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Wait-And-See About
Steve Sarkisian Hire
RAPPIN’
Thomas Wyatt

DON’T LET
THE
GASLIGHT
BURNT
ORANGE YOU
ON THE WAY
OUT!

INSIDE
Austinite chairs
board at the
Long Center

COVID-19
hospitalizations
inTexas are at
record level.

Texas Longhorn mascot BEVO chillin’ during a Texas spring
game at Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium.
(John Gutierrez, USA TODAY Sports)
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GOP work to
overturn
Biden’s victory.
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Steve Sarkisian

Steve Sarkisian

(Dale Zanine-USA TODAY Sports)

(CAL SPORT MEDIA/ZUMA PRESS)

(Heartland College Sports)

staff? Well, he’d better
be.
Someone joked on
social media that firing
Herman to hire Sarkisian
is like driving past a
Chili’s and pulling into
the parking lot at
Applebee’s.
I concur.
Let’s look at recent
examples of some other
Alabama assistants who
parlayed their relationship with Saban into
high-profile head coaching jobs.
In the three years
since leaving Alabama as
its defensive coordinator, Jeremy Pruitt is 1619 with no winning seasons as Tennessee’s
head coach. Ugh. In the
two years since leaving
as Alabama’s offensive
coordinator,
Mike
Locksley is 6-17 with no
winning seasons as
Maryland’s head coach.

Double-ugh.
Maybe coaching
isn’t the problem at UT,
where too many folks
feel like the football program is something that
it’s not. Maybe the problem runs deeper.
Could it be that
higher-ups at UT continue
to mistakenly compare
themselves to Big 12 rival
Oklahoma, even though
the Longhorns have never
produced that same level
of consistency?
Oklahoma has won
14 Big 12 football titles
since 2000, including the
last six in a row. UT has
won three Big 12 titles
and won its last one in
2009.
People couldn’t
wait for UT to fire Mack
Brown following the
2013 season, eight years
after he guided the
Longhorns to a national
championship - UT’s first

national championship
in 35 years.
News flash: Nick
Saban has won more
national championships
(five) than UT (four).
The logic for firing
Brown, who won two of
UT’s Big 12 titles? Anybody can do what Brown
did because he had
Vince Young.
That’s what folks
said when Tennessee
fired Philip Fulmer in
2008, a decade after
Fulmer led the Volunteers to their first national title in 31 years.
Anybody can do
what Fulmer did.
Twelve years and
six coaches later, Tennessee is still waiting for
its savior coach to arrive
with no national championship in sight.
Be careful what you
wish for, UT. You just
might get it.

The Next Step to a New Givens Pool
The City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department invites you to the Givens Park Aquatic Facility
Community Meeting.During the meeting, you will meet the Project Team, share your ideas and help us
design your future pool. Join us to celebrate the launch the planning of your new community pool.

Givens Aquatic Facility: Community Meeting #1
Tuesday, January 26, 2021, 5:30 p.m
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqcOuqrzgvHNPLbVCfI42LRlmzHmbLlpGH
Passcode: GivensPool

(Also available on Facebook Live)

We will host this meeting online and registration is required. If you are unable to attend, the meeting will
be recorded and posted for viewing later.

Stay up-to-date

For latest updates on hours, modified procedures, and the list of prohibited items and activities,
please visit https://www.austintexas.gov/department/givens-aquatic-facility-renovation.

http://austintexas.gov/covid19

Nick Saban

| GET THE FACTS | FREE PUBLIC COVID-19 TESTING | TRACKING DIGITAL DASHBOARD |
SELF-ASSESSMENT | STAY HOME ORDERS | HEALTH PROVIDERS | CARE

Gaslight! By definition, means to attempt to
make (someone) believe
that he or she is going insane (as by subjecting
that person to a series of
experiences that have no
rational explanation).
If you’ve heard Tom
Herman’s self-praise
about how the Longhorn
football team has skyrocketed since his arrival;
following the unceremonious firing of Charlie
Strong, then you, too,
have been gaslit.
To hear this man,
make claims, over-andover again, about what
“shambles” the program
was in when he took over,
is akin to the same selfglorification President
Trump lauds about how
he stopped COVID; By
banning people from
China.
Herman can spin
the moon to whomever is
foolish enough to listen;
but the truth will set you
free. It did Herman. Oh,
in much the same way it
happened to Charlie
Strong: unceremoniously.
But if the light isn’t
bright enough for you yet,
then let me turn up the
gas a lil-bit-mo.
The person replacing Herman, lost his job at
the University of Southern California because he
was an alcoholic.
BUT - there is an article written to us “Dear
Longhorn fans” by Matt
Zemek that reads in part:
“The main thing to know
about [coach] Sarkisian is
not his battle with alcoholism, which stopped his
USC tenure before he
could complete a second
season in 2015. Sarkisian
has, by all accounts, dealt
with that particular demon. It could be the very
thing which enables this
new job at Texas to become a success. We don’t
need to base an evaluation of Sarkisian on his
personal life. Let’s keep
this within the painted
white lines of football.”
Oh, Really?!!
Like my main man
Nelly said, ”It’s gettin hot
in herre!”

January 8, 2021
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By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports
Columnist
(VILLAGER) - Call it
the “I hope he rubs off
on us” theory.
That’s Steve
Sarkisian, the Alabama
offensive coordinator
and former head coach
at USC and Washington,
replacing Tom Herman
as the new head football
coach at the University
of Texas at Austin.
Sarkisian brings a
46-35 career record to
the 40 Acres with head
coaching stints at Pac-12
members Washington
and USC. Lately, he’s
been the primary playcaller at Alabama, which
is in the driver’s seat to
win another national
championship. Alabama
faces Ohio State for the
title on January 11.
It’s too early to
have a strong opinion
about Sarkisian, who
was fired by USC in 2015
- not for his coaching
record, but after reports
surfaced that he had
shown up drunk to a
team meeting. Sarkisian
didn’t turn heads as offensive coordinator with
the NFL’s Atlanta Falcons, so he returned to
Alabama to serve under
legendary coach Nick
Saban.
Which brings us to
UT’s “I hope he rubs off
on us” theory.
Has working with
Saban made Sarkisian a
better coach, one worthy
of UT director of athletics
Chris Del Conte and the
university’s brass paying
Herman and his staff a
whopping $24 million just
to go away before paying
Sarkisian and his new

This paper can
be recycled
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(VILLAGER) - A.J.
Bingham is the newly
appointed Chairman of
the Long Center’s Board
of Trustees. He grew up
in Austin by way of his
father, an Air Force officer who was stationed
at the then Bergstrom
Air Force Base. Professionally he is an entrepreneur and lobbyist,
founding his firm, The
Bingham Group, nearly
four years ago. He has
been in Austin for over
29 years and absolutely
loves this city.
This is his sixth year
as a board member of
the Long Center. Although 2020 has been
one of the most challenging years for the
Long Center and the entertainment industry as
a whole, he is honored
to accept the role of
Board Chair, working
alongside the staff and
Board as they find new
ways to serve their mission and Austin’s creative community.
Bingham is inspired
by the Long Center’s earnest prioritization of
community engagement
in the arts. While the
Long Center will always
be the permanent per-

THE BULLETIN
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A Look to the Future
with A.J. Bingham

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

s i c C a p i ta l o f t h e
Wo r l d w i t h o u t o u r
l i ve m u s i c ve n u es .
They are the foundation of our growing
e co n o my, c u l t u ra l
hubs and incubators
for the creative industry, not to mention
the thousands of jobs
t h ey p ro v i d e fo r
Austinites. This newly
formed partnership
with the City’s SAVES
initiative is allowing
the Long Center to extend their mission and
s e r ve A u st i n ’s a r ts
co m m u n i t y b eyo n d
their own walls.”
Be assured, this is
just the start of the fuA J Bingham
ture they are building for
Austin’s artists and perPhoto courtesy of The Long Center.
formers. This grant proformance home of Ballet through Ordinance No. gram is the first of a
Austin, Austin Opera, 20201001-052. Austin long-term strategy to
and Austin Symphony City Council adopted the support the sector and
Orchestra, the staff and final guidelines for the create a stable foundaboard understand the $5 million Austin Live tion for Austin’s artistic
future is in making the Music Venue Preserva- performers.
This COVID crisis is
Long Center a hub and tion Fund on December
home for Austin’s di- 3, 2020 via Resolution revealing the true fragilverse creative commu- No. 20200103-013. As ity of Austin’s creative
part of a partnership economy and this next
nity.
Speaking of creativ- with the City of Austin, year will continue to
ity, the City of Austin’s the Long Center for the present challenges for
Economic Development Performing Arts now artists. As we enter
Department launched provides application as- 2021, we hope you will
the Austin Live Music sistance, the processing join us by supporting
Venue Preservation of applications, and they the work being done for
Fund. The Austin City are the administrator of Austin’s creatives with a
donation to the Arts at
Council established the the funds.
A c c o rd i n g
to h t t p s : / /
$15 million Save
“A u st i n my.thelongcenter.org/
Austin’s Vital Economic B i n g h a m ,
Sectors (SAVES) Fund can’t be the Live Mu- donate/q/donate.

Country Boyz Fixin’s

PROPERTY OWNERS ENCOURAGED
TO FILE FOR THEIR HOMESTEAD
EXEMPTIONS IN THIS NEW YEAR
Helpline and Webinar Series Now Available for Travis County Property Owners

The
VILLAGER
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE
“R”

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
WE INVITE EVERYONE!
Sunday
10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service
on YouTube Live. Click the
QR code for Worship Services.
8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry
Experience via Zoom*.
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*
&RQWDFWWKHFKXUFKRI¿FHDWHEFRI¿FH#VEFJOREDOQHWIRUOLQN

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor
1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702
Phone (512) 478-175 Fax (512) 478-1892

Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)
(512) 478-6709

Agape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15
7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.
For there is No Greater Love!

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a
Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM
Call: 454-1547 for transportation
H. Ed Calahan, Pastor
Web: www.agapebcaustintx.com

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653
(512) 276-7917
Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1
Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM
Sunday School 10 AM

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

(AUSTIN, TX) – The Travis Central Appraisal District (TCAD) is encouraging property owners to file for
a homestead exemption on property they own and
live in as of Jan. 1. TCAD is also launching an exemption helpline and webinar series aimed at helping Travis
County property owners complete their applications
and navigate the property tax system.
“Eighty-one percent of single-family residences
in Travis County currently use exemptions to lower
the taxable value of the property,” said Chief Appraiser Marya Crigler. “On average, a homestead exemption saves a Travis County property owner $814
on their property tax bill.”
Several types of homestead exemptions exist
including a general residence homestead exemption and exemptions for people over the age of 65,
people and veterans with disabilities, and the surviving spouses of service members or first responders killed in the line of duty. In order to be eligible
for a homestead exemption, a property owner must
own and occupy the property as of Jan. 1. The deadline to submit an exemption application is April 30.
This year, TCAD has established a new exemption helpline to help property owners with their applications. By calling 512-873-1560, Travis County
residents can speak with a customer service repre-

sentative who can answer their questions about
eligibility and documentation, walk them through
their application, and help with submitting a completed application. The helpline is staffed Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Additionally, TCAD has launched a new
webinar series aimed at helping property owners
understand the property tax system. Topics that will
be covered include types of homestead exemptions,
understanding Notices of Appraised Value, and the
protest process. The first webinar is scheduled for
Thursday, Jan. 14 at 11 a.m. and will cover property
tax bills, payment options, and appraisal remedies.
Added Crigler, “Travis County residents who
have questions about the property tax system or
need help with their exemption applications will
have several new options to connect with us in a
socially-distant way in 2021.”
Travis County property owners can view the
current exemptions on their property, review a list
of available homestead exemptions, and download
or complete exemption application forms online at
www.traviscad.org. The TCAD Homestead Helpline
can be reached at 512-873-1560. Property owners
can register for the 2021 Property Owner Webinar
Series at www.traviscad.org/webinars.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751
Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther
Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.
Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow
The Importance Of Saving Money
money from their paychecks and will decide
how often and how
much. The more money
someone has saved, the
less chance they have of
using a credit card. Most
people save money in a
bank. When I get older
and get a job I plan to
have to have a savings
account to save for big
purchases like a car, college, and a house. I
would also save for small
Zoey King
purchases like clothes,
Idea Montopolis
and food. It’s also imporSaving money is tant to have savings to
important because it will pay for emergencies.
help you get the things
For example if
you need in the future or someone’s tire flattened
in case of an emergency. and they had been
In order to save money spending too much
it’s important to have a money they wouldn’t be
budget. A budget is a able to pay for a new
plan on how much tire. Another example is
money you need to if someone had a medispend in a time period. cal emergency they
For example if someone might not be able to
shops three times a work but if they had
week without a budget saved up their money
they may run out of they could get treatment
money fast. However, if to go back to work and
they went shopping have money to spend
once every two weeks until they return to
with a budget they work. These are just a
would have a lot more few reasons why it’s immoney to shop in the portant to save money.
future. It’s important to Overall it’s best to try to
have a plan on how to save money no matter
save money.
how much money you
Most people save make.

A Special Christmas
hometown. It wasn’t as
many family members
as I’m used to but I still
had a good time. I baked
cookies
with
my
grandma. My mom,
grandma and I made a
gingerbread house. I
also ate some of her
homemade chocolate
covered pretzels. It was
great spending time
with them. I also hung
out with a few of my
cousins. It was amazing.
Aiden Loyden
Teravista Elementary I was able to feel the
Christmas spirit that I’ve
This year, Christ- been craving since last
mas was special. It was year. To top it off, I got
a blessing for me to be amazing gifts. I got
able to spend time with clothes, shoes and other
my grandparents and items. I know that I have
uncle. This Christmas been blessed to see anwas different than oth- other Christmas and a
ers. I wasn’t able to see New Year when others
some of my family due weren’t. I’m happy that
to Covid-19, and things we made it through
were different in my 2020 healthy and safe.

It’s Been a Nice Break!

Rebekah McNeal
Round Rock H. S.

It’s 2021 already! It
felt like every month of
2020 went by quickly,
but the whole year felt
slow.
I’m ready for this
new year and especially
summer break! The first
six months of school
went by surprisingly fast.
I’m glad midterms have
been long over and I had
a nice break from school
that I can’t believe is al-

The Value of Mentorship

Using the Past to Better the Future

Mentoring helps build
communication skills
development within a
student and focuses on
certain areas which also
allows growth. A mentor
can provide you the support and recourses you
need. The impact of this
could be the difference
between a failure and a
success. Mentorship will
provide an opportunity
to gain trust, accept
feedback and can enhance your communication skills. It gives you
the room for both academics and personal development. I firmly support the power of
mentorship. In most
cases all it could take is
one mentor to rotate the
tracks a student follows
towards a more successful path.
Therefore, I believe
mentorship is important
for students of our generation. The influence of
a mentor can change
lives and permanently
leave a printed mark on
the future of a student in
more possible ways than
just academic culture. It
can spread across a kid,
changing their way of
life, and possibly steering them into a brighter
future.

We have officially
stepped into a new year,
bringing new experiences, challenges, goals,
and ways of making this
year different from the
previous one. As we all
know, the year 2020 was
one to remember. It was
a year that will be recognized in history, the year
that the world shut
down. As a whole, we
faced many difficulties.
We had to approach
these challenges in ways
that we never would
have thought to be necessary before. Looking
back on last year, we
were faced with one of
the most devastating
wildfire seasons, introduced to an entirely new
and deadly disease,
grieved the deaths of
many important individuals and legends, the
rise of the Black Lives
Matter protest and
movement, the first
sightings of “murder hornets” in the United
States, a new president,
the first African American
and Asian American Vice
President, and lastly the
development and approval of the Covid vaccine.
This year consisted
of many things, causing
us to grow stronger as a
community, and to find
ways to approach the
obstacles that we had to
face. It is easy to look at
the year 2020 with a
negative lens. Many will
say that 2020 was the
worst year ever, but it is
important to focus on
both the negative and
the positive aspects of
the year. Although the
year brought many
changes, it also brought
the ability for us to learn

how to adjust to them.
We are still collectively
adapting to our new way
of living, but we have all
had to do it together. Last
year had its negatives,
but it also had its positives and those are extremely important to
look at and focus on to
better yourself for this
new year.
For the new year,
some people are setting
a high bar of expectations and already comparing it to last year. I
believe that we must use
the year 2020 to find
ways to avoid mistakes,
lost time, and negative
mindsets to make the
most of 2021. If you
haven’t set goals for
yourself, I believe that
this is the perfect time to
do so. Make 2021 the
year to tackle and
achieve the tasks that
you have been putting off
for so long. We have seen
so many new experiences during 2020 and
we must use those to
carry on through the new
year and make them
even better. Sometimes
adjustments can be frustrating. They can take up
time, cause you to have
to get out of your comfort zone, or they can
even prevent you from
doing things that you enjoy. As an individual, you
must do what you can to
find new experiences and
activities that work for
you, and allow you to
progress over time.
As a community, we
have to make this year
different from the last as
we must do what we can
to support each other
and ourselves by continuing to stay safe and to
motivate those who are
losing hope. There is a
common phrase, “New
year, new me”, that is often used at the beginning
of every year. Whether or
not you believe this
phrase, I encourage you
all to work on yourselves.
I am not telling you to
change yourselves, but
rather better yourselves.
I have many things to
work on this year as I
have set some goals that
I need to achieve. I am
hoping for the best of this
year, and the best for you
all as well.

started it. After three
tries, it landed on an interesting, cute cartoon
that I finished in two
days. Now I’ve been trying to find similar shows
for the past week. I’ve
stumbled on some great
ones, my search has not
been entirely in vain.
I got this cute, little
thing called an ‘Egg Bite
Maker’ for Christmas.
When I first figured out

how to use it, it was like
I discovered something
great. I made egg and
sausage bites, and egg,
cheese, and bacon ones.
They were really good!
You can make desserts
with the maker. One of
these days I’ll make
cheesecake bites!
I didn’t do much
over the break. Mostly
watching TV and playing
with my Christmas gifts!

Lacee Johnson
Connally High School
What is a mentor?
A mentor is a person
that holds more knowledge and or experience
on a certain subject and
provides guidance to
someone with less
knowledge. Examples of
a mentor can include a
coach, tutor, or a trainer.
We often think of having
a mentor in the workplace especially when
you are new to a job. We
think of our parents and
teachers as mentors. In
addition to using parents
and teachers as mentors, I have learned the
value and importance of
also having the guidance
of someone who is not
part of your immediate
circle.
Mentorship in a
school environment is
extremely significant.

Planting

During Covid-19
shelter in place and
quarantine times, many
became focused on old
and new hobbies. Some
enjoyed yoga, painting,
exercising, and sculpting. But, I became interested in gardening and
began planting various
species of indoor and
outdoor plants.
I bought my first
plants the Lowe’s deeply
discounted plant section. They needed attention and care. For
many Saturdays, I visited
the store and purchased
discounted plants of all
varieties. I knew that
nursing these plants to
healthy state would be
challenging, but I was
ready for the task.
As my collection

grew, I researched the
varieties to learn about
each one of them. I
looked for plants that
would be conversation
starters because of their
beauty but would not
require a lot of maintenance. I was fascinated
by succulents and cacti
because of their colors
and pretty flowers. I
have “string of” dolphins, turtles, pearls,
bananas, and hearts;
several Kalanchoes –
flapjack, mother of
thousands, and mother
of millions; several
pothos ivy’s - golden,
jades & pearls, n’Joy,
neon, and satin; and two
types of monsteras –
also known as “swiss
cheese plants”.
I find gardening to
be therapeutic. I make
time to nurture my
plants so they would
stay alive and continue
to grow. I have learned
to be patient because
the process tends to be
slow. But the beautiful
outcome is well worth it.
If you don’t own a plant,
buy one and enjoy the
experience.

most over.
Over the break, I
ran out of shows to
binge-watch. It normally
takes me 20 to 40 min-

utes to pick something
to watch, so I finally used
Netflix’s ‘play something’ feature to avoid
choosing. That’s what

Ava Roberts
Pflugerville H. S.

SaNaya White
Ann Richards

www.theaustinvillager.com

eCommerce
buy in an online store as
a consumer is done as a
B2C transaction. The
second one is business
to business also known
as B2B. This is when a
business sells its goods
and services directly to
another business Sometimes the buyer resells
to the consumer. B2B innovators have replaced
catalogs and order
sheets with eCommerce
storefronts and improved targeting in
unique markets.
Tyler Allen
The third one is
Gus Garcia YMLA
known as consumer to
If you are wanting business or C2B. This alto start a new business lows individuals to sell
today their somethings goods and services to
you need to know. Your companies. They might
knowledge
of allow customers to post
eCommerce is a must. the work they want to be
This is the way to go. It completed and have
is the new way of doing businesses bid for the
business these days. opportunity. So much is
Most people think it changing.
started during the panThe last one is condemic. But it has been sumer to consumer
around for a while. Now (C2C) or sometimes
it has taken off. It is a way called online marketof selling and buying place. They connect congoods or and services.
sumers to exchange
There are 4 types goods and services and
or
models
of typically make their
eCommerce businesses. money by charging
One is called business to transactions or listing
consumer. It is referred fees. Two examples of
to as B2C and is the most this type are Craigslist
common. Anything you and eBay.

Austin-Based Political
Consultant Emmy Ruiz to join
White House as Director of
Political Strategy and Outreach

The White House director of political strategy
and outreach is typically the first point of
contact for members of Congress on matters
like fundraising, campaign appearances and
endorsements.
Credit: Yegor Aleyev/TASS via REUTERS
by Abby Livingston
Texas Tribune

Austin-based political consultant
Emmy Ruiz is headed
to the White House to
serve as Presidentelect Joe Biden’s director of political
strategy and outreach.
Ruiz, 37, is a
much sought-after
Democratic consultant who served in pivotal roles in President
Barack Obama’s 2012
reelection campaign,
in Hillary Clinton's
2016 campaign for
president and on Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris’ 2019 bid
for the Democratic
nomination for president. She was also a
senior adviser to the
Democratic National
Committee and a se-

nior staffer at the
Texas-based Annie’s
List. (She worked
briefly in a contract
position for The Texas
Tribune Festival in
2014.)
Although she’s a
Texan, she made her
name in Democratic
politics as a strategist
with an expertise in
Nevada.
In her new role,
she will serve as
Biden’s political eyes
and ears and work
with Congress on political matters. Known
in shorthand as the
White House political
director, the role is
typically the first point
of contact for members of Congress on
matters
like
fundraising, campaign
appearances and endorsements.

THE REVEALER

Travis County
Summer Youth
Employment
Program
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An Important Message
From Superintendent
Elizalde

Austin ISD family,
First, I hope you
have had an opportunity
to rest and relax during
The 2021 Summer Youth Employment Program
this winter break, and
has officially launched! Check out their website
most importantly that
www.traviscountytx.gov/syep for information on
you have remained safe
obtaining an application and participating in the
and healthy.
program. All job readiness training must be comI’m writing to confirm that next week we will
pleted and applications received no later than
resume
operations as planned for Spring 2021 with
March 27, 2021.
*SYEP strongly recommends completing the the exception of extracurricular activities. Only varfull application process as early as possible before sity sports will continue. All other extracurricular
the deadlines to increase youths’ opportunities for activities will be suspended.
As an essential service, Austin ISD will resume
employment.
on-campus instruction for those who choose it the
week of January 4. We will also continue to offer
remote instruction for families for the remainder
of the school year. And, if a family wants to transition their children from on-campus to remote instruction, we will make the change upon request.
Please know that safety continues to be our
top priority. If there is a surge in cases at any of our
campuses or facilities, we can and will close as the
need arises. As a reminder, COVID-19 Rapid Testing
is available at every Austin ISD campus for staff and
students. And, we will continue to be vigilant in asking students and staff to complete the COVID
screening daily as well as monitoring cases and doing contact tracing.
We will be taking advantage of the TEA’s allowance to offer asynchronous learning. In Austin
The City of Austin has extended the Shop the ISD all learning activities will be virtual on the folBlock pilot program until June 2021 to help small lowing Fridays: Jan. 29, Feb. 26, March 5 and April
businesses continue operations during COVID-19 re- 9. Please take a moment to mark these dates on
strictions. The pilot program allows food, beverage, your calendars.
Lastly, we are thankful that this week Austin
or retail businesses to apply for a 6-month permit
to expand operations outdoors onto private park- City Council and Austin Public Health confirmed that
ing lots, public sidewalks, public parking spaces, or they will continue funding caregiver meals through
roads and alleyways in front of their establishments. September 2021.
As always, thank you to our students, families,
Quick, affordable permits are available to help
businesses and dedicated Austin Center for Events staff and the entire Austin community for your flexstaff are available for support. Contact ACE before ibility, understanding and grace during this time.
Happy New Year,
you submit your application to ask questions, review site plans, or schedule a site visit. Email
Stephanie S. Elizalde, Ed.D.
specialevents@austintexas.gov for help. Step by
Superintendent
step directions and more resources are available at
Austin ISD
AustinTexas.gov/ShopTheBlock.

Shop the Block
Program Extended
to June 2021

More
vaccines
on the
Way to
Texas
this
Week
By Karen Brooks
Harper
Texas Tribune
Correction, Jan. 5,
2021: Due to errors in the
state's COVID-19 vaccine
dashboard, this story incorrectly stated the percentage of vaccine doses
that had been given out in
Texas as of Monday.
Roughly 44% of doses had
been given out, not
roughly one-third. The
story also incorrectly
stated that the state had
received more than
793,000 vaccine doses;
the state corrected its
dashboard late Monday
to show that more than
944,000 doses had been
shipped to Texas.
Less than a week
into the new year, the rate
of COVID-19 infections
and the number of
people hospitalized in
Texas for COVID-19 are at
record levels, while the 7day average for new cases
and deaths are spiking —
but less than half the vaccine doses allocated for

With the new shipments this week, Texas has been allotted a total of 1.5
million doses through the first four weeks of distribution, officials said
Monday. Credit: Jordan Vonderhaar for The Texas Tribune
Texans have been given
out, according to state
numbers.
As Texas health care
providers predict that the
state’s COVID-19 numbers
will get even worse, questions continue to swirl
about the state’s vaccine
distribution for the 1.9
million Texans who were
eligible for the first phase
and the millions more
who fall into the second
tier of eligibility.
The seven-day average positivity rate for confirmed coronavirus tests
has exceeded 20%, doubling levels that Gov. Greg
Abbott called a “red flag”
early in the pandemic.
And the number of
people hospitalized for
COVID-19 on Monday
stood at 15,976, up 1,610
from a week ago and exceeding the previous
highs reported last summer.
On Monday, state
health officials an-

nounced that 325,000 additional vaccine doses
would be getting into the
hands of 949 providers in
158 Texas counties over
the next week, part of the
first round of vaccinations
for front-line health workers as well as nursing
home residents, Texans
over 65 and those with
certain medical conditions, among others.
Some 121,875 doses are
earmarked for long-term
care facilities such as
nursing homes and assisted-living centers.
But with the number of vaccine doses available still falling far short
of what’s needed to cover
those who are eligible —
and with state officials
pushing hospitals and
other providers to administer vaccine doses that
the providers say they
don't have, aren't sure are
coming or have already
administered — confusion and frustration have

surrounded the initial few
weeks of the vaccination
rollout.
Providers have 24
hours to report their vaccination statistics to the
Department of State
Health Services, and the
agency updates its numbers each afternoon with
data reported by midnight the day before, so
the state’s numbers could
lag up to two days behind
the reality on the ground.
Monday. Providers
in 214 of the state’s 254
counties will have received shipments by the
end of the week, health
officials said.
Some 944,275 doses
had been shipped to providers by midnight Sunday, according to the
Texas Department of
Health Services.
Of those, 414,211 —
just under half of those
shipped — had been administered, according to
the agency’s dashboard.
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Jessica Mangrum
Sworn In As Judge
by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

DIASPORA

Mrs.
Virden
Wins
Austin
District
10
by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon
VILLAGER
Columnist

Jessica Mangrum and family.
(VILLAGER NEWS) After a long-fought primary and general election, Jessica Mangrum,
is the elected Judge of
Austin's 200th District
Court. After the District
Court saw its long-time
Judge Gisela Trina elevated to the 3rd Court of
Appeal, there was a void.
The 200th District
Court is a civil court that
oversees civil litigation
matters. Therefore, it fits
right in the middle of
Jessica's experience

since she has handled
numerous civil cases.
Jessica is a Lawyer and
former Precinct Chair.
Jessica practices in
the federal judicial districts in Texas and the
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal. Her practice focuses on civil litigation,
which includes personal
injury, professional liability, and construction
cases. Also, she is board
certified in Construction
Law by the Texas Board
of Legal Specialization.

African
Diaspora
Hold the
State of
Address

the actual amount of the
African population.
Unlike other immigrant groups, the African
community has self-isolated itself, which in the
long duration has damaged or affected the
prosperity of the community as a whole. According to the African
by Tsoke (Chuch)
Caucus, "isolation of the
Adjavon
African community has
VILLAGER
stifled entrepreneurship
Columnist
and political clout."
Since there is no
(VILLAGER NEWS) - official data of Africans
As the 2020 Census living in Central Texas, it
countdown comes to an is hard for an elected ofend, they have tried to ficial and civic leaders to
reach out to the African establish programs,
community. Over the which the African comyears, the African com- munity can benefit. It is
munity in central Texas time for Africans to open
has more than doubled. themselves to the rest of
However, no one knows central Texas.

Congress Opens New
Session as Virus,
Biden’s win Dominate
by Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press
(AP) - Congress convened Sunday for the
start of a new session,
swearing in lawmakers
during a tumultuous period as a growing number
of Republicans work to
overturn Joe Biden’s victory over President
Donald Trump and the
coronavirus surges.
Democrat Nancy
Pelosi was set to be reelected as House speaker
by her party, which retains the majority in the
House but with the slimmest margin in 20 years
after a November election wipeout.
Opening the Senate
could be among Mitch
McConnell’s final acts as
majority leader. Republican control is in question

until Tuesday’s runoff
elections for two Senate
seats in Georgia. The outcome will determine
which party holds the
chamber.
The House and Senate opened at noon, as
required by law, with
strict COVID protocols.
Elbow bumps replaced
handshakes as senators
took the oath of office.
Fewer family members
than usual joined lawmakers at the Capitol.
“To say the new
Congress convenes at a
challenging time would
be an understatement,”
McConnell said as the
chamber opened.
Still McConnell said
with the start of a new
year there are reasons for
optimism, “let’s make the
American people proud.”

(VILLAGER NEWS) On December 15, 2020,
a runoff between the incumbent
Jimmy
Flannigan and challenger Jennifer Virden.
After a battle, Virden
defeated
Jimmy

www.theaustinvillager.com

several years.
On the other hand,
Jennifer Virden is a native Austinite and a lifelong resident of what is
now called District 10. "I
grew up in Northwest
Hills and currently live in
Westover Hills. I attended AISD, and I have
a degree in Finance from
The University of Texas at
Austin. I’m a small business owner, and Austin
Haus Realty & Restorations, LLC is my company.
I’m an independent real
estate broker and remodJennifer Virden
eling general contractor.
Flannigan.
ganizations while at The My main focus is residenJimmy Flannigan University of Texas at tial real estate brokerconsiders himself a long- Austin in 1997. He has age, but as a designer/
time small business long worked on address- remodeler, I specialize in
owner and community ing Austin's crippling optimizing existing
and business advocate. transportation issues square footage to make
He started his business, through his work on the a homeowner’s space
Site Street, building Austin Chamber Trans- more beautiful and funcwebsites for student or- portation Committee for tional," stated Jennifer.

City Expands Curbside Composting
Collection to 55,000 New Austin Households

AUSTIN, TEXAS – Austin Resource Recovery (ARR), a department of the City of Austin, announces
the fourth and final expansion of the Curbside Composting Collection Program to approximately 55,000
additional Austin households to begin in February.
Currently, about 152,000 homes receive the curbside composting collection service. This final expansion will provide the service to all remaining ARR customers after a four-year phased in approach that
began in 2017. In previous years, ARR offered in-person open house events giving new curbside composting
customers the opportunity to learn about the program, learn how to use the service and receive free
resources to start composting. This year, in order to adhere to COVID-19 safety regulations, we will hold
a virtual townhall and will delay the opportunity to distribute free kitchen collectors and compostable
bags until it can be done safely for both customers and staff.
“We are very excited to complete the expansion of our Curbside Composting Program,” said Austin
Resource Recovery Director Ken Snipes. “Keeping compostable items out of area landfills will extend the
life of the landfills, improve Austin's air quality, and reduce harmful greenhouse gases.”
A recent study showed that nearly half of material residential customers send to the landfill is
compostable. The Curbside Composting Program collects food scraps, yard trimmings and food-soiled
paper, and converts them into nutrient-rich compost. This program is part of the City of Austin’s zero
waste goal to divert 90 percent of materials from landfills by 2040.
“As we enter a new year, it’s wonderful to share this good news,” said Chief Sustainability Officer
Lucia Athens. “Providing every ARR customer with access to curbside composting empowers them to
send less material to the landfill, which lowers our community’s emissions and creates a product that
enriches our soil.”
Customers included in this year’s curbside composting expansion were mailed a notification postcard in early-January informing them of their new service and inviting them to participate in a virtual
townhall in late January. Customers can search for their address using the Austin Recycles app and My
Schedule tool at austinrecycles.com to see when their first collection will be.
Curbside Composting may also help Austinites save money on their utility bill. After putting food
scraps and food-soiled paper in their green carts, customers will likely have less trash each week. This
may allow them to downsize to a smaller, less expensive trash cart.
For more information about Curbside Composting, how to participate in the virtual townhall, resources and instructional videos visit austintexas.gov/composting.

U.S. Capitol in Washington, Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021. (Erin Scott/Pool via AP)

It’s often said that
divided government can
be a time for legislative
compromises, but lawmakers are charging into
the 117th Congress with
the nation more torn
than ever, disputing even
basic facts including that
Biden won the presidential election.
Fraud did not spoil
the 2020 presidential
election, a fact confirmed
by election officials across

the country. Before stepping down last month,
Attorney General William
Barr, a Republican appointed by Trump, said
there was no evidence of
fraud that affected the
election’s outcome.
Arizona’s and Georgia’s
Republican governors,
whose states were crucial
to Biden’s victory, have
also stated that their election results were accurate.
Nevertheless, a

dozen Republicans bound
for the new Senate, led by
Sens. Josh Hawley and
Ted Cruz, and even more
in the House have
pledged to become a resistance force to Biden’s
White House, starting
with efforts to subvert
the will of American voters. These GOP lawmakers plan to object to the
election results when
Congress meets on
Wednesday to tally his

306-232 Electoral College
victory over Trump.
House Republicans
boosted their ranks in the
November election,
electing a handful of
women and minorities,
more than ever. Some of
the new GOP lawmakers
are being called the
“Freedom Force,” and a
counter to the “squad” —
Rep. Alexandria OcasioCortez of New York and
other liberal Democratic
women who swept to office in the last session.
Progressive Democrats bolstered their ranks
with newcomers aligned
with more liberal priorities.
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Warnock wins,
Dems near
Senate
majority
By STEVE PEOPLES,
BILL BARROW and
RUSS BYNUM | AP
ATLANTA (AP) —
Democrat
Raphael
Warnock won one of
Georgia’s two Senate runoffs Wednesday, becoming
the first Black senator in his
state’s history and putting
the Senate majority within
the party’s reach.
A pastor who spent
the past 15 years leading
the Atlanta church where
Martin Luther King Jr.
preached, Warnock defeated Republican incumbent Kelly Loeffler. It was a
stinging rebuke of outgoing President Donald
Trump, who made one of
his final trips in office to
Georgia to rally his loyal
base behind Loeffler and
the Republican running for
the other seat, David Perdue.
Warnock
said
Wednesday he hadn’t yet
heard from Loeffler but
told CBS “This Morning”
“I’m hearing from the
people of Georgia. People
are feeling a sense of hope
this morning.”
He noted that he
grew up in public housing
as one of 12 children and
was his family’s first college graduate. “That I am
serving in the United States
Senate in a few days
pushes against the grain of
so many expectations but
this is America and I want
some young person who’s
watching this to know
anything’s possible.”

For Advertising Space,
Call 512-476-0082

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018

VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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THE DISPATCH

Kim Kardashian,
Kanye West reportedly
getting a divorce

Tyrese And Estranged Wife
Samantha Hit Snag
In Amicable Divorce

Reported by TUKO via MSN News

By Vanessa Barnett | HIPHOLLYWOOD.COM

© Provided by Tuko Kim Kardashian, Kanye West reportedly getting a divorce
(TUKO) - After six
years of marriage, Kim
Kardashian and Kanye
West are reportedly calling it quits.
The reality TV star
and her rapper husband
are reported to be on
the verge of divorce.
Various sources reported to Page Six claiming that the 'divorce is
imminent' for Kim
Kardashian and that 'she
is done' with her marriage.
Reports also say

that the KUWTK star has
also procured the services of Laura Wessner,
who is well known celebrity divorce attorney.
E!News also reported that Kim initially
said that she would be
making a decision that
she thinks will be right
for the kids and that she
is settled with the idea of
the split.
"Kim is only focused on what's best for
the kids. It's a tough decision for her and she's

figuring it out."
The two have been
married for six years,
tied the knot in 2014 and
have four children together: North, Saint, Chicago and Psalm.
The two had been
listed as A-list celebrity
couple but have had
their marriage on the
balance even as Kanye
took to social media a
few months ago to accuse his wife and mother
in law against doing
harm on his children.

(HH) - Just last
week, Tyrese Gibson and
wife, Samantha Lee, announced they were going their separate ways.
And although they emphasized, “Our intention
is to remain the best of
friends & strong
coparents,” they have
unfortunately hit a road
block in that plan.
Although they told
the world about their
plans just 6 days ago,
Samantha actually filed

for divorce in September
and the allegations in
the doc are surprising.
According to Lee, Gibson
cut her off financially,
and locked her and their
2-year-old daughter,
Soraya, out of the
family’s Georgia home
just prior to her filing.
Of course, Ty has
filed docs of his own denying that he cut Sam off
and locked her out.
However, he is challenging her $20k child sup-

port request calling it
“unreasonably high.”
According to several reports, the two had
a huge falling out following Tyrese’s return from
a movie set in August.
Samantha threatened to
call the police and Ty
bolted in order to avoid
a confrontation with the
cops.
Hopefully, these
two can at least find
their way back to a cordial uncoupling.

Analysis: As Ted Cruz argues for the president, Donald
Trump’s supporters are the real prize BY ROSS RAMSEY | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE
(TXT) - U.S. Sen. Ted
Cruz once said he
wouldn’t “go like a servile puppy dog” back to
Donald Trump after denying the presidential
nominee his endorsement at the GOP’s 2016
national convention.
Now Cruz is leading
the charge to challenge
the 2020 election results
that made Democrat Joe
Biden the presidentelect and Trump the first
incumbent president to
lose reelection since
George H.W. Bush in
1992.
Woof, woof.
There is often a difference between what’s
happening and what
people think is happening.
There is a difference, for instance, between allegations and
evidence. Cruz shared
his rationale for what
he’s doing with Fox
News on Sunday:

“We’ve seen in the last
two months unprecedented allegations of
voter fraud, and that’s
produced a deep, deep
distrust of our democratic process across the
country. I think we in
Congress have an obligation to do something
about that.”
That flower will wilt
or bloom within the next
few hours, when Congress convenes to certify
the Electoral College
votes reported by the
states. Cruz and other
Trumpsters want to reject Biden’s electors and
form a commission to
investigate allegations of
fraud — in elections that
have already been certified, one by one, by the
states, and where dozens of legal challenges
have been rejected by
the courts.
Some of the politicos who’d normally be
riding with Cruz disagree

with him this time. Republican U.S. Sens. Mike
Lee of Utah and Tom
Cotton of Arkansas both
plan to oppose the election deniers. So does
U.S. Rep. Chip Roy of
Austin, a former Cruz
chief of staff who’s ordinarily right in line with
his former boss.
The ideological
lines are blurred. The
political lines are not.
The early speculation has Cruz among the
Republicans seeking his
party’s presidential
nomination in 2024, one
on a list of names that
will change constantly
according to the volatile
breezes of public opinion and attention. It’s
worth remembering
that GOP primary voters
in Texas gave Cruz 43.8%
of their votes in a 13candidate primary in
2016; Trump was second, almost half a million votes behind the

LEGAL NOTICE
These Texas Lottery Commission scratch ticket games will be closing soon:
Game #

Game Name / Odds

$

Ofﬁcial
Close of
Game

End
Validations
Date

2241

Bingo Times 20
Overall Odds are 1 in 4.28

$5

1/4/21

7/3/21

2216

Hot 7s
Overall Odds are 1 in 4.70

$1

2/17/21

8/16/21

2232

Triple 777
Overall Odds are 1 in 4.84

$1

2/17/21

8/16/21

2062

Wild Tripler
Overall Odds are 1 in 4.74

$2

2/17/21

8/16/21

2229

Double Diamond™
Overall Odds are 1 in 3.56

$5

2/17/21

8/16/21

Txlottery.org is the ofﬁcial source for all pertinent game information. Game closing procedures may be initiated for
documented business reasons. These games may have prizes unclaimed, including top prizes. In addition, game closing
procedures will be initiated when all top prizes have been claimed. During closing, games may be sold even after all top
prizes have been claimed. Must be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. For help with a gambling problem, ncpgambling.org.
© 2021 Texas Lottery Commission. PLAY RESPONSIBLY.

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz challenged Donald Trump about releasing personal tax returns
during a debate on Feb. 25, 2016 in Houston, when the two were contending for
the Republican presidential nomination. (Credit: Mike Stone/REUTERS)

leader.
Four years from
now, Cruz will be up for
reelection to the Senate,
if he wants another
term. Texas election law
has a provision, known
as the LBJ law, that
would allow him to run
for Senate and the presidency at the same time.
And those votes
have flipped. GOP voters
are crazy for Trump, and
Cruz and all the other
wannabes want to catch
as many of those voters
as they can when Trump
leaves the White House.
It doesn’t matter when
that happens, whether
it’s in two weeks or four
years. Trump’s opinion is
a short-term concern for
Cruz and company, but
those voters will still be
here: Offending them
now could be costly in
four years.
Another political
campaign would be unlike Cruz’s first run for

office, when he shocked
the GOP establishment
by beating then-Lt. Gov.
David Dewhurst in 2012
on his way to the U.S.
Senate. Or his second
one, when the freshman
senator from Texas hung
in until almost the end of
that 2016 presidential
race, outlasting much
more seasoned politicians before falling, as
everyone did, to Trump.
You’ll remember
that Cruz went out with
a bang that year, telling
GOP conventioneers to
vote their conscience instead of endorsing the
victor, blasting Trump for
disparaging his wife and
his father, and ending
with that famous line
about the bootlicking
puppy.
His reelection bid in
2018, after six years of
hard political mileage,
was rougher than the
earlier rounds. Cruz prevailed against U.S. Rep.

Beto O’Rourke, D-El
Paso, who turned animosity toward Trump
and Cruz into a maul,
raising millions of dollars
and turning the race into
a close one before falling
2.6 percentage points
short of an upset.
Cruz won, but it
wasn’t the sort of win
that makes future opponents think twice, especially those who might
be in contention for the
GOP’s presidential nomination in 2024. It’s never
too early to gather supporters. The 2022 elections are just around the
corner — at least in the
minds of politicians and
consultants and their ilk
— and favors won then
can be cashed in 2024,
when Cruz will need
them.
First, he needs to
be where the voters are,
and the Republican voters are with Trump. So’s
Cruz.

STAY HEALTHY. WEAR YOUR MASK!

