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US to draw down to 3,000 troops in Iraq INSIDE
BY REBECCA KHEEL | THE HILL

Local producer
honors Anti-hair
discrimination Act.

RAPPIN’
Tommy Wyatt

See CHOICE
Page 3

THE 40th
Anniversary
of BET (Black
Entertainment
Television)!!
Photo by DoD/USMC Flickr

campaigned in part on a claim that he is ending socalled endless wars.
The Trump administration had teased the Iraq
announcement to reporters on Air Force One on
Tuesday night, with a senior administration official
also promising more news about Afghanistan in the
coming days.
Asked about the planned withdrawal on Fox
News on Wednesday, White House press secretary
Kayleigh McEnany said Trump is following through
on his promise to end “endless wars.”
“When he says, ‘I’m going to end endless wars,’
it is not a slogan like it’s been for Democrats and
past presidents. It is an actual truth. It’s what he
wants to do, when you look across the world, he’s
defeated the ISIS caliphate,” McEnany said Wednesday morning.
“He met with the Iraqi prime minister and this
was a deliverable from that meeting, the drawdown
of U.S. troops. And we believe Iraqi forces are
trained and equipped to handle the security of their
country,” she continued.
Trump and Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa AlKadhimi met in the Oval Office on Aug. 20.

Let’s Cut the B.S., Shall We?

By

Thomas Wyatt

VILLAGER Co-Editor
(VILLAGER)
–
People within my very
close-knit circle know
I’m an avid gamer. I love
PC Gaming. Especially
now when I can’t go anywhere without having to
wear my full-military
face coverings and latex
gloves. Just recently, I
got Madden NFL 21 on
its day of release; August
28 of this year. If you’re
not a gamer or even a
football fan, I’m not going to bore you with the
details of the game itself.
HOWEVER,
I beseech you to
pay close attention to
some details I believe
you will find astonishing
about this year’s addition of Madden NFL
Football.
To start, the Madden football game has
been annually released
since 1990 by EA Sports

(otherwise known as
Electronics Arts). The
game’s greatest selling
point is that it digitizes
all the real football players throughout all the
eras of the NFL (National
Football League). In doing so, you (or I) as a
gamer, can play with the
greatest football players
to ever play the game.
And that’s on any field,
with any team, with any
other amazing players,
at any given time.
So why am I wasting your valuable time
talking about a computer game?
I’m bringing this to
your attention to tell you
what our own president
of this great nation
won’t: FACTS MATTER!
You see, in 2016,
Colin Kaepernick started
his peaceful protest
against the racial injustices of Black and Brown

people by sitting during
the playing of the National Anthem. Later, he
moved to kneeling following a conversation
with Nate Boyer, a
former Green Beret and
NFL player. Nate Boyer
never had a problem
with Kaepernick’s peaceful protest or what he
was protesting. He just
asked if Kaepernick
could find another way
of doing so. The two
compromised and the
kneeling for the National
Anthem is what proceeded following constructive dialog between
them.
Now, let’s go back
to EA Sports and their
Madden Football game.
Kaepernick was included
in the game since his
rookie year in 2011.
With a possible 99 overall
rating
(OVR),
Kaepernick was given

(by EA Sports) an OVR of
70. In the following seasons, Kaepernick’s OVRs
were: 2012/70, 2013/89,
2014/89, 2015/81, and
2016/74.
Having an 89 rating
at QB means you are no
slouch. Kaepernick was
one of the best players
in the game as well as in
real life.
Following the 2016
season, Kaepernick
passed on resigning with
the San Francisco 49ers
and became a free
agent. But with the false
narrative Donald Trump
gave about Kaepernick’s
disrespect for the flag
and military, and NFL
owners paralyzed by the
lack of a spine,
Kaepernick was blacklisted from professional
football.
This is where I tell
See QUESTION, page 5

See COVID-19
Page 4

One of HBCU’s
proudest product
passes at 81

See BROCK
Page 6

http://austintexas.gov/covid19

(THE HILL) - The United States will withdraw
more than 2,000 troops from Iraq this month, the
top U.S. general in the region said Wednesday.
Gen. Frank McKenzie, the commander of U.S.
Central Command (Centcom), announced the reduction from roughly 5,200 troops to 3,000 troops
during a visit to Iraq.
“In recognition of the great progress the Iraqi
forces have made and in consultation and coordination with the government of Iraq and our coalition
partners, the United States has decided to reduce our
troop presence in Iraq from about 5,200 to 3,000
troops during the month of September,” McKenzie
said, according to excerpts released by Centcom.
“The U.S. decision is a clear demonstration of
our continued commitment to the ultimate goal,
which is an Iraqi security force that is capable of
preventing an ISIS resurgence and of securing Iraq’s
sovereignty without external assistance,” McKenzie
added. “The journey has been difficult, the sacrifice has been great, but the progress has been significant.”
The announcement comes weeks before the
U.S. presidential election, and President Trump has
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BLACK
E N T E RTA I N M E N T
TELEVISION (BET)
has been celebrating it’s
40th Anniversary for
most of 2020. During
this time, we have been
taken back to the area of
the early days when
African Americans were
having a very difficult
time of entering the
entertainment industry.
And they also remided
us of when Blacks were
not taken serious when
they applied for roles in
movies and television.
They have not been
short of comvering the
entire entertainment
insustry. This includes
the Good and Bad of this
period.
In addition to covering
entertainment they also
have brought to life the
struggle for acceptance
in the country, form The
Civil Rights Movement
to the election of the
First Black President of
the United States.
This has been a time
for us to educate our
children about our
history. It also teaches
them of the struggle for
equality. It gives them a
clear history of their
ancestors.
While there are many
people in our community
who do not feel that we
should be encouraging
our children to watch
these programs, it is
necessary for them to
fully understand why
there are Peaceful Demonstrations today demanding “Black Lives
Matter” the same as all
other lives matter.
They can better
understand why there is
still unequality 200 years
after the end of Slavery.
We should all encurage
our kids to watch these
progrmas, even the ones
that do not always show
positive images of us.
BET needs to be
given an award for
having the courage to
show a complete
picture of the Black
Community.

AKA Foundation
continues annual
Project G.R.E.E.N.
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“A Natural Choice” by Harrell D.
Williams, Sr. Now Playing at
Film Festivals across the Country

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

By Naomi Richard
VILLAGER
Entertainment Reporter
(VILLAGER) Austin’s own film writer
and director Harrell D.
Williams, Sr. releases his
latest short film, A Natural Choice. Inspired by
the CROWN Act of 2019,
legislation which prohibits discrimination based
on an individual’s texture or style of hair, Williams brings the conversation front and center
along with conflicting
opinions that still arise.
A Natural Choice
portrays the story of an
African-American employee, Carlene (played
by LaToya DaCosta),
who chooses to go natural with her hair, and the
struggles she encounters in the workplace as
a result, including the
threat of termination.
Carlene is confronted by
her boss, Lessa (Sara
McNinch), about the
sudden change in her
hair style. Her Caucasian
management team and
coworkers are unable or
unwilling to accept the
natural look. Torn apart
by this reaction and public humiliation, Carlene
consults with her spouse
and as a family they decide to support her decision to become an entrepreneur. The decision
is validated by the success and financial wealth
realized by the family as
a result. The short film is
designed to stimulate
current topical conversations.
In addition to
DaCosta and McNinch,
the cast includes: Isaiah
Walker, Khiley Morrow,
Niesha D. Bentley and
Shayla Reed. Williams is
the writer, producer and
editor of the film. The
musical score was composed by Harrell D. Williams, Jr.

DOUBLE
“R”

Film Crew (l-r): Ricarado Martinez, Bailey Savage,
Harrell D. Williams, Sr., Lance Seymour and LaToya DaCosta.

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

Harrell D. Williams, Sr. (Writer/Director/Producer)
A Natural Choice is
produced by Sound
Ground Productions
and co-produced by
Heads-N-Crown Enterprises, LLC. Upcoming
opportunities to see the
film include the following virtual film festivals:
Greater Cleveland Urban
Film Festival (September
10 -18); Hollywood
South Urban Film Festival (October 2-10); and
the Austin Revolution
Film Festival (March 2527, 2021). Instructions
on how to watch the film
can be found on each
festival’s website.
A Natural Choice is
the fourth short film produced and written by
Williams within the last
six years. The journey to
become a filmmaker has
been long and challenging, according to Williams. Yet now with experience under his belt
— and with a full-length
feature film likely only a

few years away, Williams is poised to help
those who follow him
with yet another pearl:
a soon-to-be-released
self-published book. “I
think the journey has
been rich, joyous, depressing, inspiring, empowering and many
other things. I want to

share the experience
and knowledge with
others, which is the way
we grow and learn,” explains Williams. The
book is scheduled for release in December 2020.
For more information about Harrell Williams, visit www.harrell
williams.com.

Listen Live )))

The
Breakfast
Club
www.kazifm.org

AUSTIN, TEXAS

GRACEWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Felix Bamirin, Pastor
JOIN US This SUNDAY / THURSDAY
@ 12424 Scofield Farms Drive, Austin, TX 78758

(By Parmer Lane Baptist Church building,
behind Wells Fargo)
SUNDAYS 10:30 A.M., THURSDAYS 7:30 P.M.

Experience Grace For Life
Call: 682.472.9073 l Email: gracewayaustin@aol.com l
Visit: www.gracewaycca.org

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.
For there is No Greater Love!

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a
Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM
Call: 454-1547 for transportation
H. Ed Calahan, Pastor
Web: www.agapebcaustintx.com

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653
(512) 276-7917
Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1
Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM
Sunday School 10 AM

&

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

T. L. Wyatt

Globalizing the Gospel

Damita Shanklin

Fridays@8AM - 9AM

1179 San Bernard Street,
Edward M. Fleming,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023
Sr. Pastor
Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M. OLIVET BAPTIST

Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

CHURCH

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Send your information to vil3202@aol.com
or call 512-476-0082

Going to Higher Heights,
Trusting God along the way.
Sunday School 9:00am
BTU: 10:00am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Church Phone (512) 477-2714
Cell Phont (512) 585-0744
Rev. Darron E. Patterson Email: newlincolnmbc@att.net
Pastor
www.newlincolnmbc.org

In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15
7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

A Ministry That Ministers

Do you have church news?
Would you like to purchase
a monthly ad for your
church?
Inquire TODAY!
New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church
2215 E. 8th St.,
Austin, TX 78702

Agape Baptist Church

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Imani Community Church

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.
Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

Davis Elementray Auditorium
5214 West Duval Road

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval
Austin, Texas 78727
Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH

690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11
Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor

Ph: (512) 626-3660

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

Page 4 ~ THE VILLAGER/September 11, 2020

www.theaustinvillager.com

HEADLINES

Amid the COVID-19 PANDEMIC,
the Austin AKA Foundation
Delivers School Supplies to
Oaks Springs & Texas Preparatory

VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE
Saturday, 9/12 and Sunday 9/13

SAHARA LOUNGE
(In front of the building you will see a tent.)
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER
& VOTE IN NOVEMBER...
YOUR VOTE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

4pm to 7pm

1413 Webberville Road, Austin, TX 78721
To register in Texas you must:

be a citizen of the United States

be at least 18 years old at the time of the election

If you have been convicted of a felony, you must have fully
discharged any incarceration, parole, supervision,
Volunteers LaMonica Lewis, Jackie Hawkins and
Reuna Campbell deliver supplies to Oak Springs.
(AUSTIN, TX) Though COVID-19 has
redefined the way our
students learn, the Austin AKA Foundation, the
non-profit arm of the
Beta Psi Omega Chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. (AKA), continued its annual commitment to provide
school supplies to each
child in two schools in
the Austin area.
Twelve years ago,
AKA began a partnership
with Oak Springs Elementary School. The
mission remains to annually adopt every child
in the school for the purpose of furnishing all
school supplies on their
grade-level lists, including backpacks. The program, known as Project
G.R.E.E.N. (Growing Re-

shaped by national and
state guidance as well as
local decisions, mandated a different plan.
The supplies were purchased from local stores,
boxed up by grade level,
and delivered to the
door of the school. All
volunteer workers were
required to wear masks.
For the safety of all, entry was not allowed beyond the doorway.
Oak Springs Elementary opened for
learning on Tuesday,
September 8, 2020. Current plans stipulate that
the first four weeks will
be on-line learning. Inschool learning is scheduled to begin on Oct. 6th.
Earlier plans to distribute backpacks to families were interrupted by
rain but was resched-

ing access was limited to
the school’s entryway.
Monday, August 24,
2020 marked Texas
Prep’s first day of school
for the 2020-21 school
year. Texas Preparatory
is offering both an online option, as well as an
in-person option. Full
Details are available in
the Reopening Plans
found on the school’s
website:
h ttps : / /
texas p re p . u s /2 0 20 reopening/.
Both schools recognize that the pandemic
guidance is ever-evolving, which requires that
their leadership be flexible, agile, and able to
pivot as circumstances
change.
The officers and
members of the Austin
AKA Foundation extend

period of probation.

If you meet the qualifications or know
someone who does and has not yet
registered, please come by! It’s not too late
to register and vote in the November election.
We can make a difference!
Sat. Sept. 12 and Sun. Sept. 13. 4 to 7pm.
There will be a tent in front of the club in the
parking lot. The League of Women Voters will
also be providing materials about voting.
Let your friends and family know.
All are welcome.

Food Bank
Announces September
Drive-through
Food Distributions
for Austin Area
The Food Bank needs volunteers to assist with these events and with food
sorting in our warehouse. Anyone interested in volunteering to support the
Food Bank at this critical time should visit the Food Bank’s website,
centraltexasfoodbank.org, and click on “Volunteer” to sign up.

WHEN & WHERE:
Thursday, September 17

Nelson Field
7105 Berkman Dr Austin, TX 78752
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, September 24

Toney Burger Stadium
Principal Daphne McDole (L) of Texas Preparatory School and
Jackie Hawkins, Austin AKA Foundation Chair
sponsible Environmentalists by meeting Educational Needs), also encourages environmental
education, as the name
implies. Students and
teachers are urged to
recycle and participate
in other environmentally
friendly activities and, in
return, the Foundation
provides the supplies
needed by students and
teachers in the classroom.
In past years, all
supplies would be delivered to the school and
then, the week before
school started, approximately 20 members of
the organization would
gather at the school to
pack backpacks for each
grade level. This year,
COVID-19 guidelines,

uled to ensure students
have the tools needed
for success. For info go
to: https://oaksprings
.austinschools.org/.
Texas Preparatory
School, now in its 7 th
year of partnership with
the Austin AKA Foundation, also received its
annual school supplies.
Principal
Daphne
McDole was there to
greet the delivery team
along with helpful staff.
Like the Austin ISD
school, reopening policies followed guidance
from federal, state, and
local entities, including
Texas Education Agency
(TEA) and Centers for
Disease Control (CDC).
Again, delivery volunteers were required to
wear masks, and build-

our gratitude to both
principals,
Cynthia
Sinegal-Jackson of Oak
Springs Elementary and
Daphne McDole of Texas
Preparatory School, and
their staff members for
helping to continue and
strengthen this partnership. Special thanks to
Ana Lee, Oak Springs Primary Instructional Specialist & Webmaster,
who graciously makes
herself available to the
Foundation. Thank you
all for working to ensure
the safety of our students and teachers. We
welcome and congratulate Ms. Sinegal-Jackson
as the new principal of
Oak Springs and offer
our best wishes to both
schools for a productive
year.

3200 Jones Rd, Austin, TX 78745
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
IMPORTANT: Please enter at the north side of the facility,
from the eastbound Hwy 290 frontage road
Saturday, September 26

Del Valle High School
5201 Ross Rd, Del Valle, TX 78617
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

At these special drive-through food distributions, the Central Texas
Food Bank will distribute free food to help those who are facing increased
food insecurity during the COVID-19 pandemic. Attendees will receive
an assortment of food items totaling between 44 lbs and 76 lbs., depending on available supplies.
Before coming to this drive-through event, please make appropriate space in your trunk or hatch.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Central Texas Food Bank continues to meet the needs of those facing hunger. In addition to these
special distributions, Central Texans can also access food through our
network of partner pantries and mobile food pantry distributions
throughout Central Texas. For the latest information on getting help, go
to centraltexasfoodbank.org and click on “Find Food Now”. Once you
find the distribution site nearest you, please call them to confirm their
hours of operation since things are changing rapidly. You can also call 21-1 for the latest information.
The Food Bank stands ready to help all Central Texans affected by
the pandemic, but we’ve seen demand for our services skyrocket recently, severely straining our resources. So if you’re able to help, we
need monetary donations. Please donate at centraltexasfoodbank.org.
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Madeleine Connor Challenges
353rd District Judge
by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon
VILLAGER
Columnist

School
Board
Races

Madeleine Connor

by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon
VILLAGER
Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS) As the 2020 elections
come to a close, most
people are focusing on
the Presidential elections. Yes, America will
be at a crucial crossroad
due to the fact another
four years of Trump.
There are numerous
critical down-ballot
races like school board
believe she is not quali- bent judge Like T im races.
Moreover, Anna
fied, and Democratic Sulak lost. Some
clubs have decided not wanted to draft an in- Smith decided to run for
to endorse her cam- dependent candidate the Leander School
to run against her. How- board. According to
paign.
Officials within the ever, prominent law- Smith, "I would like to
Democratic Party are in yers have chosen not to thank everyone who
shock that an incum- run against her.

Anna Smith

(VILLAGER NEWS)
- At the last minute, Ms.
Madeleine Connor decided to join and challenge state District
Judge Tim Sulak. Among
political consulting, it
was a surprise that a
longtime Judge in Travis
County would receive a
challenge. Despite Judge
Sulak going into campaign mode, Ms. Connor
defeated him and won.
Ms.Connor,
deemed a vexatious litigant because she has
sued the homeowner's
association (HOA) numerous times. While
the courts in Travis
County have blacklisted
Connor, many activists
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THE REVEALER

tuned in tonight for my
first ever campaign kickoff event for Leander ISD
School Board Trustee for
Place 4. I am excited to
start this journey and
hope I can count on your
vote in November."

ONE QUESTION
Continued from page 1
you that facts mat-

der a “group licensing
ter.
agreement” negotiated
Because of the “un- by the NFL Players Assopopular” protest and ciation. In turn, that
blackballing fiasco that meant EA Sports lacked
followed, the NFL did the rights to use
not classify Kaepernick Kaepernick’s likeness.
as a free agent following Besides being excluded
the 2016 season. They from the Madden Footclassified him as an “un- ball franchise from
signed” free agent and 2018-20, EA Sports also
later a “retired” player. cut out Kaepernick’s
Since Kaepernick name from their game’s
was not listed as a “free soundtrack in 2019.
So, imagine my suragent”, he didn’t fall un-

prise when I got home
Tuesday
evening,
opened my Madden NFL
21 game and saw, plastered all over the intro
screen, that Kaepernick
was back in!
Not
only
is
Kaepernick back in the
game, but he’s been
given the highest rating
of any free agent in it.
Not to mention, they
gave him his classic afro
and special “Black

I’m Baaaack!

Colin Kaepernick is back in Madden NFL 21
Power” fist-in-the-air
touchdown celebration.
Furthermore, EA apologized for the “unfortunate mistake” caused by
a “misunderstanding”
of the rights situation to
Kaepernick’s absence in
the game and audio
track of years past.
You smell that?
Yeah, me too!
I already told you
about the stench coming
from NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell in an earlier article. Here is a guy
over the greatest sports
enterprise in the world
that claimed he didn’t
understand
what
Kaepernick’s protest was
about.
But just like Roger
Goodell knew, EA Sports
knows: When the champion is about to be dethroned, you bet on the
challenger.
There was an interview, about three days
after Madden 21 had released, from an NFL
owner on the Black Lives

Matter initiative. Jim
Irsay is the owner of the
Indianapolis Colts. He’s
61 years old. Irsay said
the phrase “all lives matter” misses the point.
“OF COURSE all lives
matter, but the phrase
“BLACK LIVES MATTER”
is about unequal treatment faced by BLACK
Americans. It does not
say or imply that ONLY
black lives matter”, Irsay
tweeted on August 31.
One question, Mr.
Irsay, Mr. Goodell, EA
Sports?
Where was this
knowledge in 2016? How
come Colin Kaepernick
couldn’t relate this to you
peacefully but after 5,000
businesses burn to the
ground you hear what he
was trying to say?
Let’s cut the b.s.,
shall we?
-Now that these
entities can no longer
turn on a television,
phone, or streaming app
without seeing LeBron
James and the entire

Anna Smith is running on the factor of
School equity and the
excellence of every student within the Leander
School District. Moreover, she will face two
opponents.
NBA kneeling;
-Now that these
entities can no longer
turn on a television,
phone, or streaming app
without seeing Matt
Dumba and other outstanding
National
Hockey League players
kneeling;
-Now that these
entities can no longer
turn on a television,
phone, or streaming app
without seeing world renown athletes of various
sports, nations, and nationalities kneeling;
they have no other
option but to look one
way: Our Way!
When you have an
initiative, combined with
creativity, focused on a
remonstration, and
broadcasted across a
platform of inescapable
consciousness, you not
only promote change;
you force it.
You demand it!
These changings of
the minds are coming
across political lines, social lines, justice enforcers/reformers, financial
institutions, business industries,
and
yes…computer game
developers and publishers. Never underestimate the power of collective, peaceful dissent
in the face of consolidated, obstinate aggression.
What’s up, Kap?!
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19% of all new US virus cases linked to South Dakota motorcycle rally
New study says the annual
gathering in Sturgis was a
'super-spreader' event.
(GRIO) - More than
260,000 coronavirus
cases in the U.S. have
been linked to the
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally
in South Dakota.
According to new
research from San Diego
State University’s Center
for Health Economics &
Policy Studies, these
new cases have been diagnosed since Aug. 2,
with the authors noting
that the rally was “the
perfect storm” for
COVID-19
spread,
Insider.com reports.
“If you look at the
month between August
2 and September 2,
based on our estimates,
Sturgis is responsible for
19% of the cases in the
United States,” said Andrew Friedson, one of
the authors of the paper
and an economics professor at the University

of Colorado.
What’s more, the
researchers estimated
that it cost over $12 billion in public health
costs. That figure does
not include any costs associated with any deaths
that might have been
tied to the event.
Around 350,000
people from around the
U.S. reportedly descended upon Sturgis for
its annual motorcycle
rally last month. Hundreds of them visited
bars, restaurants and attended outdoor concerts. Many returned
home to various states
and nearby counties
bringing with them new
COVID-19 infections.
In a report published by the IZA Institute of Labor Economics in Bonn, Germany,
researchers
used

by Ny Magee | THE GRIO

anonymized cell phone
data to track rally-goers
and their movements
between Aug. 2 and
Sept. 2. Local health
records and data from
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) were also used to
conclude that hundreds of thousands of
new coronavirus cases

could be linked to the
rally.
“The only large factors working to prevent
the spread of infection
was the outdoor venue,
and low population density in the state of South
Dakota,” the economists
wrote.
“We find that the
Sturgis Rally caused

spread of COVID-19
cases both locally and in
the home counties of
those who traveled to
the Sturgis Rally and returned home,” they
added.
The Sturgis rally is
exactly the kind of event
the CDC had previously
warned could be a hub
for a mass spreader of

kotatv.com
the potentially deadly
COVID-19.
“ Thousands of
people attended that
event, and so it’s very
likely that we will see
more transmission,” said
Kris
Ehresmann,
Minnesota’s director of
infectious diseases, according to the Star Tribune.

Lou Brock, First HBCU Alum to Win World Series, Passes
by John Harris Jr. | VILLAGER Sports Columnist

Lou Brock
(Photo/Tabercil)

(VILLAGER) - Lou
Brock, who passed away
recently at age 81, was
known for many great
accomplishments on the
baseball diamond.
Brock, a first ballot
Hall of Famer and twotime World Series champion with the St. Louis
Cardinals, was a six-time
All-Star with over 3,000
career hits who reached
legendary status when
he surpassed Ty Cobb's
stolen base record in
1977. Cobb's mark of
892 career steals was
considered to be unattainable according to
baseball aficionados,
similar to Babe Ruth's
home run record ulti-

mately broken by Hank
Aaron. Brock, who finished with 938 career
steals, held the record
until it was broken by
Rickey Henderson 14
years later. Brock also
held the single-season
stolen base record at
118 until Henderson surpassed that total.
As a result of Brock's
proclivity for stealing
bases, the National
League announced the
Lou Brock Award to honor
the annual leader in stolen bases, making Brock
the first active player to
have an award named after him.
Brock, who hit .300
eight times in his career,

Southern caught the attention of former Negro
compiled four seasons League star Buck O'Neil,
with 200 or more hits who worked as a scout for
and became the first the Chicago Cubs. The
player with 50 steals and Cubs signed Brock as an
20 homers in the same amateur free agent.
Brock spent his first
season, amassed a .391
career World Series batAUSTIN
ting average - the highCOMMUNITY
est average for anyone
COLLEGE
(ACC)
who played more than
DISTRICT
20 World Series games.
is requesting sealed
Brock's 14 career stolen
proposals from
bases is also a World Series record. In 1979, St. qualified firms for the
Louis retired Brock's No. purposes of selecting a
20, an honor previously respondent to provide
awarded to only three Stormwater Detention
Pond Reme- diation
other Cardinals players.
Little-known fact: Project at ACC Service
Center for the
Brock was the first HBCU
baseball player to win a following solicitation.
•Competitive Sealed
World Series championProposal (CSP) No.
ship.
926-20-0187-00-SBefore joining the
JN-CSP
Majors, Brock starred at
Southern University. As a All proposal responses
junior, Brock batted .500 must be electronically
and helped the Jaguars submitted to the Buyer
of Record by no later
win the 1959 NAIA nathan Thursday, Sep tional championship in
tember 17, 2020, by
becoming the first Black
10:00 a.m. Central
college to earn such a
Standard
Time (CST).
title. He was selected for
the United States base- See solicitation docu ments for
ball team to compete in
details.Solicitation
the 1959 Pan American
documents are
Games.
available
on the ACC
Brock's stellar play at
website at http://
www.austincc.edu/
offices/purchasing/
advertised-solicitations,
or at the P2P Office
with seventy-two hours
advance notice at (512)
223-1302 between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday. All
responses must be
electronically received
by the Buyer of Record,
by the date and time
indicated above. A
non- mandatory PreProposal Conference is
scheduled via WebEx
on Tuesday, September
8, 2020, at 10:00 a.m.
CST. See solicitation
documents for details
concerning the preproposal conference
and site visit schedule.

three Major League seasons with the Cubs before being traded to St.
Louis in 1964. At the time
of the trade, the Cardinals
were in eighth place in the
National League. Brock
helped St. Louis win the
National League pennant
on the last day of the season. The Cardinals went
on to win the 1964 World
Series over the favored
PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
JOERIS GENERAL
CONTRACTORS,
LTD.,
Joeris General Contractors
will be accepting competitive
Proposals from Subcontractors
and Suppliers for the: New NE
Middle School 21-0002, until
2:00PM on Wed., 23 Sept. 2020.
Proposals will be received by
fax
or
email
at
bidsAustin@joeri s.com. Your
proposal shall demonstrate the
Offeror’s ability to deliver the
“best value” to the Owner.
The project will be located at
4401 Tilley Street, Austin, TX
78723. The project consists of
a three story 130,000 sf new
middle school. Plans may be
reviewed at: Joeris Website www.joeris.com or at Joeris
General Contractors, 9211
Waterford Centre Blvd, Suite
150, Austin, TX 78758. O: (512)
920-0338; F: (512) 920-0339
Participation by S/M/W/DBE,
HUB and all other similar
firms is encouraged. Joeris
General Contractors is an
equal opportunity (EEO)
employer.

New York Yankees in
seven games as Brock received National League
MVP consideration.
In the 1967 World
Series, Brock hit .414,
scored eight runs and set
a World Series record
with seven stolen bases as
St. Louis defeated the
Boston Red Sox in seven
games.
After losing his
starting outfielder's job
at age 39, Brock dug
down deep into the
Fountain of Youth to reclaim his starting status
the following year. Not
only did a 40-year-old
Brock hit .304, his performance was so impressive that he was
named Comeback Player
of the Year to become
the first Major League
player to receive the
award in his final season.

New Jobs for the
Week of 09/06/20
District Police,
DispatcherService
CenterJob# 2009001
Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
Job Line (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed
EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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