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Hip Hop Icon Biz Markie Dies at 57
 By Stacy M. Brown | BLACK PRESS USA

Biz Markie performing. Taken at SXSW 2016. / Daniel Benavides / Wikimedia Commons

(BLACKPRESSUSA) - Hip Hop has lost another
legend.

Biz Markie, the rapper, producer, and actor
whose hits included “Just a Friend” and “Nobody
Beats the Biz,” has died at the age of 57.

Nicknamed “The Clown Prince of Hip Hop,” Biz
was born Marcel Theo Hall in Harlem, across the
then Triboro Bridge from Queens, the New York City
borough where he would cut his teeth collaborat-
ing with MCs and DJs like Big Daddy Kane, Marley
Marl, and Roxanne Shanté.

Biz also made his mark in Manhattan at clubs,
where he quickly became the center of attention.

He rose to fame with the Juice Crew, work-
ing day and night with the famed DJ Mr. Magic,
who helped Biz hone his skills as a beatboxer and
become one of the most influential figures in
music.

Biz’s death follows that of other icons in 2021
like DMX, Prince Markie Dee, Shock G, and
Whodini’s Ecstasy.

“My close friend Biz Markie is gone at 57,” hip
hop star and actor Ice T wrote on Twitter. “We
shared a tour bus, our very 1st tour ‘The Dope Jam
Tour.’ We were all so young and hype.”

NBA Hall of Famer Earvin Magic Johnson wrote,
“RIP to my friend and music legend Biz Markie. A
DJ, rapper, and producer, Biz Markie really knew
how to rock a party. Cookie and I will never forget

when he came to our 25th-anniversary event in
Europe and kept everyone on the dance floor.”

And Questlove paid tribute with a lengthy post
of many examples of what he learned from Biz.

“Biz built me man,” Questlove wrote. “In my
early, early stages, it was Biz who taught me the
real places to cop records. Biz taught me what
cities had good digging. Biz taught me where to
collect 45s. Biz taught me where to collect 8track
tapes. Biz ‘tried’ to get me into Star Wars action
figure collecting. Biz taught me where in Tokyo I
should go to collect vintage iron-on decals.”

Questlove continued:
“This cat was one in a million. He taught me a

lot. I’m using all of the education he taught me. We
will miss him.”

Not only did Biz find acclaim in music, but his
unique talent also earned him a successful televi-
sion and film career.

Biz appeared in films like “Men in Black II,”
“SpongeBob SquarePants,” “Black-ish,” and the fun
children’s show, “Yo Gabba Gabba!”

In 2014, Biz revealed in a nationally televised
interview that he had Type 2 diabetes and declared
his will to live while revealing that he had lost 140
pounds.

“I’m going to be Biz Markie until I die,” he as-
serted in a later interview. “Even after I die, I’m go-
ing to be Biz Markie.”

http://austintexas.gov/covid19
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AUSTIN, TX - “Joy-
ous celebration of
Yellowjackets at the L.C.
Anderson H.S. Historical
Marker Dedication Cer-
emony 2021, on Satur-
day, July 17. Pictured in
the first photo with U.S.
Representative Lloyd
Doggett are Dr.
Stephanie S. Elizalde,
Superintendent of
Schools, AISD, and
Estelle M. Brooks, L.C.
Anderson Alumni Class
of 1958. At right, Con-
gressman Doggett
stands with President of
the Alumni Association,
L.M. Rivers.”

U.S. Rep
Lloyd Doggett
on East Austin

Community
celebration of
L.C. Anderson

Historical
Marker

Dedication

 L.C. Anderson High School and Integration of Austin’s Public Schools Marker.
Photo by Richard Denney, July 17, 2021.

Courtesy Lloyd Doggett Staff

‘21 Tokyo Games
a far cry from ‘64.

See  BULLET
Page 2

Paid In Full
  If you haven’t

guessed by now; or you
aren’t paying close
enough attention to the
political atmosphere in
our society today, then
you may not be aware that
our governor is paid in
full. Yes, our Texas state
governor is not the gover-
nor of the state, but rather
the assiduously employed
servant of the rich and
powerful.

Let me be clear.
Abbott has a knack of roll-
ing up to the podium and
vomiting such stupid
rhetoric, that it’s hard to
believe he’s not actually
talking to himself in a mir-
ror. He’s already practiced
preaching this garbage
enough to believe it actu-
ally works.

I can’t believe he
thinks we all are that stu-
pid. Before I direct you to
page eight of our lovely is-
sue this week, I want to
give you fair warning: Put
Your Best Knee-Deep
Swamp Boots On! Be-
cause you are about to
wade in the thickest horse
shit of the likes you’ve
never seen.

First, let’s deal with
Abbott. When stating his
reasoning for not issuing a
new mask mandate, he
stated “There are so many
people who have immuni-
ties to COVID…[that it
would be] inappropriate
to require people who al-
ready have immunity to
wear a mask.”

Horse shit.
The state at current

has a 43% vaccination
rate. How in the hell does
Abbott explain the Delta
variant AND the fact that
infections have taken a
steep rise over the past
month? Moreover, how
does he explain fully vac-
cinated people getting
sick now as well?

Keep your boots!
Let’s look at U.S. Rep

Steve Scalise now (same
page). Mr. Scalise is a re-
publican who has fought
science, data, and doctors
over COVID-19 and never
did get vaccinated even
though he was amongst
the first to be eligible.

  Guess what? He just
got vaccinated. Why, you
ask? To put it in his words,
“Especially with the delta
variant becoming a lot
more aggressive and seeing
another spike, it was a good
time to do it.”

So, let me ask you;
how your boots holding
up?
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By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

“Bullet” Bob Hayes starred for
U.S. in ’64 Tokyo Olympics

The men’s 100m final at Tokyo 1964 and victory for “Bullet” Bob Hayes (USA 702) [Tokyo 1964 | Olympic Games]

(VILLAGER) - The
last time that Tokyo
hosted the Olympic
Games, a star football
player turned sprinter
attending a Black college
in the Deep South be-
came known as the fast-
est man on Earth.

Tokyo is now host-
ing the 2021 Olympics
after last hosting the
Summer Games in 1964.

Bob Hayes, nick-
named “Bullet” for his
mind-blowing speed
that turned him into a
Pro Football Hall of
Famer with the Dallas
Cowboys, blazed a trail
into the history books
when he won the
Olympic gold medal in
the 100 meters, run-
ning in borrowed cleats
and equaling the world
record of 10.06 sec-
onds.

Hayes also an-
chored the gold medal
winning 4x100 relay
team despite the four
runners never once
practicing handing off
the baton to each other.
Injuries to two members

led to Hayes recruiting a
pair of 200-meter run-
ners for the relay. Enter-
ing the final turn in fifth
place, Hayes made up
nine meters by running
the final leg in 8.6 sec-
onds. The team time of
39.06 seconds was also
a world record.

Amazingly, Hayes
almost didn’t get the
chance to compete in
the Tokyo Olympics.

A star wide receiver
at Florida A&M in the
segregated South, Hayes

needed to compete in a
college track meet at a
white college to be con-
sidered in the official
world rankings to be-
come eligible for the
Olympics.

Although Florida
A&M was located a
stone’s throw from
Florida State in Tallahas-
see, the white college
never extended Hayes
an invitation to compete
in a track event. Ditto for
the University of Florida,
located two hours away

in Gainesville.
Fortunately for

Hayes, the University of
Miami eventually invited
him to compete in a
meet in 1962. Granted
this one-time opportu-
nity, Hayes tied the U.S.
record in the 100 meters
to grab the attention of
the U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee.

However, Hayes
had one more hurdle to
overcome.

Legendary Florida
A&M football coach Jake

Gaither was reluctant to
allow Hayes to compete
in the Olympics for fear
that it would affect his
preparation for football
season. Florida A&M
was an annual con-
tender for the Black na-
tional championship and
Hayes was one of his
best players.

Gaither eventually
relented and granted
Hayes permission, re-
portedly only after presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson
intervened with a phone

call.
After securing his

gold medals, Hayes in-
vited Gaither to join him
on his victory tour. Game
recognizes game.

After revolutioniz-
ing the wide receiver
position in the NFL with
his game-breaking
speed, Hayes became
the only man in history
to win Olympic gold
and a Super Bowl
championship. It’s an
accomplishment that
still stands.

By Naomi Richard
VILLAGER

Entertainment Reporter

(VILLAGER) -  A
two-time Grammy®
Award-winning record-
ing artist, Academy
Award®-winning ac-
tress, and best-selling
author, Jennifer
Hudson, was chosen
personally by Aretha
Franklin to represent
the luminescent
“Queen of Soul” in the
leading role of the up-
coming August 2021
biopic, Respect.
Hudson, an extraordi-
nary talent from
humble beginnings, be-
gan singing in a small
Chicago church where,
week after week, she
brought the congrega-
tion to its feet. From
there, she’s gone on to
worldwide acclaim,
much the same path as
Franklin’s life.

Respect is directed by
Liesl Tommy, written by
Tracey Scott Wilson and
also stars Forest Whitaker,
Marlon Wayans, Audra
McDonald, and Mary J.
Blige.

Jennifer Hudson
said, “After American

Jennifer Hudson and Forest Whitaker star in RESPECT.
Photo Credit: Quantrell D. Colbert &copy; 2021 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Idol, Aretha Franklin was
doing a show in
Maryville, Indiana and I
wanted to open for her.
Everyone knew she did
not allow singers to
open for her, instead
starting her shows with
a comedian. And, then,
she approved me to
open for her. So, that
was a dream as are the
many moments I shared
with her.”  Hudson con-
tinued, “ I nd especially
now, she has been a
huge guide for the struc-
ture and spirit of my ca-
reer.”

The voice of Aretha
Franklin is considered to
be the best, most pow-
erful, and most cultur-
ally signicant voice of all
time. The Queen of

Soul’s hit songs — “Re-
spect,” “Natural
Woman,” “I Say a Little
Prayer,” and “Think,” to
name a few — have be-
come a part of American
music lore — all the ren-
ditions having become
classics that dened the
resistance and resilience
of Black people during
the Civil Rights Move-
ment, the Black Power
Movement, and the
Women’s Movement.
And speaking of tran-
scendence — the songs
still resonate today at a
moment in time where
the world is in crisis and
in need of soulfulness.

So, let the Queen
tell you directly:  “Be
your own artist, and al-
ways be condent in what

you’re doing. If you’re
not going to be condent,
you might as well not be
doing it.”  So saith
Aretha Franklin.

Soul music is an
art form born out of the
Black experience from
slavery to emancipa-
tion, to the Great Mi-
gration to the creation
and development of
the Black middle class.
Born from spirituals,
juke joints, gospel mu-
sic, the blues, jazz, doo-
wop, and protest mu-
sic, soul music is exactly
that — music and vo-
cals that come from the
depths of the Black ex-
perience in America.
They originated from
our emotions, love,
trauma, defeats, losses

and the impact of
today’s structural and
systemic racism. Yet
this powerful musical
expression is filled with
optimism and steeped
in unshakable faith.

Ms. Franklin’s
story is one that pro-
foundly resonates right
now in the Black Lives
Matter Movement
when the world is going
through a cathartic ra-
cial reckoning and a tip-
ping point of a cultural
revolution. Diverse
identities are
unapologetically de-
claring their voices and
visibility. People are
tired of white su-
premacy, patriarchy,
and hypermasculinity
and nding freedom in

their own authenticity
at every intersection of
their being — they
want to be seen, heard,
and respected.

Aretha Franklin
created a roadmap
through her own life
experience from being
a child music prodigy
who grew up with great
privilege in a house-
hold in Detroit that un-
derstood the impor-
tance of social protest,
racial justice, and com-
munity organizing
which was centered
squarely in the founda-
tion of the Black church
—faith, service, and
self-actualization.

Plan now to see
Respect, opening na-
tionwide August 13.

“RESPECT” Film Opens Nationwide
August 13, 2021 & Stars Jennifer Hudson
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DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1 75 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service 

                  on YouTube Live. Click the 

                  QR code for Worship Services.  

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

Central Texas Interfaith Calls on COA
and Travis Co. to address homelessness

(AUSTIN, TX) - Central Texas Interfaith clergy
and leaders will hold a press conference on Tues-
day, July 20 at 1 p.m. by Zoom to call on Austin City
Council to immediately release over $84 Million in
federal money tied up in a contingency fund to build
emergency and long-term housing for those expe-
riencing homelessness. CTI leaders will also call on
Travis County Commissioners to invest $100 Million
from the federal stimulus for the same purpose.

“We are troubled with the lack of urgency from
our elected leaders at a time when citations and
arrests are being issued for those without homes,
and when even more Central Texans face losing their
homes due to evictions and displacement,” said Rev.
Michael Floyd of Central Texas Interfaith. “The shell
game needs to stop, and both the city and county
need to act now.”

Before its summer vacation, the Austin City
Council voted to place over $84 million in federal
funds from the American Rescue Plan in a contin-
gency fund for housing for those experiencing
homelessness, only to be spent if other public agen-
cies and public actors invest another $200 million.
It is unclear what will happen to the city’s contin-

gency funds if other partners fail to reach their goal.
Travis County staff so far has just recommended
$325,000 to be spent on addressing homelessness.

Over the past month Central Texas Interfaith
Clergy and leaders have met with the City and
County officials to urge them to release significant
stimulus funding to provide housing immediately.

“Every day money sits in a contingency fund is
a day that those experiencing homelessness suffer
and potentially risk death,” said Carlota Garcia, a
leader with Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church
and a CTI Leader. “We saw the City double the
homestead exemption, without hesitation, but
when it comes to the most vulnerable, they say they
can’t act until another $200 million is raised from
still undesignated sources. We’ve been waiting long
enough, and it’s time for the City and County to
implement a comprehensive plan to release those
funds now. These are our federal tax dollars with a
limited shelf life.

City Council will return from its summer hia-
tus Thursday, July 22nd to begin discussing the bud-
get. Travis County Commissioners Court will meet
on Tuesday, July 20th to do the same.

Dr. Fauci stresses importance of COVID-19
vaccines as vaccinated people test positive

 by April Ryan | THE GRIO

(GRIO) - President Joe Biden promised trans-
parency and dependence on scientists in his
policymaking process amid an unprecedented cam-
paign at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.

But now there is a waiting game on transpar-
ency regarding vaccinated White House staffers who
tested positive for COVID-19.

White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki con-
firmed a breakthrough case reported on Tuesday
and revealed that other breakthrough infections
have transpired since the administration assumed
office six months ago.

The briefing room admission by Psaki came
after a litany of questions from the press corps that
stemmed from an early report announcing that a
staffer in the administration contracted the virus.

“A fully vaccinated White House official tested
positive for COVID, off-campus last night,” Psaki said.
That unidentified person is said to be following CDC
guidelines. Psaki later in the briefing wished her
colleague a “speedy recovery.”

Michael Zeldin, former federal prosecutor and
political commentator, contends that “We need to
know who and how?”

“The White House owes the country full trans-
parency on the COVID variants and whether anyone
has been infected in the White House,” he added.

Psaki explained that administration officials are
frequently tested and President Biden is tested at
least once a week.

Breakthrough cases throughout Washington
are raising eyebrows and prompting questions
among the press corps. On Capitol Hill, reports
emerged that a vaccinated aide to House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi tested positive for the virus after a
meeting with the Texas Democratic delegation.

Some of that Lone Star group have tested positive
for the virus since leaving the state last week.

As the pressure builds on the White House, the
Biden-Harris administration has revealed it’s in talks
with the executives at Fox News to express the grav-
ity of the COVID-19 outbreak. Psaki said she has
talked with various news organizations as well on
the severity of the virus and the current spike.

Meanwhile, Dr. Fauci recently spoke exclusively
to theGrio at the White House and continues to
stress the importance of vaccinations. “99.5% of the
hospitalizations and deaths are among unvaccinated
people,” said Fauci.

In the past two weeks, hospitalizations have
spiked by 50% in all states and the District of Co-
lumbia. Additionally, the country has seen spikes in
hospitalizations from the COVID delta variant.

Fauci testified on the Hill on Tuesday and said,
“we have the tools to end the epidemic.”

According to the CDC, the delta variant cur-
rently represents 83% of the cases in this country.
Additionally, the American Association of Pediatrics
reports 23,000 kids contracted COVID-19 just last
week.

Concerned scientists and members of the
medical community want people to get vaccinated
to prevent more replications of COVID that could
ultimately cause a variant mutation that a vaccine
does not protect against.

“If you are vaccinated you are going to be OK.
You’re going to be protected against the variant par-
ticularly against hospitalization. That is the thing we
need to emphasize,” Dr. Fauci told theGrio. “Even
with the variant, the vaccine protects well against
the variant, against hospitalization and severe ill-
ness.”

Top infectious disease expert Dr. Anthony Fauci responds to accusations by Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., as he
testifies before the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee, July 20, 2021 on Capitol Hill in
Washington, DC. (Photo by J. Scott Applewhite-Pool/Getty Images)

EXCLUSIVE: Dr. Fauci spoke to theGrio at the White House and stressed that
“99.5% of the hospitalizations and deaths are among unvaccinated people."

HELP STOP THE SPREAD OF THE
COVID-19 VIRUS. WEAR A MASK!
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Don't Miss the First Circular Austin Showcase

McConnell Urges Americans:
‘Get Vaccinated’ as Cases Spike

by Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N
(AP) — Senate Republi-
can leader Mitch
McConnell implored un-
vaccinated Americans
Tuesday to take the
COVID-19 shot, issuing a
stark and grave warning
of a repeat of last year’s
rising caseloads and
shutdowns if people
refuse to protect them-
selves from the
coronavirus.

McConnell urged
Americans to ignore the
“demonstrably bad ad-
vice” coming from pun-
dits and others against
the vaccines. As cases
skyrocket, he noted that
nearly all the new virus
hospitalizations in the
U.S. are among people
who have not been vac-
cinated.

“If there is anybody
out there willing to lis-
ten: Get vaccinated,”
McConnell, R-Ky., said at
his weekly press confer-

ence at the Capitol.
“These shots need

to get in everybody’s
arms as rapidly as pos-
sible or we’re going to be
back in a situation in the
fall that we don’t yearn
for — that we went
through last year,” he
said. “This is not compli-
cated.”

McConnell has
been one of the most

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., speaks to the media
after a GOP policy luncheon, on Capitol Hill i on Capitol Hill in

Washington, Tuesday, July 20, 2021. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)

outspoken members of
his party in urging vacci-
nations to stop the virus
spread, speaking often
in his home state of Ken-
tucky of the need for
people to get the shot.

Without criticizing
prominent Republicans
who refuse the vaccine
or mock the severity of
the virus, including
members of Congress,

he has expressed dismay
at those who choose to
go unvaccinated.

As a survivor of
childhood polio,
McConnell often draws
on his own experience of
having endured that dis-
ease and he has spoken
publicly of the relief that
eventually came with
the development of vac-
cines.

Austin Public Health, Travis County, and the
Austin Independent School District Join Forces
to Promote a Virus-Free 2021-2022 School Year

Austin, Texas - As
students prepare to re-
turn to classes as early as
August 17, parents have
a critical opportunity to
ensure their children
safely return to in-per-
son instruction by sched-
uling a child wellness
visit with a healthcare
provider, if the child is 12
years of age or older, and
receive two doses of the
COVID-19 vaccination
that will fully protect
them.

For children under
12 years of age, it is
strongly recommended
they continue to wear a
mask as the school year
begins until a vaccine for
their age range is ap-
proved.

The guidance is-
sued on July 15 as APH
moved back into Stage
3, aligns with the that
of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention, and comes as
the number of cases of
COVID-19 and its more
rapidly transmitted
Delta mutation con-
tinue to rise, especially

in communities with a
high concentration of
people who have not
been vaccinated.

“We understand
there is nothing more
important for parents
than keeping their chil-
dren safe,” said Dr.
Desmar Walkes, Austin-
Travis County Health Au-
thority. “No child or teen
needs to face the school
year afraid they will get
sick. This year, parents
can protect their chil-
dren from COVID-19 and
its variants, as well as the
standard childhood dis-
eases.”

The State of Texas
requires children and
teens show proof they
have received certain
immunizations, as out-
lined in the Texas Mini-
mum State Vaccine Re-
quirements for Stu-
dents Grades K-12. Re-
quired immunizations
include measles,
mumps, and Rubella;
DTaP; Hepatitis A and
B; Varicella; Meningo-
coccal and polio. Addi-
tional information is

available at Austin Pub-
lic Health.

Prior to the COVID-
19 pandemic, Travis
County faced a vaccina-
tion opt-out rate of more
than 3% for school-aged
children with rates close
50% in some districts,
according to the Texas
Department of Health
and Human Services . In
2019, Travis County had
its first confirmed case of
measles and rubella in
20 years.

Austin Public
Health’s Shots for Tots
and Big Shots clinics pro-
vide immunizations,
COVID-19 vaccines and
flu shots for children
who are uninsured or
Medicaid recipients. Ser-
vices are also available
to uninsured adults, and
no one is refused ser-
vices if they are unable
to pay. COVID-19 vacci-
nations are available for
free to anyone 12 years
of age or older. Neither
identification nor insur-
ance is required to re-
ceive the COVID-19 vac-
cine.

An online Austin In-
dependent School Dis-
trict calendar makes it
easy for parents to find
events in their neighbor-
hood that include free
COVID-19 vaccinations.
Additionally, parents can
find other vaccination
events around Austin-
Travis County on the City
of Austin calendar.

Protecting young
people from the COVID-
19 virus and its muta-
tions is critically impor-
tant to break the chain
of transmission, prevent
the further disease
spread and mutation,
and avoid future health
complications. Agree-
ment among health ex-
perts is widespread that
the vaccine is safe, effec-
tive and provides the
best available tool to
stop the pandemic’s
spread.

To locate providers
in your area with a sup-
ply of COVID-19 vac-
cines, go to
Vaccines.gov, or text
your zip code to 438829
(822862 for Spanish).

Soulcitizen Janice
Omadeke Joins Rare

Million Dollar
Founders Club

(SOULCITI) - For Omadeke, who moved to
Austin from Washington, D.C. in 2017, the Men-
tor Method was the solution to a problem she
had faced trying to advance in her career. She
says she had “been through corporate
mentorship programs that matched me based on
external demographics, age, race, gender, but
didn’t take into account my goals or what I
wanted to do in the future. They weren’t engag-
ing. The process was very confusing, there
weren’t a lot of details about how to build a men-
tor relationship.”

When she was working as a manager at PwC
(formerly Price Waterhouse Coopers), her em-
ployees expressed interest in a mentorship pro-
gram, and she knew she had an opportunity to
be the solution she needed herself. The result
was a program that matched employees based
on their responses to interest questionnaires that
gauge not only career goals but also personality
compatibility. The patent-pending algorithm re-
moves the bias and focuses on career develop-
ment through a data-driven approach to match
mentors and mentees.

Looking back, she says that the program was
the first iteration of The Mentor Method. But she
couldn’t stop thinking about the fact that she had
an opportunity to do something meaningful for
other people and applied to the MassChallenge,
an accelerator program designed to help equip
disruptive entrepreneurs with the resources they
need to propel their businesses forward. She was
accepted and placed in Austin in 2017, where she
was supposed to remain for four months.

My authenticity is my superpower — my
ability to relate to people, be empathetic, and
lead from a mindset of seeking to understand

Four years later, she’s still here and focus-
ing on the Mentor Method full-time.

But despite The Mentor Method’s focus on
data to make connections, Omadeke says her big-
gest lesson has been to be human first. “My au-
thenticity is my superpower — my ability to re-
late to people, be empathetic, and lead from a
mindset of seeking to understand,” she says.

The daughter of immigrants from the Congo,
Omadeke says she was inspired by her parents’
work ethic, and it was actually their stories that
propelled her through the “grueling” work of
fundraising during a pandemic.

“I’m the first generation of women in my
family that has full access to opportunities and
full freedom of choice.”

Omadeke says she’s found the most success
with companies of 1000 or more employees that
understand the future of work, hybrid work-
places, and the importance of meaningful men-
tor relationships. She hopes at the end of the
day, people will recognize her efforts to not only
promote mentorship, but to ensure equitable
access to career mobility for women, people of
color, and the LGBTQ+ community.

“Thirty years from now, I want my legacy to
be one where people knew my kindness, gener-
osity, directness, and ability to build multiple
businesses that changed the lives of others,” she
says.

Janice Omadeke
The Mentor Method, CEO and Founder

by Autumn A. Arnett
Soulciti

By: Bailey Grimmett
City of Austin

(COA) - Austin Re-
source Recovery is hosting
its first Circular Austin Show-
case on Wednesday, July 28,
6–7 p.m. The virtual event
is a chance for local busi-
nesses to pitch their zero
waste business ideas to a
group of investors and
judges. By giving these busi-
nesses a (virtual) stage,
we’re helping Austin reduce
waste and stay on track to
reach its zero waste goal by

2040. But you may be ask-
ing, "how?"...

Each business com-
ing to the Circular Austin
Showcase is what ’s
known as a ‘circular busi-
ness.’ Hence, the name of
the event. A circular busi-
ness is one that designs
out or reduces waste. At
the end of the day, they
keep valuable resources
out of the landfill and
support a zero waste city.
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UT Hired Consultant for up to $1.1 million to Revamp
Battered Image of “Eyes of Texas” Song

The Longhorn Hellraisers cheer at the Texas game against Louisiana Tech on Aug. 31, 2019. Credit: Eddie Gaspar/The Daily Texan

(TEXAS TRIBUNE) - As outrage swirled among
University of Texas at Austin students last fall over
the school's alma mater, “The Eyes of Texas,” and
its early association with campus minstrel shows,
President Jay Hartzell made a classic higher educa-
tion decision: He organized a committee.

This one, he said, would include 24 Longhorn
athletes, historians, professors and students who
would investigate and “chronicle the full history of
‘The Eyes’ and recommend ways we can openly ac-
knowledge, share and learn from it.”

But by the time the group released its final
report in March, a new name had quietly been
added to its ranks: Brad Deutser, a Houston con-
sultant who helps organizations with everything
from company culture to crisis communications and
branding.

In fact, UT-Austin had hired Deutser and his
company to two contracts worth up to $1.1 million
to revamp the image of the alma mater, along with
broader organizational projects including a new
communication and engagement strategy for the
university, and defining “what it means to be a Long-
horn,” according to copies of the contracts obtained
by The Texas Tribune through an open records re-
quest.

Ultimately, the committee’s report concluded
the intent of the song was “not overtly racist,” and
could not find primary documents that tied the
phrase to Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee, as previ-
ously asserted by some members of the school com-

Kate Mcgee | Texas Tribune

munity.
Deutser’s involvement in the group’s work was

so significant that he was listed as a board member
and "Special Advisor to the President and Commit-
tee Chair" in its final report. UT-Austin officials didn't
respond to repeated inquiries seeking more infor-
mation about Deutser's role. But the committee's
chair, Richard Reddick, confirmed after this story's
publication that Deutser's title meant he advised
the committee chair, and was not a chair himself.

Hartzell tasked the Eyes of Texas committee
with researching and documenting the history of
the song last November after a group of students
and student-athletes demanded the school stop
singing it in the wake of the death of George Floyd
at the hands of police. Students have raised issues
with the song’s origins, including that it premiered
at a campus minstrel show where students likely
wore blackface.

Some students characterized the meetings
held after the university’s report was released as
“lectures” where they felt Deutser tried to convince
them of the school’s position on the song, rather
than foster a true dialogue or respond to student
concerns. Other students said they were confused
by his presence and felt like he didn’t take their
opinions seriously.

“These historical facts add complexity and rich-
ness to the story of a song that debuted in a racist
setting, exceedingly common for the time, but, as
the preponderance of research showed, had no rac-

ist intent,” the report states in its executive sum-
mary. “‘The Eyes of Texas’ should not only unite us,
but hold all of us accountable to our institution’s
core values.”

The Black President's Leadership Council, a
group of leaders of Black student groups on cam-
pus, similarly slammed those meetings with univer-
sity administration after Martinez’s report raised
questions about the thoroughness of the informa-
tion in UT-Austin’s report.

While the committee report on the song is
complete, it remains to be seen whether students
will accept its findings. Some UT-Austin students
said they believe the return to in-person campus
life during the fall semester will bring a renewed
energy to the discussion throughout the rest of this
year and beyond, especially as UT-Austin continues
to implement its plan to become a more welcom-
ing campus.

“We have really amazing faculty, Black faculty,
[people of color] faculty that do [diversity, equity
and inclusion] work and do it really well and teach
students,” Nonot said. “I wish that the university
would rely more on the resources that we already
have so we can have those hard conversations.”

Disclosure: University of Texas at Austin has
been a financial supporter of The Texas Tribune, a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news organization that is
funded in part by donations from members, foun-
dations and corporate sponsors. Financial support-
ers play no role in the Tribune's journalism.

NFL Will
Play the
‘Black

National
Anthem’
Before
Every
Game

(AP Photo/Rick Osentoski, File)

(THEGRIO) - The NFL
has announced it will play
the Black National An-
them, “Lift Every Voice
and Sing,” before each
game in the 2021-22 sea-
son as part of a $250 mil-
lion investment towards
social justice.

The league will also
continue many of the
social justice initiatives
implemented last sea-
son, including featuring
messages of antiracism
and unity on helmets
and the field, and com-
municating to fans
through signage and
public service an-
nouncements, per re-
ports by Front Office

Jaelen Ogadhoh
TheGrio

Sports.
The multi-million

dollar investment is part
of the NFL’s Inspire
Change initiative, ad-
vised by rapper and busi-
ness mogul Jay-Z.

“Lift Every Voice
and Sing” was written by
civil rights activist James
Weldon Johnson and
composed by his brother
John Rosamond Johnson
in 1900. Per the NAACP,
the song became a “ral-
lying cry” for Black
Americans during the
Civil Rights Movement
of the 1950s and 60s.

This is not the
league’s first time ac-
knowledging the song —
an Alicia Keys perfor-
mance of Lift Every Voice
and Singwas featured
before the playing of The
Star-Spangled Bannerat
Super Bowl 55 in Febru-

ary, during which players
from the Kansas City
Chiefs and the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers linked
arms in solidarity.

Although it didn’t
happen until the Super
Bowl, the NFL consid-
ered implementing the
song as early as week 1
of the 2020 season. Jack-
sonville Jaguars player
Chris Conley responded
to the league’s early con-
siderations when news
first broke last June.

“For those who
aren’t familiar with it,
this song seeks to re-
mind us of our past as a
country and to strive to
be better,” he continued.
“It speaks to all of us not
just black people even
tho it became a rallying
cry for blacks in the Jim
Crow era. It is a beauti-
ful message birthed

from pain.”
He closed the se-

ries of tweets by refuting
those who claim the
song is divisive, saying it
isn’t just for Black people
to acknowledge, but for
anyone who wants to
“press toward a better
future.”The NFL heavily
increased its commit-
ment to racial justice is-
sues in 2020, responding
to the Black Lives Matter
movement as well as the
backlash directed to-
ward the league for its
handling of peaceful
protests such as the
kneeling popularized by
Colin Kaepernick in past
years.

The MLB also an-
nounced on Monday that
it is contributing $150 mil-
lion to increasing Black
representation within the
sport of baseball.

Texas Supreme Court
Extends State Program
to Help Tenants Avoid
Eviction Until Oct. 1

(TEXAS TRIBUNE) - A state eviction diversion
program launched in response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic has been extended, according to a new emer-
gency order from the Texas Supreme Court released
on Monday.

The diversion program was set to expire on July
27. The new order extends it until Oct. 1.

In September, Gov. Greg Abbott announced the
creation of the Texas Eviction Diversion Program and
said the state would use $171 million in federal
CARES Act funding for rental assistance and legal
services for Texans facing eviction. The program
originally included 19 counties before expanding
statewide in February.

Monday’s order also allows a judge to post-
pone the eviction for 60 days if a landlord has a
pending application for the program on behalf of a
tenant or if both parties say they’re interested in
participating.

To be eligible for the diversion program, ten-
ants must have an active eviction case and a house-
hold income either at or below 80% of the median
income in their area. In February, the state intro-
duced a $1.3 billion statewide rent relief program
that also aids tenants with rental assistance to pre-
vent housing instability or potential eviction. A por-
tion of that money also helps to fund the eviction
diversion program.

by Allyson Waller | Texas Tribune
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Local Leaders Push for
Decriminalization of Marijuana

(VILLAGER) - As the
political season heats up
for November, the Travis
County Democratic
Party is gearing up to
push for local issues.
"We voted to oppose
the Republican's plan to
take authority away
from our elected repre-
sentatives over Austin’s
police budget. Under the
guise of Save Austin
Now, Republicans are
pushing a proposition
for the November ballot
that would mandate in-
creases in police spend-
ing and turn back the
clock on reforms our
communities have been
working for years to
achieve," expressed lo-
cal Democrats.“

Democrats stated,
"in a critically honest
approach to public
safety that engages the
community, prevents
crime, and addresses
the social and health
needs of all people. Pub-

lic safety does not begin
and end with policing.
Public safety is a com-
prehensive approach to
addressing community
needs by investing in
emergency medical ser-
vices, mental health ser-
vices, homelessness so-
lutions, housing, and
neighborhood revitaliza-
tion.”

Now, Austin Dems
are supporting the ef-
forts of Julie Olivier and
Mike Siegel to decrimi-
nalize marijuana. This
proposition will put Aus-
tin at the forefront of
progressive criminal jus-
tice reform and lead the
way toward a more eq-
uitable justice system in
Texas.”

by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon

THE VILLAGER

Julie O
liver

Pflugerville City Council

(VILLAGER) - Over
the years, Pflugerville,
Texas, has witnessed
massive growth. In the
past ten years, an influx
of African-Americans,
African Diaspora mem-
bers, and the general
population has climbed.
As a result, Pflugerville is
at a crossroads at the
upcoming city council
elections, which will oc-
cur in November.

This election cycle,

Jim McDonald files to run for Pflugerville City Council Place 5

by Tsoke (Chuch)
Adjavon

THE VILLAGER

Pflugerville place 3 and
5 are up for election.
Incumbent, Omar Pena
does not plan to run for
re-election; therefore,
the seat will be vacant.
Two African American
women are running for
this seat. Secondly, City
Councilmember Mike
Health, Place 5 will face
a challenge from former
City Council member Jim
McDonald.

According to
former city council
member Jim McDonald,
“I filed to run for
Pflugerville City Council

Place 5. Pflugerville is an
amazing place to live,
work, and play. I wish to
serve this community
once again as a member
of the City council, and I
humbly ask for your sup-
port.”  According to Jim
McDonald, “Since arriv-
ing in Pflugerville 20
years ago, I have de-
voted countless hours to
community service,
gaining the knowledge
and expertise that even-
tually earned him posi-
tions on multiple City
Boards and Commis-
sions.”

Ivorian Association Member, Mr Tano

Ivorian Diaspora Barbecue
by Tsoke (Chuch)

Adjavon
THE VILLAGER

The African com-
munity has seen drastic
growth due to the
manufacturing, technol-
ogy jobs, and education
opportunities in the Aus-
tin, Texas region. With
this increase, Diaspora
Vote and the African
Caucus have sought to
channel this growing
community into a so-
cially active group. As a
result, Diaspora plans to
organize an Ivorian inde-
pendence celebration.

According to
Diaspora, "at least three
hundred Ivorian-Ameri-
cans are living in Central
Texas. In the past ten
years, big tech compa-
nies moved their head-

quarters to Austin.“
In West Africa, the

Ivory Coast was once a
beacon of hope and sta-
bility. However, in the
past twenty years,

Ivorians have faced a
brutal civil war and po-
litical instability. Ivorians
are hopeful their nation
will see peace and de-
mocracy.

GOP Eyes
Latinos in

South
Texas in
Effort to
Regain

Congress

(AP) - In Republi-
cans’ bid to retake con-
trol of Congress, this tra-
ditionally Democratic
stretch of South Texas
has quietly become a
top battleground.

After making unex-
pected gains last No-
vember, the GOP is zero-
ing in on a trio of House
seats in the region as key
targets heading into next
year ’s midterm elec-
tions. They include the
15th Congressional Dis-
trict, which hasn’t sent a
Republican to Washing-
ton since its creation in
1903, but where a GOP
newcomer came within
three points of winning
in 2020.

Republican leaders
believe the party is on
the precipice of a politi-
cal realignment among
Hispanic voters in com-
munities along the U.S.-
Mexico border like
McAllen. Inroads among
Latinos could potentially
offset the party’s grow-
ing vulnerabilities
among voters, particu-
larly in the suburbs. The
elections next year will
determine whether
these shifts are enduring
or a more limited re-
sponse to the turbulent
politics of the Trump era,
as Democrats hope.

But with Congress

having just a six-seat
majority in the House,
Democrats in Texas say
the party has to take the
threat seriously.

Republicans’ top
target in the area is the
15th District. It currently
stretches from the
border’s Hidalgo County,
which is more than 90%
Hispanic, to the eastern
suburbs of San Antonio.
Voters here have never
sent a Republican to
Washington, which is
why national party lead-
ers were so stunned
when Monica De La
Cruz-Hernandez, a small
business owner, came
within 10,000 votes of
beating Rep. Vicente
Gonzalez, a two-term
Democrat.

Sitting behind her
office desk in Alamo
earlier this month
wearing cowboy boots
and a campaign T-shirt,

De La Cruz-Hernandez,
who is running again,
credited her perfor-
mance to former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.
She said his “colorful
personality” had
sparked new interest in
national politics that
changed many Texans’
minds about politics.

It ’s unclear
whether the gains Re-
publicans made in 2020
will carry over when
Trump isn’t on the ballot
in 2022. Democrats in-
sist their poor perfor-
mance last year was a
one-off and point to
unique circumstances,
including the party’s de-
cision to largely forgo in-
person campaigning
during the pandemic.
The McAllen mayor’s
race, they also note, was
nonpartisan, and turn-
out was less than 10,000
votes.

Republican Monica De La Cruz-Hernandez,
running in the next general election for the 15th House
congressional district, talks in her office in Alamo,
Texas, Thursday, July 8, 2021. In Republicans’ bid to
retake control of Congress, this traditionally Demo-
cratic stretch of south Texas has quietly become a top
battleground. After making unexpected gains last No-
vember, the GOP is zeroing in on a trio of House seats
in the region as key targets heading into next year’s
midterm elections. They include the 15th congres-
sional district, which hasn’t sent a Republican to
Washington since its creation in 1903, but where the
GOP newcomer came within three points of winning
in 2020. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)

by Jill Colvin
Associated Press

Big Infrastructure Bill in Peril;
GOP Threatens Filibuster

by Lisa Mascaro and
Kevin Freking

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The bipartisan infra-
structure deal senators
brokered with President
Joe Biden is hanging pre-
cariously ahead of a cru-
cial Wednesday test vote
as they struggle over how
to pay for nearly $1 trillion
in public works spending.

Tensions were ris-
ing as Republicans pre-
pared to mount a filibus-
ter over what they see as
a rushed and misguided
process. With Biden pre-
paring to hit the road to
rally support for his big
infrastructure ideas —
including some $3.5 tril-
lion in a follow-up bill —
restless Democrats say
it’s time to at least start

debate on this first
phase of his proposals.

White House aides
and the bipartisan group
of senators have
huddled privately since
Sunday trying to wrap up
the deal, which would
be a first phase of an
eventual $4 trillion-plus
package of domestic
outlays — not just for
roads and bridges, but
foundations of everyday
life including child care,
family tax breaks, educa-
tion and an expansion of
Medicare for seniors.

The other team
begs to differ.

A core group of Re-
publicans are interested
in pursuing a more mod-
est package of tradi-
tional highway and pub-
lic works projects, about
$600 billion in new

funds, and say they just
need more time to nego-
tiate with their Demo-
cratic colleagues and the
White House.

While Biden pro-
poses paying for his pro-
posals with a tax hike on
corporations and
wealthy Americans who
earn more than
$400,000 a year, the bi-
partisan group has been
working almost around
the clock to figure out a
compromise way to pay
for its package, having
dashed ideas for boost-
ing the gas tax drivers
pay at the pump or
strengthening the Inter-
nal Revenue Service to
go after tax scofflaws.

Republicans are re-
luctant to open debate as
the bipartisan bill remains
a work in progress.
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Apply at, HR 5930 Middle Fiskville Rd.
6thFloor, Austin, TX 78752

http://www/austincc.edu EEO/AA/M/F/D/V

New Jobs for the Week of 07/18/21
Coordinator, Workforce Projects

Round Rock Campus
Job 2107026

Instructor, Adult Education-PartTime(75%)
Location as assigned

Job 2107024
Assistant II, Administrative

Round Rock Campus
Job 2107022

Specialist, Program-Visual Communication
Highland Campus

Job 2107021
Assistant III, Administrative

Round Rock Campus
Job 2107020

Coordinator, High School Programs
Career & Job Readiness

Northridge Campus
Job 2107016

Assistant, Health Sciences
Location as assigned

Job 2107007
Instructional Associate-Fashion DesignH

ighland Campus
Job 2106055

AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE (ACC) DISTRICT is
requesting qualified firm(s) to submit

Statements of Qualifications for the purpose of
selecting a respondent to provide Construction

Manager at Risk (CMAR) for the Highland Campus
(HLC) 1000 and HLC 2000 Renovation
Projects for the following solicitation:
• Request for Qualifications (RFQ):

#909-21-0223-00-S-JN-RFQ
All responses must be electronically submitted

to the Buyer of Record by no later than
Wednesday, August 4, 2021, by 11:00 a.m., Central

Standard Time (CST). See solicitation
documents for details.

Solicitation documents are available on the
ACC Procure to Pay (P2P) website at:

http://www.austincc.edu/offices/purchasing/
advertised-solicitations or at the P2P Office with

seventy-two (72) hours advance notice at
(512) 223-1302 between the hours of 9:00 A.M.

and 4:00 P.M. CST, Monday through Friday.
All responses must be electronically received by the

Buyer of Record, by the date and time
indicated above.

ACC will host an optional pre-response conference
on Friday, July 23, 2021 at 10:00 a.m., CDT,

to be held at the ACC Highland Campus (HLC)
Building 1000 - ACCelerator, Room #1101,

located at 6101 Airport Boulevard, Austin, TX 78752,
and Via Zoom. Site Visit immediately

following Pre-Response Conference. See solicitation
documents for details.

ACC reserves the right to reject any and/or all
responses and waive all formalities in the

solicitation process.

We Want YOU!
Advertise With
The VILLAGER
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Milwaukee Bucks Win NBA Finals, Defeating Phoenix Suns
 by BRIAN MAHONEY | AP

MILWAUKEE (AP)
— Giannis
Antetokounmpo ended
one of the greatest NBA
Finals ever with 50
points — and a champi-
onship Milwaukee
waited 50 years to win
again.

Antetokounmpo
had 50 points, 14 re-
bounds and five blocked
shots as the Bucks beat
the Phoenix Suns 105-98
on Tuesday night to win
the series 4-2.

It was the third
game this series with at
least 40 points and 10 re-
bounds for
Antetokounmpo, a
dominant, debut finals
performance that takes
its place among some of
the game’s greatest.

He shot 16 for 25
from the field and made
an unbelievable 17-of-
19 free throws — a spec-
tacular performance for
any shooter, let alone
one who was hitting just
55.6% in the postseason

and was ridiculed for it
at times.

He hopped around
the court waving his
arms with 20 seconds
remaining to encourage
fans to cheer, but it was
way too late for that.

Their voices had
been booming inside
and outside for hours by
then, having waited 50
years to celebrate a win-
ner after Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar and Oscar
Robertson led the Bucks
to the championship in
1971.

In a season played
played largely without
fans, the Bucks had
65,000 of them packed
into the Deer District
outside, a wild party that
figured to last deep into
the Midwestern night.

Confetti rained
down inside as fans
chanted “Bucks in 6!
Bucks in 6!” — what be-
gan as a hopeful boast
by former player turning
out to be a prophetic ral-

lying cry.
The Bucks became

the fifth team to win the
NBA Finals after trailing
2-0 and the first to do it
by winning the next four
games since Miami
against Dallas in 2006.

Chris Paul scored
26 points to end his first
NBA Finals appearance
in his 16th season. Devin
Booker added 19 points
but shot just 8 for 22 and
missed all seven 3-point-
ers after scoring 40
points in each of the last
two games.

The teams that
came into the NBA to-
gether as expansion
clubs in 1968 delivered a
fine finals, with the last
three games all in the
balance deep into the
fourth quarter.

The Bucks won
them largely because of
Antetokounmpo, a two-
time MVP in the regular
season who raised his
game even higher in the
finals and was voted the
NBA Finals MVP.The Milwaukee Bucks are the 2021 NBA Champions

Republican Steve Scalise Explains Why He Just Got
Vaccinated After Holding Out by Michael Luciano | MEDIAITE

U. S. Rep. Steve Scalise © Provided by Mediaite
(Photo by Alex Wong/Getty Images)

(Mediaite) - House Minority Whip Steve Scalise
(R-LA) received the first dose of Pfizer’s Covid-19
vaccine on Sunday despite the fact that its been
widely available for some time, especially for mem-
bers of Congress.

Cases of Covid-19 and hospitalizations have
spiked in Scalise’s home state of Louisiana thanks
in large part to just 36% of its population being fully
vaccinated. Nationally, 49% of the population is fully
vaccinated.

The congressman said he believes he had a
mild case of Covid-19 at one point, and that he
tested positive for Covid antibodies. He thought this

gave him a degree of immunity to the disease, but
the spread of the delta variant helped change his
mind on getting the vaccine.

“Especially with the delta variant becoming a
lot more aggressive and seeing another spike, it was
a good time to do it,” Scalise told NOLA.

Scalise blamed vaccine hesitancy in part on Joe
Biden for criticizing the pace of the vaccine rollout
last year, according to The New York Times. That
talking point has gained some momentum on the
right. Echoing Scalise, Sen. Tommy Tuberville (R-AL)
claimed that some vaccine skeptical Americans are
refusing to get shots until “this administration ac-

knowledges the efforts of the last one.”
And on Monday. Washington Post columnist

Marc Thiessen said on Fox News that one reason
Trump supporters aren’t getting vaccinated “is be-
cause Joe Biden keeps playing down Donald Trump’s
role in developing the vaccines.”

Scalise said, per the Times, “You’re seeing
some people try to bully people into doing things
instead of just encouraging them.” He added,
“There’s even talk of putting mask mandates back
on people in certain states when the vaccine is
widely available.”

He called the vaccine “safe and effective.”

When it comes to reopening, income matters more than party
By BEATRICE JIN | POLITICO

(POLITICO) - Republicans are 14 times more
likely than Democrats to say the Covid-19 pandemic
is over. Mobility data from Google backs this up,
showing that many residents in red states are re-
turning to stores, parks, supermarkets and more at
levels not seen since the start of the pandemic.

But a closer look at the data — location infor-
mation collected from millions of mobile phones —
shows Republicans and Democrats are more alike

than you’d expect once a crucial factor is consid-
ered: how much money they make.

It turns out that the wealthier you are, the
more likely you are to stay home.

What’s behind this income divide? Simply put,
lower-income workers have fewer options to stay
home.

Workers with low wages were six times less
likely to be able to work from home, research shows.

Although people with lower incomes generally have
a higher risk of contracting Covid-19, they also
thought they were more likely to run out of money
because of the pandemic.

One study showed that essential workers, who
worked jobs like grocery store clerks and pharmacy
and convenience store employees, were more likely
to earn household incomes of less than $40,000 than
other workers who could do their jobs from home.

Gov.
Abbott

Says “No”
To New
Mask

Mandate
BY PATRICK SVITEK

TEXAS TRIBUNE

(TXT) - Gov. Greg
Abbott says he will not
impose another state-
wide mask mandate, de-
spite COVID-19 cases
being on the rise again.

“There will be no
mask mandate imposed,
and the reasons for that
are very clear,” Abbott
told KPRC in Houston on
Tuesday. “There are so
many people who have
immunities to COVID,
whether it be through

the vaccination,
whether it be through
their own exposure and
their recovery from it,
which would be ac-
quired immunity.”

It would be “inap-
propriate to require
people who already
have immunity to wear
a mask,” Abbott said.

While the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention says fully
vaccinated people do

not need to wear masks
indoors in most settings,
the World Health Orga-
nization is still encourag-
ing everyone to wear
masks while inside.

As the delta variant
has spread, some key
pandemic indicators
have increased in Texas.
On Sunday, the state’s
positivity rate — the ra-
tio of cases to tests —
went above 10% for the
first time since February,

a threshold that Abbott
has previously identified
as dangerous.

Two months later,
he announced he was
banning government
entities — including
public schools — from
mandating masks.
Abbott reiterated Tues-
day that Texas school-
children will not face
mask requirements as
they return to school
later this summer.

“Kids will not be
forced by government or
by schools to wear
masks in school,” Abbott
said. “They can by pa-
rental choice wear a
mask, but there will be
no government man-
date requiring masks.”

As of Sunday, 43%
of Texans were fully vac-
cinated.

Abbott lifted the
statewide mask require-
ment in March.
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