
INSIDE

RAPPIN’
Thomas Wyatt

T P A
T E X A S
P U B L I S H E R S
A S S O C I A T I O N

www.TheAustinVillager.com This paper can
be recycled

Vol. 48    No. 2                         Phone:  512-476-0082                          Email: vil3202@aol.com                          August 20, 2021

When I lost my
mother, I thought I would
never recover. I ques-
tioned, “How do I move on
from this?”

As time passed, my
wounds healed. I did re-
cover. Experiencing the
pain of her death was al-
most too much to bear. But
as the saying goes, “What-
ever doesn’t kill you,
makes you stronger.”

Now, I truly believe
that expression.

I am stronger. I must
be.

For, Monday, I lost
the greatest love I’ve ever
known. I lost my best
friend. I lost my reason for
being.

My daughter, my first
born child, is no longer
with us. She passed away
at 2:40pm at just 30 years
of age. My baby. I watched
her pass; just as I had
watched my mother pass.

But this time; the kick
in the gut was much harder.
Much more...austere.

And after several
days have passed, I still sit
here; brokenhearted.

There’s nothing
around me that doesn’t
remind me of her voice,
her beautiful smile, or her
gorgeous round face.

I cry non-stop; even
now.

But - I cry.
Ergo, I live.
“What ever doesn’t

kill you…”
And I would be re-

miss if I didn’t say, through
both of these tragic events,
I’ve had one constant star
over my horizon.

My father.
No, not my heavenly

father; but my father:
Mr. Tommie Wyatt.
Without his strength

in both of these trying
times, there is no way I
could have become the
man I am today. Not just a
man; but a man still stand-
ing.

And it is through him
that I feel our heavenly
father’s true Will, Grace,
and Might.

No matter what we
face here on earth, there is
no Dominion, Power, nor
Glory greater than his.

So, to my angels look-
ing down upon your son
and your daddy; don’t
worry about me. I will be
alright.

To all of you magnifi-
cent readers out there;
your strength is my
strength. And our strength
is HIS strength.

For, through HIM,
WE...will be alright.

BROKENHEARTED

ANGIE

Welcome to Texas,
Governor Corona
See ABBOTT
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R. Kelly labeled
a “predator”

by prosecutor
See TRIAL
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Schools invent
clever ways to
bypass Abbott
See CODE
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In Loving Memory of
Angela Dejuana Wyatt

(1991-2021)

To The Greatest Love I’ve Ever Known. Love Always, Daddy

KING-TEARS
MORTUARY, INC.
1300 EAST 12TH ST.

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78702
(512) 476-9128

FAMILY VISITATION
Alice Taylor-King

Chapel
Friday/August 27, 2021

3 pm - 4 pm

Friday/August 27, 2021
4 pm - 7 pm

FRIENDS VISITATION
Alice Taylor-King

Chapel

SERVICE
Alice Taylor-King

Chapel

SATURDAY
August 28, 2021

11 AM

GRAVESIDE
COOK-WALDEN
MEMORIAL HILL

SATURDAY
August 28, 2021

1 PM
(unofficial)

Special Thank You To

Services Information
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STUDENTS – JOIN THE IN CROWD
THE VILLAGER YOUTH BRIGADE

“Youth of Today, Hope for Tomorrow”
Application Deadline – Friday, August 27, 2021

Be a Reporter from YOUR school!
For more information, Call (512) 476-0082

The Villager Youth Brigade
4132 East 12th Street
Austin, Texas 78721

*No experience necessary * Include writing sample w/application*
*Maintain good grades * Write one story per week*

*Have a positive attitude * Stipend paid every two weeks*

Texas Supreme Court says House Democrats can be arrested and brought
to the Capitol, siding with Republicans trying to secure a quorum

BY JOSHUA FECHTER |

The Texas House Democrats held a press conference earlier this month alongside
U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Oregon, and grassroots organizers at the U.S. Capitol
in Washington, D.C. (Photo Credit: Shuran Huang for The Texas Tribune)

(TXT) - Texas House Democrats who refuse to
show up to the state Capitol in their bid to prevent
Republican lawmakers from passing a voting restric-
tions bill can be arrested and brought to the lower
chamber, the Texas Supreme Court ruled Tuesday.

The all-Republican court sided with Gov. Greg
Abbott and House Speaker Dade Phelan — and or-
dered a Travis County district judge to revoke his
temporary restraining order blocking the civil arrest
of Democratic lawmakers whose absences have
denied the chamber the number of present mem-
bers needed to move any legislation.

“The legal question before this Court concerns
only whether the Texas Constitution gives the House
of Representatives the authority to physically com-
pel the attendance of absent members,” Justice
Jimmy Blacklock wrote in the court’s opinion. “We
conclude that it does, and we therefore direct the
district court to withdraw the TRO.”

The state Supreme Court already has blocked
court rulings in Travis and Harris counties to shield
the quorum-busting Democrats from arrest — but
Tuesday’s ruling signified that it’s legal under the
state Constitution for House leaders to compel
members to be physically present in the House,
even if it means their arrest.

More than 50 House Democrats flew to Wash-
ington, D.C., in early July to block the Republican
elections bill — a wide-ranging piece of legislation
that, among other changes, would place restrictions
on mail-in ballots and give partisan poll watchers
greater access to polling sites.

Democrats and voting rights groups have
slammed the bill as a way for the state’s Republican
leaders to disenfranchise marginalized voters. Re-

publicans have cast the bill as necessary to improve
“election integrity” and reform the state’s voting
system.

Abbott
tests

positive for
COVID-19
breakthrough
infection
Mychael Schnell

MSN NEWS

(MSN) - Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott (R) tested
positive for COVID-19 on
Tuesday, his office an-
nounced.

The governor’s of-
fice said it got the posi-
tive result after Abbott,
who is fully vaccinated,
underwent his routine
daily testing. He is cur-
rently asymptomatic,
but is receiving
Regeneron’s mono-

clonal antibody treat-
ment, which is the same
regimen former Presi-
dent Trump was given
when he tested positive
COVID-19 in October.

“Governor Greg
Abbott today tested
positive for the COVID-
19 virus. The Governor
has been testing daily,
and today was the first
positive test result,” the
governor’s office said in

a statement.
“Governor Abbott

is fully vaccinated
against COVID-19, in
good health, and cur-
rently experiencing no
symptoms. Everyone
that the Governor has
been in close contact
with today has been no-
tified,” his office added.

Abbott will now
isolate in the governor’s
mansion. His office said
his wife, Cecilia Abbott,
has tested negative.

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) refers to
breakthrough cases as
fully vaccinated people
who test positive for
COVID-19. The agency
says on its website that
a “small percentage” of
people who are fully vac-
cinated ultimately test
positive for the virus.

Health experts
have emphasized that
breakthrough infections
are rare and usually
cause milder symptoms
or asymptomatic cases.

Additionally, offi-
cials have reported in
the past month that the

vast majority of recent
COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions and deaths are
among individuals who
are not vaccinated.

The news comes as
Texas is seeing a surge in
COVID-19 cases, driven
largely by the highly in-
fectious delta variant of
the coronavirus.

Abbott has consis-
tently stood against
mandating coronavirus
precautions in Texas.

He signed an execu-
tive order prohibiting
mask mandates in May,
which threatened to fine
individuals up to $1,000 if
they try to violate the or-
der by requiring face cov-
erings to be worn.

He issued another
executive order last
month that said indi-
viduals in Texas have
“have mastered the safe
practices that help to
prevent and avoid the
spread of COVID-19.”

“They have the in-
dividual right and re-
sponsibility to decide for
themselves and their
children whether they
will wear masks, open

their businesses, and
engage in leisure activi-
ties,” he added.

The executive or-
der, according to
Abbott’s office, was
meant to provide “clar-
ity and uniformity” for
the state’s COVID-19 re-
sponse.

A number of school
districts have
since defied Abbott’s
ban on mask mandates,
requiring staff, students
and visitors to wear face
coverings on district
properties.

Gov. Greg Abbott,
however, announced last
week that the Texas De-
partment of State Health
Services would be bring-
ing in out-of-state person-
nel to help with opera-
tions as COVID-19 cases
continued to surge.

He also sent a letter
to the Texas Hospital As-
sociation asking that
they voluntarily delay
elective medical proce-
dures that can be put off
without negatively af-
fecting patients in an ef-
fort to conserve hospital
space.
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1975 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:30 a.m. Join us in-person or live on YouTube.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRI_DgGJ4uc76wl_-L306Xg

   

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

My Name is Pauli Murray
on Netflix October 1

Edited by Naomi Richard
VILLAGER

Entertainment
Reporter

Brittney Cooper stars in MY NAME IS PAULI MURRAY. Photo courtesy
of Amazon Studios. [Inset photo] Movie poster of “My Name is Pauli
Murray”. Photo courtesy of Amazon Studios.

(VILLAGER) - Fif-
teen years before Rosa
Parks refused to surren-
der her bus seat, a full
decade before the U.S.
Supreme Court over-
turned separate-but-
equal legislation, Pauli
Murray was already
knee-deep fighting for
social justice. A pioneer-
ing attorney, activist,
priest and dedicated
memoirist, Murray
shaped landmark litiga-
tion and consciousness
around race and gender
equity.

As an African
American youth raised in
the segregated South
who was also wrestling
with broader notions of
gender identity, Pauli
understood what it was
to exist beyond previ-
ously accepted catego-
ries and cultural norms.
Both Pauli’s personal path
and tireless advocacy
foreshadowed some of
the most politically conse-
quential issues of our
time. Told largely in Pauli’s
own words, the upcom-
ing Netflix movie My
Name is Pauli Murray
scheduled for release on
October 1, is a candid re-
counting of that unique
and extraordinary jour-
ney.

Murray pushed
against the limits, both
the conventional and

strict legislation and the
narrow thinking around
issues of race and gen-
der equity.

A visionary, Pauli
understood that the
same arguments em-
ployed to assail Jim Crow
laws and other forms of
racial discrimination
could be made to attack
gender inequity and
consequently, these in-
sights became a profes-
sional signature. Confi-
dante to Eleanor
Roosevelt and inspira-
tion to Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg (who
cites Murray in her first
Supreme Court brief re-
garding the Equal Pro-
tection Clause), Pauli
frequently stood in close
proximity to power. Yet
the story of Pauli ’s
groundbreaking activ-
ism and influential
legacy has largely been
untold.

Directed by Julie
Cohen and Betsy West,
My Name is Pauli
Murray pulls back that
veil. This new documen-
tary vividly maps Pauli’s
journey from a segre-
gated childhood in

North Carolina to inte-
grating classrooms,
courtrooms and confer-
ences to sit alongside
with the world’s most
i n f l u e n t i a l
powerbrokers. Pauli ’s
course was not unen-
cumbered nor unchal-
lenged, yet Pauli used
the barriers to inform
the world and sharpen
the arguments.

Born in 1910 in Bal-
timore, Maryland, Pauli
was taken in at three
years old by the mater-
nal wing of the family
following the sudden
death of her mother.
Embraced by loving
grandparents and two
aunts (Pauline and Sa-
rah), Pauli exhibited a
proficiency in reading
and critical thinking
early on. She saw the
vast discrepancies in
conditions African
American families lived
in as compared to their
white counterparts. That
gulf of injustice settled
deep inside.

My Name is Pauli
Murray holds close to
Murray’s extraordinary
journey toward self…

the long months of De-
p r e s s i o n - e r a
vagabonding across
America as an androgy-
nous youth; the tumul-
tuous college and post-
graduate years, as an
ambitious intellectual
absorbed in books and
armed with a fiery type-
writer that allowed
words to travel to quar-
ters beyond physical
reach.

Rejected by the
University of North Caro-
lina for being black, and
arrested for refusing to
move to the back of a
bus, Pauli didn’t dodge
conflict, even if there
was no precedent or
model. Yet, there’s often
an excruciating price
paid for being “ahead of
one’s time.” Pauli might
have lived the first part
of life in the margins, but
that did not define her.
She felt confidently that
those narrow passage-
ways never had to be
accepted.

Mark your calen-
dars and plan to see this
remarkable yet un-
known life story debut-
ing October 1 on Netflix!

With The Dallas Cowboys
It’s Always Something

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist
(VILLAGER) - Ac-

knowledged as America’s
Team - although folks in
New England beg to dif-
fer - the Dallas Cowboys,
given that they’ve won a
total of four playoff games
since their last Super Bowl
appearance 25 years ago,
are overhyped, over-
matched and, most of all,
overrated.

Ask the Cowboys,
and they’ll tell you: “If
only.” Cowboys fans have
heard, “If only” so often,
it should be the team slo-
gan.

Last year, it was: “If
only Dak Prescott didn’t
get hurt.”

Who knows what
this year’s excuse will be?

After Prescott suf-
fered a horrific ankle in-
jury that made us cover
our eyes because his leg
went one way while his

ankle twisted in another
direction, they signed
Prescott to a record con-
tact - two years too late,
truth be told.

If the Cowboys had
signed Prescott earlier,
there would have been no
need to overpay him - the
same way they overpaid
Amari Cooper, DeMarcus
Lawrence, Jaylon Smith,
etc., etc., etc. Need I go on?

But that’s what
makes the Cowboys the
Cowboys. Everything is
bigger in Texas. Especially
contracts given to Cow-
boys players.

So now that the
Cowboys signed Dak and
his two playoff wins in five
seasons to a ground-
breaking deal, Dallas fans
have yet to see Dak in ac-
tion in preseason due to
a (wait for it) shoulder ail-
ment that has required
not one, but, two, MRIs.

In case you’re won-
dering, yes, it’s his right
(throwing) shoulder.

Apparently, Dak’s
ankle bone is connected to
his shoulder bone. So we’ll
just have to wait and see.

Geesh!

We’ve also been
told that Dak, who re-
sumed practicing this
week, is as good as new
and that’s there’s nothing
to see here. But given the
Cowpokes’ embarrassing
track record over the last
two decades, it’s hard to
take anything that owner
Jerry Jones says at face
value.

The Cowboys play in
the weakest division in
football - the NFC Least,
er, East. Regardless, they
should still be able to
stumble their way to the
division title - with or
without Prescott being
fully healthy - and host
the home playoff game
that goes with winning
the division.

From there, any-

thing is possible. A Super
Bowl maybe? Nineteen
different teams have ap-
peared in Super Bowls
since the Cowboys de-
feated Pittsburgh in Super
Bowl XXX, and includes
the likes of Atlanta (yikes),
Tennessee (snicker) and
Carolina (you’re kidding),
who have combined to
play in five Super Bowls
during that span. New
England leads the way
during that stretch with
10 Super Bowl appear-
ances resulting in six Su-
per Bowls wins.

We’ll just have to
keep our fingers crossed
and hope there are no
more “What ifs” to
dampen what looks like
another promising Cow-
boys’ season.

Photo by Christian
Petersen/Getty Images

Dak
Prescott
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‘We Neglected To Act’: Critics Slam Joe Biden
For Failure On Afghan Evacuations

Rowaida Abdelaziz
Reporter, HuffPost

(HUFFPOST) - Refu-
gee groups and Demo-
crats are blasting Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s admin-
istration for its handling
of evacuations from Af-
ghanistan, and for not
moving more quickly to
help refugees and other
vulnerable groups as
Taliban takeover
seemed imminent.

Afghanistan’s capi-
tal, Kabul, plunged into
chaos this week as the
Taliban seized control of
the city. The last American
troops were set to leave
the country in the coming
weeks, in what was sup-
posed to be the end of a
20-year war. Disturbing
photos circulated online
Monday show Afghan
civilians and families
clinging to a U.S. military
plane as it took off, with
some falling to their
deaths. Another image
showed more than 600
Afghans packed on a
flight to the U.S.

“We appreciate the
efforts the administra-
tion is undertaking to
ensure the safety and
security of those cur-
rently in Afghanistan but
our government needs
to go farther and work
faster,” Rep. Pramila
Jayapal (D-Wash.), the
chair of the Congres-
sional Progressive Cau-
cus, said Tuesday in a
statement. “The United
States must ensure refu-
gee processing moves
forward without bureau-
cratic delay, and with
special allowances rec-
ognizing the difficulty for

A U.S. soldier points his gun toward an Afghan passenger at the Kabul airport on Aug. 16.
(WAKIL KOHSAR/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES)

people to leave Afghani-
stan.”

Jayapal also called
for the State Depart-
ment to expedite Special
Immigrant Visas, expand
Temporary Protected
Status - a short-term
designation given to eli-
gible nationals from
countries affected by
armed conflict or natu-
ral disaster - and in-
crease humanitarian aid
for civilians who fled and
are without shelter, food
and medicine.

There are currently
more than 17,000 Af-
ghan nationals — as well
as an estimated 53,000
of their family members
— awaiting visa approval
through the Special Im-
migrant Visas (SIV) pro-
gram, which allows
people who worked as
translators and inter-
preters for the U.S. mili-
tary or NATO in Iraq and
Afghanistan to come to
the U.S.

A backlog has long
plagued the program,
and the average pro-
cessing time per visa is
800 days. Many appli-
cants have waited years
for their visas. In the
months prior to with-

drawing troops, Demo-
crats and refugee groups
alike have called on the
Biden administration to
act faster to prevent the
kind of chaos currently
unfolding in Afghani-
stan.

More than 700 SIV
applicants have been
evacuated from Afghani-
stan in the past 48 hours,
Department of Defense
official Army Maj. Gen.
Hank Taylor said Mon-
day in a press briefing. A
total of about 2,000 of
these applicant are now
in the U.S.

A State Depart-
ment spokesperson told
HuffPost that the agency
continues “to pursue all
options to relocate inter-
ested and qualified Af-
ghan SIV applicants and
their immediate fami-
lies, as well as vulnerable
Afghans.”

Many have said
those numbers are just
a small fraction of those
who urgently need to
get out of Afghanistan.
Refugee groups are frus-
trated with the lack of
transparency coming
from government offi-
cials.

“To be quite can-

did, this situation abso-
lutely could have and
should have been
avoided,” said Krish
O’Mara Vignarajah, the
president and CEO of the
Lutheran Immigration
and Refugee Service
(LIRS). “We had been
advocating for a full-
scale evacuation of our
allies and their families
for months now. It was
clear to anyone with
passing familiarity of the
bureaucratic maze that
is the Special Immigrant
Visa process, it wasn’t
going to be agile enough
to respond to the need.”

“We fought side by
side for 20 years —
surely, we can leave side
by side,” she said. “No
matter your feelings on
the war, the undeniable
truth is that we had both
the means and the time
to save those in danger,
and yet, we neglected to
act in any meaningful
way.”

Lutheran Social Ser-
vices has since put out a
call for volunteers in the
D.C. area to assist with
resettlement efforts, in-
cluding providing trans-
portation, home furnish-
ings and financial contri-

butions to arriving fami-
lies.

Pentagon officials
said thousands of refu-
gees could potentially
arrive in states such as
Texas and Wisconsin in
the coming weeks.

Mark Finney, the ex-
ecutive director at the
nonprofit group World
Relief Spokane, flew
across the country to Vir-
ginia over the weekend to
help process SIV applica-
tions. But he said it’s not
clear how many refugees
are actually expected to
arrive immediately.

“We were antici-
pating that starting yes-
terday, there would be
at least one flight a day,
with several 100 people
on each flight directly
from Afghanistan,”
Finney said. “We’re hop-
ing that flights can re-
sume, but there’s a lot of
uncertainty.”

A bipartisan group
of senators on Tuesday
wrote a public letter to
Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and
Homeland Security Sec-
retary Alejandro
Mayorkas, urging them
to create a humanitarian
parole category specifi-

cally for women leaders,
human rights activists,
journalists and other vul-
nerable Afghans, which
would allow for faster
relocation to the U.S.

“We and our staff
are receiving regular re-
ports regarding the tar-
geting, threatening, kid-
napping, torturing, and
assassinations of
women for their work
defending and promot-
ing democracy, equality,
higher education, and
human rights,” said the
letter.

Biden doubled
down on his decision to
withdraw troops in a
speech on Monday, al-
though he acknowl-
edged that the Taliban
takeover “did unfold
more quickly than we
had anticipated.”

“The past couple of
days has been really con-
cerning and very frus-
trating for us - frustrat-
ing in the sense that
there’s a lot of rapid
movements that we
need to be planning for,”
said Manoj Govindaiah,
the director of policy
and government affairs
at the Refugee and Im-
migrant Center for Edu-
cational and Legal Ser-
vices (RAICES), which
has resettled more than
600 Afghan refugees
since 2017.

Govindaiah criti-
cized the current and
previous administration
for not prioritizing the
most vulnerable popula-
tions in a timely fashion.
Asylum-seekers, refu-
gees and other groups of
Afghan civilians — not
just people applying for
SIVs — are in dangerous
situations.

“We really need to
be looking much more
long-term and looking at
legislation that can at-
tempt to address this cri-
sis that the United States
very much contributed
to, if not caused out-
right,” Govindaiah said.

AARP
Report

Puts
Spotlight

on
‘Consumer

Fraud in
America:
The Black
Experience’

By Stacy M. Brown,
NNPA Newswire
Senior National
Correspondent

@StacyBrownMedia

(NNPA) - Black
adults most often en-
counter the government
imposter, lottery, and
work-from-home scams,
according to a new AARP
report: “Consumer Fraud
in America: The Black Ex-
perience.”

The report authors
wrote that for both fake
job postings and ro-
mance scams, Black
adults far outrank White
and other racial groups
but are on par with
Latino adults.

Black and White –
and other racial groups –
adults rank being tar-
geted by immigration
scams the lowest.

Further, Black
adults under age 30 are
most likely to report be-
ing targeted by a scam as
nearly 1 in 5 between the
ages of 18 and 29 report
being targeted by a gov-
ernment impostor or
mortgage scam.

The report revealed

that the rank of awareness
of scams differs by race.

Compared to White
and other racial groups
or Latino adults, Black
adults reported higher
awareness of fake job
postings, Covid-19 stimu-
lus payment, work-from-
home, tax preparation,
and Black Lives Matter
scams.

They also reported
lower awareness of util-
ity, grandparent, immi-
gration, and business
coaching scams.

Incidence of scam
awareness also varied
significantly by racial
groups in the report.

Black adults re-
ported lower awareness
of utility, grandparent,
and immigration scams
than one or both of the
other racial groups.

AARP commissioned
Precision Market Re-
search, Latino Decisions,
and the African American
Research Collaborative to

conduct the study, where
2,808 American adults
participated.

The study focused
on Black and Latino
adults.

The researchers
concluded that education
is critical in helping con-
sumers spot and avoid
scams.

However, the sur-
vey indicated that Educa-
tional efforts about
scams and fraud might
underserve black adults
compared with White
and other racial groups.

According to the re-
port, Black older adults,
less affluent, and female,
are less aware of scams,
putting them at higher
risk of experiencing a
scam.

Black adults who
are men attained a
bachelor’s degree and re-
ported annual incomes
of $100,000 or more in-
dicate a greater inci-
dence of losing money to

a scam, the report con-
tinued.

Compared with
White and other racial
groups, Black adults are
less likely to have
robocall protection or
have posted their phone
numbers to the National
Do Not Call Registry;
these protections are de-
signed to reduce fraud
susceptibility.

In addition to the di-
rect economic conse-
quences associated with
scams, the survey identi-
fies physical and emo-
tional health conse-
quences that Black adults
suffer after a scam expe-
rience.

“Exposure to scams
– being targeted and, or
a victim – among Black
adults was on par with
other racial groups, with
about one-quarter re-
porting being a target of
two or more scams,” the
AARP researchers wrote.

“A similar trend ex-

ists among those who re-
port being a victim of a
scam, which represents
about 1 in 5 adults within
each racial group.”

The organization re-
ported a troubling trend
across all racial groups:
more than half of those
victimized were victims
more than once.

“The proliferation
of financial fraud in the
form of scams is undeni-
able,” AARP officials
wrote on the
organization’s website.

“Federal data show
the highest ever year-
over-year rise in fraud re-
ports between 2019 and
2020, and we know that
scams are severely un-
der-reported.

“We also know that
when consumers are
aware of specific scams,
they are far less likely to
engage with them, and
far less likely still to lose
money or sensitive infor-
mation.”
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Data of more than
40 million exposed in

T-Mobile breach
Associated Press NEWS

NEW YORK (AP) — The names, Social Security
numbers and information from driver’s licenses or
other identification of just over 40 million former
and prospective customers that applied for T-Mo-
bile credit were exposed in a recent data breach,
the company said Wednesday.

The same data for about 7.8 million current T-
Mobile postpaid customers appears to be compro-
mised. No phone numbers, account numbers, PINs,
passwords, or financial information from the nearly
50 million records and accounts were compromised,
it said.

T-Mobile also confirmed that approximately
850,000 active T-Mobile prepaid customer names,
phone numbers and account PINs were exposed.
The company said that it proactively reset all of the
PINs on those accounts. No Metro by T-Mobile,
former Sprint prepaid, or Boost customers had their
names or PINs exposed.

There was also some additional information
from inactive prepaid accounts accessed through
prepaid billing files. T-Mobile said that no customer
financial information, credit card information, debit
or other payment information or Social Security
numbers were in the inactive file.

The announcement comes two days after T-
Mobile said that it was investigating a leak of its data
after someone took to an online forum offering to
sell the personal information of cellphone users.

The company said Monday that it had con-
firmed there was unauthorized access to “some T-
Mobile data” and that it had closed the entry point
used to gain access.

The company said that it will immediately of-
fer two years of free identity protection services and
is recommending that all of its postpaid customers
change their PIN. Its investigation is ongoing.

T-Mobile, which is based in Bellevue, Washing-
ton, became one of the country’s largest cellphone
service carriers, along with AT&T and Verizon, after
buying rival Sprint.

T-Mobile has previously disclosed a number of
data breaches over the years, including in Nov. 2019
and Aug. 2018, both of which involved unauthorized
access to customer information. In 2015, hackers
stole personal information belonging to about 15
million T-Mobile wireless customers and potential
customers in the U.S., which they obtained from
credit reporting agency Experian.

(The GRIO) - A complaint issued last week by
an office of the National Labor Relations Board al-
leges that a worker at Home Depot was forced to
quit after he wore the slogan “Black Lives Matter”
on his work apron.

The complaint, which was filed on Thursday,
alleges that the home retail giant engaged in coer-
cive statements and concerted activities, including
retaliation, discharge, discipline, as well as coercive
rules and coercive actions against the unnamed
employee. The incidents occurred at a Minneapolis
store, however, the exact time frame has not been
disclosed.

According to The New York Times, the com-
pany told the employee to stop wearing the logo or
leave sometime this year. When he refused, he was
suspended. The company reiterated its demand that
the employee stop wearing the logo or quit.

Minneapolis was the site of extensive racial
unrest in 2020 after the police murder of George
Floyd by former Minneapolis Police officer Derek
Chauvin. That summer, Home Depot released a
statement denouncing Floyd’s death, writing, “We
are all confronting deep pain and anguish over the
senseless killing of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery,
and other unarmed Black men and women in our
country.”

“We cannot ignore that their deaths are part
of a pattern of racism and reflect the harsh reality
that as a nation we are much too far from fulfilling
the promise of equal justice for all,” it continued.
“We must stand with all who are committed to
change that will bring us closer to realizing an end
to discrimination and hatred.”

The company committed $1 million to the Law-
yers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, which
works to secure civil rights and equal justice for all.

According to a statement from the NLRB’s Min-
neapolis office, the employee wore the “Black Lives
Matter” slogan and spoke to other Home Depot em-
ployees and managers at the store about racial ha-
rassment there — all of which is covered by the
National Labor Relations Act.

“Issues of racial harassment directly impact the
working conditions of employees,” noted Jennifer
Hadsall, Region 18 regional director. “The NLRA pro-
tects employees’ rights to raise these issues with
the goal of improving their working conditions. It is
this important right we seek to protect in this case.”

Home Depot has released a statement via
email to The New York Times saying that the facts
in the case were misrepresented by the labor board.
Sara Gorman, a spokeswoman for the company,
said, “The Home Depot does not tolerate workplace
harassment of any kind and takes all reports of dis-
crimination or harassment seriously, as we did in
this case.”

Home Depot forced
employee wearing

Black Lives Matter
slogan to quit: report

by Biba Adams
 THE GRIO

Years in the making,
R Kelly sex abuse trial

gets underway
By TOM HAYS | Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — A prosecutor described sex
abuse claims against R&B star R. Kelly Wednesday,
saying the long-anticipated trial now underway was
“about a predator” who used his fame to entice
girls, boys and young women before dominating and
controlling them physically, sexually and psychologi-
cally.

“This case is not about a celebrity who likes to
party a lot,” Assistant U.S. Attorney Maria Cruz
Melendez told the Brooklyn jury as she explained
the evidence to be revealed at his federal trial.

“This case is about a predator,” she said.
She said he invited children and women to join

him after shows by distributing backstage passes.
Once he had them alone, Melendez said, he

“dominated and controlled them physically, sexu-
ally and psychologically.”

The prosecutor said Kelly would often record
sex acts with minors as he controlled a racketeer-
ing enterprise of individuals who were loyal and
devoted to him, eager to “fulfill each and everyone
one of the defendant’s wishes and demands.”

“What his success and popularity brought him
was access, access to girls, boys and young women,”
she said.

A lawyer for Kelly was expected to deliver an
opening statement after Melendez completed hers.

The openings came more than a decade after
Kelly was acquitted in a 2008 child pornography case
in Chicago. It was a reprieve that allowed his music
career to continue until the #MeToo era caught up
with him, emboldening alleged victims to come for-
ward.

The women’s stories got wide exposure with
the Lifetime documentary “Surviving R. Kelly.” The
series explored how an entourage of supporters
protected Kelly and silenced his victims for decades,
foreshadowing a federal racketeering conspiracy
case that landed in Kelly in jail in 2019.

Prosecutors in Brooklyn have lined up multiple
female accusers — mostly referred to in court as
“Jane Does” — and cooperating former associates
who have never spoken publicly before about their
experiences with Kelly.

They’re expected to offer testimony about how
Kelly’s managers, bodyguards and other employees
helped him recruit women and girls — and some-
times boys — for sexual exploitation. They say the
group selected victims at concerts and other ven-
ues and arranged for them to travel to see Kelly in
the New York City area and elsewhere, in violation
of the Mann Act, the 1910 law that made it illegal
to “transport any woman or girl” across state lines
“for any immoral purpose.”

When the women and girls arrived at their
lodgings, a member of Kelly’s entourage would set
down rules about not speaking to each other, how
they should dress and how they needed permission
from Kelly before eating or going to the bathroom,
prosecutors say. Also, they allegedly were required
to call him “Daddy.”

Defense lawyers have countered by saying
Kelly’s alleged victims were groupies who turned
up at his shows and made it known they “were dy-
ing to be with him.” The women only started accus-
ing him of abuse years later when public sentiment
shifted against him, they said.

Kelly, 54, is perhaps best known for his smash
hit “I Believe I Can Fly,” a 1996 song that became an
inspirational anthem played at school graduations,
weddings, advertisements and elsewhere.

An anonymous jury made up of seven men and
five women was sworn in to hear the case. The trial,
coming after several delays due mostly to the pan-
demic, unfolds under coronavirus precautions re-
stricting the press and the public to overflow court-
rooms with video feeds.

The New York case is only part of the legal peril
facing the singer, born Robert Sylvester Kelly. He also
has pleaded not guilty to sex-related charges in Illi-
nois and Minnesota.

R. Kelly
(AP Photo/Amr Alfiky, file)

Muhammad Ali’s
grandson Nico Ali Walsh
wins first boxing match

by Biba Adams | THE GRIO

(The GRIO) - Nico Ali
Walsh, the grandson of leg-
endary boxer Muhammad
Ali, wore a pair of his
grandfather’s boxing
shorts for his professional
boxing debut on Saturday
night.

The middleweight
bested Jordan Weeks with
a first-round TKO in their
fight at the Hard Rock Ho-
tel & Casino Tulsa in
Catoosa, Oklahoma.

The 21-year-old is the
son of author Rasheda Ali,
who is Muhammad Ali’s
daughter, and chef Bob
Walsh.

“This lived up com-
pletely to my expecta-
tions,” Ali Walsh said after
Saturday’s victory. “This is
something I only dreamed
of. It’s been an emotional
journey this whole ride,
these last couple months.”

He added, “Obvi-
ously, my grandfather, I’ve

been thinking about him so
much. I miss him, and it’s
just an emotional journey.”

Bob Arum, the
founder of Top Rank Box-
ing and early Muhammad
Ali supporter, celebrated
Ali Walsh’s accomplish-
ments on Twitter, writing,
“What a magical night for
this young man. His grand-
father would have been so
proud of the way he’s hon-
oring him in his own way.
We at Top Rank are look-
ing forward to leading him
on his professional jour-
ney.”

The fight was held in
front of an enthusiastic
Oklahoma crowd that in-
cluded Ali Walsh’s godfa-
ther, Public Enemy icon
Flavor Flav.

Muhammad Ali died
in June 2016 after a
lengthy battle with
Parkinson’s disease.

The young boxer’s

mother, motivational
speaker Rasheda Ali, wrote
I’ll Hold Your Hand So You
Won’t Fall: A Child’s Guide
to Parkinson’s Disease, a
book inspired by her chil-
dren and her father.

His aunt, Laila Ali, has
been heralded as the most
successful female boxer in
the history of women’s
boxing. The mother of two
is also a fitness and
wellness advocate, TV
host, home chef and
founder of the Laila Ali
lifestyle brand.

In a moving weekend
post on Instagram, Ali
Walsh wrote,
“Alhamdulillah for the vic-
tory! I’m blessed and hon-
ored to say that I continued
history tonight. Thank you
from the bottom of my
heart to everyone that
supported me!”

He noted, “I brought
my grandfather in the ring
with me by wearing his

shorts for the first and fi-
nal time as a professional
fighter. I’m more than
proud to say: The Legacy
Continues…”

In an interview ear-
lier this week with The
New York Times, Ali Walsh
said he has never been
able to “escape” his grand-
father and his lasting
legacy.

“I’m starting to em-
brace it,” he maintained.
“It’s very hard to do, but
you have to embrace the
legacy, no matter what it is.
Everybody becomes stron-
ger when they embrace
what they’re destined to
do.”

Walsh
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by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | THE VILLAGER

Judge Jeffers
Announces Run

for Travis County
Court at Law # 5

Sam, Judge Tanisha Jeffers, and Nelson Linder

(VILLAGER) - Just recently, Judge Jeffers held a
kick off campaign for the County Court At Law # 5.
County Court At Law # 5 is a criminal Court that ser-
vices the entire Travis County.

According to Jeffers, “I see, in every case in my
courtroom, a chance to hear the people’s stories.
Therefore, I want to improve Travis County resident
trust in the court system; especially communities
of color.”

Jeffers says she is running because there “is a
need to have a judge who will seek to rehabilitate
offenders who suffer from drug addiction and men-
tal health issues; not just place them in overcrowded
jails.” Jeffers wants to implement a “diversionary
court” for first time offenders.

As being the only African American woman in
this race, Jeffers’ campaign has made it a priority to
include communities of colors. During the campaign
trail, she has repeatedly met with leaders of the
African Diaspora communities in Travis County.
Moreover, Jeffers believe it is important to inform
and get all communities involved in the voting pro-
cess.

Jurisdiction Fight
Over COVID 19

Restrictions.
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon | THE VILLAGER

(VILLAGER) - In the past weeks, there has been
an increase of COVID-19 cases in Travis County.  In
the city of Austin, officials have raised the alert to 5
which is the highest alert due to the fast-rising cases.
Moreover, the rising cases has caused a rise of hos-
pitalization which has placed a limitation on hospi-
tal beds. As a result, local elected Travis County ju-
risdictions, such as Travis County Commissioner
Court and other school districts, have placed cer-
tain COVID-19 implementations.

As COVID-19 surges, some local jurisdictions
want to implement methods to decrease the curves.
Some COVID-19 enforcements include social dis-
tancing and wearing facemask.  However, Texas
Governor Abbott, for political reasons, has chosen
to take these various jurisdictions, who places
COVID19 enforcements methods, to court.

Consequently, Texas Governor Abbott has
taken these cases before the Texas Supreme Court.
The Texas Supreme Court has temporarily blocked
rulings from two lower courts in Dallas and San
Antonio that gave local officials cover to defy Gov.
Greg Abbott’s order that outlawed mask mandates.
However, Travis County Judge Andy Brown states,
“the mask mandate in Travis County is still in ef-
fect.”

Travis County Judge Andy Brown (Michael Minasi/KUT)

Biden Administration Recommends
COVID-19 Boosters; Effort to begin Sept. 20

BY NATHANIEL WEIXEL
THE HILL

(THE HILL) -  The
Biden administration is
recommending booster
does for most Americans
who received a
coronavirus vaccine will
in order to combat wan-
ing immunity and the
prevalence of the delta
variant.

In a joint statement
Wednesday, top admin-
istration health officials
said people would need
boosters beginning eight
months after the second
dose of either a Pfizer-
BioNTech or Moderna
vaccine.

The officials in-
clude: Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention Director Roch-
elle Walensky; National
Institutes of Health Di-
rector Francis Collins;
National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Dis-
eases Director Anthony
Fauci; Surgeon General
Vivek Murthy, and acting
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration Commissioner
Janet Woodcock.

“The available data

Dr. Amthony Fauci (right) giving a press briefing at the White House. © Getty Images

make very clear that pro-
tection against SARS-
CoV-2 infection begins to
decrease over time fol-
lowing the initial doses
of vaccination, and in
association with the
dominance of the Delta
variant, we are starting
to see evidence of re-
duced protection
against mild and moder-
ate disease,” the officials
said.

Administration of
the boosters will begin
Sept. 20. At that time,
the individuals who
were fully vaccinated
earliest in the vaccina-
tion rollout, including
many health care pro-
viders, nursing home
residents, and other se-
niors, will likely be eli-
gible for a booster, the
officials said.

Booster doses will
also be delivered directly
to residents of long-term
care facilities.

“Based on our lat-
est assessment, the cur-
rent protection against
severe disease, hospital-
ization, and death could
diminish in the months
ahead, especially among
those who are at higher
risk or were vaccinated
during the earlier phases
of the vaccination
rollout. For that reason,
we conclude that a
booster shot will be
needed to maximize vac-
cine-induced protection
and prolong its durabil-
ity,” officials said.

The move is sub-
ject to an independent
evaluation by the FDA
to determine the safety
and effectiveness of a

third dose of the Pfizer
and Moderna mRNA
vaccines and CDC’s Ad-
visory Committee on
Immunization Practices
(ACIP) issuing booster
dose recommendations
“based on a thorough
review of the evi-
dence.”

Officials said they
anticipate booster shots
will likely be needed for
people who received the
Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine, but they are still
examining the evidence,
with more data ex-
pected in the coming
weeks

Administration of
the J&J vaccine did not
begin in the U.S. until
March, so boosters
wouldn’t be needed un-
til November at the ear-
liest.

Texas school district makes masks part of
dress code; circumventing Gov. Abbott’s order

By Phil Helsel
NBC NEWS
(NBC NEWS) - A

small Texas school dis-
trict has made facial cov-
erings part of its dress
code, in a bid to get
around Gov. Greg
Abbott’s executive order
banning mask man-
dates.

The board of the
Paris Independent
School District, which
has about 4,000 stu-
dents, said in a state-
ment Tuesday that the
governor’s order does
not usurp its ability to
manage schools.

“The Board be-
lieves the dress code can
be used to mitigate com-
municable health issues,
and therefore has
amended the PISD dress
code to protect our stu-
dents and employees,”
the district said.

The measure —
which read “For health
reasons, masks are re-
quired for all employees
and students to mitigate
flu, cold, pandemic, and
any other communi-
cable diseases” — will
be revisited at every
monthly trustee meet-
ing and could be
changed later, The Paris
News newspaper re-
ported.

A group of elementary students wait to have their temperatures checked before
entering school. (Allison Shelley/Photo By Allison Shelley For Ame)

The vote was 5-1 to
alter the dress code in
the district, which will
welcome back students
on Thursday.

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention recommended
last month that all stu-
dents in kindergarten
through 12th grade wear
masks when they return
to classrooms, even
those who have already
been vaccinated.

The vote came the
same day that Abbott’s
office announced that
the governor had tested
positive for Covid-19.
Abbott is fully vacci-
nated, his office said.

The move from the
school district based in
the northeast Texas
town of Paris comes as
some districts in the
state are attempting to
require masks amid a
Covid-19 surge and de-
spite the governor’s or-
der.

Driven by the more

transmissible delta vari-
ant, Texas has seen an
increase in Covid-19
cases that has raised
alarms. The state has re-
quested five mortuary
trailers from the federal
government to store
bodies. Abbott has also
asked hospitals to delay
some procedures to free
up beds for coronavirus
patients.

Abbott, a Republi-
can, has fought mask
mandates and issued an
executive order to bar
local officials from im-
posing them. Some
school districts did so
anyway.

Abbott’s executive
order is being chal-
lenged in court. A dis-
ability rights group filed
a federal lawsuit Tues-
day.

Disability Rights
Texas says some stu-
dents with disabilities
have conditions that put
them at greater risk of
Covid-19 and prohibiting

safety measures is a bar-
rier to education be-
cause those students re-
quire in-person instruc-
tion and the spread of
the delta variant could
derail those plans.

On Sunday, the
Texas Supreme Court
blocked mask rules in
Dallas and Bexar coun-
ties. The high court’s or-
ders are temporary
pending a court hearing.

Abbott has sought
to portray his stance as
protecting the freedoms
of Texans. “The path for-
ward relies on personal
responsibility — not gov-
ernment mandates,” the
governor said earlier this
month.

Some other Repub-
lican governors or legis-
latures across the United
States have also banned
or sought to ban mask
requirements.



SCOOT OVER! 
With 5,000+ miles of roads, 
alleys, sidewalks, and trails, the 
City needs your help keeping 
our public right of way free of 
obstacles, including scooters, 
waste bins, vehicles, and more. 

Learn more at austintexas.gov/
cleartherow
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On August 31, 2021, at 9 A.M., in the Travis County
Commissioners Courtroom on the 1st floor at 700
Lavaca Street, the Travis County Commissioners
will receive public comment on the Travis County
District Clerk’s Records Management Plan for Fis-
cal Year 2022, which includes the DISTRICT
COURTS RECORDS TECHNOLOGY FUND
(FUND 139) and RECORDS MANAGEMENT
AND PRESERVATION FUND (FUND 127).
To review a copy of the Plan before the hearing,
contact Laura Jimenez of the Travis County Dis-
trict Clerk's Office at (512) 854-9737.

AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE (ACC) DISTRICT
 is requesting qualified firm(s) to submit Requests for

Qualifications for the purposes of selecting a respondent
to provide Geotechnical and Material Testing Services for

the following solicitation.
•Request for Qualification(RFQ):

#925-210211-00-S-GP-RFQ
All responses must be submitted to the Buyer of Record by
no later than on Friday, September 3, 2021 by 3:00 p.m.,
Central Standard Time (CST). See solicitation documents for
details.Solicitation documents are available on the ACC
website at http://www.austincc.edu/offices/purchasing/
advertised-solicitations, or at the P2P Office with seventy-
two (72) hours advance notice at (512) 223-1300 between
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
All responses must be electronically received by the Buyer
of Record, by the date and time indicated above.
Pre-Proposal Conference is scheduled for Tuesday, August
24, 2021 at 1:30p.m., CST, to be held via Zoom. See
solicitation documents for details.

Flintco, LLC is requesting proposals for the
construction of the COA - ABIA AUS Cargo Devel-
opment.  The work consists of supplying & erecting
approximately 90,000 SF pre-engineered metal
building with interior finish out.

Proposals will be due on 08/24/2021 at 2:00
PM by email to AUSBids@flintco.com, via
SmartBidNet.com, fax at (512) 822-7500, or hand
delivery to the Austin office of Flintco, LLC located
at 317 Grace Ln., Suite 150, Austin, TX  78746.

Please contact Shannon Brunner
(Shannon.brunner@flintco.com) for bid invitations
via email or (512) 822-7468.

Flintco, LLC is an EEO Employer and all HUB,
Minority and Small Local Business Subcontractors
are encouraged to bid.

AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE (ACC)
DISTRICT is requesting sealed bids from qualified
firms for the purposes of selecting a respondent to
provide an Online Tutoring Platform for the follow-
ing solicitation.

• Request for Qualification; Indefinite Delivery-
Indefinite Quantity (ID-IQ) No. 911-22-0241-00-S-M

 All bids must be submitted to the Procure to Pay
(P2P) Department buyer of record by no later than on
Thursday, September 2, 2021, 12:00 p.m. Central Stan-
dard Time (CST).  Solicitation documents are avail-
able on the ACC website at: http://www.austincc.edu/
offices/purchasing/advertised-solicitations.   All re-
sponses must be emailed to the buyer of record, by
the date and time indicated above and annotated in
the solicitation.   Notice: ACC Business Offices and
campus locations are currently closed to the public
due to the ongoing COVID-19 situation. However,
the Business Services Office Staff are working re-
motely TO facilitate the needs of its customers.

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Sat, Sep 4 vs (19) La Lafayette
Sat, Sep 11 @ Arkansas
Sat, Sep 18 vs Rice
Sat, Sep 25 vs Texas Tech
Sat, Oct 2 @ TCU
Sat, Oct 9 vs (6) Oklahoma
Sat, Oct 16 vs (21) Oklahoma
St.
Bye Week
Sat, Oct 30 @ Baylor
Sat, Nov 6 @ (10) Iowa St.
Sat, Nov 13 vs Kansas
Sat, Nov 20 @ West Virginia
Fri, Nov 26 vs Kansas St.

TEXAS
LONGHORNS

FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE

Point of Care Health Services will
be out on Tuesdays in the parking
lot of Country Boyz Fixins from
8:00 am to 1:00 pm. No cost for
almost all patients. Both,
appointments and walk-up COVID
testing, as well as vaccination
services will be offered. For more
information, please visit us at:

www.pochealthservices.com

We
Want
YOU!

Advertise
With
The

VILLAGER

Texas NAACP Unanimously
opposes Governer Abbott

(AUSTIN, TX) - The Texas NAACP has unanimously
voted to oppose recent actions by our Governor and
Commissioner of Education. President Gary Bledsoe said
that the State NAACP took the unusual step of encour-
aging opposition to state adopted policies and even liti-
gation against them because these aren’t just mistakes
that might hinder Texans, they are deadly mistakes that
can lead to many people needlessly dying. State Health
Chair Carol Moore said that “the Governor’s actions in
reference to masking by citizens in general or just those
in the public schools are an affront to science.” Bledsoe
said that “the Governor has previously talked about the
sanctity of life and maybe he can be shown how this
decision disregards and even makes a mockery of that
sanctity.  State NAACP Secretary Ericka Cain said our
votes encompassed opposing the Governor’s orders that
limit public officials from using masking as a legitimate
means of fighting the spread of the coronavirus includ-
ing the Delta strain, and an opposition to rules laid out
by the Commissioner of

Education.” Bledsoe said the membership felt it was
important to take action on these important issues and
units such as Dallas and Houston have been working on
these issues for some time. State Education Chair Phyllis
Jones said that the other matter voted upon was to op-
pose the Commissioner of Education’s decision to make

rules that “permit school districts not to disclose to oth-
ers in a classroom or school that a positive coronavirus
test was found in their school, that if one is found there
is no obligation to do contact tracing and thirdly even if
there is contact tracing and an individual has been ex-
posed the parents have a right to send them to school
without disclosing this fact to

others.” Cain noted that the votes encouraged
school districts to oppose the order, and Moore added
that such rules by the Commissioner will only lead to
needless death. Bledsoe said he is heartened by the vigi-
lance of our members such as Arlington Branch Presi-
dent and State Vice President Alisa Simmons, Education
Chair Phyllis Jones, Health Chair Carol Moore and State
Secretary and National Board Member Ericka Cain, along
with the Dallas and Houston Branches, for their efforts
in bringing important attention to these matters. Bledsoe
further noted that in light of some dictum in recent cases,
some school districts are surveying parents to determine
their level of fear about these            decisions and having
their children being in the classroom with infected indi-
viduals without the protection of masks and he truly
encourages such action. Bledsoe said that Vice-President
Simmons has already reached out to members of School
Boards and the State Board of Education to register our
opposition to these very harmful orders and policies.
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Apply at, HR 5930 Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752

http://www/austincc.edu EEO/AA/M/F/D/V
New Jobs for the Week of 08/15/21

Regional Director, Financial Aid
Campus Operations/Outreach

Rio Grande
Job 2108033

Technician, Senior, Heating Ventilation
& Air-Conditioning Service Center

 Job 2108032
Technician, Preventative Maintenance/

Filter Service Center
 Job 2108031

Technician, Heating Ventilation
& Air-Conditioning Service Center

 Job 2108030
Specialist, Area of Study Advising
 (Student Affairs) Cypress Creek

 Job 2108027
Specialist, CE Recruiting

& Advising
Northridge

 Job 2108023
Assistant, Student Affairs

 Round Rock Campus
Job 2108022

 Advocate, Special Populations/
Student Accessibility Services

Elgin Campus
 Job 2108021

 Assistant III, Administrative
Highland Business Center

 Job 2108019
 Assistant III, Administrative

Highland Business Center
Job 2001015

AUSTIN! GET READY!
Labor Day Weekend Is Coming!

September 4-6, 2021

austintexas.org

The Austin (TX) Chapter of the Links,
Incorporated Deputized as Voter Registrants

Members of The Austin (TX) Chapter of the Links, Incorporated with Angela Henderson, President

    (AUSTIN, TX) - Forty members of The Austin
(TX) Chapter of the Links, Incorporated represented
the first organization to virtually participate in an
extensive Travis County Volunteer Deputy Registrar
Training and Examination for promoting and increas-
ing the registration of citizens in Travis County and
the State of Texas. The VDR Training was facilitated
by Bruce Elfant, Travis County Tax Assessor-Collec-
tor and Voter Registrar. Matt Flores, Voter Registra-
tion Outreach and Training Coordinator, supported

the virtual training. Link Tamela Saldana coordinated
the training for The Austin (TX) Chapter of the Links,
Incorporated.  The VDR training of August 2021 rep-
resented the second instructional preparation for
the Austin (TX) Chapter of the Links, Incorporated;
the initial training occurred in October 2019. Vol-
unteering, as voter registrants, allows members of
the organization to continue to support community
engagements while rendering meaningful contribu-
tions to the Austin and surrounding communities.

SAVE THE DATE!
NAMC-ATX and BECK

Meet and greet casual networking event
October 13th, 2021 | 5:30-7:30PM

1108 Lavaca St, 8th Floor - Austin, TX 78701

• Learn about NAMC-ATX and how our
  organization can benefit your operations.
• Intro to Beck and how to do business with them.

Free event open to those in construction
and ancillary industries.

Please RSVP - call, email, or text with your name,
company name, and number of attendees:

namcaustintexas@gmail.com
call 512-290-8512

Join or support the National Association of
Minority Contractors - Greater Austin Chapter at

www.namcatx.org
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