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Testing backlogs skewed
coronavirus data

The Texas Department of State Health Services said it will now rely
on a calculation that takes into account the date on which a

coronavirus test was administered, rather than when it was reported.

A maze of cars at a COVID-19 testing site on July 7, 2020,
in the parking lot of Hancock Center, Austin, Texas. Sergio Flores/Getty Images
(TXT) - Texas health officials announced Mon-

day that they are changing the way the state re-
ports a key metric used to evaluate the extent of
coronavirus infection, a move that conceded that
the state’s previous method of calculating the “posi-
tivity rate” muddied the extent of viral transmission
by mixing old data with new.

The Texas Department of State Health Services
said it will now “primarily rely” on a new calcula-
tion of the daily positivity rate — defined as the
share of tests that yield positive results — that takes
into account the date on which a coronavirus test
was administered. Officials said the new metric will
give a more accurate representation of viral trans-
mission in Texas on a given day.

It also means that each day’s positivity rate will
be an oft-changing number, fluctuating as officials
collect lab results over time. Labs and hospitals re-
port their test results to the state with varying de-
grees of timeliness, and state officials will have to
recalculate the positivity rates for previous days as

more test results from those dates pour in.
That’s a departure from the current system,

which calculates the positivity rate based on the
date the health agency receives test results, which
can be weeks or even months after the tests were
administered.

It marks the latest in a series of data method-
ology changes and corrections health officials have
issued over the course of the pandemic.

While touting the new reporting method as an
improvement, state officials defended the old sys-
tem as providing the best information that was avail-
able at the time. The new positivity rate for the most
part closely resembles the old metric, particularly
when viewed as a trend line over time, officials said.

Health department spokesperson Chris Van
Deusen said in an email that the different positivity
rates generally moved in parallel until about August,
when the state reported dumps of test results. “As

See UNDERCOUNT, page 7

BY EDGAR WALTERS AND SHANNON NAJMABADI

City set to pay
historic sum

See MILLIONS
Page 3

Let’s welcome
the students

back to school!

 I don’t know about you,
but I am very confused
about sending our
students back to school.
Some will be in the
school buildings and
others will be doing
school work on line. But
which ever way they are
continuing their edu-
cation, they will need all
of our support to make
this a successful school
year.
   Our YOUTH BRIG-
ADE students could not
wait to get back to work
to let you know what
they are doing so far.
These students may be
our best chance of
keeping up with the new
system. Their prespec-
tive could be quite
informative.
   However, we cannot
get so caught up within
the new system that we
let our youth fall behind
in their education. I can
only imagine how con-
fusing  the beginning of
the school year can be.
   The most important
thing for us to make sure
that we take every
precaution to see that our
youth are doing every-
thing possible to excape
the COVID-19 virus. We
also need to keep in mind
and support our school
professionals in this
journery.
   Athletic activities can
not be relied upon to
keep our minds off the
present dangers that we
find ourselves in. That is
because most of the
athletic activities are
being done outside of the
presence of the fans.
Photo boards have taken
the place of fans in the
stadiums. And it is not as
much fun watching these
games on TV.
    So we must continue
to keep the faith and
work together to get to
the other side of this
pandimic. Our primary
job now is to make sure
that we do every thing
that we can to help the
next generation prepare
for life on the other side.
  So be sure to WEAR
YOUR MASK!!

IMPORTANT: Mail-in Ballots information from the
Travis County Clerk’s Office

Hand Delivering Mail-In Ballots
This election, Travis County voters will be able to hand-deliver their own mail-in ballots to four different drive-
through locations beginning October 1.

·       5501 Airport Blvd, Austin, TX 78751- Tax Office drive through payment lanes
·       Travis County 700 Lavaca Parking Garage, Austin, TX 78701- Lavaca entrance
·       Travis County 700 Lavaca Parking Garage, Austin, TX 78701- Guadalupe entrance
·       Travis County 1010 Lavaca Parking Lot, Austin, TX 78701- Enter from W. 11th St.
         between Guadalupe and Lavaca

Voters may personally hand deliver their own mail-in ballot at any of these locations during the following hours:
·       Thursday, October 1 – Monday, October 12: 8 AM-5 PM Monday-Friday
·       Tuesday, October 13 – Sunday, November 1: 7 AM-7 PM Monday-Saturday, 12-6 PM Sunday
·       Monday, November 2: 8 AM-5 PM
·       Tuesday, November 3: 7 AM-7 PM

*It is important to note that this is not drive through voting, which is not an option in Travis County.
The requirements for hand delivery of mail-in ballots are as follows:

·       Voters may only hand deliver their own carrier envelope.
·       Voters will be asked to present an acceptable form of ID.
·       They will be asked to sign a signature roster.
·       They will then deposit their mail-in ballot into a ballot box.

Under Texas law, ballots may only be hand delivered to locations where the County Clerk conducts regular business.
The locations specified above are the locations where we conduct regular business.
Texas state election law does not allow for drop-boxes and mail-in ballots should not be dropped off into any
drop-box. This is not an option in Texas and mail-in ballots will not be counted if they are dropped off this way.
Mail-in ballots must either be mailed back or hand delivered to one of the four hand delivery locations. (Texas
Election Code 86.006).

Get the facts to
vote this election

See DRIVE
Page 5

Another Power 5
conference set to

play this fall
See BIG10

Page 6
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Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Imani Community Church
Davis Elementray Auditorium

5214 West Duval Road

Sunday School - 9:00 A.M.
Worship Service - 10:00 A.M.

Power Hour Bible Life Group - 6:00 P.M.

Imani Complex & Office,
11800 Mustang at Duval

Austin, Texas 78727

Visit:imanichurch.com
Office: 512-343-9300

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn
Donald-Mims

Globalizing the Gospel

A Ministry That Ministers

Edward M. Fleming,
Sr. Pastor

OLIVET BAPTIST
CHURCH

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

1179 San Bernard Street,
Austin, TX 78702, 512-478-7023

Sunday Morning Bible Study, 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:15 A.M.
Visit our website @ www.obcaus.org

Hopewell Primitive Baptist Church
690 TX-21 West, Cedar Creek, TX 78612

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Elder Carl E Shelton
Pastor Ph: (512) 626-3660

Hope thou in God -Psalm 42:11

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

*God’s Love Overcomes Racism
Injustice Oppression

Unforgiveness  Sexism.
An Agenda Prepared By: Mike Manor,

Associate Minister.
*Prepared for Mt. ZARC; 512/479-9890;

Mt. Zion Baptist Church; Pastor G.V. Clark;
Austin, Texas.

How *Glorious Is God’s Love:
A John 16:33 Journey?

Three America’s-One Democracy-One Nation
Under God’s Love: Matthew 5:24.
The America Racialization-The America
Revolution-The America Reconciliation:
Part 1 of 3  (September-December-March-
June)-Matthew 5:24)
 ? Reconciling America (1619-1913)
Before, During, After Harriet Tubman;
 ? Reconciling America (1775-1783)
Before, During and After “We the People”;
 ? Reconciling America (1783-2020+)
Before, During, After “I Have A Dream”.

City to pay millions to Taylor’s
family, reform police

By DYLAN LOVAN | AP

LOUISVILLE, Ky.
(AP) — The city of Louis-
ville will pay $12 million
to the family of Breonna
Taylor and reform police
practices as part of a
lawsuit settlement
months after Taylor’s
slaying by police thrust
the Black woman’s
name to the forefront of
a national reckoning on
race.

A person who has
seen the settlement told
The Associated Press it is
the largest sum paid by
the city for a police mis-
conduct case. The
source asked not to be
identified because the
settlement has not been
announced publicly.

Taylor ’s death
sparked months of pro-
tests in Louisville and
calls nationwide for the
officers to be criminally
charged. The state’s at-
torney general, Daniel
Cameron, is investigat-
ing police actions in the
March 13 fatal shooting.

The lawsuit, filed in
April by Taylor’s mother,
Tamika Palmer, alleged
the police used flawed
information when they
obtained a “no-knock”
warrant to enter the 26-
year-old woman’s apart-
ment in March. Taylor
and her boyfriend were
roused from bed by po-
lice, and her boyfriend,
Kenneth Walker, has said
he fired once at the of-
ficers thinking it was an
intruder. Investigators
say police were return-
ing fire when they shot
Taylor several times. No
drugs were found at her

FILE - Signs are held up showing Breonna Taylor during a rally in her
honor on the steps of the Kentucky State Capitol in Frankfort, Ky.,
Thursday, June 25, 2020. The city of Louisville will pay several million
dollars to the mother of Breonna Taylor and install police reforms as part
of a settlement of a lawsuit from Taylor’s family, The Associated Press
has learned. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)

home.
Palmer has said she

is trying to be patient
about the results of
Cameron’s criminal in-
vestigation and the long
wait, which is now six
months since her
daughter’s death.

In that time, her
daughter’s slaying —
along with George Floyd
and others — has be-
come a rallying cry for
protesters seeking a reck-
oning on racial justice and
police reform. High-pro-
file celebrities like Oprah
Winfrey and LeBron
James have called for the
officers to be charged in
Taylor’s death.

Palmer’s lawsuit
accused three Louisville
police officers of blindly
firing into Taylor’s apart-
ment the night of the
March raid, striking Tay-
lor several times. One of
the officers, Jonathan
Mattingly, went into the

home after the door was
broken down and was
struck in the leg by the
gunshot from Walker.

The warrant was
one of five issued in a
wide-ranging investiga-
tion of a drug trafficking
suspect who was a
former boyfriend of
Taylor ’s. That man,
Jamarcus Glover, was ar-
rested at a different lo-
cation about 10 miles
(16 kilometers) away
from Taylor’s apartment
on the same evening.

The settlement in-
cludes reforms on how
warrants are handled by
police. The city of Louis-
ville is expected to an-
nounce the details Tues-
day afternoon.

The city has already
taken some reform mea-
sures, including passing
a law named for Taylor
that bans the use of the
no-knock warrants. Po-
lice typically use them in

drug cases over concern
that evidence could be
destroyed if they an-
nounce their arrival.

Mayor Greg Fischer
fired former police chief
Steve Conrad in June and
last week named Yvette
Gentry, a former deputy
chief, as the new interim
police chief. Gentry
would be the first Black
woman to lead the force
of about 1,200 sworn
officers. The depart-
ment has also fired Brett
Hankison, one of the
three officers who fired
shots at Taylor’s apart-
ment that night.
Hankison is appealing
the dismissal.

The largest settle-
ment previously paid in
a Louisville police mis-
conduct case was $8.5
million in 2012, to a man
who spent nine years in
prison for a crime he did
not commit, according
to news reports.

 H-E-B Helping Heroes honors
Texas first responders on 9/11

(AUSTIN, TX) - In remembrance of 9/11, H-E-
B Partners (employees) will honor first responders
across Texas for their ongoing dedication and un-
wavering service as part of the companywide H-E-
B Helping Heroes program. This year, H-E-B adopted
more than 750 fire stations statewide, including
more than 200 in Central Texas and 100 in San An-
tonio. Taking a more social-distant approach this
year to protect the health and safety of the H-E-B
Partners and first responders, H-E-B provided
adopted fire stations each with an H-E-B gift card
and delivered snacks and more than 7,500 chef-
inspired H-E-B Meal Simple meals for emergency

personnel to enjoy.
For 16 years, H-E-B Partners have come to-

gether for this annual program, which is an inte-
gral part of H-E-B’s ongoing support for emergency
personnel in the more than 300 communities the
company serves.
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Portland  Trail Blazers

The Portland Trail
Blazers are an American
professional basketball
team located in Portland,
Oregon. The Blazers are
competing in the National

Basketball Association
(NBA) Western Confer-
ence. On Saturday, August
15, 2020, they played the
Memphis Grizzlies to
make it to the playoffs
and won.

Damian Lillard
scored 31 points. CJ
McCollum had 14 of the
29 in the fourth quarter,
including a pair of big
jumpers on Ja Morant.
The Blazers made the
NBA’s last spot by beating
the Grizzlies 126 to 122.
As a reward, they get to
play Kenton James and
the top seed, also known
as the Los Angeles Lakers.

Joshua Moore
Manor  H. S.

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville H. S.

Zoey King
Idea Montopolis

Summer 2020, Going
to the Beach

One of the things I
did during the summer
was a visit to the beach
with my family. We
packed all the things we
would need the night
before the trip, sun-
screen, lots of clothes,
tablets, chargers, snacks,
tents, chairs, and toys. I
double-checked that I
had everything I needed.
The next day at 6:30 a.m.,
our journey began. I went
out of the front door,
climbed into the car, sat
down, buckled my seat
belt, and everyone got
settled in the car, and we
set off to the beach.

The trip took about
three hours. Along the
way, I played on my tab-
let, drew, and slept.
When we arrived at the
beach, I changed into my
beach clothes, put on
sunscreen, and waited
for my parent’s permis-
sion to go to the water
because cars often

drove by the beach.
Once I had permission to
pass, I sprinted to the
water and splashed
around. My siblings soon
joined me in the water,
and we searched for
crabs. After a while of
searching underwater,
we couldn’t find any
crabs, but we found a
bunch of cool sea crea-
tures. The creatures
would bury themselves
in a bucket of wet sand
we held them in. We
kept digging them up
and letting them sink
into the sand. Eventu-
ally, we lost interest and
decided to build
sandcastles. The
sandcastles had a moat
and a flag. I attempted to
make a tunnel, but it col-
lapsed.

After we built
sandcastles, we rested,
ate, and talked. After the
break, we took lots of
pictures. Then we rolled
around in the sand, then
went back into the wa-
ter for wave jumping
and watching fish jump
out of the water. As the
weather started cooling,
we got out of the water
and started to dig a hole.
My siblings ran to the
water with empty water
bottles and brought water
to dump into the hole. It
didn’t take too long to
make the hole big enough
to fit one of us inside, and
this concluded our day at
the beach.

Tyler  Allen
Gus Garcia YMLA

Always Me

Since I was little,
I've always desired to go
to LBJ Highschool. I only
lived a block away. I had
heard stories about the
school from my family
my whole life. This year
it finally happened, I
started LBJ, and it's been
a pleasant first week.

I remember the
first day I was so lost.
While attending Gus
Garcias Young Men's
Academy, I became used
to an 8-period bell
schedule. Now, as fresh-
men, we have a 4-period
bell schedule with A/B-
block. In the first week of
school, we started on a
B-day, which was con-
fusing. I had assumed
that we would start
school on an A-day.  My
A-day schedule has the
start of my day with gym
class. The gym teacher,
Coach Clack, never log-
ging in for class. He re-
ceived an email from me
asking when does class
start. His response said
that today was a B-day.

I looked at my schedule
to learn what days were
A or B. My first class on
a B-day schedule was to
be Avid. Waiting for the
start of the gym class
had made me an hour
late for Avid. Avid is a
college preparedness
class. I had to private
message the teacher
about confusing my A/B
days. Coach Tompson
assigned an "About You"
form to complete. The
form asked questions
like why and if we had
signed up for this class. I
finished the assignment,
submitted to him, and
used the remaining 20
minutes of class to pre-
pare for World Geogra-
phy.

Before the pan-
demic started, I wrote an
article about virtual
learning and how it was
going to happen sooner
or later. I’m receiving vir-
tual learning at home for
high school. The reason
I’m bringing this subject
up is that it came sooner
than I expected. Virtual
learning is now inte-
grated into many
schools around the
world. I feel that this is
harder for students to
stay focused. Several of
my peers have been
skipping classes. But on
the other hand, most
come to class and help
the teachers deal with
classroom management
and attendance. One of
the benefits is there is a
COVID 19 safe environ-
ment.

Beginning Another School Year

Rebekah McNeal
Round Rock H. S.

My high school
started school on August
20, 2020. I was excited to
go to school as I was lay-
ing in a bed of cactuses,
but it’s not too awful.“My
district plans to start the
first four to eight weeks
online. Then parents and

students will have a
choice to continue online
or go into school. Al-
though nothing is official,
I'm sure schools that have
daringly decided to open
are being monitored by
other districts all over
Texas. The outcomes of
those schools haven’t
looked very positive.“
This year I will be a Sopho-
more, and amazed that in
about two years I'll be
done with high school! I
don't know how I feel
about my entire sopho-
more year most likely be-
ing online. I am positive
this school year will have
many opportunities for
me despite the circum-
stances. And hopefully,
this one will be over as
quickly as the last one.

 Lacee Johnson
Connally High School

Overcoming Obstacles

I am excited to be
back as a reporter.  Learn-
ing to operate in this
COVID environment has
taught me some valuable
lessons. Instead of writ-
ing about what I did this
summer in my first ar-
ticle, I want to share a
valuable life lesson I
learned, how to deal with
obstacles.   The first ob-
stacle, trying to get a re-
placement social security
card when you do not
have a state-issued iden-
tification card.  Did you
know you cannot get a
state-issued identifica-
tion card without a social
security card? No, your
student identification
card will not work.  Does
this not sound like an ob-
stacle? My goal was
simple, I needed the so-

cial security card to get a
summer job.

The Merriam-
Webster dictionary
claims the definition of an
obstacle as “something
that impedes progress or
achievement”. If you take
time to ponder on the
subject, you will realize
that we face obstacles
daily, and they are all
around you. Focusing
only on the previous
hour, you can merely
identify tens upon.
Maybe you have experi-
enced a deep loss, a toxic
person, fear, depression,
or just concerned about
the state of the world.
Finding strength or hav-
ing the courage to over-
come obstacles is truly a
great skill.

I believe an obstacle
is more than just a block-
age in your objective. It is
a life principle, a factor in
growing up. Obstacles are
what makes us, us! We
cannot let obstacles de-
rail us. They are just
hurdles that we need to
jump over or crawl
through to reach our
goal. P.S. I am still work-
ing on getting my replace-
ment social security card
along with my state ID,
thanks COVID.

Virtual Senior Year

For Pflugerville ISD
students and teachers,
we have entered into
our third week of
school. The first three
weeks were completely
virtual learning. How-
ever, starting on Mon-
day, September 14,
2020, 25% of the stu-
dent population were
allowed back on cam-
pus. Students and par-
ents had the choice at
the beginning of the
school year if they
wanted to stay virtual
for the first nine weeks
or if they wanted to go
back to school after the
mandatory three weeks

Sarah Robertson
John B. Connally H. S.

online were over. Enter-
ing into school this year,
this is not how I thought
my senior year would
look. I know with the
pandemic still raging, I
probably won’t be in
school (in person) until
the spring semester.
Having school online
has brought many chal-
lenges to how schools
operate and brings new
ways of learning. At
Connally High School,
we have synchronous
and asynchronous
zoom schedules for
each class period, de-
pending on if the
teacher wants to have a
class that day or if the
teacher wants indepen-
dent time. Even though
this is not my ideal se-
nior year, I am glad that
my classmates and I are
keeping a positive atti-
tude about online
classes and making the
best of the school year
so far.

Go Cougars!

Majestic Bird

I woke up on
Wednesday and it
started like every other
day. I brushed my teeth,
washed my face and got
ready for my day of vir-
tual learning.  After pre-
paring my breakfast, I
decided to eat on the
patio.  I sat down and
looked around. Under
one of the chairs sat a
very bright and colorful
bird. It was the most
beautiful bird I had
ever seen.

I proceeded to
take pictures of it.
Then, I researched on
the internet to find out
its species name. It was
a Passerina ciris, aka a
Painted bunting. Ac-

cording to the encyclo-
pedia of l ife, the
painted bunting’s con-
servation status is near
threatened.  When I
realized that the bird
was not moving very
much, I became wor-
ried and called my
mom for help.

While my mom
called a local veterinar-
ian for a rescue plan, I
took more pictures.  To
my surprise, the bird
started to hop a bit. Af-
ter some time, it began
to flap its wings and at-
tempted to fly. After
many tries, it finally
flew away as I snapped
what would be the last
photo.

Looking back, I
took some amazing
photos of the bird. I
will always remember
the bird and hope that
it will remember me
too. It felt so good to
discover nature. I
would encourage you
to look for intriguing
animals in your back-
yard!
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Aiden Loyden
Teravista Elementary

My name is Aiden
Loyden and I’m a fifth
grader at Teravista El-
ementary. Since school

has started I’ve been
doing virtual learning. It
has been challenging. I
miss learning in a class-
room and seeing my
friends. My favorite sub-
ject is math. I play Ex-
treme Flag Football. This
is my first year playing
Extreme. Two of my
close friends are on the
team, which I’m super
excited about. My team
is the Ravens, but my fa-
vorite team is the New
Orleans Saints. Outside
of school, I enjoy talking,
telling stories, playing
video games, and play-
ing outside with my
friends.

Virtual Learning and Sports

Changing to a Positive Perspective

I officially started
online school on Sep-
tember 8, 2020. I have
recently completed my
first week of online
learning, and I am now
entering my second
week. Personally, at this
moment, I am not too
fond of it. I find learning
online difficult as I would
rather be learning in per-
son. Despite this, I am
grateful for the opportu-
nity to learn in the safety
of my home where the
risk of exposer is signifi-
cantly decreased. My
first week was very dif-
ferent as it was a new ex-
perience for me, as well
as everyone else who is
attending virtual school
for the first time. I un-
derstand that this is new
to everyone, and we are
all just trying to find the
“new normal”.

The reason I am not
enjoying online learning
is that I have no physical
interactions. I am not
able to get the in-person
help that I may need. Oc-
casionally, I am less con-
fident to unmute my mi-
crophone and speak up
to ask a question or to
contribute my thoughts
during a discussion. My
self-motivation is not as
strong as it could be. I
did not write this article
to complain but rather
to share my experience
and set a goal for myself.

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards

For my second week of
school, I would like to be
more on top of my work
and look at virtual learn-
ing from a different per-
spective. I would like to
be more positive and
push myself to keep go-
ing. I plan on viewing
school as a challenge,
rather than a pain.
Through it all, I’ve con-
cluded that learning is
not optional. To get
where I want to be in life,
I need to get through
these courses no matter
the challenge. School
being virtual doesn’t
mean I have to start try-
ing less. School being vir-
tual means I have to do
the same as I did before,
plus more. I have to
work harder to self mo-
tivate and to get what I
need to get completed.

In my first week, I
discovered myself be-
coming stressed out, but
I have learned to look at
this in a way that I can
analyze the reason that
I am becoming stressed.
Due to a lack of motiva-
tion and procrastination,
I didn’t want to com-
plete my work, and I
pushed it back until later.
Because of this, I was
only building up more
work for myself, rather
than getting it complete
and out of the way. This
was the cause of my
stress. Analyzing it al-
lowed me to become
more focused on what I
need to do to prevent
that. This next week will
be better than last. If
anyone else is strug-
gling, I want to motivate
you and tell you that you
can do this. Keep push-
ing, set those goals for
yourself, and begin to
look at things differently
than before. I hope ev-
eryone has a great week
and school year,
whether it is in person or
virtual.

The Missing People of
Western Wildfires

Over the past few
days, a large number of
wildfires have occurred
in the western part of
the USA. On Sunday,
these fires have killed
thirty people, and doz-
ens are still missing.
Some images were
taken of forests that

Ruby George
Cele Middle School

were described as
“apocalyptic”, due to all
of the scorched trees
and ashen landscapes.“
Buildings were shredded
down to piles of brick,
concrete, and metal.
Cars sit on the side of the
road, black and gutted. “
These wildfires have
burned 4.6 million acres
across certain states,
which is what national
fire officials say. That's
an area roughly equiva-
lent to Connecticut and
Rhode Island com-
bined.“  While the 94
major blazes are burning
mostly in rural and for-
ested areas, major cities
along the West Coast,
Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco, Seattle, and Port-
land, Oregon, among
them, are also feeling
the impact.

Kennedy George
Weiss High School

The Known World

In the novel “The
Known World” by Ed-
ward P. Jones, we follow
the life and death of
Henry, a freed slave, and
the current slave owner.
This novel shifts though
perspectives and shows
how Henry’s life impacts
the people around him.
Moses is the biggest

symbol in this novel and
reflects Henry’s
influence.“The Moses of
this story represents
hope, as, throughout the
novel, Moses has hope
that he will be a free
man after Henry’s pass-
ing. Moses rises to be-
come the overseer and
hopes to be free. This
could be a reflection of
Henry in him, as he tries
to get with Henry’s wife
to achieve that freedom.
He wishes to be the mas-
ter of the slaves he over-
sees because Henry was
once a slave. The wish to
be rich, powerful, own
slaves, and marry Henry’s
wife Caladonia symbol-
izes the greed in him,
much like Henry’s greed
once he decided to be-
come a slave master.

You can EASE the back to school process by taking
advantage of this special Back to School funding offer.
Perfect for all the necessities you’ll need to start the new
school year right:

- NEW CLOTHES and Uniforms
- Backpacks,
- School Supplies
- Tablets & Laptops
- After School Club and Sports Expenses
- College and Dorm Expenses
- Lunch Money, etc.
Back to school should be fun, not a burden. Let

BackToSchoolFunds help you with a personal loan cre-
ated with school expenses in mind.

For details visit: https://backtoschoolfunds.com

Request your funding for back
to school expenses TODAY!

Kaitlyn  Cannon
Bluebonnet Trail Elem.

American Stars and Strips Flag

One hot summer
day and bored led my
interest to a small paper-
back book I found
among my art paper,a
big red, white and blue
flag, with a question
mark on the cover. I

wasn’t familiar with all
of what got my atten-
tion, because my class is
use to saying the pledge
of allegiance to the
United States Flag. Yet,
as I became more curi-
ous after seeing the
statement “facts never
known about the Ameri-
can Flag”, I wanted to
know more.

I also wanted my
teacher to know what I
learned. I am adjusting
to virtual learning, which
means I see and speak
with my classroom
teacher by way of  zoom
meetings on my com-
puter, twice a day. I don’t
like the process, but I do
get my class assign-
ments done.

 Some of the
unknow facts about the
American Flag include:

1. June 14, 1777
the United States Con-
gress officially chose the
design for our flag.
Americans have been
pledging allegiance to it
since. The flag was cre-
ated in Pennsylvania
honored as “Flag Day “ a
historical holiday impor-
tant to remember. Exact
facts are not known who
designed the flag, but
Betsy Ross is thought to
be the designer, yet
“there is little evidence
to support that claim”.
Frances Hopkinson also
claimed to be the de-
signer, noted in a journal

from the Continental
Congress.

2. In the year 1885,
a 19-year-old teacher,
Bernard J. CiGrand ask
his class to write an es-
say about the USA Flag.
He spent half-a-century
trying to make get it a
national holiday. A 17-
y e a r - o l d , R . G . H e f t
authored “For Love of
Country”in 1949.

3.The strips repre-
sent the first original 13
states, the stars repre-
sent each state. The col-
ors in the flag have spe-
cial meaning, “Old Glory
Blue”, “OLD Glory Red “,
and white has no special
name, but referred to
as” just plain white”.

Voter Registration Drive
Austin, TX and Surrounding areas… After your morning activities, before or after you have

lunch come by or direct someone to our COVID-19 safe “Voter Registration Drive” on Saturday,
September 19, 2020 from 11:00am – 2:00pm at the NAACP Austin Branch, 1709 E. 12th Street,
Austin, TX 78702. Register to vote or update voter registration address. Now is the time to
Activate Your Superpower – VOTE!

This “Voter Registration Drive” is open to all qualified persons in Travis and Williamson
counties. You are eligible to register to vote if you are:

• A United States citizen
• A Travis County resident
• At least 17 years and 10 months old, and you are 18 years of age
   on Election Day
• If you have been convicted of a felony, you must have completed
   incarceration, parole, probation or any period of supervision
   (i.e., completely “off paper”)
• Not declared by a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be either
    totally mentally incapacitated or partially mentally incapacitated
    without the right to vote
Pain Stoppers Inc., the Douglass Club of Austin, the NAACP Austin Branch, and the Na-

tional Low Income Housing Coalition have partnered to host this COVID-19 safe “Voter Registra-
tion Drive.” Visit one of these websites for more information: www.VoteTravis.com,
www.painstopinc.com, www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org, www.DouglassClub.org,
www.naacpaustin.com.
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(VILLAGER NEWS) - As Oyen celebrated his
birthday with the rest of the Central Texas commu-
nity, there are numerous things he can also cel-
ebrate.  Oyen has been successful both in the for-
profit and nonprofit worlds. In the for-profit divi-
sion, he runs a successful business, which employs
numerous Central Texans.  According to Oyen, "busi-
ness is something that comes naturally to me." But
he also believes in giving back to his community
through his nonprofit.

Oyen is known for his nonprofit called the Born
Great foundation, which has done a lot of work in
Texas and the African continent.  For example, on
the African continent, "We improve neonatal care
by donating life-saving medical equipment to hos-
pitals to reduce child and maternal mortality rates.
We provide family support in the NICU and after
the baby gets home.

According to the foundation, "We provide free
treatment to sick babies and mothers through the
clinics we support. Born Great Foundation also or-
ganizes training and teaching amongst medical pro-
fessionals on current and updated research and best
medical practice. We provide Education for fami-
lies on caring for babies born prematurely. Born
Great Foundation coordinates, promotes, and sup-
ports research on preterm birth prevention and
care.

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

Pictured left to right: Mr. Oyen and Mr. Sam.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

Guinea Society
Celebrates

Independence Day

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Over the years, Central
Texas has seen a drastic
growth in the African
Diaspora community, fu-
eled by the atmosphere
and economy. For in-
stance, African immi-
grants coming to the
Austin area can find
manufacturing jobs that
pay a decent wage. As a
result, the Guinea
American Community of
Central Texas has seen a
high increase among its
population.

As the Guinean
American Community
advances, so does the
desire to showcase their
rich musical and vast his-
tory to the rest of the
city. The Guinean Com-
munity has a lot of great

artists like Abou Sylla,
who has been playing
Guinean and African
music in the Central
Texas area.  One aspect
of showcasing their cul-
ture is by holding an in-
dependence celebra-
tion.

This year's Inde-
pendence Day celebra-
tion was small. However,
they plan to hold a
greater one in the up-
coming year. Guinea is
located in West Africa,
surrounded by nations
such as Liberia, Ivory
Coast, Mali, and the At-
lantic Ocean. The African
American Community
has a connection to
Guinea because a lot of
slaves came from that
part of West Africa.

Pictured above: Mr. Osemene and Jesse, Census
Bureau worker. by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

2020
Census
Count

by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

According to experts, the State of Texas lost 3.5 billion dollars in 2010 due
to one percentage undercount of all Texans. An undercount means less federal
funding that can help ease the overcrowding of schools, less money for veteran
services, and transportation improvement. As a result, the State had to make up
for the loss by increasing property tax values.

In the past months, Jessie, with the Census Bureau, has made an undertak-
ing to reach out to the African community. Over the years, the African society in
central Texas has more than doubled. However, no one Knknows the actual growth
rate of the African population. According to the African Caucus, "the isolation of
the African community has stifled entreprenuership and political clout."

Oyen Shakes Up
Central Texas

John Cornyn, MJ Hegar set to debate
in Austin on October 9th

BY PATRICK SVITEK | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn and his Democratic challenger, MJ Hegar, will debate
on Oct. 9. Credit: Miguel Gutierrez Jr. and Eddie Gaspar/The Texas Tribune

(TXT) - U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, and his
Democratic challenger, MJ Hegar, are set for their
first debate, though Hegar wants more and Cornyn
has said he is open to additional debates.

Nexstar Broadcasting announced Tuesday
morning that it would host the first debate Oct. 9
in Austin and broadcast it live on 15 stations across
the state. The one-hour event, which will be held
at the Bullock Texas State History Museum, will also
be shown live online.

Hegar, though, used the announcement of the
first debate to say she wants three total, each "tele-
vised statewide." She said she has agreed to the
Oct. 9 debate as well as two others: one in October
in Dallas, hosted by WFAA and airing on TEGNA sta-
tions statewide, and another in October, hosted by
Spectrum News and also with a statewide reach.

Early voting in the Nov. 3 general election
starts Oct. 13, four days after the first debate.

"We all know John Cornyn hasn’t had to face
the voters in some time, which is why Texans are
counting on him to buck up and participate in three

televised statewide debates ahead of the Novem-
ber 3rd election," Hegar said in a statement.

Cornyn said in an interview this month that
he would debate Hegar "at least once, and I'm
happy to do more." A Cornyn campaign spokesper-
son reiterated the sentiment in response to her
challenge Tuesday.

"Senator Cornyn has agreed to debate MJ Hegar,
and we look forward to considering other opportuni-
ties," the spokesperson, Travis Considine, said.

Their first debate will be moderated by Rob-
ert Hadlock and Sally Hernandez, news anchors for
KXAN in Austin, as well as Gromer Jeffers Jr., a Dal-
las Morning News political writer.

The public posturing over debates has been
much more muted than it was during the 2018 U.S.
Senate race, when Republican incumbent Ted Cruz
and Democratic opponent Beto O'Rourke spent
months wrangling over the details. They ultimately
agreed to three debates, though the second did not
work out due to the battle over Brett Kavanaugh's
confirmation to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Big Ten
changes
course,
aims for
October
start to
football
By Associated

Press Kevin Warren, Commissioner of the Big Ten Conference

(AP) - Big Ten is going to give fall football a
shot after all.

Less than five weeks after pushing football
and other fall sports to spring in the name of
player safety during the pandemic, the confer-
ence changed course Wednesday and said it
plans to begin its season the weekend of Oct.
24. Each team will have an eight-game sched-
ule.

The Big Ten said its Council of Presidents and
Chancellors voted unanimously Tuesday to re-
start sports. The emergence of daily rapid-re-
sponse COVID-19 testing, not available when uni-

versity presidents and chancellors decided to pull
the plug on the season, helped trigger a re-vote.

The Pac-12 recently announced a partner-
ship with a diagnostic lab that will give the
conference’s schools the capacity to test athletes
daily. The Big Ten believes it can do the same
and that it is a game-changer.

The move came amid sharp pressure from
coaches, a lawsuit from players and pressure
from parents and even President Donald Trump
pushing for a Big Ten football season. The con-
ference is home to a number of battleground
states in the November election.

The deadline to register to vote for the next election is
October 5.October 5.October 5.October 5.October 5.

For more information, goto:

https://tax-office.traviscountytx.gov/voters/registration
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR

PROPOSALS
JOERIS GENERAL
CONTRACTORS,

LTD.,
Joeris General Contractors
will be accepting competitive
Proposals from Subcontractors
and Suppliers for the:  New NE
Middle School 21-0002, until
2:00PM on Wed., 23 Sept. 2020.
Proposals will be received by
fax or email at
bidsAustin@joeri s.com. Your
proposal shall demonstrate the
Offeror’s ability to deliver the
“best value” to the Owner.
The project will be located at
4401 Tilley Street, Austin, TX
78723. The project consists of
a three story 130,000 sf new
middle school. Plans may be
reviewed at: Joeris Website -
www.joeris.com or at Joeris
General Contractors, 9211
Waterford Centre Blvd, Suite
150, Austin, TX 78758. O: (512)
920-0338; F: (512) 920-0339
Participation by S/M/W/DBE,
HUB and all other similar
firms is encouraged. Joeris
General Contractors is an
equal opportunity (EEO)
employer.

BalfourBeatty
Construction is

soliciting Minority and
Women-Owned

Business Ent- erprise
participation for the
Zaragoza Warehouse

City of Austin project.
Solicitation documents
are available at the link
below or at One Texas

Center, 505 Barton
Springs Road, 10th

Floor, Suite 1045-C-
Congress Room.https://

bbcus.egnyte.com/fl/
UslBuQpkvC

Contact: Valerie Woods
at 512-587-9523,

vwoods@balfourbeattyus.com
All Responses MUST

be received by: 9/23/20
at 3pm

Coronavirus test results vastly undercount
the extent of viral transmission

Continued from page 1

long as the test re-
sults and new cases
were reported fairly
close in time, the case
reported date was work-
ing as a metric,” he said.

Asked if the health
department had con-
cerns about the accu-
racy of the positivity rate
before August, Van
Deusen said, “We have
to go off of the data that
we have.”

The state said it will
begin releasing the posi-
tivity rate under both
the new and old meth-
ods later Monday.
Health officials said they
will publish a third posi-
tivity rate metric, which
is calculated based on
when lab results were
reported to a national
disease surveillance sys-
tem, NEDSS, which offi-
cials said would reduce
reporting lag time.

In its announce-
ment, the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health
Services said the new
calculations for the posi-
tivity rate will provide a
more accurate represen-
tation of coronavirus
transmission on any
given day. It said the
change was made after
technology improve-
ments last month im-
proved the
department’s ability to

use data from labs and
other testing sites. The
agency said that until
recently, it wasn’t able
to track test results by
the date they were ad-
ministered.

The state can now
process about 100,000
lab reports per day, offi-
cials said, compared
with about 45,000 per
day before August.

“As the COVID-19
pandemic evolves, so
must the data we share,”
Texas Department of
State Health Services
Commissioner John
Hellerstedt said in a pre-
pared statement. “Our
information must pro-
vide the clearest pos-
sible picture of what is
happening now and
what has occurred in the
past.”

Gov. Greg Abbott
has pointed to the posi-
tivity rate as one metric
that guides the state’s
response to the pan-
demic, helping
policymakers calibrate
the level of restrictions
placed on bars and res-
taurants, for example.
Abbott has previously
said that a rate above
10% would be consid-
ered a red flag. Accord-
ing to the state’s old cal-
culations, the rate regu-
larly exceeded that level
in late June, after Abbott
began allowing busi-
nesses to reopen in
phases in early May.

The department
did not immediately re-
spond to a question
about whether it agrees
with the governor ’s
threshold.

Health experts
have raised questions
about the value of the
old metric since it in-

cluded test results from
widely variable time pe-
riods, and they have
pointed out the limita-
tions of the state’s data.

“The numbers that
we see from the county
health departments or
the state health depart-
ment … they’re not use-
less, but they are highly
qualified and unreliable
in terms of studying the
trend,” Rajesh Nandy,
associate professor of
biostatistics and epide-
miology at the University
of North Texas Health
Science Center at Fort
Worth, has said.

Coronavirus test re-
sults vastly undercount
the extent of viral trans-
mission; researchers es-
timate that the true
number of coronavirus
cases could be more
than 10 times the num-
ber of positive tests. As
many as half of the
people who contract the
virus may never experi-
ence symptoms and may
not seek out testing.

Texas health offi-
cials said Monday that
the positivity rate is just
one of many metrics
that inform disease sur-
veillance. After a mid-
summer surge that over-
whelmed some Texas
hospitals, particularly in
South Texas, the state’s
number of coronavirus
hospitalizations has
fallen in August and Sep-
tember. Still, rates of vi-
ral spread and hospital-
izations are higher now
than they were before
Abbott began the
phased reopening of
businesses in May. More
than 14,000 Texans have
died from the virus, ac-
cording to the state’s ac-
counting.

Covid-19 mobile test site (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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