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Austin Mourns the Loss of Civic
Leader and Philanthropist,
Ada Collins Ada Collins Ada Collins Ada Collins Ada Collins AnderAnderAnderAnderAndersonsonsonsonson

By Jacquelyn Hawkins and Naomi Richard

Ada Collins Anderson
(Photo courtesy of lady Anderson’s family)

(VILLAGER) - Ada Collins Anderson, noted Arts
enthusiast, Civil Rights Leader, businesswoman, and
philanthropist, lived a life of worth, making life-
changing contributions to the people of the greater
Austin community.

Born Ada Cecilia Collins in Austin, Texas on
October 2, 1921, she was the fourth of nine chil-
dren of Cecil and Walter Collins.  She graduated from
the segregated L. C. Anderson High School in 1937
and continued her education at Tillotson College,
earning a B. S. Degree in 1941.  After college, her
first position was as an employment counselor with
the Texas Employment Commission.  There she cre-
ated workshops centered on dealing with finances
designed primarily for women.

In 1943, Ada met and married Marcellus J.
(M.J.) Anderson, a professor at Samuel Huston Col-
lege in Austin, Texas.  The couple moved to the army
post in New Jersey during World War II.  After the
war, they returned to Austin where they raised their
two children.  Mr. Anderson joined the Austin Board
of Realtors, becoming the first African American
Realtor in the South.  With Ada’s assistance, he
founded Anderson-Wormley Real Estate.

Ada’s zeal for education led her to seek a gradu-
ate degree at the University of Texas at Austin.  She
was the first African American to enroll in the Gradu-
ate School of Library Science. Ada completed the
coursework; however, she could not complete the
field experience requirement for the degree be-
cause segregation restrictions prevented her use of
the Texas State Library.  This impediment to receiv-
ing her degree, along with the burgeoning civil rights
movement, fueled her passion for civic activism and
education.

In 1953, Ada’s work in the community began
in earnest when she helped establish the Austin
Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Inc., a recre-
ational and civic organization for Black youth.  She
held administrative offices on both the regional and
national levels.  By 1962, incensed over the race
restrictions that prevented her children from using
a local skating rink, she organized a boycott.  The
skating rink eventually went bankrupt due to wide
media coverage after someone shot at the protest-
ers.  Ada used lessons learned from the boycott to
form a coalition of pastors, professors, and others
to form the beginning of the Austin Human Rela-
tions Commission.  This agency worked to change
city regulations and open Austin hotels, schools, and
businesses to all people.

In 1965, Ada received an M.S. degree in edu-
cational psychology from UT Austin.  By then her
civic work was well under way.  She served on the
Board of the Laguna Gloria Art Museum and was a
founding member of the Austin Lyric Opera.  In
1989, she created the Leadership Enrichment Arts
Program (LEAP) to offer low-income and minority
youth a chance to experience the performing and
visual arts.

Throughout her life, Ada received many acco-
lades.  Elected to the Austin Community College
School board in 1982, she was the first African
American to win a countywide election.  In 1986,
she was inducted into the Texas Black Women’s Hall
of Fame and the African American Women’s Hall of
Fame.  In 1990, the National Women of Achieve-
ment honored Ada, their first honoree in the busi-
ness category.  In 1992, the Women’s Symphony
League of Austin named her “Woman of the Year.

Ada’s ties to education remained strong
throughout her life. In 2006, she was inducted into
the AISD Alumni Hall of Fame, and honored as a
Distinguished Alumnus of the University of Texas at
Austin.  Further solidifying her legacy in Central
Texas, Ada Anderson donated $3 million to Huston-
Tillotson University in 2014 for its Sandra Joy Ander-
son Community Health and Wellness Center,
named in honor of her deceased daughter.

Ada’s history-making work and the recogni-
tions continued as she dedicated her life to open-
ing doors of opportunity for all of Austin’s citizens.
It has been said that we should “create the world
that we want to pass on to our children.”  Ada Collins
Anderson did just that.  At age 99, she passed away
at her home on June 3, 2021. u

Groundbreaking for the Sandra Joy Anderson Community Health and Wellness Center. (l-r)
Mr. Albert Hawkins, Dr. Larry L. Earvin, Mrs. Ada Anderson and Patricia “Trish” Young Brown.
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announced for

groundbreaking
pioneer

See McElroy
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Just over a month
ago, my homie Willis Hunt
and I were reminiscing
about our departed friend
Akwasi Evans; and how
much we missed him. It’s
times like these that we
truly need his voice.
Akwasi was known as a
militant; a social warrior. I,
on the other hand, am
known as the rattlesnake
under a bush. I only strike
when imposed upon. Part
of this is a deliberate tac-
tic to avoid confrontation.
The other part is en-
trenched within me
through my father’s idiom,
“don’t piss down my back
and tell me it’s raining!”

I said all that to say
this: Tim Scott is the only
Black sitting GOP senator
in congress. This man has
the nerve, the arrogance,
the ignorance, to declare
that “America is not a rac-
ist country.”

Why, I object!
There are plenty of

statistics and data in this
nation that prove other-
wise. But, the most recent
example should be enough
to shut this man’s mouth
for a lifetime. The National
Football League (NFL), just
last month, was exposed
for racist techniques in set-
tling neurocognitive im-
pairment disability ben-
efits claims for former
black NFL players.

The NFL used a
method known as “race-
norming” to determine eli-
gibility payouts from as low
as $27,000 to $5.3 million.
Doctors were encouraged
to use race for comparing
an individual’s
neurocognitive test results.

In short, statistical
benchmarks are based on
populace averages amidst
racial groups. It should be
no surprise that Blacks
dwell amongst the lowest
threshold. With that in
mind, Black players must
demonstrate more signifi-
cant impairments than
their white counterparts.

Read page eight for
more details.

The point is that this
practice has been dis-
mantled by the NFL and an
apology has since been is-
sued. And those Black play-
ers who were denied
claims in the past are due
to receive them now.

So, to Sen. Tim Scott
of South Carolina: What’s
that streaming down my
back?

The False
Epiphany
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Headliners Foundation Announces New Scholarship
Named for Beloved Journalism Pioneer George McElroy

Story courtesy of The Headliners Foundation of Texas

George Albert McElroy. Courtesy of R. Clayton McKee and the
Houston Chronicle. Image available on the Internet and included

in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107.

The Headliners
Foundation of Texas is
proud to announce a
fundraising initiative to
create a new scholarship
named for George A.
McElroy, an award-win-
ning Texas journalist
who broke barriers dur-
ing his 58-year career as
a Black man in a pre-
dominantly white indus-
try.

Born in Houston in
1922, McElroy, known to
many as “Mr. Mac,” be-
gan his career at the age
of 16 writing a youth col-
umn for the Houston In-
former, the city’s oldest
African-American news-
paper. After serving dur-
ing World War II, he
went on to become a
journalist, newspaper
editor, mentor, and jour-
nalism educator. Along
the way, McElroy be-
came the first Black jour-
nalist in many settings:
the first Black reporter at
a Texas daily newspaper
when the Houston Post
hired him in 1954; the
first to have a weekly
column in the Post; the
first Black to earn a
master’s degree from
the prestigious Univer-
sity of Missouri School of
Journalism; the first
Black with a degree in
journalism to teach that
subject in the Houston
Independent School Dis-
trict, the first Black fac-

ulty member to teach
journalism at the Univer-
sity of Houston, the first
Black member of the
Houston Press Club, and
the first African Ameri-
can  to earn the Texas
Gulf Coast Press
Association’s top award
for his Houston Informer
editorials.

McElroy was even-
tually named editor of
the Houston Informer,
where he served as a
major voice of the Black
community during the
Texas Southern Univer-
sity student demonstra-
tions in the early 1960s,
when the major news
media refused to cover
civil rights demonstra-
tions. From 1977 until
his retirement in 1989,
he led Texas Southern’s
journalism program.

During the course
of his career, McElroy in-
terviewed many notable
people, including the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Muhammad Ali,
Fidel Castro, and six U.S.
presidents.

McElroy died in
2006 at age 84, and his
family is excited to see
this new scholarship
come to fruition. “My
sisters and I agree that
this is the perfect way to
honor our father,” said
George’s daughter,
Kathleen O. McElroy, Di-
rector of the School of

Journalism and Media at
UT Austin’s Moody Col-
lege of Communication,
who serves on the
Foundation’s Board of
Governors. “It’s a won-
derful tribute to a man
who dedicated his life to
this profession, and it’s
another first,” she said,
pointing out that this is
the first Headliners
Foundation scholarship
named for a person of
color.

”Our goal is to raise
at least $100,000 to en-
dow this new scholar-
ship for years to come,”
said Amy Villarreal, Vice-
President and General
Manager of KEYE-TV in
Austin and Chair of the
Foundation’s Strategic
Development Commit-
tee, which is spearhead-
ing the fundraising ef-
fort. Villarreal said the
Foundation already has
some significant finan-
cial commitments and
has formed a committee
to help raise the funds.

In addition to
McElroy and Villarreal,
committee members in-
clude Sonceria “Sonny”
Messiah Jiles, CEO and
publisher of the Houston
Defender Network;
Jodie Jiles, Transwestern
executive and University
of Texas at Austin regent;
Dr. Rockell Brown Bur-
ton, interim dean of
Texas Southern’s School

of Communication; Dr.
Jay Bernhardt, dean of
the Moody College of
Communication at the
University of Texas at
Austin and ex-officio
member of the Headlin-
ers Foundation Board of
Governors; Patti
Ohlendorf, Chair of the
Headliners Foundation
Board of Governors; and
Mark Morrison, Gover-
nor Emeritus and former
Board Chair of the Head-

liners Foundation.
”We look forward

to naming our first
George McElroy Scholar
next year on what would
have been Mr. Mac’s
100th birthday,”
Villarreal said.

Patti Ohlendorf,
Chair of the
Foundation’s Board of
Governors, believes
McElroy’s life and career
embodied the mission of
the Headliners Founda-

tion. “This scholarship
honors George’s lifelong
commitment to journal-
ism education,” said
Ohlendorf. “The
Foundation’s scholar-
ship program is an in-
vestment in the future of
this industry,” she con-
tinued, “and this schol-
arship ensures that
George McElroy’s legacy
will live on through gen-
erations of Texas journal-
ists yet to come.”
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We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1 75 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service 

                  on YouTube Live. Click the 

                  QR code for Worship Services.  

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

Michael Jordan Advancing
Cause Of Black

Sports Journalists

Michael Jordan
(DOD photo by D. Myles Cullen)

(VILLAGER) - As
more and more Black
sports personalities such
as LeBron James, Kevin
Durant and Steph Curry
take control of their per-
sonal narratives by form-
ing media companies
and through social me-
dia, Michael Jordan took
a major step toward ad-
vancing a new genera-
tion of sports journalists
of color.

Hailed as the great-
est player in NBA history,
Jordan, chairman of the
league’s Charlotte Hor-
nets, is donating $1 mil-
lion to Morehouse Col-
lege to enhance the
HBCU’s journalism pro-
gram and sports-related
studies.

The donation will
help fund scholarships,
technology, and educa-
tional programming for
students in those fields.
It is part of a larger do-
nation by Jordan and his

Jordan Brand called the
Black Community Com-
mitment.

“Education is cru-
cial for understanding
the Black experience to-
day,” Jordan said. “We
want to help people un-
derstand the truth of our
past and help tell the
stories that will shape
our future.”

Jordan’s donation
is even more impressive
considering he didn’t at-
tend a HBCU. Other
Black sports personali-
ties and entertainers
who attended predomi-
nately white institutions
have made donations to
their alma maters. For
Jordan, who starred at
North Carolina, to make
a concerted effort to
reach out to a school
such as Morehouse
speaks volumes about
the message he hopes to
deliver.

Jordan’s gift was origi-
nally launched with a dona-
tion from film director, pro-
ducer and Morehouse
alum Spike Lee.

“These grants will
be well-spent,” said Lee,

who directed Nike com-
mercials with Jordan
during his playing career.
“There’s going to be a
rich legacy of storytellers
who will be supported
by these programs.”

Lee said more Black
journalists are needed to
properly portray the

story of the Black ath-
lete.

“Many people are
influenced to think a cer-
tain way about Black
folks based on what they
see on television and in
Hollywood.” Lee said.
“We’ve got to tell our
story.”

AUSTIN JUSTICE COALITION
Presents

Juneteenth: Stay Black and Live Vol. 2
(AJC) - Juneteenth dates back to June 19, 1865

on the shores of Galveston Texas when word finally
reached Texas that The Emancipation Proclamation
was signed two and a half years earlier and slaves
were free. Fast forward to 2021 and Juneteenth has
grown into a day of celebration and remembrance
in many black homes. A tradition that runs deep
and brings families together, and unites all Black
people across the country as a day for us. A day
when we feel, “freeish.”

This year AJC partnered with Six Square, Carver
Museum ATX, the Black Austin Coalition, Jump On
It, the Austin Area Urban League, and GEAYA to host
Juneteenth, Stay Black and Live on June 19th, 2021
starting at 10AM. This year’s theme reflects on Black
people’s initiative and willpower to free themselves
because no one else will do it for us, and how our
collective strength leaves a mark wherever we go.
We invite you all to join us as we celebrate and dive
into our culture.

RSVP on Facebook Now: https://www.facebook.com
/events/832051417415459RS
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Biden Administration Threatens to
Sue after Texas Officials Say They'll

Yank Licenses from Facilities Housing
Unaccompanied Migrant Children

(TEXAS TRIBUNE) -
The Biden administration
is threatening to sue
Texas over its plans to
stop state-licensed facili-
ties that are contracted
with the federal govern-
ment from housing mi-
grant children, with a fed-
eral attorney calling the
state’s move a “direct at-
tack” on federal refugee
resettlement efforts.

The federal re-
sponse comes after Gov.
Greg Abbott ordered last
week that Texas child-
care regulators revoke
the licenses of state-li-
censed facilities that
house migrant children.
The move, the latest by
the Republican governor
as he spars with Presi-
dent Joe Biden over im-
migration policies, would
force the facilities to stop
serving unaccompanied
minors or lose their li-
cense to serve any chil-

by Reese Oxner
Texas Tribune

Unaccompanied migrants at the Customs and Border Patrol migrant
processing center in El Paso on March 29, 2021.

Credit: Ivan Pierre Aguirre for The Texas Tribune

dren.
Texas officials have

already begun instructing
the 52 state-licensed fa-
cilities serving migrant
children to wind down
operations by Aug. 30,
following Abbott’s order,
according to a notice sent
to shelters by the Texas
Health and Human Ser-
vices Commission.

In a letter sent Mon-
day to Abbott and other
Texas officials, Paul
Rodriguez, a top attorney
for the federal Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services, said Texas’
move violates the U.S.
Constitution’s Su-
premacy Clause, which
says federal law super-
sedes state laws. He
asked the recipients to
clarify whether they in-
tended that the order be
applied to those shelters,
which are overseen by
HHS and its refugee re-
settlement branch, the
Office of Refugee Re-
settlement.

He wrote that the
federally contracted shel-
ters “comprise a signifi-
cant portion of ORR's to-
tal operational footprint,
and represent an indis-
pensable component of
the Federal immigration
system."

If Abbott’s May 31
order includes those
ORR facilities, it "would
be a direct attack on this
system,” Rodriguez said
in the letter. He gave the
state unti l  Friday to
clarify whether the or-
der will affect those fa-
cilities.

Abbott’s order only
affects the state-licensed
shelters — which collec-
tively house around 8,600
children, according to
state data. Federal emer-
gency intake centers —
which aren’t licensed by
the state — house the
majority of immigrant
children in the state and
have seen the largest
population growth in re-
cent months.

Obama Criticizes GOP for
Embracing 2020 Falsehoods

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA - FEBRUARY
19: Former U.S. President Barack Obama speaks
during the MBK Rising! My Brother’s Keeper
Alliance Summit on February 19, 2019 in Oak-
land, California. MBK Rising! is bringing to-
gether hundreds of young men of color, local lead-
ers and organizations that are working to reduce
youth violence, create impactful mentorship pro-
grams, and improving life for young men of color.
The My Brother’s Keeper initiative was started
by President Barack Obama following the death
of Trayvon Martin. (Photo by Justin Sullivan/
Getty Images)

(CNN) - Former
President Barack Obama
said Republicans have
been “cowed into ac-
cepting” a series of po-
sitions that “would be
unrecognizable and un-
acceptable even five
years ago or a decade
ago,” telling CNN’s
Anderson Cooper he is
worried about the state
of democracy in the
United States in an exclu-
sive interview that aired
Monday.

Obama, in an inter-
view that comes after his
latest memoir, “A Prom-
ised Land,” was pub-
lished in late 2020, said
he never thought some
of the “dark spirits” that
began rising within the
Republican Party during
his tenure would get this
dark and reach the epi-
center of the party.

“We have to worry,”
Obama said, “when one
of our major political par-
ties is willing to embrace
a way of thinking about
our democracy that
would be unrecognizable
and unacceptable even
five years ago or a decade
ago.”

The clearest ex-
ample of this, Obama
said, was the January 6
insurrection and how
there are now “large
portions of an elected

Congress going along
with the falsehood that
there were problems
with the election.” The
insurrection at the US
Capitol by Trump sup-
porters came on the
same day that 147 Re-
publican lawmakers
voted not to certify Joe

Biden’s electoral victory
in key states. The false-
hood that the 2020
presidential election was
stolen has been pushed
by former President
Donald Trump himself,
who has since cheered
on baseless Republican
audits of elections.

City Council Waives $4.3M to Support
Expansion of Affordable Housing for
People Experiencing Homelessness

(austintexas.gov) -
Austin City Council voted
today to waive approxi-
mately $4.3 million in
development fees and
infrastructure support
for two additional
phases of Community
First! Village, developed
by the non-profit organi-
zation Mobile Loaves &
Fishes.

Community First!
Village is a master-
planned community in
Northeast Austin that
provides permanent
housing and a support-
ive community for indi-
viduals who are coming
out of chronic
homelessness.

The Village is cur-
rently home to more
than 220 formerly
homeless people. Mo-
bile Loaves & Fishes re-
cently announced plans
to expand to add 1400
new micro-homes on a
combined 127 acres.

“We are extremely
grateful to the City of
Austin for the Council’s
support of Community
First! Village,” said Am-

Community First! Village Expands Micro-Home Development with
Fee Waivers and Infrastructure Support

ber Fogarty, President of
Mobile Loaves & Fishes.
“Homelessness is a com-
munity issue, and it re-
quires a community re-
sponse in order to ad-
equately care for our
most vulnerable neigh-
bors.”

The expansion in-
volves two phases. Phase
3 of the Community First!
Village will be on an ad-
joining piece of land near
the neighborhood’s cur-
rent location on Hog Eye
Road. Phase 4 will be de-
veloped in a new location
off Burleson Road be-
tween McKinney Falls
Parkway and U.S. 183.

“Making a long-
term difference in ad-
dressing chronic
homelessness requires
the work and commit-
ment of partners across
our community,” said
City Manager Spencer
Cronk. “The Community
First! Village demon-
strates how the City can
support and work with
community leaders,
businesses, and philan-
thropic organizations to

make homelessness
rare, brief, and non-re-
curring.”

The Development
Services Department
(DSD) is waiving fees re-
lated to the develop-
ment review process, in-
spections, plumbing,
and electrical fees. Aus-
tin Water and Austin En-
ergy will provide addi-
tional infrastructure and
planning support that
helps to extend water,
wastewater and electric
services and enhance
resiliency throughout
the community and sur-
rounding area. A full
breakdown of fee waiver
details can be reviewed
on the Council Agenda.

“We know Austin
needs permanent af-
fordable housing,” said
Development Services
Department Director,
Denise Lucas. “Today,
the City showed the de-
velopment community
and our non-profit part-
ners that we stand to-
gether to find housing
solutions to the afford-
able housing crisis.”

Sole Black
GOP U.S.
Senator
Declares

“America
Not a

Racist,”
Many

Disagree
by Lauren Victoria

Burke, NNPA
Newswire Contributor

A recent spike in Asian hate crimes has also
been documented following months of Donald
Trump using rhetoric that blamed China for

the COVID-19 pandemic in the U.S.

(NNPA) - “Hear me
clearly: America is not a rac-
ist country,” said South
Carolina Republican Tim
Scott, the only African
American Republican in the
U.S. Senate.

In remarks that ap-
peared to demonstrate a
need to confront racial guilt
and White grievance at a
time when the FBI has de-
clared White supremacy a
national security threat,
Sen. Scott appeared to have
tasked himself as someone
Republicans could quote to
deny racism in America.

A recent spike in
Asian hate crimes has also
been documented follow-
ing months of Donald

Trump using rhetoric that
blamed China for the
COVID-19 pandemic in the
U.S.

Sen. Scott was deliv-
ering the official response
to President Biden’s first
State of the Union. His re-
marks arrived 99 days after
the departure of President
Donald Trump who some
historians are defining as
one of the most racist presi-
dents in modern U.S. his-
tory.

During Trump’s four
years in office the number
of race-related hate crimes
increased as did the promi-
nence of groups such as the
Proud Boys, and the De-
partment of Justice was
forced to focus increasingly
on domestic terror threats.
In August 2017, a race riot
broke out in Charlottesville,

Virginia after White su-
premacists arrived in the
city three times to protest
the potential removal of a
statue of confederate Gen-
eral Robert E. Lee on the
campus of the University of
Virginia.

Scott’s speech arrived
at a time when the Repub-
lican Party is redefining it-
self after Donald Trump.
Some in the party believe
they should embrace
Trump. Others in the party
are pushing to move away
from Trump.  The party of-
ten forwards one of the few
African American Republi-
cans in Congress to deflect
criticism on race.

Sen. Scott has often
served in the role. He sent
out several fundraising e-
mails shortly after his re-
sponse to President Biden.
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Pandemic Shifts Balance in Long-Running Debate
Over the Best Way to Teach Children to Read

Educators have long debated the best method for
teaching reading. Credit: Miguel Gutierrez Jr. /

The Texas Tribune

(TEXAS TRIBUNE) -
“Tigers, today we’re go-
ing to keep unpacking
the alphabetic code,”
said first grade San An-
tonio teacher Victor De
La Cerda, teaching a
reading lesson to a lively
group of 6-year-olds —
some in person, others
in Zoom boxes.

Intermittent with
group drum rolls created
by childrens’ fingers rap-
idly tapping tables, the
class identifies words
with a long “u,” which
can be spelled four dif-
ferent ways. Today they
will focus on the spelling
“u_e” as in “cute.”

If they don’t master
it this time — for one of
the million reasons a kid
learning during the pan-
demic might miss a con-
cept — it’s OK. The class
will revisit the skill soon as
part of a future lesson.

This structured ap-
proach is one of many
reasons De La Cerda was
already sold on the “sci-
ence of reading,” which
he learned in graduate
school.

As a first grade
teacher in Texas, he’s
smack dab in the middle
of what some have
called the latest chapter
in the reading wars, the
multidecade battle —

by Bekah Mcneel
THE74MILLION.ORG

freshly complicated by
the pandemic — over
whether structure or cu-
riosity best teaches kids
to read.

The science of
reading uses a strict regi-
men of skills and steps to
connect the parts of the
brain involved in read-
ing. Compare this to a
chef who strictly follows
recipes to ensure a final
dish reaching the de-
sired consistency and
flavor.

On the other side
are balanced literacy
proponents who prefer
the more customized
approach of reading lev-
els and groups. These
are like chefs who,
knowing the principles
of cooking, rely on sea-
soning to taste and add-
ing ingredients as neces-
sary until the dish is
ready to be served. They
say rigid adherence to
the science of reading

method robs young
readers of their joy, mak-
ing the classroom a
dreary, disengaging
place.

To make their case,
science of reading pro-
ponents point to its ef-
fectiveness and success
during the pandemic: At
a time when children
could not learn to read
by being exposed to a
word-rich environment
in classrooms with over-
flowing libraries and
word walls, the science
of reading still worked,
converting more easily
to Zoom.

While neither the
state nor local school
districts seem ready to
mandate exclusive use
of the science of read-
ing, researchers, politi-
cians and school officials
have been moving Texas
in that direction for
years, arguing that bal-
anced literacy is inad-

equate to make the
gains the state needs to
see.

During the pan-
demic, curriculum devel-
opers in San Antonio ISD
created a year’s worth of
carefully paced material
in English and Spanish
based on the science of
reading. The Zoom-
friendly lessons were pro-
vided to teachers adapt-
ing to the new world of
remote learning where
word walls, books, class-
room libraries and leveled
reading groups — all tools
of the balanced literacy
approach — were no
longer available.

Test scores showed
that in 2019 only 45% of
Texas third graders were
reading on grade level.

To address its dis-
mal literacy numbers,
Texas put its money on
the science of reading
with the passage of
House Bill 3 in 2019.

It requires all kin-
dergarten through third
grade teachers and prin-
cipals to attend a read-
ing academy, where they
learn how to teach ac-
cording to the science of
reading. Teachers at the
kindergarten through
eighth grade levels must
take a Science of Teach-
ing Reading Exam. Dis-
tricts must also use a
certified phonics cur-
riculum.

Black Faith Leaders
want Manchin’s Ear
After Voting Rights
Meeting with Civil

Rights Groups

(THE GRIO) - Senator Joe Manchin’s meetings
on voter rights are just beginning. theGrio has
learned the next round of the listening tour aimed
at getting the senator’s support for voting rights is
in the works. Black faith leaders in West Virginia
want the hometown senator’s ear next.

“There’s a large delegation of people who sup-
port him but who are very concerned that he won’t
stand up and represent that community in regards
to voter rights,” Reverend W. Franklyn Richardson
of the Conference of Black Churches told theGrio.

W. Franklyn Richardson, chairman of the board
of National Action Network, speaks during the
March on Washington at the Lincoln Memorial

on August 28, 2020 in Washington. (Photo by
Jacquelyn Martin-Pool/Getty Images)

On the Hill, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi does
not expect passage on the John Lewis Voting Rights
Act until the fall. As the nation awaits the next leg
of voter rights protections, the For the People Act
hangs in the balance, and one could consider law-
makers seeking a deal are being held hostage by
Sen. Manchin, whom President Joe Biden consid-
ers a friend, in the process.

White House officials confirmed on Tuesday
they are taking their lead from Congress on voting
rights. This comes at yet another moment in United
States history when states are actively working to
dismantle and chip away at access to the ballot box.

Although White House spokesperson Jen Psaki
admitted that the administration has not made the
progress it sought on voting rights, she “would not
say we are waiting” when it comes to movement
on the issue.

The reality on the Hill, however, is that any ac-
tion is moot as long as Manchin, a moderate Demo-
crat, essentially holds up any chance of progress on
voting rights through his opposition to the For the
People Act.

With a stall on voting rights, Psaki said from
the White House podium during a press briefing on
Monday that Vice President Kamala Harris asked to
make voting rights part of her portfolio to get the
administration past the hurdle. Psaki contends that
when Vice President Harris returns from her first
foreign trip, she will hold meetings along with other
actions to elevate the issue and secure the passage
of H.R.1.

Sen. Joe Manchin, (D-WV)
(Photo by Leigh Vogel-Pool/Getty Images)

National Urban League President and CEO Marc
Morial (Photo by Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)

by April Ryan | The Grio

Fortune 500 Features Two Black
Women CEOs for First Time

(THE GRIO) - The
Fortune 500 list for 2021
is an historic one.

The annual list of
the 500 largest American
companies by total rev-
enue features two Black
female CEO’s on the
same list for the first time
ever, according to ABC
News.

The 67th edition of
Fortune 500 features
Rosalind “Roz” Brewer,
the CEO of Walgreens
Boots Alliance, and
Thasunda Brown
Duckett, the CEO of TIAA.

The pharmaceutical
retailer Walgreens
ranked 16th on the list
after delivering more
than $139 billion in rev-
enues in its most recent
fiscal year. TIAA, a finan-
cial service organization,
ranked 79th with more
than $41 billion in rev-

Walgreens CEO Roz Brewer (via LinkedIn)

enues.
Citing Equal Em-

ployment Opportunity
Commission data, CNN
reports the two women
are in rare company on
Wall Street as Black
people make up just 3.3%
of senior and executive
leaders presently work-
ing in corporate America.

Brewer, a former
Starbucks executive, was
appointed CEO of
Walgreens in March, ac-
cording to theGrio.

Brown Duckett took
over TIAA as CEO in Feb-
ruary, as reported by
theGrio. Prior to that, she
was CEO of Chase Con-
sumer Banking. She re-
placed another Black CEO
in Roger W. Ferguson Jr.,
who retired from his post.

TIAA is the only For-
tune 500 company to
have two consecutive

Black CEOs.
“It does not escape

me that I am standing on
the shoulders of giants,
including the cooks and
janitors and others who
look like me and were
first to enter corporate
America,” Brown Duckett
said told ABC. “They cre-
ated the space for me to
have this opportunity.
My hope is that corpo-
rate America realizes that
talent is created equally
but opportunity is not,
and we all acknowledge
that there’s still more
work to be done.”

Brewer and Brown
Duckett follow in the
footsteps of Ursula
Burns, the first Black fe-
male CEO of a Fortune
500 firm. She ran Xerox
from 2009 to 2016, ac-
cording to the Harvard
Business Review.

Additionally, the
2021 Fortune 500 lists
the most female CEO’s in
history with 41 total. The
highest ranking of the 41
is Karen S. Lynch, who
leads pharmacy and
health company CVS
Health. The retailer made
over $268 billion in rev-
enue in its latest fiscal
year.

Walmart led the list
with more than $559 bil-
lion on the top line. The
retail conglomerate has
topped the list every year
since 2013, according to
Fortune.

The companies on
the 2021 Fortune 500
combine for a grand to-
tal of $13.8 trillion in rev-
enues. Black Enterprise
reports that the compa-
nies accounted for
around two-thirds of the
U.S. economy.

TIAA CEO Thasunda Brown Duckett (via LinkedIn)

National Urban League Head Marc Morial told
theGrio that the meeting was “constructive.” The
leaders of the legacy civil rights groups did not at-
tend the meeting to “confront” Manchin but to hold
a “conversation” that was “candid and frank.”
Morial said it also “was meant to educate” him on
“the threat to democracy” his opposition to For the
People Act and support of the filibuster pose.
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1. Integral Care is currently soliciting bids through a Request for Proposals
process for Clinical Audit Services. RFPs may be sent electronically, by
contacting Brody Ballard at brody.ballard@integralcare.org beginning June
4, 2021. Bids must be received by Integral Care no later than 5:00 p.m. on
July 2, 2021. Historically Underutilized Businesses, including Minority-
Owned Businesses and Women-Owned Businesses, are encouraged to
apply.

2. Integral Care is currently soliciting bids through a Request for Proposals
process for Bank Depository Services. RFPs may be sent electronically, by
contacting Brody Ballard at brody.ballard@integralcare.org beginning June
4, 2021. Bids must be received by Integral Care no later than 5:00 p.m. on
July 2, 2021. Historically Underutilized Businesses, including Minority-
Owned Businesses and Women-Owned Businesses, are encouraged to
apply.

New Jobs for the Week of 06/06/21
Technician, Maintenance

Round Rock Campus
Job 2106003

Supervisor, Electrical Service Center
Job 2106002

Manager, Financial Aid
Outreach & Special Programs

Highland Business Center
Job 2106001

Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

Nacole Thompson
Elected in Leander Texas

(VILLAGER) - In the
past years, Central Texas
has grown at a surpris-
ingly fast rate. Therefore,
it has brought demo-
graphic changes to nu-
merous communities in
the metro area. These de-
mographic transitions
have also caused political
reforms.

In Williamson
County, the demographic
growth has shifted to a

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon

VILLAGER
Columnist

West Africa Sees an
Increase in Terrorism

Nacole Thompson

battleground city council.
For instance, Political of-
ficials use to be majority
Republican but, Demo-
crats have risen to win
seats.

Recently, Nacole Th-
ompson was elected to
the Leander City Council
Place 4.  According to City
Council Member-elect
Thompson, "I'm a new
voice with a new vision of
transparency, honesty,
and servant leadership to
help our community be-
come the most desirable
economic and residential
hub in Texas."

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

(VILLAGER) - Over the years, there has been
a rise in terrorism in West Africa. These terrorist
cells have been thriving in the Sahel region of
West Africa, which stretches from Chad, North-
ern Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Niger, Mali, to the Ivory
Coast.

Sunday, a big Djihadist terrorist attack left
160 people dead in the Northern part area of
Burkina Faso. That was the worst attack that na-
tion of Burkina Faso has witnessed when it comes
to terrorist attacks.

Also, the Northern part of the Ivory Coast
has seen a terrorist attack in which one soldier
was killed. Finally, it is time for the West African
region to tackle the increasing aggression from
the terrorist group.

Jose Orta Announces
Run for Wilco Precinct

by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon
VILLAGER Columnist

(VILLAGER) - March 21, 2021, Taylor resident
José Orta announced his candidacy for
Williamson County Commissioners Court Precinct
4. According to Jose Orta, “I am excited to an-
nounce my candidacy for County Commissioner
Precinct 4.  My educational and professional
qualifications are perfectly suited to execute the
duties of this office.  I understand the fiscal re-
sponsibilities of the office that they cannot be
taken lightly and must give the day-to-day atten-
tion that they require.

For the last 30 years, Orta has been a de-
voted community organizer.  He holds an under-
graduate degree in business and a master’s de-
gree in International Relations. “I look forward
to an exciting, issues-based race to address the
issues that are facing not only this office but all
of Williamson County," expressed Orta.““

Jose Orta also mentioned, "I am running for
Williamson County Commissioner Place 4 be-
cause our community is hurting.  County Govern-
ment is supposed to work for you – not against
you. For far too long, we haven’t had an active
advocate for those that live and work in East
Williamson County.  I will fight for our fair share
of county funding to improve our roads, failing
infrastructure, and public health system.  I will
bring integrity, ethics, and equity back to County
Government."

Jo
sé

 O
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a

Greater
Austin Black
Chamber’s

Mocha
Mondays
(SOULCITI) - Grab a cup

of your favorite coffee and
share the journey of entre-
preneurship or just being a
woman in a professional en-
vironment. Meet new
friends or join old ones as we
explore relevant topics to
support and uplift you to
start your week! 2nd Mon-
days monthly 8:30AM-
9:30AM.

June 14  “Are We Post
Me Too”

July 12 “Hot Girl Sum-
mer, How to Relax, Relate,
and Recharge”

August 9 “Why Should
White Guys Have All the
Fun?” Book-Themed Discus-
sion

September 13 “Climb-
ing the Corporate Ladder”

October 11 “Beating
the Imposter Syndrome”
Knowing you belong

November 8 “Planning
Your Professional New Year”
Goal Setting

December 13 “Maxi-
mizing the Holiday Party” How
to turn the holiday party into
a personal and professional
growth experience.
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

2020 -21 PROFILES OF PROMINENCE
INDUCTEES TO BE FETED BY AUSTIN

CHAPTER – NWOA, INC.
By Arlene L. Youngblood

(AUSTIN, TX) - The Austin Metroplex Chapter of National Women of
Achievement, Inc. will induct 10 honorees for the Sixteenth Biennial African-
American Women’s 2020-21 Profiles of Prominence ceremony.  This year’s
program will be held on Saturday, June 19, 2021 at St. James Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 3417 East Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Austin, Texas at 6 p.m. with
a reception afterward. The public is invited.   COVID-19 protocols will be in
place per the City of Austin and Centers for Disease Control ordinances.

 Honorees include: Thais Bass-Moore - Arts, Christie Hall - Business, Lydia
A. West-Moore - Foreman-Jones Caregiver Award, Brigid Roberson – Civic Lead-
ership, Naomi J. Richard - Communication, Dr. Norma J. Baker - Education,
Atty. Amanda Moore - Law, Cierra King -Professional Leadership, Sarah R.
Robertson - Youth Achievement, and Eleanor Davis Thompson - Lifetime
Achievement.

Dr. Collette Pierce Burnette, President/CEO for Huston-Tillotson Univer-
sity will serve as honorary chair that evening.  There will also be tributes to
African American Women in the Military (active and retired). The ceremony
will conclude with recognition of the Suffragists and the 100th anniversary of
Women Winning the Vote. An independent selection review committee, com-
posed of members of the Greater Austin Community, selected the inductees.
For more information about the event, email Austin.nwoa@gmail.com and
texasongbird@hotmail.com.

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Listen Live )))

The Breakfast
Club

AUSTIN, TEXAS
T. L. Wyatt Damita Shanklin

Fridays
@8AM - 9AM

&

KAZI Radio
Thanks you for your support!

88.7FM

Givens Pool Community Meeting #3

You are invited to the 3rd virtual community
meeting on Wednesday, July 1 at 5:30pm.
During the meeting, the design team will
share the top concept for Givens Pool.

Givens Aquatic Facility: Community Meeting #3
Wednesday, July 1, 2021, 5:30 p.m.
Zoom Registration Link
Passcode: 78721
Call-in (346) 248-7799, Meeting ID 971 4598 3257#
Also available on Facebook Live

This concept has been designed using
community feedback gathered over the past
six months through virtual public meetings,
online surveys, and community conversations.
We are grateful to everyone who has partici-
pated in the process, and we invite you to our
next meeting.

We will host this meeting online and reg-
istration is required. If you are unable to at-
tend, the meeting will be recorded and posted
for viewing later on the project webpage.
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Gov. Greg Abbott signs bill
to punish businesses that

require proof of
COVID-19 vaccination

BY KAREN BROOKS HARPER | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

A COVID-19 vaccine registration card. Gov. Greg Abbott will sign a bill into law
that will punish businesses that require proof of vaccination from customers.

Credit: Annie Mulligan for The Texas Tribune

(TXT) - Texas busi-
nesses that require cus-
tomers to be vaccinated
against COVID-19 will be
denied state contracts
and could lose their li-
censes or operating per-
mits under legislation
Gov. Greg Abbott signed
into law Monday.

“Texas is open
100%, and we want to
make sure you have the
freedom to go where
you want without lim-
its,” Abbott said before
signing the law, in a
video he posted Monday
on Twitter. “Vaccine
passports are now pro-
hibited in the Lone Star
State.”

Senate Bill 968 by
state Sen. Lois Kolkhorst,
R-Brenham, is a sweep-
ing piece of legislation
passed in the final days
of the legislative session
that includes a clause
banning businesses from
requiring proof of the
vaccine from their cus-
tomers.

Those that violate
the ban may not con-
tract with the state, and
state agencies that over-
see various sectors of
business may decide to
make compliance with
the state law a condition
of getting licensed or
permitted.

Just under half of
all Texans have gotten at
least one dose of the
vaccine. About 36.5% of
Texans are fully vacci-
nated.

Abbott issued an
executive order in April
banning state agencies,
political subdivisions
and organizations re-
ceiving public funds
from creating "vaccine
passports" or otherwise
requiring someone to
provide proof of a

COVID-19 vaccine in or-
der to receive services.

Businesses may still
implement “COVID-19
screening and infection
control protocols in ac-
cordance with state and
federal law to protect
public health,” according
to the new law, which
goes into effect immedi-
ately.

Abbott’s signature
on the new law comes as
Carnival Cruise Line an-
nounced Monday that it
would be restarting its
cruises leaving from
Galveston in July but
only allow vaccinated
passengers on board, af-
ter the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention said it will allow
the cruise industry to re-
start on the condition
that 95% of crew mem-
bers and 95% of custom-
ers are vaccinated. The
CDC shut down cruise
lines in March 2020.

Carnival Vista sails
out of Galveston on July
3, followed by Carnival
Breeze on July 15. It was
unclear Monday how
the new Texas law would
affect those plans.

“We are evaluat-
ing the legislation re-
cently signed into law
in Texas regarding vac-
cine information,” Car-
nival spokesperson
Vance Gulliksen said in
an email, according to
the Houston Chronicle.
“The law provides ex-
ceptions for when a
business is implement-
ing COVID protocols in
accordance with fed-
eral law, which is con-
sistent with our plans
to comply with the U.S.
Centers for Disease
Control & Prevention’s
guidelines.”

Miami-based Car-

nival, Miami-based Nor-
wegian Cruise Line Hold-
ings and other cruise
companies are still in a
standoff with Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis over
restarting their cruises
with only vaccinated
passengers in spite of
new legislation that
DeSantis signed in May
that bans companies
from requiring proof of
vaccination from cus-
tomers.

“We appreciate the
progress and support for
our U.S. restart from the
CDC and other key fed-
eral agencies; however,
the current CDC require-
ments for cruising with a
guest base that is unvac-
cinated will make it very
difficult to deliver the
experience our guests
expect, especially given
the large number of
families with younger
children who sail with
us,” said Christine Duffy,
president of Carnival
Cruise Line. “As a result,
our alternative is to op-
erate our ships from the
U.S. during the month of
July with vaccinated
guests.”

The Florida law
fines the businesses
$5,000 for each cus-
tomer required to do so.
Norweigan has threat-
ened to leave Florida if
it is fined by the state for
complying with CDC
guidelines and checking
vaccine status of its pas-
sengers.

Norwegian said
Monday it would be re-
starting its cruises from
Miami in August with
fully vaccinated passen-
gers and crew. The com-
pany does not currently
operate out of Galveston
but plans to start next
year.

“Health experts estimate 75% to 90% of Texans
need to achieve immunity to COVID-19 to reach
herd immunity. As of June 6, about 36.6% of
Texas’ 29 million people have been fully
vaccinated. One obstacle is vaccines are not
approved for children under 12, who make up
about 17% of the population.” Source: Texas Department

of State Health Services
Credit: The Texas Tribune

Eric Reid Slams
NFL For Using
‘Race-Norming’

To Determine
Brain Injury

Claim Payouts

By Kimberley Richards
HUFFPOST

Eric Reid (left) and Colin Kaepernick protested together when they were
teammates on the San Francisco 49ers. Photograph: Mike McCarn/AP

(HUFFPOST) - Eric
Reid joined a chorus of
people on social media
slamming the NFL this
week over its use of
“race-norming” to de-

termine players’ eligibil-
ity for payouts for their
brain injury claims.

Discussion of the
controversial practice
reignited this week after
the league announced
on Wednesday it would
stop using the scoring
system, which ultimately
assumes that Black men
start with lower cogni-
tive skills.

“We are committed
to eliminating race-
based norms in the pro-
gram and more broadly
in the neuropsychologi-
cal community,” the NFL
said in a statement, ac-
cording to The Washing-
ton Post.

Reid laid out racist
assumptions behind us-
ing “race-norming” to
determine brain injuries
on Thursday, tweeting:
“‘Race-norming’ =
blacks are dumber than
whites so the brain inju-
ries they suffered didn’t
effect them as traumati-
cally bc they were dumb
to begin with.”

Former NFL players
Najeh Davenport and
Kevin Henry made a
similar argument when
they sued the league last
year, claiming that “race-
norming” made Black
former football players
less likely to be eligible
for benefits as part of
the NFL’s $1 billion
settlement of brain in-
jury claims.

In these tests that

use “race-norming,” the
scoring algorithm used
to determine cognitive
impairment requires
Black men to score
lower than their white
counterparts to receive
a diagnosis of a brain-
related disease.

The controversial
practice of “race-
norming,” which was
designed in the 1990s, is
sometimes used in clini-
cal neuropsychology. It
uses race as a rough
proxy for other factors
that can affect
someone’s learning. The
NFL recently said the
practice was developed
to “stop bias in testing,
not perpetrate it,” The
Associated Press re-
ported.

But neurology ex-
perts told the publica-
tion that the way race-
norming is especially
used in tests to deter-
mine NFL brain injuries is
too simplistic and re-
strictive.

The NFL has denied
that the practice was
ever mandatory, but it
has appealed Black play-
ers’ claims if their scores
were not adjusted for
race, according to the
AP.

Dr. Art Caplan, a
New York University
medical ethicist, told the
AP last month that he
believed the practice is
“problematic,” saying
that it ’s “tied in too

closely to racism.”
“It continues to

look as if it’s trying to
exclude people rather
than trying to do what’s
right, which is to help
people that, clinically,
have obvious and severe
disability,” he said.

Senior U.S. District
Judge Anita B. Brody in
Pennsylvania dismissed
Davenport and Henry’s
lawsuit earlier this year
but asked the NFL and
the players’ lead lawyer
in the brain injury settle-
ment program, Chris
Seeger, to investigate
the matter through me-
diation.

Seeger, who had
previously said he had
not seen racial bias in
the settlement program,
has apologized for his
previous stance, saying
on Wednesday he was
“sorry for the pain this
episode has caused
Black former players and
their families.”

Reid, a free agent,
has long called out the
NFL for its racism.

He was notably the
first player to kneel at
NFL games alongside his
then-teammate, Colin
Kaepernick, to protest
racial injustice and po-
lice violence in the U.S.
Reid and Kaepernick had
both settled collusion
cases against the NFL in
2019, saying they were
blackballed because of
their protests.

“What the NFL is doing
to us right now…when
they use a different scale
for African-Americans ver-
sus any other race? That’s
literally the definition of
systematic racism.”

- Najeh Davenport
former NFL running back
from 2002-2008.
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