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Rappers are
among many

granted pardons
by Trump.

See CLEMENCY
Page 6

Administration
ensures staff and
cabinet reflects
all of America.
See CLARK
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LIFETIME TV PRESENTS
WENDY WILLIAMS BIOPIC

  Photo courtesy of Lifetime TV.

Edited by Naomi Richard | VILLAGER Entertainment Reporter

(LIFETIME) - Lifetime TV stands ready and
proud to bring to you the untold story of the Queen
of Hot Topics, Wendy Williams. Get ready for “be-
hind the scenes” footage of this powerful woman,
her personal struggles, challenges and mega suc-
cesses. The well-written and produced biopic leaves
no stone unturned. You will be carried into her dark
spaces and relationships. As you experience her
journeys expect unknown details to be revealed.
The casting director is to be applauded, having se-
lected talented actors that portray characters down
to the smallest of details. The time and effort ex-
pended to bring this powerful story to screen is clear
from the onset. Plan now to watch and let us know
your thoughts on social media @TheVillagerATX!

WENDY WILLIAMS: THE MOVIE
        JANUARY 30 – 7PM CT
Talk show host Wendy Williams executive pro-

duces the biopic on her life, revealing the highs and
lows she has experienced throughout the years.
Wendy has made herself the go-to source for great
celebrity dish on her hit talk show, The Wendy Wil-
liams Show, but recently the spotlight has turned
towards her. The authorized project provides a re-
vealing look at Wendy’s journey, from her scrappy
upstart days in urban radio to the success of her
own syndicated talk show. Despite all the naysayers
and obstacles Wendy encountered throughout her

life, her strength and determination have allowed
her to thrive. Ciera Payton takes on the lead role
while Morocco Omari stars as Wendy’s ex-husband
Kevin Hunter. Produced by Front Street for Lifetime
and executive produced by Wendy Williams, Will
Packer and Sheila Ducksworth. Darren Grant directs
from a script written by Leigh Davenport and
Scarlett Lacey.

In this feature length documentary, Wendy
Williams, the self-anointed Queen of all Media,
sheds her private persona and speaks directly to the
camera, discussing every inch of joy and humilia-
tion she has experienced since childhood. From her
apartment in Manhattan, we’re with Wendy dur-
ing the course of her divorce, as she deals with be-
ing a ‘Hot Topic’ and finds a way to right her ship
again. It’s a raw, no holds barred look with never-
before heard truths about Wendy’s notorious feuds
with celebrities, her shocking divorce, her childhood
and the private darkness she has endured. This is
the story of a self-made woman who finds herself
at the start of a new life, uncertain of the future,
but ready to reclaim her crown. The documentary
is produced by eOne and Creature Films for Life-
time. Executive producers include Wendy Williams,
Tara Long, Mark Ford, Kevin Lopez, Sarah Girgis and
Joie Jacoby. Brie Miranda Bryant and Gena
McCarthy serve as executive producers for Lifetime.
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Lack of Black NFL
coaches seems to
follow a history.

See REFUSE
Page 2I want my

House cleaned
You know what it’s

like when you move into
a new, but used, home.
You aren’t comfortable
until you give it a good,
thorough cleaning your-
self. And I’m a firm be-
liever in the axiom, “If you
want something done
right…”!

Joe Biden should
demand nothing less.
That old white house he
just inherited has a stink
on it. All the clever idioms
and speeches of unity
ain’t going to get it off ei-
ther. Joe has to clean
house. Period!

It’s going to take a
lot more that 100,000
vaccines in a hundred
days to clean the stain left
by his predecessor.

It’s going to take
more than standing in
front of a podium while
he and his vice shout to
the heavens for change.
No..uh uh…that ain’t
gonna to get it.

Joe needs to start by
walking into the capitol
and prosecuting every
last one of those insurrec-
tionist congressmen re-
sponsible for the non-
sense that went on two
weeks ago. And he has
my full permission to start
in Texas with that spine-
less Ted Cruz. What an
embarrassment to my
great Lone Star state he
has become.

Oh, but Cruz isn’t
the only one. Jodey
Arrington needs to be
prosecuted. Brian Babin
needs to be prosecuted.
Michael Burgess needs to
be prosecuted. John
Carter needs to be pros-
ecuted. Pat Fallon needs
to be prosecuted. Louie
Gohmert needs to be
prosecuted. Lance
Gooden needs to be
prosecuted. Ronny Jack-
son needs to be pros-
ecuted. Troy Nehls needs
to be prosecuted. August
Pfluger needs to be pros-
ecuted. Randy Weber
needs to be prosecuted.
Roger Williams needs to
be prosecuted. Ron
Wright needs to be pros-
ecuted. Pete Sessions
needs to be prosecuted.
Beth Van Duyne needs to
be prosecuted.

So, no, Joe. Before
you unpack and get com-
fortable, come to Texas.

I want my house
cleaned!



Page 2 ~ THE VILLAGER/January 22, 2021                      THE COMMUNIQUÉ                            www.theaustinvillager.com

NFL Owners Refuse To Do The Right Thing

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

Kansas City Chiefs offensive coordinator Eric Bieniemy during a football game against the Seattle Seahawks
on December 23, 2018 at CenturyLink Field in Seattle, Washington. KC STAR FILE PHOTO

(VILLAGER) - I’ve
got a theory about the
lack of Black head
coaches in the NFL.

It’s not a theory,
actually. More like com-
mon sense. Better yet,
life as we know it.

Blacks don’t re-
ceive NFL head coaching
opportunities like they
should because there’s a
history in this country
about how employment
works.

The NFL’s 32 own-
ers, none of whom are
Black, hire head coaches
who look like them, who
they feel they can go
have a beer with, who
are in line with their way
of thinking. An NFL
owner is more likely to
hire a coach they feel is
a younger version of
themselves, or someone
who reminds them of
themselves.

I’m not making this
up.

Look at the number
of white assistant
coaches who have
worked under Los Ange-
les Rams coach Sean
McVay who have be-

come head coaches
since 2019.

There’s Matt
LaFleur with the Green
Bay Packers, Zac Taylor
with the Cincinnati
Bengals and Brandon
Staley, who was just
hired to lead the Los An-
geles Chargers.

All three became
head coaches before
they turned 40! Heck,
McVay, who has
coached the Rams since
2017, is 34!

LaFleur, Taylor and
Staley all received op-
portunities that almost
never go to Black
coaches.

LaFleur posting an
impressive 26-6 in his
first two seasons doesn’t
ensure success for
Staley, just as Taylor go-
ing a wretched 6-25-1 in
his first two seasons
doesn’t predict failure
for Staley. But they re-
ceived the opportunity
to succeed or fail.

I don’t care how
many commissions are
put in place and town
halls there are address-
ing the lack of Black
head coaches in the NFL,
and how white owners
need to look in the mir-
ror and do the right
thing and hire more

Black coaches because
70 percent of the players
are Black.

It’s difficult to tell
someone that owns a
professional franchise
worth a billion dollars
you have to do this. If
they don’t want to hire
Eric Bieniemy, they’re
not going to hire Eric
Bieniemy. If someone
wants to hire him, they
will. But don’t give me
this excuse that
Bieniemy doesn’t inter-
view well, which is the

narrative being floated
by some in the national
(mostly white) media.
That’s never the case
when a white coach is
passed over for a job.

When people say
70 percent of the players
in the NFL are Black,
that’s a fact. However,
about 90 percent of the
people in the stands look
like the owners who es-
sentially whiteballed
Colin Kaepernick for tak-
ing a knee during the
national anthem.

You’ve got 32 own-
ers, and none of them
are Black. That’s a prob-
lem.

It ’s not going to
change until you get
some Black owners who
say I want to hire a coach
who looks like me.

No handouts. Just a
fair chance.

That’s a fact of life
for Black people in
America. We don’t want
extra. We just want an
opportunity to succeed
or fail.

Family Self-Sufficiency Program
Receives Grant Award from HUD

AUSTIN, TEXAS –
The Housing Authority
of the City of Austin
(HACA) is pleased to an-
nounce that their Family
Self-Sufficiency (FSS)
Program has been
awarded funding in the
amount of $293,577
from the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD).
These federal funds allow
HACA to provide Service
Coordinators for the cal-
endar year 2021. Service
Coordinators empower
participating families to
find jobs, increase earned
income, reduce the need
for rental assistance, and
make progress toward
achieving economic self-
sufficiency.

HACA has operated
a successful FSS program
since 1994, with HUD’s
Office of Public and In-
dian Housing (PIH) ad-
ministering on the fed-
eral level. HACA’s FSS
Service Coordinators
work directly with resi-
dents for up to five years
to achieve their goals
and to connect them
with existing programs
and services in the local
community. Goals that
FSS participants set for
themselves may include
earning a GED or high
school diploma, going to
college or finishing a de-
gree, improving credit
scores, and building es-
crow savings with the
pathway toward pur-
chasing a home.

“It speaks volumes
that HUD has awarded

HACA’s FSS efforts with
this year’s funding, “ said
Mike Gerber, HACA CEO.
“Our FSS staff takes great
pride in the achieve-
ments we’ve had elevat-
ing residents during the
twenty-three years of
this program. Last year
we celebrated twenty-
seven new resident
graduates. They saw an
average annual wage in-
crease of $30,488 indi-
vidually, and earned a
combined amount of
$338,433.83 in escrow
savings as a graduating
class.”

Residents in the
program sign a five-year
contract of participation
and agree to set specific
goals and achievements
to accomplish during
that time. To graduate
from the program, the
resident must establish
employment and may
not receive cash welfare
assistance for twelve
months prior to gradua-
tion. Families in the FSS
program have an inter-
est-bearing escrow ac-
count established for
them. The amount cred-
ited to the family’s es-
crow account is based
on increases in rent due
to improved family in-
come during their time
in the FSS program. Af-
ter graduation, the FSS
resident receives the es-
crow funds to help pay
for personal advance-
ments like educational
expenses or make a
down-payment on a
home.

“We are very grate-
ful for this grant award
from HUD to continue
supporting our families
on their transformative
journeys,” said Becky
Summersett, Family
Self-Sufficiency Man-
ager for HACA. “Our FSS
approach takes into ac-
count the whole person
and addresses the real-
world barriers on their
pathway to success. Our
community partners
play an important role in
providing our families
with the resources
needed to achieve their
goals. The FSS Program
is also able to directly
impact our participants
with HACA’s non-profit,
Austin Pathways. Assis-
tance for needs such as
child care, school sup-
plies, gas cards, and
work equipment is pro-
vided to remove barriers
so that a participant can
attend class or work.
When a resident com-
pletes this program with
a new career, a great
credit score, or is pre-
pared to buy their first
home, a permanent im-
pact has been made
within their family that
ripples out to the com-
munity.”

Residents of
HACA’s rental assistance
programs may apply for
the FSS program. To
learn more about
HACA’s Family-Self-Suffi-
ciency Program, visit
hacanet.org/residents/
fss-services or email
beckys@hacanet.org.
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1 75 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service 

                  on YouTube Live. Click the 

                  QR code for Worship Services.  

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

Biden to sign flurry of executive
actions in first hours of presidency

BY JONATHAN EASLEY | THE HILL

Joe Biden sworn-in as the 46th President of the United States of America.

(THE HILL) - President-elect Joe Biden will sign
more than a dozen executive actions on Wednes-
day reversing some of President Trump’s signature
policy initiatives and setting the tone for the new
administration’s focus on COVID-19, the economy,
climate change and racial justice.

On Biden’s first day as president, he plans to
issue a national mask-wearing “challenge,” stop the
construction of the Southern border wall, revoke
the so-called “Muslim ban,” and rejoin both the
World Health Organization (WHO) and the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change, among many other
things.

Biden will sign the mix of 15 executive orders,
memoranda, directives and letters from the Oval
Office on Wednesday afternoon after he is sworn
in as president.

Addressing the coronavirus pandemic will be
Biden’s top priority.

Biden will first launch a “100 Days Masking
Challenge,” asking Americans to cover their faces
as much as possible and issuing an executive order
requiring social distancing and mask-wearing in fed-
eral buildings, on federal land and by all federal
employees.

Biden will end Trump’s effort to withdraw from
WHO, making Anthony Fauci the top delegate to the
international agency. Fauci will deliver remarks to
WHO on Thursday.

And Biden will sign an executive order bring-
ing a coronavirus task force inside the White House
and creating a position of COVID-19 Response Co-
ordinator who will report directly to him. That po-
sition will be held by Jeff Zients, who will be respon-
sible for managing the distribution of the vaccine,
tests and personal protective equipment.

“This is clearly a national emergency and we
will treat it as such,” said Zients.

On the economy, Biden will extend a federal
eviction and foreclosure moratorium until the end
of March, while petitioning Congress to extend
rental assistance to those in need.

Biden will also ask the Department of Educa-
tion to extend the pause on interest and principal
payments on student loans until September.

“We are at a critical and precarious moment
for our economy as the virus trajectory…is intersect-
ing with an economy falling backwards,” said Brian
Deese, the incoming director of the National Eco-
nomic Council.

“Too many Americans are just barely keeping
their heads above water,” he added.

On the environment, Biden plans to sign the
paperwork to reenter the U.S. into the Paris Agree-
ment, which should become official in 30 days time.

Another sweeping order will direct all execu-
tive departments and agencies to begin reviewing
all federal regulations and executive actions from
the past four years to root out those viewed as
“harmful to public health, damaging to the environ-
ment, unsupported by the best available science,
or otherwise not in the national interest.”

The agencies will consider new fuel emissions
and building efficiency standards, and will revoke
or replace any of Trump’s presidential actions that
“do not serve the U.S. national interest,” including
the presidential permit Trump granted to build the
Keystone XL pipeline.

“Climate change poses an existential threat not
just to our environment, but to our health, national
security and economic well-being,” said Gina
McCarthy, Biden’s National Climate Advisor. “At this
moment of profound crisis, we can build a more
resilient economy…that puts us on an irreversible
path to achieving net zero emissions economy-wide
by 2050.”

Racial justice and equality will be a major fo-
cus for the Biden administration, an effort that will
be led by Susan Rice in her capacity as Director of
the Domestic Policy Council.

On his first day, Biden will sign an executive
order “embedding equity across federal
policymaking and rooting out systemic racism and
other barriers to opportunity from federal programs
and institutions.”

That order will require federal agencies to “un-
dertake a baseline review of the state of equity”
under their purview and to provide more opportu-
nities and engagement with people of color.

The order will also rescind the Trump
administration’s 1776 Commission, which Trump
said was developed to deliver a “patriotic educa-
tion” in response to the growing focus on systemic
racism in America. A Trump order that limited the
ability for government agencies to conduct diver-
sity training will also be revoked.

“Biden has promised to root out systemic rac-
ism from our institutions and this is a first step in
that historic work,” said Rice.

On national security, Biden will rescind Trump’s
order limiting immigration from predominantly
Muslim counties, begin accepting new applications
under the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA), and eliminate the emergency declaration
that was used to divert funding to the construction
of a border wall.

“These are the first steps we’ll be taking to re-
engage in the world and advance the interests of
working families in this country,” said Jake Sullivan,
Biden’s National Security Adviser.

Parade Grounds at the Washington Capitol during Joe Biden’s 2021 Presidential inauguration.
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Kaitlyn  Cannon
Bluebonnet Trail Elem.Zoey King

Idea Montopolis Aiden Loyden
Teravista Elementary

Conducting A Celebration
During Covid-19

If I were in charge
of coordinating a cel-
ebration during Covid-
19 I would have to be
very careful planning it.
Since there is Covid-19
the best place to have a
celebration is outdoors.
Social distancing would
be required so germs
wouldn’t spread as fast.
In addition to social dis-
tancing face masks
would be required to
enter. Before coming
into the event people
would be Covid-19 rapid
testing. The outdoor
area would most likely
be in an open park.
There would be assigned

Dr. Martin Luther King
JR “I have a dream”

Who was Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King JR? Well,
I know he was an activ-
ist trying to do whatever
he could to stop segre-
gation. As one of the
leaders in the Civil Rights
Movement, Dr. King was
fairly the most beloved
but the most hated man
of his time. From his im-
plication in the Mont-
gomery bus boycott in-
spired so many people

seating for each person
by putting tape around
the chairs to limit how
far the person can go.

Due to social dis-
tancing there couldn’t
be a crowd so only so
many people would be
allowed to attend. The
celebration would be
scheduled to last 4
hours; on Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday. An-
other part of careful
planning is food. Food
would not be served to
the public. People who
attend would their own
food as long as it fit in
their area. Since the
playground at the park
would be closed, kids
would be entertained at
the celebration with sev-
eral bouncy houses.
Three kids would be al-
lowed at a time and a
time limit would be re-
quired. At the celebra-
tion a cleaning crew
would clean the surfaces
from time to time. Hand
sanitizer would be pro-
vided and lots of hand
washing stations. Overall
a safe celebration is the
goal and for everyone to
have fun.

to take charge. But being
a black man in those
times, your words
couldn’t get to every-
one. Sadly, no matter
how right he was, Chris-
tian he was, accolades
he had, to some people,
it merely wasn’t enough.

Dr. King was assas-
sinated on April 4, 1968
at 6:01 p.m. He died
later at St. Josephs hos-
pital in Memphis, Ten-
nessee at 7:05 p.m. Dr.
King proved that no mat-
ter what skin color you
are, you can make
change in this world. No
matter if you are Latino
or African American, you
can make a difference.
You can stand out in the
crowd and prove that we
can have peace and be
equal. In the words of Dr.
Martin Luther King JR, “
Darkness cannot drive
out darkness; only light
can do that. Hate cannot
drive out hate; only love
can do that.”

Tyler  Allen
LBJ High School

James L Farmer Jr.

The Importance Of Exercising

Civil rights leader
James Farmer was born
in Marshall Texas in
1920. He spent his child-
hood in Austin he lived
at 1604 New York ave.
He attend the old Ander-
son high school.  Later
he returned to Marshall
to attend Wiley College
where he joined the
team of "great debaters"
coached by legendary
teacher Melvin Tolson.
Though Farmer had in-
tended to become a
Methodist minister
Tolson's influence and
segregation within the
church led him to activ-
ism. In 1942 Farmer or-
ganized the Congress of
Racial Equality in Chi-
cago also known as
CORE. A decade before
the civil rights move-

ment made headlines
CORE followed
Gandhian principles of
nonviolent direct action
to fight racial discrimina-
tion.

In 1961 CORE orga-
nized the Freedom Rides
to desegregate bus
travel. Farmer and
twelve other activists
both black and white-
faced violence and jail
time as they rode from
Washington DC to New
Orleans. The Freedom
Rides and the violence
that erupted in response
captured national atten-
tion. Blacks across the
nation joined the civil
rights struggle as did
whites in America and
abroad. Within months
Attorney General Robert
Kennedy issued an order
banning segregation in
interstate travel.

Farmer spent two
periods of his life in the
vicinity of Wiley College
one of the oldest histori-
cally African American
colleges west of the Mis-
sissippi. Both times he
was drawn to Wiley be-
cause his father was a
professor there. Today a
historical marker stands
outside the Thomas
Winston Cole Library
commemorating James
Farmer Sr. for his contri-
butions to African
American life and let-
ters.

  Exercising is very
important for your body.
It improves your health
and lowers the risk of
developing diseases. It is
also proven that exercise
can help you sleep at
night and boost your
mood. You can exercise
in a lot of ways like run-
ning, riding a bike, swim-
ming, dancing, volley-
ball, tennis, jumping and
much more. Without ex-
ercising for a long time

you would become un-
healthy and probably get
sick. It’s good to exercise
thirty minutes or more a
day. If you also eat
healthy it can help you
work out but if you eat
unhealthy foods, your
body won’t respond
properly to exercise.
Working out can help
lengthen your life span.

People all over the
world work out to stay
healthy mentally and
physically. Working out
keeps your muscles
strong and keeps your
body in great shape. And
not only is exercise good
for humans, exercising is
also good for some pets
that can accompany a
person when they are
working out. People of-
ten exercise with their
dogs by taking walks,
running, playing fetch or
any other games. Exer-
cising can make a huge
great impact of
someone’s life overall
everyone should exer-
cise.

Martin Luther
King Jr. was universally
known activist during
the dreadful era of the
Civil Rights Movement.
He is renowned for his
significant “I Have A
Dream” speech and his
commitment and con-
tribution towards the
African American race
to acquire racial equity.
However, Dr. Martin
Luther King was not the
only Civil Rights dissi-
dent. There were
plenty of other activists
who came before him,
but it was his sheer de-
termination which at
last drove him towards
accomplishing his
dream. It is no doubt
Dr. King’s legacy will
forever be cherished in
history as a key figure
in producing the world
we live in today. To
honor Dr. King’s legacy
and his determination
to equal equality, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan
signed a bill in 1983

 Lacee Johnson
Connally High School

Martin Luther King’s Legacy
which declared Dr.
Martin Luther King as a
federal holiday. It was
not until 1986 when all
states celebrated this
federal holiday.

It all began in
1929, when a youthful
Martin Luther King Jr.
was born to a middle-
class family that settled
in Atlanta, Georgia. As
a kid, young Martin
was taught the ideas of
religion early on, as
both his grandfather
and father were minis-
ters at a local Baptist
church. This incited
Martin to assist his fa-
ther with Church ser-
vices throughout his
childhood and defined
his uncompromising
philosophy of harmony
over brutality. Overall,
Martin lived a quite
cheerful and ordinary
childhood along with
his 3 siblings, Donn
Clenderson, A. D. King,
and Christine King.
Martin held a gift in
academics which led
him to attending col-
leges in Boston and
Philadelphia. He
earned his doctorate
degree in Theology
from Boston University.
Dr. King experienced
African Americans and
white people interact-
ing more freely with
each other, going
against what he wit-
nessed in his home-
town of Georgia. This
was also where Dr. King
would meet and later
married his wife,

Coretta Scott, and they
subsequently relocated
to Montgomery Ala-
bama in 1953. It was
here that Martin would
begin his preaching ca-
reer which he followed
in the footsteps of his
father and grandfather.

Dr. King quickly
grew familiar with the
local area and was
viewed as a community
leader. It was around
this time an African
American lady by the
name of Rosa Parks
was arrested for refus-
ing to surrender her
seat to a white man.
This influenced Dr.
Martin Luther King to
team up with a local
activist, Jo Ann
Robinson, to detail the
notorious Montgomery
Bus System boycott.
This event today is
seen as the first mass
peaceful protest
against racial segrega-
tion. It was a boycott
that urged Black resi-
dents to not use the
bus transportation sys-
tem. it was effective as
it did not just accumu-
late eyes around
America, and let the
world see the brutal
truth of racial discrimi-
nation, but in 1956 the
Supreme Court au-
thoritatively prohibited
racially divided bus
transportation, there-
fore granting Dr. King a
victory. Despite the
win, Dr. King was con-
demned to jai l time
because of his actions.

This never halted him.
Once he was out, he
coordinated various
churches devoted to a
peaceful protest
against racial injus-
tices.

Over the decades
Dr. King went on
marches and protests
all around the states to
advance Civil Rights. In
1963, Martin Luther
King Jr, gave his famous
“I have a dream”
speech in Washington
DC to a crowd of thou-
sands of individuals all
sharing a dream for ra-
cial equity. Dr. King
kept on driving peace-
ful protests around
America, while the
world watched in shock
as they saw police
forces assaulting and
arresting peaceful pro-
testors. Martin Luther
King’s life was unfortu-
nately cut short due to
an assassination by a
white supremacist. De-
spite the misfortune,
Martin Luther King ’s
drive significantly
changed the imperfec-
tions of America’s ra-
cial framework. It is
because of his legacy
and empowerment we
stand where we are to-
day. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. shared his be-
liefs and blessings with
the world, rewriting
the script America
played for so long and
rebuilding an equal so-
ciety where his dream
can finally become a
living reality.
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Sarah Robertson
Connally H. S.

First Week of Spring Semester

With the close of
my fall semester I enter
into my final semester of
high school. I would’ve
never imagined thinking
that my senior year
would be completely vir-
tual in the middle of a
pandemic. Even though
my final year isn’t nor-
mal, I still try to grasp
onto some normalcy
like; college acceptance
letters, prom, and gradu-
ation. I have started to
receive a couple of ac-
ceptance letters from
the many colleges that
I’ve applied to and I’m
still waiting on more de-
cisions. During the

spring semester I hope
that I still get to enjoy
prom in some sort of
fashion or have an alter-
native way to be cel-
ebrated with my peers.

Though prom is
looking like a hopeless
cause, I still have hopes
in going and experienc-
ing prom. At Connally
high school,  athletics
are still able to compete
in UIL events but it is
only the varsity teams.
For the fine arts it has
become a rising ques-
tion. Most schools
around Texas have opted
out of competing in the
One Act Competition for
Theatre as Covid-19
numbers are steadily in-
creasing. My Theatre di-
rector hasn’t come to a
decision of if we were
going to compete or not.
I still hope to participate
in theatre this year but
that is all up to my direc-
tor. Remember to wash
your hands, wear your
mask and stay home.

Biden Administration to Appoint
Kristen Clarke to Key Civil Rights Post
By Stacy M. Brown,

NNPA Newswire
Senior National
Correspondent
Kristen Clarke, the

president of the
Lawyer ’s Committee
Civil Rights Under Law,
will serve as assistant
attorney general for civil
rights under the new
Biden Administration.

Clarke’s appoint-
ment adds even more
diversity to an incoming
administration that has
kept its campaign prom-
ise to ensure that top
staff and cabinet mem-
bers reflect all of
America.

“Our first-rate
nominees to lead the
Justice Department are
eminently qualified, em-
body character and
judgment that is beyond
reproach, and have de-
voted their careers to
serving the American
people with honor and
integrity,” Biden said in a

Kristen Clarke has extensive civil rights expe-
rience, starting her career as an attorney in the De-
partment of Justice’s Civil Rights Division.

statement.
“They will restore

the independence of the
department, so it serves
the interests of the
people, not a presi-
dency, rebuild public
trust in the rule of law,
and work tirelessly to
ensure a more fair and
equitable justice sys-
tem.”

Clarke has exten-

sive civil rights experi-
ence, starting her career
as an attorney in the De-
partment of Justice’s
Civil Rights Division.

While at the DOJ,
the Brooklyn-born attor-
ney served as a federal
prosecutor in the Crimi-
nal Section Division, re-
sponsible for police mis-
conduct, hate crimes,
and human trafficking.

Through the
Division’s Voting Section,
she also worked on vot-
ing rights and redistrict-
ing cases.

The current presi-
dent and executive di-
rector of the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law, Clarke
has also served as the
head of the Civil Rights
Bureau for the New York
State Attorney General’s
Office, where she suc-
cessfully led landmark
efforts to address dis-
crimination in housing,
the school-to-prison
pipeline, and reforming
practices and policies of
police departments.

Clarke previously
served at the NAACP Le-
gal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund, focusing on
voting rights and elec-
tion law.

Clarke received her
A.B. from Harvard Uni-
versity and her J.D. from
Columbia Law School.Senate

Passes Bill
to Create
African

American
Burial

Grounds
Network

The U.S. Senate
unanimously passed leg-
islation that would better
protect historic African
American cemeteries.

The measure also
paves the way for the cre-
ation of an African Ameri-
can Burial Grounds Net-
work.

“We know that for
too long in too many parts
of our country, Black fami-
lies were blocked from
burying their loved ones
in white cemeteries,” Sen.
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio)
remarked.

“These men and
women were freed
slaves, civil rights cham-
pions, veterans, moth-
ers, fathers, workers in
communities. We need
to act now before these

By Stacy M. Brown,
NNPA Newswire
Senior National
Correspondent

sites are lost to the rav-
ages of time or develop-
ment,” Brown con-
cluded.

Initially introduced
in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in 2019 by
Congresswoman Alma
Adams (D-NC) and Con-
gressman Donald
McEachin (D-Va.), the
bill primarily addresses
at-risk Black cemeteries
in South Carolina.

Still, it authorizes
the Department of the
Interior to conduct a
thorough investigation
of African American
burial grounds across
the country.

According to a
Smithsonian Magazine
report, the study would
“lay the groundwork for
the network, allowing
experts to coordinate
research efforts, create a
nationwide database of
Black cemeteries, and
receive grant funding.”

Sen. Brown and
now ex-Sen. Lamar
Alexander (R-Tenn.)
later introduced the
measure in the Senate.
It now heads back to the
House for a formal vote.

The action is yet
another recent legisla-
tive attempt to honor
and preserve Black
burial grounds.

In 2019, then-Sen-
ate Minority Leader
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.),

along with Sen. Kirsten
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) and
Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-
N.Y.), were joined by Reps.
Gregory Meeks, Yvette
Clarke, and Adriano
Espaillat (all of New York),
and announced the Afri-
can Burial Ground Inter-
national Memorial Mu-
seum and Education Cen-
ter Act’s reintroduction.

That legislation
would establish a mu-
seum and education
center at the African
Burial Ground in Lower
Manhattan.

This site currently
holds the remains of an
estimated 15,000 free
and enslaved Africans
and early-generation Af-
rican Americans from
the colonial era.

The National Park
Service would manage
the museum in consulta-
tion with the African
Burial Ground Advisory
Council, which would be
established by the legis-
lation.

“The African Burial
Ground is culturally and
historically significant to
New York and the na-
tion. The establishment
of a museum and an
education center at this
cemetery will illuminate
the plight, courage, and
humanity of the free and
enslaved Africans who
helped create New
York,” Sen. Schumer told
NNPA Newswire in 2019.

“As a nation, we
must always remember
the tremendous bur-

dens and afflictions ex-
perienced by those who
were brought here in
bondage, and who
fought – for generations
– against impossible
odds to achieve the full
measure of dignity and
equality and justice that
they were due. I am
proud to cosponsor this
legislation, and I urge my
colleagues to pass this
bill and for the president
to sign it into law.”

The African Ameri-
can Burial Grounds ini-
tiative would provide
grant opportunities and
technical assistance to
local communities as
they work to recover
and preserve those his-
toric sites.

According to the let-

ter signed by more than
60 organizations dedi-
cated to cultural heritage
and preservation, cem-
eteries are places of trib-
ute and memory, con-
necting communities
with their past.

“By creating a na-
tional network, the Afri-
can American Burial
Grounds Network Act
would help re-discover
the existence of burial
grounds ahead of com-
mercial development,
helping to avoid distur-
bances that create dis-
tress and heartache in
communities. Preserv-
ing and protecting these
sacred sites, and the sto-
ries they tell is an inte-
gral part of our Ameri-
can heritage.”

The African American Burial Grounds initiative would provide grant opportunities and technical
assistance to local communities as they work to recover and preserve those historic sites.

Austin Public Health Asks for Patience as COVID-19 Rollout Continues

Austin, Texas – Austin Public Health (APH) is
asking the public to be patient as we continue to
provide the COVID-19 vaccine to our community.
APH received a shipment of 12,000 vaccines from
the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS) on Monday, and we are aiming to have all
of the vaccines out by Saturday. This has required
APH and other partner departments and organiza-
tions to stand up operations incredibly quickly, and
there have been some hiccups along the way, but
we are optimistic that the process has begun.

This is the first week of operating a pilot vac-
cine handed down by the state and the largest allo-
cation of vaccine to APH to date.

“We understand there is frustration with tech-
nical issues, staffing limitations, and the novelty of
the program that we have seen this week,” said

Stephanie Hayden-Howard, APH Director. “We hope
people can understand that we are seeking to get
this vaccine to the people who need it most as
quickly and efficiently as we can. Ultimately, we are
very happy to see that people overwhelmingly want
to get vaccinated, and we hope to soon be able to
provide the vaccine to more people.”

Additionally, some people completed pre-reg-
istration and saw a screen prompting them to sign
up for the vaccine but showed that no appointments
were available. This happens because there were
no appointments left to schedule, however, indi-
viduals who made it to that page have successfully
pre-registered and do not need to take any further
action. Other glitches are being addressed, and we
ask for your patience as we work through them.

Along with patience, we ask that the commu-

nity still remain vigilant with protecting themselves
against COVID-19, as that will help APH manage its
resources. APH employees tirelessly dedicate them-
selves to many simultaneous jobs at the moment
such as case investigations, staffing/scheduling free
testing sites, data collection/reporting on ICUs, hos-
pitalizations, death, data reporting, coordinating a
place to stay if you can’t isolate safely at home when
positive, PPE distributions and monitoring patient
overflow because too many people decided to stop
distancing and wear masks.

Individuals who have pre-registered do not
need to continue to call our hotline or log in to the
site to see if new appointments are available. They
will be proactively contacted if more vaccine be-
comes available to APH and if they meet the 1A or
1B qualifications.
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(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Monday, January 18,
2020, International
Multicultural Festival
(IMFest) took place at
the Sahara Lounge, in
the heart of East Aus-
tin. "IMFest is derived
from the idea that we
are all different,
unique, yet we're the
same. We may look dif-
ferent, speak various
languages, hold diverse
practices and beliefs,
but, when we look in-
side ourselves, we are
still the same," stated
an organizer.”

The IMFest lined up
a series of vibrant activi-
ties to mark this celebra-

tion. Artists from various
cultures and ethnicities,
and a showcase of Afri-
can, Middle Eastern,
Polynesian, Asian, Turk-
ish, and Indian Fashion.
It was an opportunity to
see the articles of cloth-
ing from all around the
world.

According to the
organizers, the line up
consisted of Hawaiian
Drums of Tahiti Revue
Tropical Productions,
Son de Rey (Latin
cumbia), Taiko Japanese
American performance,
Lee Young Korean
American Dance, Fili-
pino Reggae Band, and
many others.

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

IMFest Celebrates
global cultures in

Austin, Texas

IMFest: Pictured left to right are Zain, Arthur,
and Phillips. Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

Representative
Talarico Files
House Bills

Representative James Talarico

(VILLAGER NEWS) -
Representative James
Talarico is a former non-
profit leader and public
school teacher elected
to the Texas House of
Representatives from
House District 52 in 2018.
Rep. Talarico has recently
announced his intention
to run for re-election.
Texas House District 52
covers the majority of
Eastern Williamson
County, including Round
Rock, Hutto, Taylor, and
Georgetown.

Re p res e nt at i ve
Talarico is running to
bring common sense is-

sues to his district. "We
can restore common
sense to our State Capi-
tol and craft responsible
policies. We can value
Texans of all back-
grounds and beliefs. We
can respect local com-
munities and the deci-
sions they make for
themselves. We can in-
vest in our people and
grow our economy,"
stated Talarico.

As the Texas Legis-
lature has gone into Ses-
sion, Representative
Talarico has filed numer-
ous bills. He has filed
House Bill 30, HB 40, HB
54, and HB 57.  More-
over, House bill 40 seeks
to regulate the price of
insulin, which is crucial
for diabetes.

Lil Wayne,
Kodak Black
get clemency;

Joe Exotic doesn’t
By MARK KENNEDY | AP

Lil Wayne (left) and Kodak Black. (AP photo)

(AP) - Two rappers were among the entertain-
ment figures included in a list of 140 people who
were pardoned or had their sentences commuted
by President Donald Trump in a last-minute clem-
ency flurry early Wednesday. But the news was not
as good for one hopeful celebrity.

— Rapper Lil Wayne, whose real name is
Dwayne Michael Carter Jr., was given a full pardon.
The Grammy-winner was charged in Florida on Nov.
17 with possession of a firearm by a convicted felon,
a federal offense that carries a potential sentence
of up to 10 years in prison. In the pardon, Lil Wayne
was praised for his “commitment to a variety of
charities, including donations to research hospitals
and a host of foodbanks.” Pro Football Hall of Famer
Deion Sanders backed the pardon. Lil Wayne is one
of the seminal figures in rap in the last two decades,
selling more than 20 million albums in the U.S. since
releasing his debut in 1999. Sentencing for the rap-
per, who frequently expressed support for Trump,
was set for Jan. 28. In a statement, Carter’s attor-
ney Howard Srebnick said a pardon was appropri-
ate since “prosecuting a non-violent citizen for
merely possessing a firearm violates the Second
Amendment to the U. S. Constitution.”

— Rapper Kodak Black, born Bill K. Kapri, was
granted a commutation. The “Tunnel Vision” rap-
per is serving a three-year prison sentence for falsi-
fying documents used to purchase weapons at a
Miami gun store. Supporters included Gucci Mane,
Lil Pump, Lil Yachty, and athletes Lamar Jackson and
Jack Brewer. Kodak Black has sold over 30 million
singles since 2014, and has had several
multiplatinum and platinum-certified singles, in-
cluding “Zeze,” “No Flockin’” and “Roll in Peace.”
His lawyer, Bradford Cohen, was once a contestant
on Trump’s “Celebrity Apprentice” show. The par-
don notes that Kodak Black paid for schoolchildren’s
notebooks, supplies to daycare centers and food for
the hungry, and donated $50,000 for restaurants in
his hometown of Pompano Beach, Florida.

— Desiree Perez, CEO of Roc Nation, was
granted a full pardon. Perez was arrested in 1994
for drug possession, and in 1998 for grand larceny
and possession of a firearm. In 2019, she was named
head of the entertainment company founded by
rapper Jay-Z that’s home to such artists as Rihanna,
Alicia Keys and Megan Thee Stallion. The pardon
mentions that “Perez has taken full accountability
for her actions and has turned her life around. She
has been gainfully employed and has been an ad-
vocate for criminal justice reform in her commu-
nity.”

— “Tiger King” Joe Exotic had hoped for good
news, but it was not to be. The zookeeper-turned-
reality-TV-star was sentenced in January 2020 to 22
years in federal prison for violating federal wildlife
laws and for his role in a failed murder-for-hire plot.
His team was so confident in a pardon that they’d
readied a celebratory limousine and a hair and
wardrobe team to whisk him away from a Texas
prison. But he wasn’t on the list announced
Wednesday morning. Exotic, whose real name is
Joseph Maldonado-Passage, was prominently fea-
tured in the popular Netflix documentary “Tiger
King: Murder, Mayhem and Madness.”

Joe Exotic of “Tiger King”

Biden team fears rocky transition may
have revealed only ‘tip of the iceberg’

By TYLER PAGER, ALICE MIRANDA OLLSTEIN, CAITLIN EMMA and ERIC GELLER | POLITICO

(POLITICO) - Joe Biden’s transition team had
no illusions about the chaos they were inheriting
from President Donald Trump. They expected a dis-
organized government and mismanaged agencies,
many of them hollowed out and ignored over the
past four years.

Hours before they assume office, however,
there is a fear among Biden’s team that the road-
blocks they encountered during the chaotic transi-
tion shielded them from understanding the full
scope of the problems at various agencies, and that
the state of the executive branch is far worse than
they understood — “the tip of the iceberg” as one
senior transition aide put it.

At the National Security Council, Trump offi-
cials were reluctant to share information about who
was even on the staff, and at the Department of
Defense, requests for information were either ig-
nored or only partially answered. At the Office of
Management and Budget, the practice of making
career officials available for the incoming adminis-
tration to craft their budget was disregarded, leav-
ing Biden officials frustrated that their budget will
likely be delayed. And at the Office of the United
States Trade Representative, the lack of interest in
assisting the Biden transition was stated plainly.

“Transition is not a priority for USTR,” Robert
Lighthizer’s chief of staff told a Biden official, ac-
cording to a person briefed on the conversation.

A spokesperson for USTR did not respond to a
request for comment. Officials at the Defense De-
partment and OMB, meanwhile, have vocally de-
fended their transition cooperation. “Our DOD po-
litical and career officials have been working with
the utmost professionalism to support transition
activities in a compressed time schedule,” Acting
Secretary of Defense Christopher Miller said in a
Dec. 28. statement.

Complicating matters even more was the mas-

sive SolarWinds hack discovered late last year, which
left open the possibility that suspected Russian
operatives are still lurking inside federal comput-
ers, impacting virtually everything that Biden's team
tries to do.

The obstacles to the Biden transition’s work
spanned across the government and ranged in se-
verity. Some Trump staffers tried to be helpful, Biden
officials said, but President Donald Trump’s refusal
to concede to Biden stymied the handoff from the
top. The feeling on Biden’s team, as they turn to
governing after the exhilaration of victory and the
frenzy of transition planning, is something akin to
peering into a dark abyss: They don’t yet know what
lurks out of view.

And as Biden and his staff move into the White
House and agencies on Wednesday, administration
officials recognize that some of their priorities will
inevitably be sidelined by the need to fix messes
from the outgoing administration that they aren’t
even aware of yet.

Biden’s team has already prepared a flurry of
executive action that will kick off immediately after
he is sworn in, much of it aimed at undoing Trump’s
signature policies on climate change, immigration
and the coronavirus response. But without full vis-
ibility into the processes and procedures of the
Trump administration, one senior transition official
warned about delays and hiccups.

The overall lack of cooperation from a signifi-
cant number of Trump administration officials was
“laughable,” the senior aide said, adding that some
officials tried to slow down information sharing
while others were completely unresponsive.

Shaun Donovan, who served as OMB director
under President Barack Obama and is now running
for New York City mayor said, “I’ve never seen a
more toxic atmosphere in my lifetime within the
federal government more broadly and within OMB.”
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Tes-
tamentary for the Estate of Johnnie Mae Holmes,
Deceased, were issued on December 15, 2020, in
Cause No. C-1-PB-20-000360, pending in the
Probate Court No. 1, Travis County, Texas, to:
Johnny Morris Holmes.
All persons having claims against this Estate
which is currently being administered are required
to present them to the undersigned within the time
and in the manner prescribed by law.
c/o:  Representative, Estate of Johnnie Mae
Holmes, 1196 Angelina Street, Austin, Texas

78702
Marilyn D. Poole, Attorney

P.O. Box 49293, Austin, TX  78765
Tel.: (512) 957-0906/ Fax:  (512) 519-1818

E-mail:  marilyn@poolelegal.us
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Request for Proposal (RFP) 2011-004 IT Staffing
Services

Due Date:  February 5 by 2:00 PM
Scope of Work:  Central Health seeks a staffing
agency with demonstrated expertise and
experience in identifying qualified candidates for
recruitment, temporary and direct employment
in a variety of positions.

Ordering Instructions: All Solicitation Packages
can be downloaded from:

https://prod.bidsync.com/central-health, OR
http://www.txsmartbuy.com/sp

Mitch McConnell: Trump ‘provoked’ Capitol siege, mob ‘fed lies’
By LISA MASCARO and MARY CLARE JALONICK | AP

W A S H I N G T O N
(AP) — Senate Republi-
can leader Mitch
McConnell on Tuesday
explicitly blamed Presi-
dent Donald Trump for
the deadly riot at the
Capitol, saying the mob
was “fed lies” and the
president and others
“provoked” those intent
on overturning Demo-
crat Joe Biden’s election.

Ahead of Trump’s
historic second im-
peachment trial,
McConnell’s remarks
were his most severe
and public rebuke of the
outgoing president. The
GOP leader is setting a
tone as Republicans
weigh whether to con-
vict Trump on the im-
peachment charge that
will soon be sent over
from the House: “incite-
ment of insurrection.”

“The mob was fed
lies,” McConnell said.
“They were provoked by
the president and other
powerful people, and
they tried to use fear
and violence to stop a
specific proceeding of
the first branch of the
federal government
which they did not like.”

The Republican
leader vowed a “safe
and successful” inaugu-
ration of Biden on
Wednesday at the Capi-
tol, where final prepara-
tions were underway
amid heavy security.

Trump’s last full day
in office Tuesday was
also senators’ first day
back since the deadly
Capitol siege and the
House vote to impeach
him for his role in the ri-
ots — an unparalleled
time of transition as the
Senate prepares for the
second impeachment
trial in two years and
presses ahead with the
confirmation of Biden’s
Cabinet.

Three new Demo-
cratic senators-elect are
set to be sworn into of-
fice Wednesday shortly
after Biden’s inaugura-
tion, giving the Demo-
crats the barest majority,
a 50-50 Senate chamber.
The new vice president,
Kamala Harris, will
swear them in and serve
as an eventual tie-break-
ing vote.

The Democrats, led
by Senate Democratic
leader Chuck Schumer,
will take charge of the
Senate as they launch a
trial to hold the defeated
president responsible
for the siege, while also
quickly confirming
Biden’s Cabinet and be-
ing asked to consider
passage of a sweeping
new $1.9 trillion COVID-
19 relief bill.

House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi has not yet
sent the sole article of
impeachment to the
Senate, which will
launch the trial, but said
late Tuesday on MSNBC,
“It will be soon.”

Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell

Making the case for
Trump’s conviction,
Schumer said the Senate
needs to set a precedent
that the “severest of-
fense ever committed by
a president would be
met by the severest
remedy provided by the
Constitution — im-
peachment,” and disbar-
ment from future office.

McConnell and
Schumer conferred later
Tuesday about how to
balance the trial with
other business and how
to organize the evenly
divided chamber, a pro-
cess that could slow all
of the Senate’s business
and delay the impeach-
ment proceedings.

There were signs of
an early impasse. During
their meeting
McConnell told Schumer
he wants “rules concern-
ing the legislative filibus-
ter remain intact, spe-
cifically during the
power share for the next
two years,” according to
the Republican leader’s
spokesman Doug
Andres.

Eliminating the
Senate filibuster, a pro-
cedural move that re-
quires a higher bar for
legislation to pass, has
been a priority for
Democrats who will now
control the House, Sen-
ate and White House.

But a spokesman
for Schumer, Justin
Goodman, said the
Democratic leader “ex-
pressed that the fairest,
most reasonable and
easiest path forward”
was to adopt an agree-
ment similar to a 2001
consensus between the
parties, the last time the
Senate was evenly di-
vided, without “extrane-
ous changes from either
side.”

Five of Biden’s
nominees had commit-
tee hearings Tuesday as
the Senate prepared for
swift confirmation of
some as soon as the
president-elect takes of-
fice, as is often done par-
ticularly for the White
House’s national secu-
rity team. Many noted
the harrowing events at

the Capitol on Jan. 6.
The nominee for

Director of National In-
telligence, Avril Haines,
testified of her own “ee-
rie” feeling coming to
the Capitol complex af-
ter “how truly disturbing
it was” to see the attack
on the building unfold.
Biden’s nominee for sec-
retary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity, Alejandro
Mayorkas, vowed to get
to the bottom of the
“horrifying” siege.

Pelosi said that if
evidence shows that
members of Congress
“aided and abetted” the
rioters they could be
prosecuted, just as “this
President is an accessory
to that crime because he
instigated that insurrec-
tion.”

The start of the
new session of Congress
was also forcing lawmak-
ers to come to terms
with the post-Trump era,
a transfer of power that
Trump’s mob of support-
ers tried to prevent after
he urged them to storm
the Capitol as Congress
was tallying the Electoral
College vote confirming
Biden’s election.

Seven Republican
senators led by Sen. Ted
Cruz, R-Texas, and Sen.
Josh Hawley, R-Mo.,

tried to overturn Biden’s
election during the Elec-
toral College tally. Cruz
was presiding over the
Senate Tuesday while
McConnell delivered his
blistering remarks.

Hawley continued
to embrace his role in
the opposition, saying
Tuesday that he will
block a quick confirma-
tion of Mayorkas, the
Homeland Security
nominee, to protest
Biden’s immigration
plan to provide a path to
citizenship for 11 million
people. Hawley said
Mayorkas “has not ad-
equately explained how
he will enforce federal
law and secure the
southern border.”

As they begin the
year newly in the minor-
ity, Republican senators
face a daunting choice of
whether to convict
Trump of inciting the in-
surrection, the first im-
peachment trial of a
president no longer in
office — but one who
continues to hold great
sway over the party’s
voters.

Some Republicans
want to halt the im-
peachment trial. Texas
GOP Sen. John Cornyn
was among those Re-
publicans casting doubt
on the legal ability of the

Senate to convict a presi-
dent no longer in office,
though legal scholars dif-
fer on the issue.

“It ’s never hap-
pened before and
maybe that’s for a good
reason,” he said.

The House im-
peached Trump last
week on the sole charge,

incitement of insurrec-
tion, making him the
only president to be
twice impeached. A ri-
oter died during the
siege and a police officer
died later of injuries;
three other people in-
volved died of medical
emergencies. Trump
was first impeached in
2019 over relations with
Ukraine and was acquit-
ted in 2020 by the Sen-
ate.

The three new
Democratic senators,
Raphael Warnock and
Jon Ossoff of Georgia
and Alex Padilla of Cali-
fornia, are to be sworn
into office Wednesday,
according to a person
granted anonymity to
discuss planning.

Warnock and
Ossoff defeated Repub-
lican incumbents in this
month’s runoff elec-
tions. Georgia’s secre-
tary of state certified the
election results Tuesday.
Padilla was tapped by
California’s governor to
fill the remainder of Har-
ris’ Senate term.
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Joe Biden Inauguration 2021

President Joe Biden (right) with wife Jill and Vice President Kamala Harris with husband Doug Emhoff (left) visit D.C. COVID-19 memorial on inauguration eve.

US braces for potential violence ahead of Joe Biden inauguration. Photo:Jacquelyn Martin/AP/picture-alliance.

Lady Gaga sings the National Anthem.
Photo: Rob Carr/Getty Images

Harris and Biden sworn-in to office.

Barack and Michelle Obama look on as Jennifer Lopez sings ‘America the Beautiful.
Rob Carr/Getty Images. Garth Brooks sings ‘Amazing Grace’.

Amanda Gorman has become the youngest poet
ever to perform at a presidential inauguration,

calling for "unity and togetherness"
in her self-penned poem.
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