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Halle Berry inks multi-picture deal
with Netflix as ‘Bruised’ hits #1
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HALLE
BERRY
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by mobility training and
combat
prep.
Her
trainer, Peter Lee Thomas,
said that sometimes he
would put her through a
Navy SEAL-inspired session, featuring a 500-rep
challenge with squats, pullups and knee raises,
bookended by a one-mile

run.
“I do it because I
know when she’s on set,
toe-to-toe with a pro
fighter, she has to go the
distance,” Thomas said.
The training appears
to have paid off. Critics have
saluted Berry’s performance.

The
Hollywood
Reporter says Berry has two
upcoming Netflix features: a
sci-fi title The Mothership and
an action film Our Man From
Jersey, in which she stars
alongside Mark Wahlberg.
Berry will next appear
in Moonfall from
director Roland Emmerich.

BRUISED
(2020)
NETFLIX
Starring:
Halle Berry,
Adan Canto,
Adriane Lenox

http://austintexas.gov/covid19

(GRIO) - Fresh off the
heels of her directorial debut, Academy Award-winning actress Halle Berry has
inked a multi-picture partnership with streaming giant Netflix.
According to The
H o l l y w o o d
Reporter, Bruised hit No. 1
in the U.S. on the streaming service during its first
week and No. 2 globally. It
was streamed for more
than 47 million hours in the
first five days of its release.
The multihyphenate
star said of the partnership: “The Netflix team has
not only been collaborative and creative, but extremely passionate and a
delight to work with. I am
beyond grateful for the
partnership and look forward to telling more stories together.”
“ There are few
people with a career like
Halle Berry.” said Scott
Stuber, who is head of film
for the streaming company. “She’s an award-winning actress, producer and
as audiences saw this past
week, she’s an incredible
director.”
“We’re thrilled to be
in her corner as she delivers power in front of and
behind the camera
in Bruised, ” he continued,
“and look forward to telling more stories together.”
The feature film, in
which she stars and also
directs, casts Berry, 55, as
Jackie Justice, an over-thehill MMA fighter who revisits her athletic career when
her young son comes back
into her life.
Last month, Berry
told Reuters that in training for Bruised, she “knew
that I would spend more
time, more energy, more
hours working on something than I’d ever worked
on in my entire career.”
“It proved to be
true,” she said. “It was one
of the hardest things I’ve
ever done.”
According
to Entertainment Weekly,
Berry’s day began with
two-hour conditioning sessions at 7:45 a.m., followed
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Let’s congratulate
Halle Berry on her recent
successes. Her directorial
debut for ‘Bruised’ hit #1
on Netflix, followed by a
multi-picture deal with the
same streaming service.
That’s a big deal, my
friend. There’s enough
competition in Netflix to
run a few laps over.
But one has to think:
Are these successes coming in a time after the powerful #METOO movement
and other protest for
women’s equal rights in
the filming industry?
Or maybe it’s the
new kids on the block
(streaming services in general) that’s putting Hollywood on notice?
I mean, this is Netflix;
not Hollywood or any of its
numerous studios. Ms.
Berry, at the current time,
is reaping the benefits of
both worlds. Just given the
chance to express her
awesomeness was enough
to bring her to the forefront of her given industry.
A few years back, I honestly doubt this could’ve
happened.
Speaking of results,
Simone Biles was given a
‘People of the Year’ nod
by People magazine. And
it wasn’t just for jumping
through hoops, neither!
Ms. Biles has been outspoken on everything from
mental health to the lack
of protection for her and
her fellow gymnasts who
suffered sexual abuse
from the U.S. national
team’s physician.
Finally, before I turn
you loose on the pages, I
want to bring special attention to page 5. There is
some interesting stuff going on the battlefields of
politics and “media”; and
how the two intertwine.
First, the GOP is having a
civil war within its ranks.
So where should your attention be focused? Two
words: The Voters! It really
doesn’t matter what the
opposing sides say to one
another. The objective
isn’t to get a view across;
it’s to get votes. It won’t be
long until we see how
much of a chance Trump
really has to repeat in
2024. Also, CNN’s Chris
Cuomo has finally been
suspended by his network.
My question is: What took
so long?
Moreover, pay close
attention to the ‘Red
Wave’ story, too. Like I say,
observe the work, study
the results.
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2022 Grammy Award Nominees Announced

By Naomi Richard
VILLAGER
Entertainment Reporter

(VILLAGER) - The
Recording Academy® revealed nominees for the
64 th Annual Grammy
Awards® and announced
that for the first time,
there will be 10 nominees in each of the General Field Categories:
Record of The Year, Album of The Year, Song of
The Year and Best New
Artist. This year’s top
nominees include Jon
Batiste (11), Justin
Bieber (8), Doja Cat (8),
H.E.R. (8), Billie Eilis (7)
and Olivia Rodrigo (7).
As the only peer-selected music accolade,
the Grammy Awards are
voted on by the Recording Academy’s voting
membership body of
music makers, who represent all genres and
creative disciplines, including recording artists,
songwriters, producers,
mixers and engineers.
Nominated in the
Best Gospel Album category is Mali Music (K

Kirk Franklin - Courtesy of RCA
Approved Enterprises/
RCA Inspiration) as a coperformer on the
Jonathan McReynolds &
Mali Music collaboration
album Jonny x Mali: Live
in LA. Their EP project of
live performances was
released in September
2021, in partnership
with Mali ’s imprint K
Approved Enterprises,
RCA
Inspiration,

Jonathan’s Life Room Label and eOne Music
(now named MNRK Music Group).
Separately, Kirk
Franklin (Fo Yo Soul/
RCA) received a nomination in the Best Contemporary Christian Music
Performance/Song category, as a co-performer
on the Lil Baby x Kirk
Franklin track “We Win.”

Released in May 2021,
the song was featured
on the Space Jam: A
New Legacy Official
Soundtrack, which was
released by Republic
Records and Warner
Bros. Pictures.
Jesse Royal received a nomination for
Best Reggae album for
“Royal.” The release is
Royal’s sophomore album and was released
via Easy Star Records.
The singer/songwriter
has been a key player in

the island’s current
reggae movement and
collaborated with likeminded colleagues on
“Royal,” including incarcerated dancehall legend Vybz Kartel,
G ra m my- n o m i n ated
reggae star Protoje,
Ghanian
lyricist
Stonebwoy, former Raging Fyah lead vocalist
Kumar, and more.
President Barack
Obama, LeVar Burton,
Don Cheadle, J. Ivy,
Dave Chappelle and

Amir Sulaiman all received a Grammy nod
for Best Spoken Word
Album (Includes Poetry,
Audio
Books
&
Storytelling).
”This is an exciting
day for music,” said
Harvey Mason Jr., CEO of
the Recording Academy®. “These nominations beautifully reflect
today’s broad and diverse musical landscape.
I congratulate all of the
nominees and everyone
who submitted work.
I’m also so proud of our
voters. They voted in
record numbers and
brought their very best
to evaluating the work of
their peers, and I thank
them on behalf of the
entire music community.”
The
Recording
Academy will present
the Grammy Awards® on
Mon, Jan. 31, 2022, on
the CBS Television Network, and will stream
live and on demand on
Paramount+ from 8–
11:30 p.m. ET / 7–10:30
p.m. CT. Prior to the
telecast, the Grammy
Awards Premiere Ceremony® will be held at
the Microsoft Theater at
2:30 p.m. CT and will be
streamed live on
www.grammy.com and
the
Recording
Academy’s YouTube
C h a n n e l :
w w w.yo u t u b e . c o m /
user/TheGRAMMYs.
For a complete
2022 Grammy Nominations
list,
visit
www.grammy.com.

Justices signal they’ll OK new
abortion limits, may toss Roe
By MARK SHERMAN and JESSICA GRESKO | AP
WASHINGTON (AP) —
In the biggest challenge to
abortion rights in decades,
the Supreme Court’s conservative majority on Wednesday signaled they would allow states to ban abortion
much earlier in pregnancy
and may even overturn the
nationwide right that has existed for nearly 50 years.
With hundreds of demonstrators outside chanting
for and against, the justices
led arguments that could decide the fate of the court’s
historic 1973 Roe v. Wade
decision legalizing abortion
throughout the United States
and its 1992 ruling in Planned
Parenthood v. Casey, which
reaffirmed Roe.
The outcome probably
won’t be known until next
June. But after nearly two
hours of arguments, all six
conservative justices, including three appointed by
former President Donald
Trump, indicated they would
uphold a Mississippi law that
bans abortion after 15 weeks
of pregnancy.
At the very least, such
a decision would undermine
Roe and Casey, which allow
states to regulate but not ban
abortion up until the point of
fetal viability, at roughly 24
weeks.
And there was also
substantial support among
the conservative justices for
getting rid of Roe and Casey
altogether. Justice Clarence
Thomas is the only member
of the court who has openly
called for overruling the two
cases.
Justice
B re tt
Kavanaugh, a Trump ap-

pointee, asked whether
the court would be better
o ff w i t h d ra w i n g co m pletely from the abortion
issue and letting states
decide.
“Why should this court
be the arbiter rather than
Congress, the state legislatures, state supreme courts,
the people being able to resolve this?” Kavanaugh
asked. “And there will be different answers in Mississippi
and New York, different answers in Alabama than California.”
Abortion would soon
become illegal or severely
restricted in roughly half the
states if Roe and Casey are
overturned, according to the
Guttmacher Institute, a research organization that supports abortion rights. Legislatures in many Republican-led
states are poised for action
depending on the Supreme
Court’s ruling.
People of color and
lesser means would be disproportionately affected,
supporters of abortion rights
say.
The court’s three liberal justices said that reversing Roe and Casey would significantly damage the court’s
own legitimacy.
“Will this institution
survive the stench that this
creates in the public perception that the Constitution and
its reading are just political
acts?”
Justice
Sonia
Sotomayor asked.
In unusually strong
terms for a high-court argument, Justice Stephen Breyer
warned his colleagues they
“better be damn sure” before

they throw away the established abortion decisions.
Public opinion polls
show support for preserving
Roe, though some surveys
also find backing for greater
restrictions on abortion.
Among the conservatives, Chief Justice John Roberts appeared most interested in a less sweeping ruling that would uphold the
Mississippi law but not explicitly overrule Roe and Casey.
“ That may be what
they’re asking for, but the
thing at issue before us today
is 15 weeks,” Roberts said,
alluding to Mississippi’s call
to overturn the broader cases
in addition to upholding its
own law.
More than 90% of
abortions are performed in
the first 13 weeks of pregnancy, well before viability,
according to the federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
About 100 patients per
year get abortions after 15
weeks at the Jackson
Women’s Health Organization, Mississippi’s lone abortion clinic. The facility does
not provide abortions after
16 weeks.
Even upholding the 15week ban would mean rejecting the decades-old viability
line. Abortion rights supporters say that would effectively
overturn Roe and leave no
principled line for when abortions might be banned.
Justice Neil Gorsuch,
another Trump appointee,
suggested the lack of a rigorous alternative might be a
reason to overrule Roe and
Casey entirely.
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Biles, Oh, Parton and teachers
named ‘People of the Year’
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Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE
“R”
Olympic gymnast Simone Biles appears at the MTV Video Music Awards in New York on Sept. 12, 2021,
left, actor Sandra Oh appears at the season two premiere of "Killing Eve" in Los Angeles on April 1,
2019, center, and Dolly Parton appears in concert in Nashville, Tenn., on July 31, 2015. People magazine
has named Biles, Oh, Parton and the nation's teachers as its “People of the Year.” (AP Photo)
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*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

NEW YORK (AP) —
People magazine has
named Olympic gymnast
Simone Biles, actor
Sandra Oh, country icon
Dolly Parton and the
nation’s teachers as its
“2021 People of the
Year.”
“ This year has
been a transformative
one, pushing us all to

create something new
and hopefully better
for our lives,” the
magazine said. “This issue reflects that spirt:
Our People of the Year
cover stars have all led
the way in their fields
to help make the world
a little bit better.”
Parton was cited
for giving away millions

of books and supporting
COVID-19 research and
Oh was celebrated for
fighting anti-Asian hate
and working on “transformative
stories.”
People said Biles’ focus
on mental health “redefined what it means to
win in sports.” And the
nation’s more than 3 million teachers have “gone

above and beyond to
ensure our nation’s kids
have bright opportunities ahead.”
The new issue hits
newsstands Friday.
Last year, People
named George Clooney,
Dr. Anthony Fauci,
Selena Gomez and
Regina King as the “2020
People of the Year.”

Powell: Fed
‘not at all sure’
inflation will
fade next year

sumer inflation to a threedecade high, as largely a response to the pandemic’s
persistent disruptions to
supply and demand. As
Americans have spent more
time at home, they have
ramped up spending on furniture, appliances, laptop
computers. Soaring demand
for such goods, combined
with parts shortages, have
resulted in supply chain
snarls and higher prices.
In the past, Powell,
who was nominated last
week to a second four-year
term by President Joe Biden,
has frequently expressed his
belief that these supplyand-demand imbalances
should fade as the pandemic eases, which would
reduce inflation. But on
Wednesday, he said that

while such an outcome is
“likely,” it is only a forecast.
“The point is, we can’t
act as if we’re sure of that,”
he said. “We’re not at all sure
of that. Inflation has been
more persistent and higher
than we’ve expected.”
At the same hearing
Wednesday, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen clashed
with many committee Republicans, who charged that
excess spending by the
Biden administration has
been a major contributor to
high
inflation.
The
administration’s proposed
$2 trillion social and environmental spending bill,
they further argued, would
further accelerate inflation.
“It is the multiple trillions of dollars that this Congress and this administra-

tion is spending that is putting jet fuel on the fires of
this economy,” said Rep.
Patrick McHenry from North
Carolina, the senior Republican on the committee. “It
is making things worse.”
Yellen countered that
the new spending would occur over a decade and
would be paid for, which
would reduce its inflationary impact. She also argued
that the administration’s
proposals to spend more on
child care subsidies, universal early child care education and the child tax credit
would make it easier for
many women to return to
work after having children.
Their return, Yellen said,
would help address the labor shortages that are contributing to higher inflation.

By CHRISTOPHER
RUGABER | AP
WASHINGTON (AP) —
In a fresh sign of his growing concerns about inflation, Chair Jerome Powell
said Wednesday that the
Federal Reserve can’t be
sure that price increases will
slow in the second half of
next year as many economists expect.
Powell told the House
Financial Services Committee that most economists
regard the current price
spikes, which have sent con-

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
WE INVITE EVERYONE!
Sunday
10:30 a.m. Join us in-person or live on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRI_DgGJ4uc76wl_-L306Xg

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry
Experience via Zoom*.
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*
&RQWDFWWKHFKXUFKRI¿FHDWHEFRI¿FH#VEFJOREDOQHWIRUOLQN

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor
1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702
Phone (512) 478-1975 Fax (512) 478-1892

Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)
(512) 478-6709

Agape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15
7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.
For there is No Greater Love!

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a
Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM
Call: 454-1547 for transportation
H. Ed Calahan, Pastor
Web: www.agapebcaustintx.com

Prairie View A&M Faces
Jackson State in SWAC
Championship Game
DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
that’s a huge difference.
Tough love. I’m going to
coach you up on the
By John Harris Jr.
field, but I’m going to
VILLAGER Sports
also be that extended
Columnist
parent away from
(VILLAGER) - When home.”
he took the job at PraiDooley’s culture
rie View A&M, Coach change has caught on
Eric Dooley faced a for- like wildfire. The rejuvemidable task.
nated Jaguars face JackHired prior to the son State in the SWAC
2018 season, Dooley championship game Satwas tasked with elevat- urday in Jackson, Missising a football program sippi. The winner faces
that last won a South- the MEAC champion in
west Athletic Confer- the Celebration Bowl
ence (SWAC) champion- Dec. 18 at Mercedezship a decade earlier and Benz Stadium in Atlanta.
hadn’t been in the title
“Everybody’s exhunt lately.
pectation once you start
“I wanted to change the season is to roll to
the culture,” Dooley said.
the championship,”
“The culture that Dooley said. “Our desire
exists within my coach- has been one game at a
ing philosophy. That was time. The acronym that
to let these guys know we use is WIN - what’s
that when you’ve got important now. What’s
grown men telling them important now is that
that you love them, game at that particular

time.”
That game has
come down to this: PV
against a Jackson State
squad coached by Pro
Football Hall of Famer
Deion “Prime T ime”
Sanders, whose fiery
presence has uplifted
Black college football
and transformed HBCU
programs into a destination.
PV senior quarterback Jawon Pass is a
prime example.
After turning down a
scholarship offer from
Nick Saban at Alabama,
Pass signed with Louisville, where he was NFL
superstar Lamar Jackson’s
backup for two years.
Injuries and a
coaching change resulted in Pass transferring - first to Towson,
then to PV, where he
made the important decision to spend his final

year of college in Texas
with a legitimate chance
to prove himself on the
football field.
In his first and only
season with the Jaguars,
Pass has thrown for
2,592 yards and 16
touchdowns. He’s playing with a confidence
and at a skill level that
displays his vast array of
talents.
“I’m a grad transfer.
So it was different for me
versus a true freshman
who’s just coming to college,” Pass said. “I
wanted to make sure I
came to the right situation. PV was the best
situation for me to come
in and play right away.
It’s no secret I can play
football. It’s no secret I
can make every throw.
It’s no secret I can do
everything. It’s just
showing people what I
can do.”

SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751
Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther
Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.
Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

Page 4 ~ THE VILLAGER/December 3, 2021

YOUTH BRIGADE

www.theaustinvillager.com

Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Tis’ the Season
aunties and uncles, and
all of my cousins.
We play with each
other and watch lots of
movies. We even play
games, put on matching
pajamas, build gingerbread houses, and bake
cookies for Santa on
by Kyrie Williams
Christmas Eve. My
Nehemiah Christian Sch. Granny makes the best
hot chocolate! I hope to
My Mom told me go visit my family up
that it’s the holiday sea- north in Saint Michael,
son. What I enjoy most Minnesota to see the
about this season is snow this winter. I also
spending time with my really hope my Uncle
family. I go to my Vance can make it this
Granny’s and PawPaw’s year. I love spending
a lot during the holiday Christmas with him.
season. When we get What do you all like to
together - it’s me, my do during the holiday
Mom, my brother, my season?

What is my Philosophy on
Service? And Why is it
Important?

by Lacee Johnson
Connally High School
Serving has been a crucial part of my character ever
since I was a child. My philosophy on this topic prevails
on foundations I have implemented within myself from
the lessons of the Bible. Furthermore, similar to my ever
growing philosophy, my importance for serving also
stems from scriptures I have
cherished and internalized.
Essentially, my philosophy of
serving began within my
church. As a child, I used my
voice, talent, and overall
knowledge to lift the voice of
God within my choir. I attended Bible studies that further solidified my desire to
serve my community in
hopes of enhancing it in any
way, shape, or form. Through
serving, I have gained a distinctive comprehension that
receiving stands inferior to
serving. I firmly believe my
purpose, my God-given duty,
is to leave this world with an
implementation of positivity
that far excels any negativity.
I suspect this to be an initial
factor in every person’s life.

It is common for youngsters
to continuously spout on how
they want to do a variety of
things for loved ones,
whether that be purchasing
their mother a car, their family buying a house, or simply
a gift for a loved one. Considering this, is it not reasonable
to believe serving is a growing factor within all of us?
That is my ideology on serving, embracing our blessings
to aid others. As my philosophy on serving developed,
the importance of serving
grew more and more apparent throughout my life. I initially viewed serving as a
chore of some sort, reckoning the act to be something
that involved a dedication of
finance or time. Nevertheless, as I endured my own set
of tribulations, I realized serving could be shown in a multitude of ways. These acts
could be as simple as engaging in conversation with
someone beyond the common boundaries, smiling at
someone as you walk by,
complimenting someone,
etc. This is why I see serving
to be such a key act, a simple
expression of kindness can be
the demise of someone’s
possible cycle of negativity.
We truly have no idea what
others are experiencing or
feeling through a surface
level glance. Our acts of serving, both simple and complex, are important for this
very reason.

Braces

by Zoey King
Idea Montopolis Academy

At the age of 8 or 9
years-old, I got my first
set of braces on my
front four teeth to fix
their alignment. I
thought I would never
need them again. After
a visit to the orthodontist recently, I had the
choice to get braces
now or in high school. I
chose to get them now
because I do not want
braces in the future. My

Mom made me an appointment with my dentist to get my teeth
cleaned prior to the
orthodontist appointment. Before I knew it,
the day for my braces
came and I had to wake
up at 6 a.m. to get ready
to go. For breakfast my
mom and I went to a
kolache and doughnut
shop. I ordered two sausage and cheese
kolaches, a chocolate
doughnut with rainbow
sprinkles, and strawberry milk. When we
got to the orthodontist
office, I brushed my
teeth with a complimentary toothbrush. I
rinsed with mouthwash

Weekend in
Denton

by Ruby George
Weiss High School
This past weekend was
November 27 – 28, 2021 and
I took a trip to Denton Texas.
My family, which consisted of
my Mom, my sister, and my
Stepdad, went because we
got tickets to the UNT (University of North Texas) football game. We had to drop off
my sister back to that college
because she was visiting us
for Thanksgiving holiday. My
sister is also in the band, so

she was performing at the
game. It wasn’t as packed at
the game as I thought it
would be, considering that
North Texas was playing UTSA
(University of San Antonio).
The weather was absolutely
terrible. There was a lot of
rain, plus, it was around 40
degrees. We were so cold
that we left the game around
half time because the rain
was ridiculous. As far as the
actual game, North Texas was
dominating. UTSA was undefeated but that ended on Saturday when North Texas won
45-23. There were a lot of
amazing plays but player
Number Three DeAndre
Torrey on North Texas scored
the most touchdowns. Since
they won that game, this
means that North Texas gets
to go to the bowl game which
is out of state.

“There’s Nothing
You Can’t Do”

by SaNaya White
Ann Richards School
for Young Women
Leaders
Over Thanksgiving
break, I traveled approximately 1,743 miles to create
history for my school. Alongside my fellow band peers, I
flew out to New York City,
New York for the 2021 Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade.
Our trip began on Monday,
November 22, 2021 and
ended on Friday, November
26, 2021. Our trip began with
a tour of Yankee Trails. We
visited various places,
learned many things, and
tried many new foods. I was
grateful to have experienced
this trip as it was my first time
in New York. I experienced
new restaurants such as
“Bubba Gump.” Bubba
Gump is a seafood restaurant
inspired by the movie
“Forrest Gump.” I was able to
visit the One World Observatory, located on Floors 100 102 of the new One World
Trade Center. The observatory provides a 360-degree
view of New York City, as well
as New Jersey. In addition to
this, I had the amazing opportunity of watching The Lion

and flossed. Getting the
braces on was uncomfortable but the dental
assistant who applied
the braces to my teeth
was very nice and patient. First, she polished
my teeth. Next, she put
a plastic ring to hold my
mouth open while she
glued the braces on my
teeth. After gluing the
brackets, she added
wires. The glue tasted
funny and my teeth
were sore from the
pressure. I chose a
“bubblegum” band
color. At the end, I was
given and goodie bag
with a kit of all the items
I would need for braces,
and a nice t-shirt.

King Broadway show! This
was truly my favorite part as
I witnessed Black excellence
and culture throughout the
entire performance. I loved
seeing how much passion the
performers had and showed
throughout the show.
Throughout the trip, we were
also allowed to see the Blue
Man Group. The Blue Man
Group is an American performance art company formed
in 1987, providing stage productions that incorporate
various forms of art and music. The performers, “Blue
Men”, have their skin painted
blue. As a percussionist, I enjoyed watching the show as
percussion is heavily presented by the performers.
Lastly, our final and most important event was marching
in the Macy’s Parade. This
year marked the 95th annual
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, the world’s largest parade. Having the opportunity
to march and perform within
the parade was truly incredible. Although I was extremely tired, I could not
have been more proud of my
band for all the hard work
that we had accomplished. I
am proud to say that The Ann
Richards Marching Stars
made history on Thanksgiving
Day. Singer Alicia Keys said it
best in the song Empire State
of Mind written by Rap Artist
Jay-Z, “In New York. Concrete
jungle where dreams are
made of, there’s nothing you
can’t do!”

Thanksgiving

by Joshua Moore
Manor High School
Thanksgiving is a truly
special holiday. It was first
discovered in 1621, when the
Pilgrims and Wampanoag Indians shared a harvest. In
1863, President Abraham
Lincoln declared it as a National Day of Thanksgiving to
be acknowledged each November. Thanksgiving is celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November in the
United States. Canada, too,
has a National Day of Thanksgiving which falls on the sec-

Constellations

by Ava Roberts
Pflugerville
High School
A constellation is
the name given to a
group of stars that make
up a certain pattern in
the sky. They can be a
mythological creature or
person, or an object.
There are 88 constellations recognized by the
International Astronomical Union (IA). The
best time to see them is
between 9 p.m. and 10
p.m. On clear nights,
you can see some of
them without a telescope. Many of you are
familiar with the following constellations. Draco
and Leo, Hercules, Pegasus, and Ursa Major

are the largest northern
constellations and are
located north of the
equator. Centaurus. Cetus, Eridanus Hydra, and
Virgo are the largest
southern constellations
and are located south of
the equator. Pisces, Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer and Leo are northern
zodiac constellations.
Virgo, Libra, Scorpius,
Sagittarius, Capricorn,
and Aquarius are southern zodiac constellations. Sometimes, I stare
into the sky and try to
find constellations. In
December, there are
several constellations
such as Aries, Eridanus,
Formax, and Perseus,
can be best seen. I will
encourage you to stare
into the night sky and
find a constellation. You
may actually see one
that is named or one
that you’ll create from
your imagination.

How Fall Can Impact People,
Animals, And Nature

by Zuri King
Idea Montopolis Academy
Fall is a cool season
that can impact many people
and plants in nature. Fall can
impact people because of the
cool weather. People are
more likely to wear sweaters,
jackets, and pants. Public
stores also start to sell clothes
for cold weather. Fall can impact plants because the days
grow shorter so there is not

as much daylight and direct
sunshine. Leaves partially get
their food from the sun. Then
the chlorophyll starts to
breaks down. That is when
the colors of the leaves turn
from green to brown, yellow,
red, and orange. Fall can impact animals because when it
is Fall, squirrels will hide their
acorns and save them for
later. Animals will also grow
thick coats to keep themselves warm. Some animals
will start to hibernate. Animals that hibernate are
bears, rodents, squirrels, and
sometimes, even rattlesnakes. In conclusion, these
are the ways that fall impacts
us, nature, and animals.

Gingerbread for Dessert

I enjoyed being out
of school during Thanksgiving week. I was happy
and had fun learning to
cook a ginger bread
cake. I read the box directions for preparing
the cake. I was careful
to follow directions, as

well as adding a few
more ingredients. Another ginger bread
recipe for the cake included. I let the cake
cook for 45 minutes in
the hot stove. I used a
toothpick to see if the
cake was fully done and
ready to be removed
from the stove. My family really liked the hot
cake. I was really pleased
it was fully cooked and a
tasty dessert, along with
a half of a pound cake
that we had to complete
our wonderful Thanksgiving meal.

ond Monday of October.
When we think of Thanksgiving, we think of leaves that
have changed color and have
fallen from the trees. We also
think about spending time
with family and friends.
Thanksgiving is more than
just a day filled with happy
memories, parades, football,
and special dinners. It is also
a day of giving thanks. On
Thanksgiving Day, we are reminded of the abundance of
treasures in our lives. We
take a few moments before
Thanksgiving dinner to give
thanks for the blessings in
our lives, as well as our won-

derful family and friends. For
far too many people, the
meaning of Thanksgiving is
limited to a few moments of
giving thanks at the dinner
table. However, the true
meaning of Thanksgiving
should not end with a prayer
or a few seconds of Thanksgiving meditation. The
Thanksgiving holiday has a
larger meaning. It is important to remember that the
word “thanksgiving” is made
up of two words: “thanks”
and “giving.” We are reminded to give thanks, share,
and give during the Thanksgiving Holiday.

by Kaitlyn Cannon
Blanton Elmn. Sch.
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Minorities and
GOP infighting
women are leading just gets uglier
the red wave
BY CRISTINA MARCOS | THE HILL

BY RONNA MCDANIEL
OPINION CONTRIBUTOR

(THE HILL) - For generations, the Democratic
Party has taken the votes of women and minorities
for granted. But on Nov. 2, voters sent a clear message: Don’t count on it.
Take Republican Winsome Sears, Virginia’s
Lieutenant Governor-elect. She’s the first Black
woman elected to hold statewide office in the
commonwealth’s 400-year history. Or how about
incoming Attorney General Jason Miyares, a proud
Republican, the son of a Cuban immigrant, and the
first Hispanic to win a statewide race in Virginia?
The trend continued down-ballot, too. Four of
the seven seats Republicans flipped in Virginia's
House of Delegates were won by women or minorities, including A.C. Cordoza, a Black man who once
supported former President Barack Obama until he
realized the issues he cares about more closely align
with the GOP. Each of these candidates are proof
that Americans are rejecting Democrats’ tired identity politics narrative.
It wasn’t just Virginia, though. In New Jersey,
a record number of Republican women were
elected to the General Assembly. In fact, all but one
of the seats Republicans gained in the state assembly were won by female candidates, and one of the
two State Senate seats Republicans flipped was won
by a woman. Two of these candidates won in a district Biden carried by almost 12 points last year.
These candidates aren’t political pros or lifelong
activists. They're wives, moms, professionals, and
— most importantly — Americans who were
alarmed by the direction of this country and inspired
to get involved.
A similar story played out in Texas. Republican
John Lujan won his race in Texas House District 118,
a region that’s 75 percent Hispanic. It’s a significant
victory considering that less than a year ago, Joe
Biden carried it by 14 points.
These wins are an extension of the trends we
saw in 2020. Voters elected five new Republican
Hispanic candidates to the House of Representatives. Reps. Mike Garcia of California, Tony Gonzales
of Texas, Nicole Malliotakis of New York, and
Florida’s Carlos Giménez and Maria Elvira Salazar
are bringing new energy and fresh perspectives to
the Republican Party. In addition, two-thirds of the
House GOP freshman class — 18 of 27 new members — are women, bringing the total number of
GOP congresswomen to 33. That’s the highest number we’ve ever had in Congress.
We’re excited to keep building on this momentum in the months to come. We’re opening new
community centers like the ones we’ve launched in
Texas, Wisconsin, and Ohio to reach Indian, Hispanic, and Black Americans — voting blocs that have
not traditionally identified as Republican but share
our values of freedom, faith, and prosperity.
The RNC is also rolling out a nationwide citizenship education program to help lawful permanent residents not only prepare to become naturalized American citizens but also to instill in them
a sense of pride in their new country and a fundamental understanding of what it means to be an
American. With one million new American citizens
every year, there’s great potential for welcoming
new voters into our Party.
Finally, we’re working hard to recruit a deep
bench of candidates from a wide variety of backgrounds. Already, 196 Republican women have filed
to run for congress — up from 162 this time last
year. And among minority communities, we’ve seen
177 GOP members announce their candidacy. That’s
a jump from 131 at this point in 2020.
Republicans are making gains in these demographics because Americans are sick of Democrats'
divisive agenda. They’re tired of being told what to
think and how to vote. They’re looking for results,
not rhetoric. Our message of strong families, stable
communities and economic opportunity for all transcends gender and skin color. Every day, more
Americans are realizing they have a home in the
GOP.
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Chris Cuomo:
Suspension from
CNN
'embarrassing'

(THE HILL) - House Republicans can’t seem to
stop fighting with each other, despite potentially
being less than a year out from winning the majorBY DOMINICK MASTRANGELO
ity in the 2022 midterm elections.
Just two weeks ago, House Minority Leader
Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) urged Republicans to stop
attacking each other after 13 moderate GOP lawmakers were marked as traitors by some of their
conservative colleagues over their votes for the bipartisan infrastructure bill championed by President
Biden.
McCarthy, the odds-on favorite to be the next
Speaker if the GOP does win back the House next
year, said his conference should focus instead on
their opposition to Democrats’ social spending and
climate package.
Weeks later, conservative and ultraconservative lawmakers are again making headlines with
schoolyard insults on Twitter.
The GOP drama on Tuesday was the nasty Twitter fight between Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene (RGa.) and Nancy Mace (R-S.C.), with Greene calling
the swing-district lawmaker “trash” for condemning Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.). Mace fired back
by using emojis to label Greene as “batshit crazy.”
The battle between the two centered on
Boebert, who herself was called “TRASH” days earlier by Rep. Adam Kinzinger, the anti-Trump Republican from Illinois who has increasingly taken on the
most far-right of his party. He was criticizing Boebert
for invoking Islamophobic tropes by suggesting Rep.
Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.) could be a terrorist.
“Marjorie Taylor Greene is a liar. And I’m not
going to tolerate lies, racism or bigotry, whether you
are Republican or Democrat,” Mace added during
a Tuesday interview on Neil Cavuto’s Fox Business
show. “She’s crazy. She’s insane. She’s bad for the
party. And I’m not going to put up with it.”
Boebert initially issued an apology “to anyone
(THE HILL) - CNN's Chris Cuomo said he is emin the Muslim community I offended with my combarrassed after being suspended by the network on
ment about Rep. Omar.” But when Boebert and
Tuesday following new revelations about his inOmar did connect over the phone on Monday, both
volvement in the campaign of his brother, former
lawmakers confirmed that it quickly went downhill.
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D), to defend himself from allegations of sexual harassment.
"It hurts to even say it. It’s embarrassing. But I
understand it. And I understand why some people
feel the way they do about what I did. I’ve apologized in the past, and I mean it," Chris Cuomo said
Wednesday on his weekday radio show on SiriusXM.
"It’s the last thing I ever wanted to do, was compromise any of my colleagues and do anything but help.
Greene
Mace
I know they have a process that they think is imporIn a video posted to Instagram recapping the tant. I respect that process, so I'm not going to talk
conversation, Boebert again invoked an anti-Mus- about this any more than that."
lim trope by saying, “Make no mistake, I will conChris Cuomo was suspended indefinitely Tuestinue to fearlessly put America first, never sympa- day night from the network hours before his primethizing with terrorists. Unfortunately, Ilhan can’t say time show was set to air after a spokesperson said
the same thing.”
the company was "not privy" to details of the situRep. Tom Reed (N.Y.), one of the 13 House Re- ation, and that they "raise serious questions" about
publicans who came under fire for their infrastruc- the anchor's conduct.
ture votes, said that GOP leaders should make more
The prime-time host's involvement in crisis
clear that rhetoric like Boebert’s is unacceptable.
public relations sessions with his brother's top aides
“Well, I think when you’re in a position of lead- were first reported in May, but newly released docuership, you have to stand up. You have to deal with ments by the New York Attorney General's Office in
it. I appreciate the fact that Kevin called our col- connection with an investigation of the former govleague directly to discuss the matter with her. But ernor painted a broader picture about Chris
at some point in time, you also have to stand up Cuomo's efforts to help his brother beat back critiand just call it out for what it is. This type of rheto- cism.
ric cannot be condoned. It cannot be upheld,” Reed
In one case, a top aide to the former governor
said on CNN.
asked Chris Cuomo to "check with his sources" in
Yet alienating far-right members who are the media about additional women coming forward
closely allied with Trump also carries risks for with allegations against him, which the anchor conMcCarthy.
firmed in a reply message he would do.
Greene claimed on an episode of Rep. Matt
In another message, Chris Cuomo texted the
Gaetz’s (R-Fla.) podcast last week that McCarthy aide he had "a lead on the wedding girl" in an ap“doesn’t have the full support to be Speaker” be- parent reference to a woman who alleged Andrew
cause “there’s many of us that are very unhappy Cuomo touched her inappropriately at a wedding.
about the failure to hold Republicans accountable,
The anchor in August apologized for advising
while conservatives like me, Paul Gosar and many his brother but said he "never made calls to the
others just constantly take the abuse by the Demo- press about my brother’s situation."
crats.”
"I never influenced or attempted to control
McCarthy’s Senate counterpart, Minority CNN’s coverage of my family," Cuomo said. "And as
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), has taken the op- you know, back in May when I was told to no longer
posite tack and distanced himself from Trump since communicate with my brother’s aides in any group
the violent Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol.
meetings, I acknowledged it was a mistake, I apoloThat’s resulted in regular attacks from Trump gized to my colleagues, I stopped, and I meant it."
against McConnell, who has tended not to fire back.
In the statement on Tuesday, CNN said it "apTrump has called McConnell an “old crow” and said preciated the unique position he was in and underhe is “getting beaten on every front by the Radical stood his need to put family first and job second."
Left Democrats” since agreeing to a temporary debt
"However, these documents point to a greater
limit extension in October.
level of involvement in his brother’s efforts than we
Greene touted her ties to Trump on Tuesday, previously knew," the network concluded. "As a
tweeting that she had a “great conversation” with result, we have suspended Chris indefinitely, pendhim about Mace.
ing further evaluation."
“Don’t look now, but it’s MTG unable to take
Chris Cuomo did not acknowledge the newly
the heat, running to the [principal]’s office to tattle- released documents during his show on Monday
tale because she can’t stand on her own two feet,” and did not discuss the details of the documents
Mace responded. “Bless her heart.”
during the intro to his radio show on Wednesday.
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Opioid crisis now hitting Blacks: will humane treatment follow?
(DEFENDER) - Like many Black people, I kept
up with the nation’s opioid crisis with maximum
side-eye. And if you’re reading this, you most likely
know why.
The massive wave of addictions and deaths and
crime that came as a result of individuals using opioids was not demonized and labeled an American
scourge. The individuals who were the actual addicts, the ones committing a crime wave that spread
from “sea to shining sea,” weren’t castigated,
criminalized or branded as immoral, soulless savages. Naw. None of that happened.
These drug abusers weren’t even called drug
abusers. They were wrapped in the arms of national
sympathy. Their addiction was determined to be
more disease than crime. Local and national governments bent over backwards to provide the help
and supports and counseling and therapy that these
folk hooked on opioids needed to break free of their
addictions and return to society as contributing
members, welcomed by one and all with open arms.
Amazingly, the response to the opioid epidemic was exacty what so many healthcare professionals, community activists and others screamed
for, for decades as the more humane and compassionate way to respond to individuals who become
addicted to drugs.
But when those initial calls were being made,
they fell on deaf ears. Why? You already know. Because when those cries were the loudest, it wasn’t a
wave of opioids that was destroying individual lives,
families and whole communities. Rather, it was crack.
And even though whites use and abuse all illegal drugs at the same rate as Blacks, crack addiction was segregated from cocaine addiction, and
labeled a Black thing. Read an illegal, immoral, criminal thing.
Human beings who fell victim to crack addiction
weren’t considered human. They certainly weren’t
treated that way by politicians, law enforcement or
even some in the medical community. Because crack
was defined as “Black,” punishments were harsher.
Much harsher, than punishments for powder cocaine
use. Powder cocaine being viewed as a rich and middle
class white person’s drug of choice.
Whole families and communities were devastated and destroyed as crack addicts were labeled
public enemy number one. Politicians seeking to
score points with blood-thirsty voters, fellow politicians and law enforcement, enacted draconian
“three-strikes” policies and other laws that put
many diseased folk (sick from their addiction) under the jail.
In stark contrast, addicts who came to their
addiction by way of opioid abuse, a crowd that has
been as lily white as American country clubs, KKK
mixers and Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol insurrections, often
found treatment centers welcoming them with the
love and support of the same politicians, law en-

BY ASWAD WALKER | DEFENDER NEWS

The article reported, “The problem is still getting worse and the deaths are going up at an even
faster rate and this is a public health emergency,”
says Dr. Andrew Kolodny, Medical Director of Opioid
Policy Research at the Heller School for Social Policy
and Management. It also quoted Dr. Nora Volkow,
director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse,
who said, “At the beginning of the opioid crisis it
was primarily white Americans who were impacted
by this, but a growing number of Black Americans
are dying at alarming rates.”
Without sharing all the gory details and statistics that you can find via theGrio article (https://
thegrio.com/2021/11/23/opioid-covid-black-communities/), I’d rather focus on the future, and wonder aloud, “Will this same compassion for those
addicted to opioids continue to exist as more Blacks
find themselves in the addiction ranks?”
I hear President Joe Biden called the data on
these rising opioid addiction numbers “a tragic mileThe limited series “Dopesick,” starring
stone.” He’s even calling on Congress to address the
Michael Keaton, takes on the prescription
issue. But will a Congress that is made up of nearly
drug addiction epidemic. (Hulu)
50% white nationalists or white nationalist-leaning
folk who are trying to suppress Black votes, silence
forcement members and others who sought to lock Black voices and ignore Black, Brown and white calls
cell doors and throw away the keys on those hooked for criminal justice reform, be willing to treat Black
on crack.
people diseased by addiction with the same humanCurrently on Hulu, the mini-series Dopesick ity and compassion and patience and support and
chronicles how Purdue Pharma leadership were the love that they displayed to white addicts?
biggest drug dealers on the planet, purposefully getHistory suggests not. According to Dr. Carol
ting folk addicted to their opioid, OxyContin, to the Anderson, author of White Rage: The Unspoken
tune of billions in profits for the owning Sackler fam- Truth of Our Racial Divide, and Joel Edward Goza,
ily.
author of America’s Unholy Ghosts: The Racist Roots
The show is compelling, especially if you pos- of Our Faith and Politics, one of the most consissess any level of humanity. Because, Dopesick goes tent things in the history of the United States of
all the way in on showing the horrid impact of drug America is for Blacks to be attacked by white vioaddiction, especially when it becomes a tsunami of lence–physical, political or both–every time Black
abuse.
people are perceived to receive some service or
Dopesick also shows what so many of us al- “win” a law or policy that protects their rights.
ready knew: that the larger society treated these
In short, both Anderson, Goza and many othoverwhelmingly white addicts with humane com- ers, point out that just the mere perception that
passion.
Blacks are receiving something, anything that could
What Dopesick doesn’t show is what news benefit Black people, white society–meaning polioutlets like theGrio are reporting: one of the ripple ticians, businessfolk, the wealthy and the dirt poor–
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic is the massive loses its day-yum mind and goes about the insidirise in opioid abuse and addiction by Blackfolk.
ous business of making Black people pay with more
Uh-oh.
mistreatment or less access to what are supposed
According to health officials at the Centers for to be our rights as citizens.
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), in a span of
Treating Black people caught in the grips of
one-year overdose deaths started trending upward, opioid addiction like whitefolk in those same shackjumping a whopping 30% in the latest year alone. les will be viewed by many as Blacks receiving someThese health officials estimate that upwards of thing that could be of benefit–humane treatment
100,000 folk in this country died of drug overdoses. and care.
And many are linking these overdose deaths to inWe just might want to invest some time, recreased opioid use.
sources and brainpower into how we are going to
Again, according to theGrio article “Opioid Cri- care for our own. Because, if historic patterns serve
sis Hitting Black Communities at Alarming Rates as a predictor of things to come, we may not want
Amid Pandemic,” the drug crisis is hitting Black com- to hold our breathe waiting to receive that humane
munities especially hard.
treatment so freely given to whites.

After Guilty Verdicts, Civil Rights Leaders Exhort
Black America to ‘Never Stop Running for Ahmaud’
By Stacy M. Brown | NNPA
(NNPA) - After nearly two years of pain, suffering, and wondering if the men who killed
Ahmaud Arbery would pay for their heinous crime,
the 25-year-old’s family finally received justice.
A Glynn County, Georgia, convicted Travis
McMichael, Gregory McMichael, and William Bryan
of felony murder.
“Guilty. Guilty. Guilty,” civil rights attorney Benjamin Crump exclaimed.
“Nothing will bring back Ahmaud, but his family will have some peace knowing the men who
killed him will remain behind bars and can never
inflict their brand of evil on another innocent soul,”
Crump continued.
NAACP President and CEO Derrick Johnson
called the verdicts long overdue.
“Ahmaud Arbery’s death was unnecessary and
fueled by racist ideologies deeply engrained into the
fabric of this nation,” Johnson insisted.
“Generations of Black people have seen this
time and time again, with the murder of Emmett
Till, Trayvon Martin, and many others,” he continued.
“The actions and events perpetrated by the
McMichaels and William Bryan leading up to
Ahmaud’s death reflect a growing and deepening
rift in America that will be its undoing if not addressed on a systemic level.
“We must fix what is genuinely harming our
nation: white supremacy.”
The jury found Travis McMichael, who shot
Arbery in February 2020, guilty of all nine charges,
including malice murder and four counts of felony
murder.
The panel found his father, Gregory, not guilty
of malice murder but convicted him on felony mur-

Tears streak down the cheek of Ahmaud Arbery's mother, Wanda Cooper-Jones, after the jury convicted Travis McMichael
on Wednesday, Nov. 24, 2021, in the Glynn County Courthouse, in Brunswick, Ga. Greg McMichael and his son, Travis
McMichael, and a neighbor, William "Roddie" Bryan, were convicted of murder Wednesday in the fatal shooting of Arbery.
Stephen B. Morton / AP

der, unlawful imprisonment, and other charges.
Bryan escaped a guilty verdict on malice murder, but the jury found him guilty of three felony
murder counts, aggravated assault, false imprisonment, and criminal intent to commit a felony.
The men, who also face federal charges, could
spend life in prison when sentenced.
Judge Timothy Walmsley bound the men over
and will soon set a sentencing date.
Immediately following the announcement of
the first guilty verdict against Travis McMichael,
Arberry’s father, Marcus Arbery, shouted, “long time
coming.”
Judge Walmsley asked court officials to remove
the senior Arbery.
“Ahmaud Arbery should be alive today. This
tragedy should have never happened,” said Florida
Congresswoman Val Demings, who is a Democrat.

“I am keeping his family in my prayers. But we
must move forward together to dispel the shadows
of our past and to ensure the safety and civil rights
of every American,” Demings asserted.
Crump insisted that Black America must keep
fighting for civil rights and justice.
“This case, by all accounts, should have been
opened and closed,” Crump demanded.
“The violent stalking and lynching of Ahmaud
Arbery was documented on video for the world to
witness. Yet, because of the deep cracks, flaws, and
biases in our systems, we were left to wonder if we
would ever see justice,” Crump remarked.
“[The verdict] indicates progress, but we are
nowhere close to the finish line. America, you raised
your voices for Ahmaud. Now is not the time to let
them quiet. Keep marching. Keep fighting for what
is right. And never stop running for Ahmaud.”
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Has Texas done enough
to prevent another
winter blackout?

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO FROST
FOR VISITS WITH KIDS

Frost invites families to come to four Austin-area Frost financial centers for a little holiday cheer with a special guest: Santa Claus.
Guests can enjoy holiday cookies in a festive
BY MITCHELL FERMAN, | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE, AND JON SCHUPPE, NBC NEWS
setting while kids get a chance to visit with
Santa. Parents should bring a camera so their
(AUSTIN, TX) - After pipes.
shut down natural gas fa- kids can pose for pictures with St. Nick.
The visits from Santa are
No matter what Mor- cilities and power plants,
last winter’s freeze hamstrung power giant Vistra gan does, though, it won’t which rely on each other to an annual holiday tradition at Frost, where dediCorp.’s ability to keep elec- be enough to prevent an- keep electricity flowing. cation to the community has been part of the
tricity flowing for its mil- other disaster if there is The cycle of failures sent culture since the company began in 1868.
lions of customers, CEO
Curt Morgan said he’d
never seen anything like it
in his 40 years in the energy industry.
During the peak days
of the storm, Vistra, Texas’
largest power generator,
sent as much energy as it
could to power the state’s
failing grid, “often at the
expense of making
money,” he told lawmakers
shortly after the storm.
But it wasn’t enough.
The state’s grid neared complete collapse, millions lost
power for days in subfreezing temperatures and more
than 200 people died.
Since the storm,
Texas lawmakers have
passed legislation aimed at
making the grid more resilient during freezing
weather. Signing the bill,
Gov. Greg Abbott said “everything that needed to be
done was done to fix the
power grid.”
But Morgan isn’t so
sure. His company has
spent $50 million this year
preparing more than a
dozen of its plants for winter. At the company’s plant
in Midlothian, workers
have wrapped electric
cables with three inches of
rubber insulation and built
enclosures to help shield
valves, pumps and metal

another severe freeze, he
said.
That’s because the
state still hasn’t fixed the
critical problem that paralyzed his plants: maintaining a sufficient supply of
natural gas, Morgan said.
Natural gas slowed to
a trickle during the storm,
leaving the Midlothian facility and 13 other Vistra
power plants that run on
gas without enough fuel.
The shortage forced Vistra
to pay more than $1.5 billion on the spot market for
whatever gas was available, costing the company
in a matter of days more
than twice the amount it
usually spends in an entire
year. Even then, plants
were able to operate at
only a fraction of their capacity; the Midlothian facility ran at 30% of full
strength during the height
of the storm.
If another major
freeze hits Texas this winter, “the same thing could
happen,” Morgan said in
an interview.
The predicament in
Midlothian reflects a glaring shortcoming in Texas’
efforts to prevent a repeat
of February, when a combination of freezing temperatures across the state
and skyrocketing demand

economic ripples across
the country that cost hundreds of billions of dollars.
The power and gas
industries say they are
working to make their systems more reliable during
winter storms, and the
Public Utility Commission,
the state agency that regulates the state’s power industry, finally acted on recommendations made by
federal regulators a decade
ago after another severe
winter storm.
But energy experts
say Texas’ grid remains vulnerable, largely because
newly written regulations
allowed too much wiggle
room for companies to
avoid weatherization improvements that can take
months or years. More
than nine months after
February’s storm — which
could exceed Hurricane
Harvey as the costliest
natural disaster in state
history — a lack of data
from regulators and industry groups makes it impossible to know how many
power and gas facilities are
properly weatherized.
For millions of Texans, that means there is no
assurance that they will
have electricity and heat if
another major freeze
strikes the state.

We Want YOU!
Advertise
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WHEN: 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Dec. 4
WHERE: West Lake Hills Financial Center
5656 Bee Cave Road
Austin, Texas 78746
WHEN: 10 a.m. to noon | Saturday, Dec. 11
WHERE: Tarrytown Financial Center
2425 Exposition Blvd.
Austin, Texas 78703
WHEN: 10 a.m. to noon | Saturday, Dec. 18
WHERE: East 7th Financial Center
2421 East Seventh St.
Austin, Texas 78702
WHEN: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. | Sat., Dec. 18
WHERE: Lake Travis Financial Center
2425 Exposition Blvd.
Austin, Texas 78703
All events are free and open to the public.

Country
Boyz
Fixin’s

4140 E. 12th Street,
Austin, TX 78721
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Integral Care is currently soliciting proposals for Specialized Property Management Services for Public Supportive Housing (Single Site
Model). The Request for
Proposals may be accessed
at
integralcare.org/business-opportunities beginning November 17,
2021 and responses submitted electronically to
Brody
Ballard
atbrody.ballard@
integralcare.org. The
deadline to submit a proposal under the RFP is
5:00 p.m. CST on December 15, 2021. Historically Underutilized
Businesses, including
Minority-Owned Businesses and WomenOwned Businesses, are
encouraged to apply.

Travis County Healthcare District
d/b/a Central Health
1111 E. Cesar Chavez Street
Austin, TX 78702
Request for Proposal (RFP) 2111-001
Landscaping Services
Due Date: December 23, 2021 by 2:00 PM
Scope of Work: Central Health seeks to obtain
Proposals from qualified Consultants able to
provide Perform high quality landscape and
irrigation maintenance services.
Ordering Instructions: All Solicitation
Packages can be downloaded from:
https://prod.bidsync.com/central-health, OR
http://www.txsmartbuy.com/sp
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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Pam Davis for
261st Civil District Court
(AUSTIN, TX) - At 17
years old, Pam Davis was a
bright and energetic straight A
student and served as president of her high school senior
class.
She’d picked up a job
installing displays for Johnson
and Johnson hair products.
One day while installing a Soft
& Beautiful display in a retail
store, she paused mid-aisle,
realizing her purse had a broken zipper.
Even to this day, she
remembers the sound as she
worked the zipper back and
forth, and the vibrations of
the metal clasp over the zipper teeth. She was so involved in working the zipper
free that she didn’t notice the
heavy steps coming near.
A hand grabbed her
upper arm, almost causing
her to spill the contents of
her purse. A plain clothes
officer working security escorted her to the back of the
store, where she met a second officer.
She was in a state of
shock, accused of a crime
that, in one instant, could
derail her future. Frightened,
alone, and isolated, she began to blame herself as she
was roughly questioned by
the two police officers.
But in that moment,
Pam remembered the voice of
her mother, Flora Foster, who
completed a degree in Sociology in her 40’s. Joining her
mother was the voice of her
father, the late and great
Preacher Thomas Foster. A
man who began his life as a
child sharecropper to become
the first African American to
earn a civil engineering degree
from the University of Arkansas and who later taught at
Texas Southern University.
Their voices told her to
stand up, to speak up, and
that the sacrifices of so many

Pam Davis
generations before her would
not be jeopardized by an act
of injustice. In that moment,
Pam not only spoke up for
herself, she decided to speak
up for others. This incident,
among others, would propel
Pam to eventually become an
attorney and defend others
against all forms of injustice
and serve as a voice for the
voiceless.
Today, Pam Davis is
running for the 261st District
Court, seeking to fill the vacancy left by Judge Lora
Livingston, who is leaving a
rich legacy as an advocate for
giving back to the community
through pro bono services. In
fact, Pam was honored a few
weeks ago as one of this
year’s Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas Judge
Suzanne Covington Pro Bono
Service Award honorees.
“I’ve driven to elderly
client’s homes so they don’t
have to travel, volunteered
pro bono with Legal Services
of Central Texas, served as an
election judge and election
clerk, helped people register
to vote, marched against gun
violence, and helped call the
elderly about where to get
tested for Covid as a Democratic Party volunteer,” Pam
Davis said when asked about
giving back to the community.
“I’ve never sought accolades
as a measure of career success,

but rather measured success
as my parents would, in community impact,” Pam said.
Pam Davis earned a
Bachelor in Sociology from
UT Austin, the same degree
for which her mother returned to school. She earned
a law degree from Texas
Southern University where
her father once taught. And
she didn’t stop there. After
graduating from law school,
she worked with friends to
provide a free community legal clinic, every Saturday, for
two years
For approximately 9
years, Pam served as an Assistant Attorney General in
the child support division
where she conducted hundreds of family law hearings
and eventually became responsible for managing litigation, managing State and
Federal Legislation, serving
on the 82nd and 83rd Legislative team, and providing inhouse law services to all child
support offices in Texas.
As a solo practitioner,
Pam practices family law,
criminal law, and civil law,
consisting of personal injury,
real estate, employment,
wills, probate, business incorporations, and tax cases.
In Travis County District
Courts, 64% of the case load
is in family law and the remaining 36% are civil cases.
With 23 years as an attorney,
Pam Davis enters the race
with twice the experience as
any other candidate and is
the only candidate for the
261st District Court that is
Texas Board Certified in Family Law. Pam is running for
the 261st District Court because Travis County children
deserve a compassionate
champion to ensure their
best outcomes and civil litigants expect a knowledgeable jurist.
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First confirmed U.S. case of Omicron
variant detected in California
by Dylan Stableford and Andrew Romano | Yahoo! News

Dr. Anthony Fauci speaks during a briefing at the White House on Wednesday.
(AP Photo/Susan Walsh)

(U.S.) - Less than a
week after it was first
detected in South Africa,
U.S. health officials said
Wednesday that the
country’s first case of the
new
Omicron
coronavirus variant has
been confirmed in California.
Dr. Anthony Fauci,
the nation’s top infectious disease expert, announced the news at a
White House press briefing.
"The California and
San Francisco departments of public health
and the CDC have confirmed that a recent case
of COVID-19 among an
individual in California
was caused by Omicron
variant," Fauci said.
The individual was
a fully-vaccinated traveler who returned from
South Africa on Nov. 22
and tested positive on
Nov. 29, Fauci said. The

person, who has not
been publicly identified,
is self-quarantining and
experiencing mild symptoms, which Fauci said
"appear to be improving." Contact tracing has
been conducted, Fauci
added, and all of their
close contacts have
tested negative so far.
"We knew that it
was just a matter of
time," he said.
California Gov.
Gavin Newsom said that
the state's "large-scale
testing and early detection systems" uncovered
the case, adding: "We
should assume that it’s
in other states as well."
"There’s no reason
to panic," Newsom
tweeted. "But we should
remain vigilant. That
means get vaccinated.
Get boosted. Wear a
mask indoors."
Dr. Rochelle P.
Walensky, director of the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said
Tuesday that the agency
was “actively looking” for
the variant but had not
yet found a case.
The Omicron variant, tagged as B.1.1.529,
was first reported to the
World Health Organization by South Africa on
Nov. 24. The WHO classified Omicron a "variant
of concern" on Friday
due to a high number of
mutations that could
help the virus evade the
vaccines and spread
more easily.
It has since been
detected in more than a
dozen countries, including Australia, Austria,
Botswana, Belgium, Britain, Canada, Czech Republic,
Denmark,
France, Germany, Hong
Kong, Israel, Italy, Japan,
the Netherlands, Portugal and the United
States.

