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Netflix leads the
nominations across

motion picture,
TV categories.
See NAACP
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29,000 Texans
affected by

energy surge.
See BILLS
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Motown legend,
co-founder of
The Supremes
passes at 78.
See WILSON
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Texas energy board officials to resign
in wake of catastrophic power outages

(NBC) - Four board members of Texas' power
grid operator intend to resign after last week's black-
outs left millions of people without electricity in
brutal winter weather.

The board chairwoman and vice chairman of
the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, or ERCOT,
along with two other board members, issued a joint
statement announcing their intention to resign at a
meeting Wednesday, according to a filing with the
Texas Public Utility Commission.

"To allow state leaders a free hand with future
direction and to eliminate distractions, we are re-
signing from the board effective after our urgent
board teleconference meeting adjourns on Wednes-
day, February 24, 2021," the statement said.

ERCOT did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

The letter was signed by Chairwoman Sally
Talberg, Vice Chairman Peter Cramton, Finance and
Audit Committee Chairman Terry Bulger and Human
Resources and Governance Committee Chairman
Raymond Hepper.

The four members said in the letter that they
have heard the concerns about "out-of-state" board
leadership and want to acknowledge Texans' "pain
and suffering" during the past week.

"With the right follow through, Texas can lead
the nation in investing in infrastructure and emer-
gency preparedness to withstand the effects of se-
vere weather events — whether in the form of
flooding, drought, extreme temperatures, or hurri-
canes," the letter said. "We want what is best for
ERCOT and Texas."

A fifth person, Craig Ivey, withdrew his peti-
tion to fill a vacant spot on the board in a letter
acknowledging that he, too, lives outside Texas, ac-
cording to the filing. Ivey said in his notice that Texas
is a state with a "rich history" where the people are

By Doha Madani | NBC News

"proud, independent, and resilient."
"I have every confidence that Texas and ERCOT

will emerge from this crisis better than before,"
Ivey's letter said.

Gov. Greg Abbott said he "welcomed" the res-
ignations in a statement Tuesday.

"When Texans were in desperate need of elec-
tricity, ERCOT failed to do its job and Texans were
left shivering in their homes without power," Abbott
said. "ERCOT leadership made assurances that
Texas' power infrastructure was prepared for the
winter storm, but those assurances proved to be
devastatingly false."

Abbot declared reform of ERCOT a top priority
last week, urging the Legislature to investigate the
energy grid service.

"This is unacceptable," he said. "Reviewing the
preparations and decisions by ERCOT is an emer-
gency item so we can get a full picture of what
caused this problem and find long-term solutions."

More than 3 million people and businesses
were left without power after a major winter cold
front swept Texas last week, leaving Texans with-
out power in below-freezing temperatures. Resi-
dents struggled to stay warm, and the lack of heat-
ing froze pipes, contributing to a water crisis in the
state.

ERCOT, which oversees about 90 percent of
Texas' energy production, cited frozen equipment
for the loss of output from its natural gas and some
renewable energy sources.

Even though Texas is one of the largest energy
producers and consumers in the country, it is not
subject to federal regulations, because it relies on
its own energy grid. Critics have said the lack of over-
sight allowed the state to shirk its responsibilities
under federal requirements that would have bet-
ter prepared the energy grid for winter weather.

Isaiah Buckram sits in his car to warm up outside his home in Austin, Texas on Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021,
during a power outage caused by a winter storm. Credit: Jay Janner/AP

Texas
disaster

puts
Beto

O’Rourke
back in
business

By DAVID SIDERS
Politico

(POLITICO) -While
Ted Cruz was getting clob-
bered for fleeing Texas
amid its historic winter
storm, the Democrat he
defeated in 2018, Beto
O’Rourke, was already
deep into disaster relief
mode — soliciting dona-
tions for storm victims, de-
livering pallets of water
from his pickup truck and
once again broadcasting
his movements on
Facebook Live.

It was part of an ef-
fort orchestrated by
O’Rourke and his organiza-
tion, Powered by People,
in response to the crisis. It
was also, to Texas Demo-
crats, a sign that O’Rourke
the politician is back.

The former congress-
man and onetime Demo-
cratic sensation acknowl-
edged last month that he’s
considering running for
governor in 2022, and he
has discussed the possibil-
ity with Democratic Party
officials and other associ-
ates. The drubbing that

Texas Republicans are tak-
ing in the wake of the
deadly storm may provide
him with an opening —
even in his heavily Repub-
lican state.

“After all of Texas
freezes over because of
poor leadership, I think it’s
a different state of Texas
than it was two weeks
ago,” said Mikal Watts, a
San Antonio-based lawyer
and major Democratic
money bundler.

If O’Rourke runs for
governor, Watts said, “I
think he could catch fire.”

BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH

COMES TO
AN END!

   This year’s Black His-
tory Month  was given its
proper respect as
America gave this month
its proper attention.
   I remember when I
was in High School, we
did not have this holiday.
Instead we had a week to
celebrate our heritage
and it was not a part of
our history lesson, but
our History Teacher
(Ms.Hill) made a point to
have us celebrate. She
would decorate her class
room with our ancestors
and we took pride in cel-
ebrating them.  I was
shocked when I went to
college to discover that
most of the students that
entered when I did had
never had the
oppurtunity to have a
“Ms Hill” to teach them.
   I want to congratulate
our YOUTH BRIGADE
students who took the
celebration of Black His-
tory on as a time to learn
about the Black Experi-
ences of their ancestors
and share that knowl-
edge with the commu-
nity. It was very gratify-
ing to see them devote
their time to this while
doing their school work
at home due to the pan-
demic.
   I believe that the stu-
dents will have a differ-
ent outlook about their
community and ances-
tors after reading about
the contributions of
Blacks in our History
and of being among the
leaders in the develop-
ment  of  America.
   It was also very grati-
fying to notice the non
Black students also make
the celebration a time to
learn more information
about their classmates
and their families.
   Black History Month
may be over for this year,
but I believe that it will
carry over to coming
years and help us get rid
of the Racial Divide that
has existed for far too
long in this Country.
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1 75 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service 

                  on YouTube Live. Click the 

                  QR code for Worship Services.  

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

NOMINEES ANNOUNCED FOR
52nd NAACP IMAGE AWARDS

Edited by Naomi Richard

(ENTERTAINMENT) - The full-list of nominees
for the 52nd NAACP Image Awards were announced
in a special virtual event on NAACP Image Awards’
Instagram channel hosted by Tony-award winning
actress and singer Anika Noni-Rose, actress and
singer Chloe Bailey, actress Erika Alexander, actor,
dancer, and choreographer Nicco Annan, and ac-
tor and singer TC Carson. NAACP Image award-win-
ning and Emmy-nominated talk show “The Real”,
kicked-off the announcement revealing nominees
in 15 categories ahead of the virtual event. The win-
ners will be revealed during the two-hour LIVE TV
special airing on BET and will be simulcast across
ViacomCBS Networks including CBS, BET Her, VH1,
MTV, MTV2, and LOGO on March 27th, 2021 at 7c.

With the rise in usage of streaming services
this year, Netflix leads the nominations across the
motion picture and television categories with 48
total nominations followed by HBO who received a
total of 25 nominations. Beyonce received the most
nominations of any artist in the music recording
categories with 6 and RCA Records leads with the
most nominations across record labels with 12
nominations. For the literary categories
HarperCollins Publishers lead with 9 nominations.

NAACP additionally announced the nominees
for the Special Awards categories which include En-
tertainer of the Year and Social Justice Impact.
Nominees for the Entertainer of the Year award in-
clude D-Nice, Regina King, Trevor Noah, Tyler Perry
and Viola Davis. Nominees for the Social Justice
Impact award include April Ryan, Debbie Allen,

Lebron James, Stacey Abrams and Tamika Mallory.
“We are excited to recognize and celebrate this

year’s nominees, who at times throughout this un-
precedented year have provided moments of lev-
ity, brought our communities together, and lifted
our spirits through culture when we needed it the
most,” said NAACP President and CEO Derrick
Johnson.

“BET shares the NAACP’s commitment to en-
gage and empower our community, and we are
proud to serve as partners on the 52nd Annual Im-
age Awards,” said BET President Scott Mills. “The
NAACP Image Awards uniquely honors our culture
and community, recognizing those who help tell our
stories through music, TV, movies, and literature. It
is a distinct privilege for us to amplify the incred-
ible work of the NAACP—and the best and bright-
est creative minds in the entertainment industry—
across our ViacomCBS properties.

The NAACP Image Awards honors the accom-
plishments of people of color in the fields of televi-
sion, music, literature, and film and also recognizes
individuals or groups who promote social justice
through creative endeavors.

Voting is now open to the public to determine
the winners of the 52nd NAACP IMAGE AWARDS by
visiting www.naacpimageawards.net – Voting closes
on Friday, March 5th. Winners will be revealed dur-
ing the 52nd NAACP Image Awards telecast. Non-
televised award categories will be announced vir-
tually March 22-26.  For all information and the lat-
est news, please follow NAACP Image Awards on
Instagram @NAACPImageAwards.

Pastor Joseph Parker joins
Austin For All People as a volunteer co-chair

Pastor Parker serves at David Chapel Missionary Baptist Church

(AUSTIN, TX) – Austin For All People today
announced the addition of Pastor Joseph Parker as
a volunteer co-chair. This coalition of concerned citi-
zens opposes the proposed charter amendment
that aims to establish a mayor-council form of gov-
ernment—often referred to as a “strong mayor”
system.

“I am proud to join this diverse group of vol-
unteers that is voicing the opinions of people across
Austin in opposition to the proposed changes that
would throw away our current city government
structure,” Parker said. “Without a doubt, our gov-
ernment can be more responsive, accountable, equi-
table and just for our diverse community, but throw-
ing out the entire system is not the path forward.”

Parker also weighed in on the charges that
somehow the council-manager form of government
is racist:

“As to the idea that we should change our sys-
tem of government because it was born in the Jim
Crow era, a city manager only implements and ad-
ministers the policies the mayor and city council put
in place. Was it the white city manager or the white
mayor and city council members that created and
approved the racist Master Plan? Did the white
manager simply implement the plan that had been
approved by his white bosses? What system in Aus-
tin or America cannot trace its roots or influences
in some way to racism, slavery, Reconstruction, Jim
Crow, or legal segregation? I have not seen or heard
any claims that our current council-city manager
form of government is inherently racist and find this
particular attack to be cynical and it is designed to
distract from the real issues at hand.”

Pastor Parker joins the following previously
announced local volunteers in leading the grassroots
organization:

· Co-Chair Mason Ayer,
CEO of Kerbey Lane Cafe and immediate-past
board chair of United Way for Greater Austin
· Co-Chair Jesus Garza,
former City of Austin city manager and former
Seton Healthcare Family chief executive officer
· Co-Chair Catherine Q. Morse,
partner with Austin-based Enoch Kever and
long-time community leader
· Director of Community Engagement
    Nico Ramsey,
a corporate social responsibility professional
and civil rights activist
Learn more about Austin For All People by
visiting austinforallpeople.org.

Pastor Joseph C. Parker, Jr., Esq., D.Min.
David Chapel Missionary Baptist Church

Austin, Texas
Co-Chair Appointment - Austin for All People
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville H. S.

Aiden Loyden
Teravista Elementary

Ruby Bridges

Ruby Bridges was
born on September 8,
1954 in Tylertown, Mis-
sissippi. She was the old-
est of four children. Her
parents were Abon and
Lucille Bridges. When
she was four, her parents
moved her family to
New Orleans, Louisiana
in search of a new job.
Ruby went to a segre-
gated kindergarten
when she was six. But
that same year, a test
was given to African
American students in
the city to see if they
could compete at all-
white schools. Ruby and
five other students
passed the test. Ruby’s
mom wanted her to go
to have a better oppor-
tunity but her dad didn’t
for safety reasons. Lucy
and two others went to

the all-white schools.
Four federal marshals
had to walk Ruby and
her mom to school ev-
eryday. She had to walk
past crowds screaming
vicious slurs at her.
People were threatening
her.

On her first day, she
spent it in the principal’s
office due to chaos by
angry white parents pull-
ing their kids from
school. Barbara Henry
was the only teacher
willing to teach Ruby.
Her family suffered due
to their courage. Abon
lost his job and grocery
stores refused to sell to
Lucille. Later, more black
students enrolled in the
school. Ruby graduated
from a desegregated
school. She got married,
had four kids, and be-
came a travel agent.

In 1999, Ruby cre-
ated the Ruby Bridges
Foundation. Its meaning
was to promote respect
and equal treatment to
all races or all differ-
ences. Norman Rockwell
created a painting called
“The Problem We All
Must Live With.” Ruby
Bridges made two books
telling her experiences as
a kid that won the Carter
G. Woodson award.

My Coldest Winter

When I woke up on
February 15 at 7:00 a. m.
, the temperature was 7
degrees Fahrenheit and
“feels like” temperature
of -9.  This was the cold-
est winter of my life.  The
snow was pretty but I
only enjoyed the win-
dow view. It was too cold
for me to even make a
snow angel or a snow
man.

Just as I finished my
breakfast, the electricity
went off. It was around
8 a.m.  If it wasn’t on by
9, I would not be able to
attend my virtual classes.
And, the day ended with
me not being able to at-

tend any classes because
the power stayed off all
day and into the night.
Although it felt good to
rest all day, it did not feel
good to be cold inside of
the house.

Around 4:30 p.m.,
the power was restored.
I did a happy dance and
was feeling good about
the warmth in my house.
Then, our lights went off
again after only being
back for one hour. Also
the water was shutoff by
the utility company.
Now I had no electricity
nor water. The utility
companies did not know
when either would be
restored.

As I closed the day,
I lit the fireplace, put on
more layers of clothes,
and counted my bless-
ings.  This will be one
winter that I will never
forget!  I am doing what-
ever I can to stay warm
and hope that you are
staying safe from the el-
ements too.

 Lacee Johnson
Connally High School

Morehouse College

Morehouse College
is a private HBCU institu-
tion well known for its
preeminent position in
being the only liberal
arts school that is his-
torically black and all
male students. Although
Morehouse is modernly
seen as one of the most
competitive and highly
selective historically
black colleges in the na-
tion, Morehouse origi-
nally began as a meager
institute called the Au-
gusta Institute. It was
founded after the Civil
War by civil rights leader
and journalist William
Jefferson White in 1867.
With the continuous
support from Rev. Rich-
ard C. Coulter, and Rev.
Edmund Turney, the in-
stitution was conducted
to initially instruct Afri-
can American men in the
teachings of belief and
education. The school
was situated inside the
Springfield Baptist
Church located in Au-
gusta, Georgia. After al-
most a decade, the Au-
gusta Institute was
moved to Atlanta, Geor-
gia in 1879, here the
school would receive
scholarships, and ex-
pand in size and expo-
sure. The school under-
went numerous name
changes and develop-
ments throughout it’s
time in Atlanta, until it’s
final structure was
settled upon in 1913.

Throughout the
span of progression in
the Morehouse College
timetable, many tre-
mendous alumni would
proceed to become key
figures in the present
society. Morehouse
would carry the legacies
of many powerful alum-
nus to their institution
name. Prime examples
being Martin Luther
King, Spike Lee, and Rev.
Joseph Parker of Austin,
Texas. Martin Luther
King Jr is the most no-
table from this group
because he was known
and praised for his mas-
sive contribution to the
civil rights movement
during the 1960s, and
his iconic “I Have A
Dream” speech. This
speech was seen and
continues to be one of

the most powerful and
compelling speeches of
the civil rights move-
ment. Martin enrolled
into Morehouse at the
young age of 15 after
skipping 2 grades in
Highschool and went on
to graduate in 1948 with
a bachelor’s degree in
Sociology. Spike Lee was
also an alumnus of
Morehouse, and he is
known for his role in the
film directing industry
producing over 50 mov-
ies and obtaining a
lengthy list of accolades
throughout his films.
Spike graduated from
Morehouse in 1979 with
a bachelor’s degree in
Mass Communication.
Morehouse would also
be the college where
Spike would ultimately
start his film-making ca-
reer, filming his first film
at Morehouse called
She’s Just Gotta Have It
in 1986. A more local
alumni of Morehouse
college in my own com-
munity would be Rev.
Joseph Parker. He gradu-
ated from the
Morehouse Institute
with a bachelor’s degree
and went on to become
a praised Minister at
David’s Chapel Church in
1982, until earning the
title pastor in September
1992. All these men
share the common bond
of being graduates of
Morehouse College and
many more prosperous
men including Samuel L
Jackson, Maynard Jack-
son, Herman Cain, and
Edwin Moses are all
former graduates of
Morehouse College.

Morehouse college
will forever hold the
legacy of being one of
the most dynamic
HBCU’s in the nation. Its
iconic history and honor-
able alumni show its
declaration of turning
hard working men into
propitious Morehouse
men within the short
time they are presented
in the Morehouse envi-
ronment. Now,
Morehouse is the No. 1
university for creating
more black male Rhodes
Scholars of all forms as
of 2018 and is the No. 1
baccalaureate-origin
school for black male
PhD recipients as of
2016. Morehouse holds
its greatness steadily
and continues to pros-
per throughout the
years. Currently,
Morehouse has an en-
rollment of 2,205 male
students. The white and
maroon colors fly higher
than ever before in the
state of Georgia now
more than ever. Go Ma-
roon Tigers!

Math Experience

One Of my best ex-
periences in math was
working on graphs dur-
ing the 6th grade. The
teacher made every stu-
dent think of a topic and
write it down. Once ev-
ery student came up
with  there everyone
had to get a partner and
switch topics. I ended up
with my friend and we
had the same topic, bas-
ketball. So I wrote all of
my favorite players,
Kobe Jordan, Curry,
Damian lillard, Kevin
Durant, and Chris Paul.
As I was working I
checked up on my friend
to see how much he got
done and we were doing

Joshua Moore
Manor  H. S.

the same thing. So I told
him to do it about bas-
ketball teams so that we
don’t get in trouble then
went back to working.
There were a lot of stu-
dents and noise but luck-
ily I was able to finish all
of my work. I really en-
joyed this activity be-
cause it was not too
hard. It helped me learn
graphs and I was able to
communicate when I
wanted.

My worst experi-
ence in math was 8th
grade and this is when I
really started to dislike
math. This was the worst
experience because I
had no friends in the
class, and I knew none of
the work we were doing
was going to help me
when I was older. The
teacher always gave us a
lot of work with little
time to complete it. The
teacher never really
helped students indi-
vidually and assigned
many unnecessary tests.
This was the worst expe-
rience because it was
boring there were no
fun projects and I didn’t
like working all the time.

Black History Recognition

 SaNaya White
Ann Richards
These past few

weeks have been difficult,
alarming, and unex-
pected. Rather than focus-
ing on the negative, we
must look at the positive
to uplift society. In honor
of black history month, we
must remember those
who have impacted our
lives significantly. Those
who have paved a way to
better our future. The per-
son of focus this week is
an individual who had a
powerful voice speaking
on civil and voting rights,
as well as the expansion of
economic opportunities
for African Americans. The
individual was born Octo-
ber 6, 1917 in Montgom-
ery County, Mississippi,
being the 20th, and last
child to their parents.
Growing up in poverty,
they joined their family in
the work of picking cot-
ton.

By age 12, they left

school to work. After get-
ting married, they re-
ceived a hysterectomy by
a caucasian doctor with-
out consent, removing the
opportunity to have chil-
dren of her own, with the
intent of decreasing the
African American popula-
tion. This woman became
a Student Non-Violent Co-
ordinating Commitee
(SNCC) organizer, leading
17 volunteers to register
to vote on August 31,
1962, at the Indianola
Mississippi Courthouse.
The group was denied the
opportunity to vote be-
cause of an unfair literacy
test. They were harassed
as they went back home
when the police stopped
their bus and fined them
for their actions. In June,
1963, after successfully
registering to vote, herself
and other African American
women were arrested for
sitting on a “whites only”
bus station restaurant in
Charleston, South Carolina.

In 1964 she co-
founded the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic
Party (MFDP), which chal-
lenged the Democratic
Party’s effort to prevent
African American partici-
pation. The group went to
the Democratic National
Conventionas argued to
be recognized as the offi-
cial delegation. By 1968,
this woman's vision for

the delegation to be rec-
ognized became a reality,
being Mississippi’s first in-
tegrated delegation. This
woman accomplished
many things, and ex-
ceeded many barriers,
such as becoming one of
the first African American
women to stand to the US
Congress, creating the
Freedom Farm Coopera-
tive (FFC), ensured that
200 units of low-income

housing were built, and
also helped to create the
National Women's Politi-
cal Caucus.

At the age of 59, she
passed away due to breast
cancer. Who is the woman
who has performed many
tasks to allow African
Americans to gain more
rights and have a better
future? This incredible
woman, is Fannie Lou
Hamer.
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Zoey King
Idea Montopolis

First African-American Woman Pilot

Jill Elaine Brown
was born in 1950. She
grew up in Baltimore,
Maryland and is a retired
pilot, who was the first
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n
woman to become a pi-
lot for a major American
passenger airline. Ac-
cording to Google, about
0.01%, or about 50 total,
of U.S. commercial pilots

are African -American
women. Ms. Brown al-
ways had a love of flying
and when she was
young her family pur-
chased a small airplane.
At 17 years old she be-
gan taking flying lessons.

After graduating
high school she at-
tended University of
Maryland. After graduat-
ing college she worked
as a teacher. In 1974 she
joined the Navy and be-
gan flight training. She
only stayed in the mili-
tary for 6 months. In
1978 Ms. Brown flew for
Texas International Air-
lines where she became
the nation’s first female
African-American pilot
for a commercial airline
at 28 years old. After fly-
ing she worked as an ad-
vocate for other African-
American aviators.

A Tree Caught on Fire

 Last Friday my
house had no power
from 3 pm till 5 pm the
next day. Since it had
rained the day before
and the temperature
dropped overnight, the
trees were weighed
down by ice.

High up, icy tree
branches started to clash
up against telephone
wires and caught fire. It
was a small ball of fire
though. Not big enough
to burn the house down,
but still concerning. I
was almost finished with
yoga and on my last pose
when I looked out the
window to find a fire in
the tree.

I’m a calm person
so I wasn’t phased, but

Rebekah McNeal
Round Rock H. S.

after yoga that day I was
extra calm. I was in the
middle of a pose mum-
bling to my mom, ‘Look
the tree’s on fire’ and
pointing at it. She came
to me confused and
started squinting out the
window. Then I was like,
‘Look. Do you see that
orange ball in the tree?
Fire.’ She was shocked
and got worried fast. She
started pacing back and
forth while making
phone calls to 911 then
our electricity company.

The little fire was
out by the time the fire
department came. Plus,
they said they couldn’t
do anything because of
the wires on the trees.

A while after they
left, the wind smacked a
tree up against the
wires. We heard a large
pop and the power shut
off. Not just for our
house though, 24
houses on our block. But
I was fine, I didn’t mind.
It got me off school a
little early and I still had
hot water, a backup
heater, a gas stove, and
my phone to watch TV.

But on Monday, the
pipes froze. Ughhhhhh!

Sarah Robertson
Connally H. S.

Winter Weather Power Outages

This past week all
of Texas have gone
through power outages
and water shortages due
to the increase of harsh
weather conditions.
With the harsh winter
weather caused by glo-
bal warming which is
causing the polar vortex
to wobble and dispose
of cold weather down-
ward. Many families.
schools and businesses
were left without water

and power for the entire
week. Snow and ice
blocked people from go-
ing to work, school and
even getting food. The
power outages are due
to how the Texas power
grids are set up. In Texas
the power grid is just
exclusive to Texas. How-
ever, everywhere else,
multiple states share the
same power grid.

Even after all the
ice and snow has
melted, many people
are still feeling the ef-
fects from the long cold
week, with pipes burst-
ing and roofs eroding.
Thankfully there has
been an increase in the
temperature with
weather in the 70s. Re-
member to stay safe,
wash your hands and
stay home.

Ruby George
Cele Middle School

The Snow Storm that affected Texas

Nearly 170 million
people are under winter
weather advisories
Monday, with icy roads,
power outages, and dan-
gerously low tempera-
tures threatening to
snarl traffic and paralyze
cities from coast to
coast.

In the nation's
heartland, at least 11
people have died in
weather-related vehicle
accidents since cold
temperatures took hold
of the country. Nine died
in three separate inci-
dents in Texas Thursday,
one person was killed in
Kentucky, and another
died in a wreck in Okla-
homa Sunday. Almost 3
million customers were
without power in the US
as of early Monday
morning, with the ma-
jority of outages re-

ported in Texas, where
rolling outages started
overnight amid high de-
mand. The severe winter
weather has sparked
emergency declarations
in at least seven states,
including Alabama, Or-
egon, Oklahoma, Kan-
sas, Kentucky, Missis-
sippi and Texas  which
has borne the brunt of
the cold weather. Hous-
ton Mayor Sylvester
Turner, who declared a
state of emergency ear-
lier in the day, echoed
the chief's orders

"Please stay off the
roads tonight and
through tomorrow. This
is serious! The roads are
dangerous!" On top of
the danger icy roads
pose, the mayor also
cautioned residents that
the weather could cause
rolling blackouts. Icy
roads in Texas have al-
ready proved deadly. A
pile-up in Fort Worth on
Thursday, involving
more than 130 cars,
killed nine people and
injured dozens more,
with at least 65 people
seeking treatment at lo-
cal hospitals following
the crash. A nurse driv-
ing home from work in
the Houston area was
rescued by other motor-
ists when her car hit a
patch of ice on Friday.

Kaitlyn  Cannon
Bluebonnet Trail Elem.

Valentine’s Day, President’s
Day, and Black History Month

www.TheAustinVillager.com

TheVillagerAnd
BlackRegistryCompany

Celebrating these
three important holi-
days is educational and
special. They remind
me to tell my family,
friends, neighbors,
teachers and church
members how special
they are in my life and
how much I love them.
The celebration of
these holidays reminds
me to give  “Thanks to
our LORD GOD”, for cre-
ating me and the spe-
cial love given to me
(Genesis chp 2:7). I am
learning to be more
helpful to others, shar-
ing gifts with others,
and remembering to
clean up my mess even
when I don’t want.

The history of
Valentine’s Day dates
to year 270, eventually
recognized more than
200 years later as St
Valentine Day. This
holiday was named af-
ter a Catholic priest,
Saint Valentine who
lived in Rome in the 3RD

Century. At the time of
his life Romans were
converting to Christian-
ity, but the Emperor
Claudius 11, a pagan (a
person who did not be-
lieve in Christianity)
created strict laws
about what Christians
were allowed to do.
The Emperor believed
that Roman soldiers
should be completely
devoted to Rome and
passed a law prevent-
ing them to marry. St.
Valentine began to
marry theses soldiers in
secret Christian cer-
emonies, and this was
the beginning of his
reputation for believing
in the importance of
love.

Valentine was dis-
covered and jailed for
his crimes against Em-
peror Claudius. While
in prison and showing
care for his fellow pris-
oners and his jailor’s
blind daughter, legend
has it that Valentine
cured the girl’s blind-
ness and that his final
act before being ex-
ecuted was to write her
a love message signed
from your Valentine.
Valentine was executed
on February 14, 270.

President ’s Day
2021 is also known as
George Washington’s
Birthday, Monday, Feb-
ruary 15, 2021. It is a
day dedicated to cel-
ebrating all  United
States presidents, past
and present. The holi-
day was originally es-
tablished in 1885 to cel-

ebrate George
Washington’s birthday
after his death, the first
president of the United
States, born February
22, 1732. He served as
U.S. President April 30,
1789 to March 4, 1797.
He was a member of
the Federalist Political
Party.

Presidents still liv-
ing James (Jimmie) Earl
Carter, 39th U.S. Presi-
dent, W ill iam
(Bill)Clinton, 42nd U.S.
President George W.
Bush,43rd U.S. Presi-
dent, Barack H. Obama
II, 44th U.S. President.

Black History
Month is an annual ob-
servance in the United
States, also known as
African American His-
tory Month, originating
in the United States,
observed in Canada,
United Kingdom and
Netherlands, and more
recently Ireland. It is the
special celebration of
the African -American
history, including African
diaspora(people who
come from a particular
nation ,or whose ances-
tors came from it, but
who now live in many
different parts of the
world) in February, and
October ( Ireland and
Netherlands).

This celebrated
event was initially
known as Negro History
Week. It was created in
1926 in the United
States, when historian,
Carter G. Woodson and
the Association for the
Study of Negro Life and
History declared the
second week of Febru-
ary to be “Negro His-
tory Week”. This week
was chosen because it
was announced during
the same week of
Abraham Lincoln’s birth-
day, February 12th and
Frederick Douglass’s
birthday February 20th,
both which dates black
communities celebra-
tion together since the
late 19th century. Negro
History Week was the
center of the equation.

Black History is so
very valuable to the
world and the United
States of America!

Respectfully, we
love our country and
compliment the contin-
ued effort to make our
country safe and happy
again. Our New U.S.
President Joe Biden
and Vice President Ka-
mala Harris (the first
female and (our first
Black Female) are very
much appreciated for
the work they do to
help our country heal.
My classmates and I are
so happy to soon be
able to visit with each
other on our school
playground.

R e f e r e n c e s :
GOOGLE, History of Val-
entine Day, year 2019,
Google, President’s Day;
The Presidents of The
United States of America
2018, National Museum
of African America His-
tory and Culture, years
2020, 2021

THE TALENTED TENTH
SOCIETY: CULTIVATING THE

NEXT GENERATION OF YOUNG,
BLACK LEADERS IN AUSTIN

by Autumn A. Arnett

(SOULCITI) - Growing up, my Saturdays were
packed: 07:30 a.m. – Wake up and shower, walk across
the street to the hair salon, 08:00 a.m. – Hair appoint-
ment, and 10:30 a.m. – My grandma would pick me
up from the salon.

Every other Saturday, I had choir rehearsal at
11:00 a.m. On the Saturdays I didn’t have choir re-
hearsal, we’d head to the nail salon. Rehearsal ended
around 1:00, and I had image development and eti-
quette class at 2:30. That gave us just enough time to
get some lunch before class started. On Saturdays that
we went to the nail salon instead, it gave us time to
get across town to the side where church and my im-
age development class two miles up the road from
church were located.

Image development class was combined with
walk practice, and my 11-15 or 16-year-old self liked
being able to tell my friends I was going to modeling
practice. In retrospect, it was a genius model. I can-
not find any of the old pictures from the fashion shows
I participated in, but I still live my life according to the
mantra I selected at the beginning of the class: “I will
strive to pattern my life after a candle, radiating light
to those around me.”

I didn’t realize the importance of the program to
my social development until I was much older. It wasn’t
affiliated with my church at all, but like my church,
everyone in the program, all the instructors, the owner,
everyone was Black. It actually wasn’t until I moved
to Austin in 2019 that I began to fully appreciate just
how different the worlds I had grown up in — first in
D.C. and its Maryland suburbs, then in Atlanta, where
I went to college and started my family — were from
everywhere else.

The program will consist of 12-weeks of image
development and social etiquette classes, and walk
practice for our culminating fashion show. There will
be a business pitch competition, an oratorical contest,
and a formal dining experience for the young men and
women in the program. We’re capping participation
at 12 for each cohort — so 12 boys and 12 girls — to
keep the conversations rich and engaging. Applications
are open now through March 1, and I’d love to see
you there!
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The Arctic Blast

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
From February 15 to 18,
2021, a big Arctic blast
installed itself over the
State of Texas.  After
snow fell, there was a
deep freeze causing
some record low-level
temperatures, such as 4
degrees in the Austin
area and 17 degrees in
the Houston area. This
bitter cold front brought
rolling blackouts to mil-
lions of households
across the State of Texas.
These rolling blackouts
caused countless resi-
dents to go without the
ability to heat their
homes and later cause
water plants to shut
down.

The utter failure
also comes from our lo-
cal and state
government's lack of
planning.  According to
reports, the Electric Re-
liability Council of Texas
(ERCOT) which, is a po-

litical appointee, met for
a single minute to dis-
cuss and plan for the
Arctic winter blast that
was approaching Texas.
As a result, citizens had
to fend on their own.

According to ex-
perts, it is the failure of
planning that left Texans
to suffer this traumatic
experience.  As numer-
ous Texans were without
water and electricity,
some elected officials
like the United States
Senator Ted Cruz of
Texas had fled to
Cancun, Mexico, to
avoid the cold. Once
again, Texans felt let
down by their elected
officials. There is a
need for a commission
that would both inves-
tigate and provide an
answer to this incident.
The entire ERCOT board
needs to resign due to
the fact of their lack of
planning.

Ghanaian Americans
Plan Independence

Day Celebration
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER Columnist

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Austin's Ghanaian Com-
munity is celebrating
their Independence Day
on March 6, 2021. Ghana
is one of the first inde-
pendent countries on the
African continent. Ghana
first received its Indepen-
dence on March 6, 1957,
setting the tone for other
African countries, espe-
cially for other West Afri-
can countries. Conse-
quently, when Ghana cel-
ebrates her indepen-
dence, it serves as a re-
membrance to other Af-
rican countries that self-
determination is pos-
sible.

This year, the Austin
Ghanaian Americans de-
cided to join with the
other Ghanaian Ameri-
cans of Houston, Texas, to

enjoy their week-long
observance. Further-
more, the commemora-
tion will include a soccer
game, award ceremony,
and an Evening Gala. This
event served as a way to
strengthen the bond be-
tween the Ghanaian
American Diaspora.

According to the or-
ganizers, there is a large
Ghanaian American
population living in Cen-
tral Texas, around 600.
Over the years, there has
been a trending growth
of the African community
in Central Texas. Most of
them come to Central
Texas due to the good
economic climate. Al-
ways remembering their
people, they seek to give
back to their homelands
in various ways.

Togolese of Texas Humanitarian Action

VILLAGER NEWS) -
Over the holidays of
2020, Mr. Eli Dogbe flew
back to his native land of
Togo, also known as
Terre de nos aieux, to
relax and engage in hu-
manitarian works. Some
of his humanitarian
works included provid-

by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

Why Some Texans are getting Sky-High Energy Bills

ing gifts to less fortunate
children in Lome, Togo.
According to the United
Nations index of happi-
ness, Togo is one of the
saddest countries. As a
result, these gifts
brighten the lives of so
many kids. Mr. Eli plans
to bring clean water, de-
livering 100 water wells
to Togolese residents.

According to the non-
profit Togolese of Texas,
"we are happy to see one

of the members engaging
in this humanitarian These
wells will provide clean
drinking water across the
nation of Togo. Unfortu-
nately, adults and children
have to walk miles to get
water.

Although his birth
nation is Togo, his adop-
tive land is the United
States. In 2000, Mr.
Dodge arrived in the
United States as an im-
migrant looking for a

better life for him and his
family. After working for
a Fortune 100 company,
Mr. Dogbe felt the need
to give back to his adop-
tive country. As a result,
he joined the United
States army.  In the US
Army, Mr. Dogbe was
deployed to various con-
flict areas, then decided
to retire from the US
Army in which he re-
ceived an honorable dis-
charge.

by Joseph Pisani and
Jonathan Mattise
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP)
After unusual icy weather
left millions of Texans
without power, some are
facing another crisis: Sky-
high electricity bills.

The surge in pricing
is hitting people who have
chosen to pay wholesale
prices for their power,
which is typically cheaper
than paying fixed rates
during good weather, but
can spike when there’s
high demand for electric-
ity. Many of those who
have reported receiving
large bills are customers
of electricity provider

Griddy, which only oper-
ates in Texas.

Among them is Su-
san Hosford of Denison,
Texas. On a typical Febru-
ary day, she pays Griddy
less than $2.50 for power.
But the one-day cost
spiked to hundreds of dol-
lars after the storm. In all,
she was automatically
charged $1,346.17 for the
first two weeks of Febru-
ary, which was more than
she had in her checking
account, causing her bank
to charge her overdraft
fees and affect other bills.
WHAT  ARE
WHOLESALE
ELECTRICITY PRICES?

Wholesale electric-
ity prices fluctuate based

(Lola Gomez / The Dallas Morning News via AP)

on demand. Because
natural gas pipelines and
wind turbines froze up in
Texas, there was less
power available, but high
demand for electricity,

causing wholesale prices
to shoot up, said Joshua
Rhodes, an energy re-
search associate at the
University of Texas.

People are able to

pay wholesale prices in
Texas because it’s one of
the only states that lets
people pick which com-
pany it buys power from,
Rhodes said.

WHATISGRIDDY?
Griddy said it has

29,000 members. It’s un-
clear how many other
Texans also pay wholesale
prices from other compa-
nies.

HOW MANY PEOPLE
ARE AFFECTED?

Griddy said it has
29,000 members. It’s un-
clear how many other
Texans also pay wholesale
prices from other compa-
nies.

WILL THOSE WHO
GOT LARGE BILLS GET

FINANCIAL HELP?
That’s unclear. Texas

Governor Greg Abbott
said Sunday that he is
working with members of
the legislature to address
skyrocketing energy bills
and “find ways that the
state can help reduce this
burden.” But he didn’t
give specifics on what
that may be. For the time
being, the state has
stopped companies from
cutting off power for not
paying.

Rhodes said bailing
out customers may be a
hard sell since they opted
to pay wholesale prices
and may have paid a
much lower price than
others for some time.

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

Wonder
Women

(VILLAGERS) - What
makes Super Bowl cham-
pion head coach Bruce
Arians different from other
NFL head coaches?

Basically, Arians
doesn’t care what you or I
or anyone else thinks. He
marches to the beat of a dif-
ferent drummer.

Arians coaches the
way he wants to coach, and
he hires who he wants -
even if his hiring process
goes against the grain of
most NFL head coaches.

Lori Locust Maral Javadifars

A recent Super Bowl
champion on the field as
well as a champion of diver-
sity off the field, Arians’
Tampa Bay Buccaneers fea-
ture a whopping 12 assis-
tant coaches who happened
to be Black - including offen-
sive coordinator Byron
Leftwich, defensive coordi-
nator Todd Bowles, special-
teams coordinator Keith
Armstrong and run game
coordinator/assistant head
coach Harold Goodwin,
Arians also heads the only
NFL coaching staff with two
fulltime female assistants.

Lori Locust and Maral
Javadifars, take a bow, in
becoming the first NFL fe-
male assistants to coach on
a Super Bowl champion.

Last year, Katie Sowers be-
came the first female to
coach in a Super Bowl with
the San Francisco 49ers.

“If you can teach, you
can coach,” Arians told re-
porters. “As far as the
women, it was time. It was
time for that door to be
knocked down because
they’re very, very qualified.”

Arians and Locust go
way back - about 40 years,
in fact. Arians coached
Locust’s ex-husband as
Temple’s head coach in the
1980s. Arians kept tabs on
Locust, 56, who took up
playing semi-pro football at
40 and latched onto coach-
ing after being sidelined
with an injury.

As her interest in
coaching grew, Locust at-
tended coaching sympo-

siums where she was the
only woman attendee. In
2018, she hooked up with
the NFL’s Baltimore Ravens
as a defensive line coaching
intern. She is currently
Tampa Bay’s assistant de-
fensive line coach.

Javadifars, 30, is the
daughter of Iranian immi-
grants who fled Iran after
the revolution. She spent
her childhood in the U.S.
and played college basket-
ball at Pace University. She
earned a doctorate in physi-
cal therapy and serves as
Tampa Bay’s assistant
strength and conditioning
coach.

I can hardly wait to
see whom Arians will hire
next.

Tampa Bay Buccaneers assistant coaches
prove that the time is now.

Witness The Real
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

New Jobs for the
Week of 02/14/21
Assistant, Senior
Administrative
Job # 2102012

San Gabriel Campus
 Coordinator,

High School Programs
Academic Success

Job # 2102011
Location as assigned
Assistant I, Executive

Job # 2102010
HighlandCampus
Trainer, Career/

Workforce Preparation
–   Part- Time (50%)

Job # 2102008
Highland Campus

Advisor, TRIO Student
Support Services

Program
Job # 2102007

Riverside Campus
Accountant

Job # 2102005
Service Center
Analyst, Senior

Institutional Research
Job # 2101008

   Highland Business
 Cenenter
Apply at HR

Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752

Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Integral Care is cur-
rently soliciting propos-
als through a Request for
Proposals process for
Property Management
Services. RFPs may be
sent electronically, by
contacting Brody Bal-
lard a t brod       y  .ballard
@integralcare.org begin-
ning February 5, 2021.
The deadline to submit a
proposal under the RFP
is 4 p.m. CST on March
5, 2021. Historically
Underutilized Busi-
nesses, including Minor-
ity-Owned Businesses
and Women-Owned
Businesses, are encour-
aged to apply.

Balfour Beatty Con-
struction is soliciting
Minority and Women-
Owned Business Enter-
prise participation for the
City of Austin Seaholm
Intake Facility Rehabili-
tation project. Solicita-
tion documents are avail-
able at the link below or
at One Texas Center, 505
Barton Springs Road,
10th Floor, Suite 1045-
C-Congress Room.

Mary Wilson, Co-Founding Member
of The Supremes, Dies at 76

By Melissa Fontenette-Mitchell | Special VILLAGER Contributor

(VILLAGER) - Mary
Wilson, one of the original
members of the Supremes,
the 1960s girl group that
helped establish the
Motown sound, has died.
She was 76.

Mary Wilson died
Monday, February 8th at
her home in Las Vegas and
the cause was not imme-
diately clear, said publicist
Jay Schwartz.

Mary was a Motown
legend, bestselling author,
music activist, former U.S.
cultural ambassador and
co-founding member of
The Supremes—of which
she was dubbed “the sexy
one.”

As a co-founding
member of The Supremes,
she transformed the face
of pop music to become a
trendsetter who broke
down racial, and gender
barriers, which all started
with the wild success of
their first number one
song. The group started in
Detroit, Michigan as The
Primettes in 1959, The
Supremes were Motown’s
most successful group of
the 1960s, scoring 12 No.
1 single. They also con-
tinue to reign as America’s
most successful vocal
group to date. Their influ-
ence carried through var-
ies music genres such as
contemporary R&B, soul
and pop, they also helped
pave the way for other
Black artists.

Mary accomplished
an unprecedented 12 #1
hits with 5 of them being
consecutive from 1964-
1965. Those songs are
“Where Did Our Love Go”,
“Baby Love”, “Come See
About Me”, “Stop! In the
Name of Love” and “Back
in My Arms Again” confer-
ring to the Billboard Maga-
zine. This year, Mary kicked
off the celebration of the
60th anniversary of The
Supremes.

Mary inspired by the
way women are using the
Me-Too movement to
voice their suffering and

begin to heal. I interviewed
Mary in 2019 she stated
“when you see something,
say something”. In her
1986 memoir, “Dreamgirl,”
Wilson wrote about how
her friend and bandmate
Florence Ballard was raped
by an acquaintance after a
sock hop, derailing her
dreams as they were be-
ginning to take off.

Melissa Fontentte-Mitchell (L) with Mary
Wilson.Photo  courtesy Melissa

Fontenette-Mitchel l .
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By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

‘Teachable Moment’ For Teen Who Challenged Cam Newton

Jseth OwensCam Newton

(VILLAGER) - The
teenager who chal-
lenged Cam Newton but
wound up embarrassing
himself, his family and
his football team may
have learned a valuable
lesson that could en-
hance his future.

Jseth Owens, a jun-
ior linebacker who at-
tends Perkiomen Valley
High School, located
about 30 minutes out-
side of Philadelphia,
traded words with the
star quarterback at
Newton’s seven-on-
seven football camp last
weekend.

“You’re a free
agent,” Owens told New-
ton.

“I’m rich,” Newton
responded.

The entire ex-
change was captured on
video.

Newton responded
to the incident on his
Instagram page.

“Talking to a child
with everyone looking
does me no good,” New-
ton said. “So instead of
speaking or going back
and forth with a child I
wanted to have a man-

to-man conversation
with his father.”

Newton continued
with his message.

“People often for-
get athletes that are of-
ten seen on TV, loved by
most hated by some,
people often forget we
are real ads, real friends,
real brothers, real sons,
real human beings, etc.
With that being said,
when I attend tourna-
ment all across the coun-
try with my all-star team
I have given my time my
energy and my expertise
to these kids coming into
our program for over 11
years and that is not
what people want to
hear or even want to
see. People  want to see
me arguing with another
young man and to see
me getting in my feel-
ings. But the truth is I
impact kids’ lives in a

positive way. I allow kids
to realize their out by
using their football tal-
ents to get them to the
next level and in most
cases out of the hood.”

Owens referenced
his parents in his apol-
ogy to Newton on his
Twitter page

“I would like to say
my parents never taught
me to (be) disrespect-
ful,” said Owens, who
ranks as one of the top
linebackers in Pennsyl-
vania in the 2022 class,
according to Rivals.

There is a basic
principle of having re-
spect for your elders and
respecting authority fig-
ures that seems to have
eluded Owens.

Newton is a former
No. 1 overall draft pick
and a former NFL MVP,
who took his team to a
Super Bowl. He’s a

Heisman Trophy winner
who won a national
championship at Au-
burn. He’s earned over
$100 million in salary
and endorsements.

The level of disre-
spect from Owens, who
told Newton he’s about
to be poor as a free
agent, was uncalled for.
But was it merely a
glimpse into the atti-

tudes and mores of
today’s youth?

To LBJ head football
coach Jahmal Fenner,
yes and no.

“I think it’s a teach-
able moment,” said
Fenner, who guided the
Jaguars to the Class 4A
state regional final in
2020. “That was very dis-
respectful; he should
never have done that.

But at the same time, he
had to humble himself
and say I was wrong and
write an apology. I’m
one of those coaches
who believes that’s what
it’s all about. That’s what
we do as coaches.

“When I look at this
generation, it’s a little
more disrespectful now
because kids have their
cell phones and social
media. Moments like
this one are captured on
video. Kids from our
generation didn’t have
cell phones unless they
were rich. They inher-
ited what they were
taught by their parents
or how they were raised.

“That kid (Owens)
just learned a life les-
son,” Fenner said.
“Hopefully it’s not going
to jeopardize him and
his future. He has to
make a decision from
this moment forward.
He’s going to think twice
before he does some-
thing like that again.
That’s how you learn.”

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Listen Live )))

The Breakfast
Club

AUSTIN, TEXAS

T. L. Wyatt Damita Shanklin

&

KAZI Radio
Thanks you for your support!

88.7FM


	page1_Feb26
	page2_Feb26
	page3_Feb26
	page4_Feb26
	page5_Feb26
	page6_Feb26
	page7_Feb26
	page8_Feb26

