 10, 2020 10:00 a.m.
Via Teleconference https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/683130157
You can also dial in using your phone United States: +1 (646) 749-3122
Access Code: 683-130-157
November 13, 2020 12:00 p.m.
Via Teleconference https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/804175397
You can also dial in using your phone United States: +1 (872) 240-3212
Access Code: 804-175-397
November 24, 2020 5:30 p.m.
Via Teleconference https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/256472821
You can also dial in using your phone United States: +1 (872) 240-3212
Access Code: 256-472-821
The Housing Authority of the City of Austin Board of Commissioners
will vote on the adoption of the 2021 PHA Annual Plan Thursday, December 17,
2020, at the HACA Board of Commissioners Meeting held at 12:00 p.m. A forum
will be available during Citizens Communication to voice your views.
Copies of the Draft 2021 PHA Annual Plan are available for review and
inspection at the HACA Central Office located at 1124 S. IH-35 Austin, TX 78704
or an electronic version is available online at www.hacanet.org.
HACA is committed to compliance with the American Disabilities Act.
Reasonable modifications and equal access to communications will be provided
upon request. Please call 512- 477-4488 ext. 2131 for assistance.
TOMAR AVISO DE UNA PUBLICACIÓN
PARA TRES AUDIENCIAS PÚBLICAS Y
OPORTUNIDAD DE PROPORCIONAR COMENTARIOS PÚBLICOS
SOBRE
LA AUTORIDAD DE VIVIENDA DE LA CIUDAD DE AUSTIN
BORRADOR DEL PLAN ANUAL DE LA PHA 2021
Período de comentarios públicos y audiencias públicas para el borrador del
plan anual de la PHA 2021
La Autoridad de Vivienda de la Ciudad de Austin (HACA) tendrá un período de
comentario público para su Borrador del Plan Anual 2021. Habrá un período de
comentarios públicos de cuarenta y cinco días a partir de las 8:00 a.m. del 16 de
Octubre de 2020 hasta las 5:00 p.m. el 30 de Noviembre de 2020. Todos los
comentarios deben hacerse por escrito y enviarse a 1124 S. IH-35 Austin, TX
78704 y dirigirse a la atención de Michael Gerber, Presidente / Director Ejecutivo,
o enviarse por correo electrónico a executive@hacanet.org.
Las audiencias públicas para presentar comentarios sobre el borrador del plan
anual se llevarán a cabo por teleconferencia debido a la pandemia COVID-19 de
la siguiente manera:
10 de Noviembre de 2020 10:00 a.m.
Vía teleconferencia https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/683130157
También puede marcar con su teléfono
Estados Unidos: +1 (646) 749-3122
Código de acceso: 683-130-157
13 de Noviembre de 2020 12:00 p.m.
Vía teleconferencia https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/804175397
También puede marcar con su teléfono
Estados Unidos: +1 (872) 240-3212
Código de acceso: 804-175-397
24 de Noviembre de 2020 5:30 p.m.
Vía teleconferencia https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/256472821
También puede marcar con su teléfono
Estados Unidos: +1 (872) 240-3212
Código de acceso: 256-472-821
La Autoridad de Vivienda de la Junta de Comisionados de la Ciudad de
Austin votará sobre la adopción del Plan Anual de la PHA 2021 el Jueves 17 de
Diciembre de 2020, en la Reunión de la Junta de Comisionados de HACA que se
llevará a cabo a las 12:00 p.m. Un foro estará disponible durante la Comunicación
con los Ciudadanos para expresar sus opiniones.
Las copias del Borrador del Plan Anual de la PHA 2021 están disponibles
para su revisión e inspección en la Oficina Central de HACA ubicada en 1124 S.
IH-35 Austin, TX 78704 o una versión electrónica está disponible en línea en
www.hacanet.org.
HACA está comprometida con el cumplimiento de la Ley de
Discapacidades Estadounidenses. Se proporcionarán modificaciones razonables y
acceso equitativo a las comunicaciones a pedido. Llame al 512- 477-4488 ext.
2131 para obtener ayuda.

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

New Jobs for the
Week of 10/18/20
Coordinator, District
Clinical Counseling
Job # 2010020
Location as assigned
Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
Job Line (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed
EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018

VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Page 8 ~ THE VILLAGER/October 23, 2020

THE DISPATCH

www.theaustinvillager.com

Trump tells Fox he wants
Study: Black businesses get
bigger relief deal by Brett Samuels | THE HILL
fewer loan opportunities
by Christian Spencer | THE GRIO

(GRIO) - There has
been an 84% national
decline in lending
money to Black-owned
businesses since 2007
under the Small Business
Administration’s small
business lending program.
In Sacramento,
white businesses have
received more money
for their businesses than
all Black businesses nationally from the SBA
program, Census data
showed.
According to the
Sacramento Business
Journal, a majority-Black
census shows that Black
businesses nationally received $157.58 per
capita in business loans
compared to majoritywhite businesses which
received $304.59 per
capita in Sacramento
alone.

In 2019, only 3%
of the $23.2
billion in loans
from the SBA
went to
Black businesses
Business owners in
white neighborhoods
received $254.67 per
capita, whereas neighborhoods with majority
people of color received
$153.72 per capita.
The problem is not
exclusive to California,
with states like Ohio facing similar issues.
In the County of
Cuyahoga, where 1,439
federal small business
loans were awarded in
2018, white businesses
received $366 per resident whereas Black businesses received $182
per resident.
The four biggest

banks – Chase, Bank of
America, CitiBank and
Wells Fargo – gave a total of 334 loans to Blackowned businesses in
2019, a 91% decrease
compared to 2007, according to the Cleveland
Business Journal.
In 2019, only 3% of
the $23.2 billion in loans
from the SBA went towards Black businesses.
While some might
blame bad lending disparities on economic inequality, banks are saying one’s credit determines a person’s ability
to get loans and credit
issues are rampant in
Black communities.
Critics of this data
say that using the year
before the Great Recession makes the data
seem worse. 2007 was a
time when getting a loan
was very easy to do.

(THE HILL) - President Trump on Tuesday
made yet another appeal for Republican lawmakers to support an
economic relief package
higher than the $2.2 trillion proposed by
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (DCalif.), who cited Tuesday as the final day to
agree on a deal before
the elections.
"It’s very simple. I
want to do it even bigger than the Democrats," Trump said on
"Fox & Friends" on Tuesday. "Now, not every Republican agrees with
me, but they will. But I
want to do it even bigger than the Democrats,
because this is money
going to people that did
not deserve what happened to them coming
out of China.”
Such a deal remains highly unlikely.
Trump has been pushing
for weeks for Republicans to "go big," but GOP
senators remain opposed to a price tag near

$2 trillion.
Sen. John Thune
(S.D.), the No. 2 Senate
Republican, predicted
on Monday that it would
be “hard” to get enough
GOP support to pass a
bill that would be $1.8
trillion or higher.
“Well, we’ll have to
talk to Sen. Thune,"
Trump said on Fox News
when presented with
Thune's comments.
The president was
dismissive of any fiscal
concerns about a
multitrillion dollar bill,
claiming the money will
eventually come back to
the government and
that it's better than unemployment and financial hardships Americans
would otherwise endure.
Trump blamed
Pelosi for stalled talks,
suggesting the Speaker
is holding up a relief
package until after the
Nov. 3 elections for political purposes. But Senate Republicans have refused to bring up a bill

for a vote that already
passed the House, and
weeks of negotiations
between Pelosi and
Treasury
Secretary
Steven Mnuchin have
yet to result in a deal.
"Now they are talking. Let’s see what happens," Trump said. "But
I would rather go bigger
than her number."
Asked if he would
accept a bill passed with
mostly
Democratic
votes, Trump said he
would take "all the votes
you could get, whether
it's Democrat or Republican."
Even if the two parties are able to broker an
agreement, top Senate
Republicans have been
noncommittal about
bringing it up for a vote.
Asked if a price tag between $1.8 trillion to
$2.2 trillion would be
too much, Sen. Mitt
Romney (R-Utah), while
saying that he would
want to know what’s in
it, said “the answer is
yes, that’s too high.”

