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Don Capone
Who the hell does he

think he is? I don’t under-
stand it now and I won’t
understand it before I die.

Furthermore, this na-
tion is to blame for the
monster it created.

Yes! I’m talking about
Donald “the Don” Trump.

I’ve been pouring
over the document dump
this past Tuesday from the
HORC (House Oversight
and Reform Committee) re-
garding our former
President’s forceful push to
get the DOJ to claim voter
fraud in the 2020 elections.

You know, I under-
stand Trump is a narcissist.
And I realize the man hates
to lose. But this goes far be-
yond clinical narcissism.
Trump not only went after
the DOJ to back his false
theory on voter impropri-
eties, but he went after just
about all his critics in very
unscrupulous ways by at-
tempting to use this
nation’s most authoritative
means of law enforcement.

That should ring
alarms on Capitol Hill. It
should ring alarms in your
backyard. There is obvi-
ously something more than
the presidency that Trump
coveted. Or should I say re-
quired?

Getting back to what
I can’t understand; how
does this man hold the
GOP in his grips? Trump
has no power. He’s nothing.
He doesn’t even have
money. Yet, he walks
around like “the Don” be-
cause these weak people,
mainly politicians, are
scared of him.

And there’s this com-
ment by Rep. Carolyn
Maloney (D-N.Y.), chair-
woman of the HORC,
“These documents show
that President Trump tried
to corrupt our nation’s
chief law enforcement
agency in a brazen attempt
to overturn an election that
he lost.”

Really? Trump’s been
corrupting the government
since before the ‘80s. Ask
the Clinton’s how much of
“the Don’s” money they re-
ceived during their pollical
escapes.

Look at all the scams
this man escaped because
of “protections” from gov-
ernment officials who
turned a blind eye; impart,
due to “the Don’s” political
contributions.

As “the Don” once
said – and I quote - “The
truth is you wanna get
along with all sides because
you’re gonna need things
from everybody; it’s very
important.”

Texas’ Power Grid Under Scrutiny Again
BY ERIN DOUGLAS | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

(TXT) - Texas’ main power grid struggled to
keep up with the demand for electricity Monday,
prompting the operator to ask Texans to conserve
power until Friday.

The Electric Reliability Council of Texas said in
a statement Monday that a significant number of
unexpected power plant outages, combined with
expected record use of electricity due to hot
weather, has resulted in tight grid conditions. Ap-
proximately 12,000 megawatts of generation were
offline Monday, or enough to power 2.4 million
homes on a hot summer day.

ERCOT officials said the power plant outages
were unexpected — and could not provide details
as to what could be causing them.

“I don’t have any potential reasons [for the
plant outages] that I can share at this time,” said

Warren Lasher, ERCOT senior director of systems
planning, during a Monday call with media. “It is
not consistent with fleet performance that we have
seen over the last few summers.”

The number of plants that were forced offline
today is “very concerning” Lasher said.

“We operate the grid with the resources that
we have available,” he said. “It’s the responsibility
of the generators to make sure their plants are avail-
able when demand is high.”

The conservation request comes at a time of
heightened anxiety around electricity after the
state’s catastrophic February power outages left
millions without power for days. Those outages,
which were prompted by a severe winter storm,
may have killed as many as 700 people, according
to an analysis of mortality data by BuzzFeed News.

Central Texas Juneteenth Parade
(AUSTIN, TX) - The Greater East Austin Youth Association (G.E.A.Y.A.) will be holding a Juneteenth

parade on June 19 starting at 10 a.m. The parade will begin at MLK Jr. Boulevard and Salina Street and
will end on Chestnut Avenue. The parade will feature live music, dances and more attractions.

See PARADE MAP on page 8

Abbott says he'll solicit public
donations for border wall

BY JOSEPH CHOI | THE HILL

(THE HILL) - Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) said in
an interview published Tuesday that he would so-
licit public donations to fund construction of his
proposed border wall.

Appearing on the conservative podcast "Ruth-
less," Abbott shared that he would be setting up an
avenue for "everybody in the entire world" to do-
nate funds.

"I will also be providing a link that you can click
on and go to for everybody in the United States or
everybody in the entire world that wants to help
Texas build a border wall. There will be a place on
there where they can contribute to Texas, building
the border wall," Abbott said.

The Texas governor said the donations would
go to a fund managed by his office and handled with
"great transparency."

"Everyone will know every penny in, every
penny out. But the sole purpose for those funds will
be going to build the border wall," Abbott said.

Abbott announced last week that he would be
building a southern border wall, creating a
Governor’s Task Force on Border and Homeland

Security and allocating $1 billion for border security.
The Texas Tribune noted that questions have

been raised over whether the state of Texas has the
authority or the money needed to fund Abbott's
project.

Domingo Garcia, an attorney and national
president of the League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC), told the Tribune, "States don’t have
authority over immigration and our borders, that’s
a federal authority."

"It’s not constitutional and we’re planning to
challenge it in court once we see the final order,"
Garcia added, characterizing Abbott's plans as mis-
guided “political theater."

During the same podcast interview Tuesday,
Abbott said Vice President Harris, who has been
tasked with handling migration at the U.S. border,
has not yet been in contact with him to discuss the
issue.

“The president hasn't called; the vice president
hasn't called. The only person I've talked to are some
folks in the Department of Homeland Security, and
that was a long time ago,” he said.

Dan Patrick
blocks minimum
wage increase.

See CLASS
Page 4

Economic divide
of Silicon Valley
2.0 has deepend.

See BLACK
Page 5

Charles Blow joins
the 15th annual
culture festival.

See BOOK
Page 2
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Simone Biles Makes Her Own Rules

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

(VILLAGER) - Here’s
how astounding, breath-
taking, remarkable, sen-
sational (choose your
adjective) U.S. superstar
gymnast Simone Biles
has proven herself to be.

When reporters
asked Biles why she con-
tinued to perform an in-
credibly challenging
move fellow gymnasts
wouldn’t dare to at-
tempt and judges re-
fused to properly re-
ward, Biles offered a su-
premely confident re-
sponse.

“Because I can.”
Touché.
Biles wore leotards

highlighted by a se-
quined goat at the U.S.
Championships last
month. Why? The goat
represented GOAT - as in
greatest of all time.

Why not, indeed?
if you’ve got it,

flaunt it.
Biles, 23, wouldn’t

have it any other way.
A four-time Olym-

pic gold medalist, Biles
has the chance to be-
come the first woman

Simone Biles at the 2019 U.S. Gymnastics Championships. Denny Medley, USA TODAY Sports

to win-back-to-back
Olympic gold medals in
all-around competition
in more than 50 years
at the Tokyo Olympics
next month. She hasn’t
lost an all-around event
in eight years and has
the most wins in the
event by any woman in
U.S. history. What ’s
more, she is tied for the
most wins of any man
or woman.

Biles is so accom-
plished, so regal, so
much better than ev-
eryone else, that she
has four signature
moves named after her,
with the potential for
two more in Tokyo.
That ’s only possible
when a gymnast per-
forms said moves at the
Olympics or world
championships.

Biles, who has chal-

lenged the gymnastics hi-
erarchy with
groundbreaking moves
that Judges don’t always
give their proper due,
joins other Black athletes
who faced rule changes
and other barriers from
the power structure in at-
tempts to curb or halt
their dominance:

- The NBA wid-
ened the free throw
lane to keep W ilt

Chamberlain farther
from the basket;

- The NCAA
banned dunking from
1967-1976, mostly to
limit Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar;

- In 1968, Major
League Baseball low-
ered the height of the
pitching mound be-
cause of Bob Gibson,
who posted a 1.12 ERA
and 15 straight wins.

And, now, Bi les,
the Olympic favorite
who will be competing
against herself and not
her opponents. What
new moves will she un-
veil in Tokyo to increase
the legend of the great-
est American gymnast
of all time?

She’ll  make the
Olympics a must-see
event all by herself.

I can’t wait.

Edited by Naomi
Richard VILLAGER

Entertainment Editor

Austin African American Book Festival

(Austin, TX) - The
New York Times colum-
nist Charles Blow will be
the featured speaker at
the 15th Annual Austin
African American Book
Festival held June 26, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. The event
will again be virtual and
remains free, but at-
tendees must register on
Eventbrite at https://
www.aaabookfest.org/
2021-festival-lineup. As
visionary and champion
of social justice, Mr.
Blow epitomizes the fes-
tival theme “I am a Revo-
lutionary: Stories of Re-
sistance and Resilience.”
In his best-selling mem-
oir “Fire Shut up in My
Bones,” Blow depicts the
challenges he has faced
and overcome. His re-
cently-published “The
Devil You Know: A Black
Power Manifesto,” is
both a call to action and
a path to racial equality.

Festival favorite Dr.
Mark Cunningham will
interview Mr. Blow
about his life, work and
ideals.

To open the festi-
val, literary and educa-
tion consultant Patrick

Oliver will moderate a
panel on the importance
of representation in the
development of our
leaders of tomorrow.
Contributing their voices
to the discussion will be
a w a r d - w i n n i n g
children’s authors, poets
and illustrators Cheryl
Willis-Hudson, Tony
Medina and Vanessa
Brantley-Newton.

Dr. Raphael Travis,
professor and project di-
rector at Texas State Uni-

versity in the School of
Social Work, closes out
the festival with a discus-
sion of the Oscar-win-
ning film, “Judas and the
Black Messiah.” In his
research, Dr. Travis in-
vestigates creative arts,
especially Hip-Hop cul-
ture, as a source of
health and well-being
for individuals and com-
munities.

SCHEDULE
10:00am–11:00amCT
We Rise and Represent:

Uplifting Tomorrow’s
Leaders

Literary activist
Patrick Oliver moderates
a discussion with award-
winning children au-
thors Cheryl Willis-
Hudson, Tony Medina
and Vanessa Brantley-
Newton on the impor-
tance of building agency
in young readers
through what they read
and see in books.
11:30am–12:30pmCT
An Exodus to the

South: A Conversation
with Charles Blow/

Dr. Mark D.
Cunningham interviews
best-selling author and
journalist Charles Blow
about his new book,
“The Devil You Know: A
Black Manifesto,” that
suggests a reverse black-
migration as a means of
defeating white su-
premacist structures
and reclaiming space
and existence.
1:00pm–2:00pmCT

Power to the People: A
Discussion of Shaka
King’s Judas and the
Black Messiah

Local book lover
Anita Dabney who at-
tends the festival every
year remarked, “I look
forward to hearing the
authors share their “
back stories,” meaning
their insights to the evo-
lution of their work. I
love to learn about new
ideas, perspectives in
the books; and being
linked to a community of
participants with a de-
sire for continued knowl-
edge and growth. Hope-
fully an inspiration to
spark new ways to make
our world a better
place!”

The festival is an in-
teractive community
gathering and cultural
celebration of African
American writers and
their work. Through lit-
erary-based program-
ming that includes au-
thor talks, book discus-
sions, pop culture con-
versations, children’s ac-
tivities, and a vendor
marketplace, the Austin
African American Book
Festival promotes cre-
ativity, activism, and
positive change.

For more informa-
tion about the organiza-
tion, please visit us at
www.aaabookfest.org.
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DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

WEBBERVILLE
EBENEZER MISSIONARY

   BAPTIST CHURCH

Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good. -Psalms 136:1

Sunday Morning Worship
11 AM

Sunday School 10 AM

  1314 Weber St,
Webberville, Tx 78653

(512) 276-7917

Pastor W. B. Routt, Jr.
Cell # (512) 694-1877

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1 75 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service 

                  on YouTube Live. Click the 

                  QR code for Worship Services.  

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

Senate approves bill to make
Juneteenth a federal holiday

By KEVIN FREKING | ASSOCIATED PRESS

This updated handout photo provided by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum on Tuesday,
June 8, 2021 shows a signed copy of Emancipation Proclamation. The Library, in Springfield, Ill., will mark
Juneteenth, the holiday commemorating the end of slavery in the United States, by displaying the rare signed
copy of the Emancipation Proclamation. The copy of the proclamation that's signed by Lincoln and Secretary
of State William Seward will be displayed between June 15 and July 6. The original document is kept in the
National Archives in Washington, D.C. (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum photo via AP)

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate passed a bill
Tuesday that would make Juneteenth, or June 19th,
a federal holiday commemorating the end of sla-
very in the United States.

The bill would lead to Juneteenth becoming
the 12th federal holiday. It is expected to easily pass
the House, which would send it to President Joe
Biden for his signature.

Juneteenth commemorates when the last en-
slaved African Americans learned they were free.
Confederate soldiers surrendered in April 1865, but
word didn’t reach the last enslaved Black people
until June 19, when Union soldiers brought the news
of freedom to Galveston, Texas. That was also about
two and a half years after the Emancipation Procla-
mation freeing slaves in the Southern states.

“Making Juneteenth a federal holiday is a ma-
jor step forward to recognize the wrongs of the
past,” said Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer,
D-N.Y. “But we must continue to work to ensure
equal justice and fulfill the promise of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation and our Constitution.”

The Senate passed the bill under a unanimous
consent agreement that expedites the process for
considering legislation. It takes just one senator’s
objection to block such agreements.

Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis., had objected in the
previous Congress to a bill to celebrate Juneteenth

as a federal holiday because of the cost and lack of
debate, he said. Johnson noted that he has sup-
ported resolutions recognizing the significance of
Juneteenth, but he was concerned the new holiday
would give federal employees another day off at a
cost of about $600 million per year.

“While it still seems strange that having tax-
payers provide federal employees paid time off is
now required to celebrate the end of slavery, it is
clear that there is no appetite in Congress to fur-
ther discuss the matter. Therefore, I do not intend
to object,” Johnson said in a statement before
Tuesday’s vote.

The bill is sponsored by Sen. Edward Markey,
D-Mass., and had 60 co-sponsors. He tweeted Mon-
day: “We have a long road towards racial justice in
the United States and we cannot get there without
acknowledging our nation’s original sin of slavery.
It is long past time to make Juneteenth a federal
holiday.”

The vast majority of states recognize
Juneteenth as a holiday or have an official obser-
vance of the day, and most states hold celebrations.
Juneteenth is a paid holiday for state employees in
Texas, New York, Virginia and Washington.

Under the legislation, the federal holiday
would be known as Juneteenth National Indepen-
dence Day.

Gov. Abbott signs bill that bans certain
classroom discussions on race, racism

by Biba Adams | THE GRIO

(GRIO) - Governor Greg Abbott has signed into
law legislation that will dictate how its educators
discuss current events, particularly race and racism,
making Texas the latest Republican-led state aim-
ing to ban the teaching of “critical race theory.”

The law goes into effect on September 1st and
bans the teaching of The New York Times’ acclaimed
The 1619 Project, the initiative borne from its Sun-
day magazine’s notable August 2019 collection of
essays, released in commemoration of the arrival
of the first enslaved Africans to America. Developed
by Nikole Hannah-Jones — whose introductory
piece has since won the 2020 Pulitzer Prize for Com-
mentary — The 1619 Project “aims to reframe the
country’s history by placing the consequences of
slavery and the contributions of Black Americans
at the very center of the United States’ national
narrative.”

Conservatives have pushed back against the
project, assailing its accuracy and alleging it makes
white people feel guilty for their privilege. Support-
ers of the legislation were concerned that critical
race theory “unfairly” blames white people for his-
torical wrongs and distorts the accomplishments of
the founding fathers.

But the Texas chapter of the American Federa-
tion of Teachers issued a statement against the bill
in May, writing, “The bill is part of a national move-

ment by conservatives trying to sow a narrative of stu-
dents being indoctrinated by teachers. Our members
rightfully have expressed outrage against this insult of
their professionalism to provide balanced conversa-
tions with students on controversial issues.”

The bill states that teachers cannot be “com-
pelled” to discuss current events and if they do, they
must “give deference to both sides.” That note has
been interpreted to aim at classroom discussions
about Black Lives Matter or racial issues in America.
Opponents say it will cause teachers to have to
equivocate on important issues or not discuss them
at all, making for less-informed students.

Tennessee and Idaho have also passed laws
banning the teaching of the project and critical race
theory from K-12 schools and public universities.

Texas Democrats managed to add a list of ad-
ditional historical documents written by women and
people of color to the list of founding documents
included in the bill. Additionally, the bill mandates
students must be taught “the history of white su-
premacy, including but not limited to the institu-
tion of slavery, the eugenics movement, and the Ku
Klux Klan and the ways in which it is morally wrong.”

The bill also prohibits teachers from being
trained on critical race theory and prohibits

students from getting credit from participat-
ing in protests or other activism.



Page 4 ~ THE VILLAGER/June 18, 2021                                THE COURIER                                    www.theaustinvillager.com

Gov. Greg Abbott said Texas Lawmakers Would Prioritize workers
in 2021. Advocates Say the Working Class was Largely Left Behind.

(TEXAS TRIBUNE) -
When the 2021 Texas
legislative session kicked
off in January, the state’s
unemployment rate in
Texas was 6.8% — well
above the 3.7% rate
from before the begin-
ning of the pandemic
here.

In response, Gov.
Greg Abbott publicly de-
clared in his State of the
State address that “hard-
working Texans are at the
forefront of our agenda
this legislative session.”

But with the session
now past, workers’ advo-
cacy groups say that
workers were left behind.

It wasn’t a matter
of bills not being intro-
duced, according to the
Texas AFL-CIO’s legisla-
tive director René Lara.
At the beginning of the
session, legislators filed
bills on unemployment
insurance, workers’
compensation and
health care access — all

by Megan Munce
Texas Tribune

pieces of legislation Lara
called “pro-worker.”

Some of those bills
passed. That includes
Senate Bill 22, which
makes it easier for pub-
lic safety employees
who contracted COVID-
19 to receive workers’
compensation, and
House Bill 133, which
extends Medicaid cover-
age for mothers. Several
others did not.

Bills similar to SB 22
that would have applied
to other essential work-
ers, such as nurses,
stalled in legislative
committees. So did
House Bill 3460, which
would have created a
grant program for Texans
who were affected by
the 2021 winter storm.

The session also
saw perennially futile
attempts to increase the
minimum wage in Texas
above the $7.25 an hour
rate set at the federal
level. Democrats in Con-
gress have also gained
little traction in increas-
ing the federal minimum

wage since President Joe
Biden took office in
January.

“Raising the mini-
mum wage, in my view,
will only take jobs away
from people, will only
hurt business,” Republi-
can Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick
said at a Texas Business
Leadership Council
event, according to The
Dallas Morning News.
“So that’s not something
I think is going to hap-

pen.”
State Rep. Trey

Martinez Fischer, D-San
Antonio, has spent sev-
eral sessions pushing
bills that would raise the
state minimum wage or
allow voters to decide to
do so. His latest attempt,
House Bill 1827, never
got a committee hear-
ing.

Lara said that not
raising the minimum
wage this year in par-

ticular could make it dif-
ficult for many busi-
nesses to attract em-
ployees willing to work
during a pandemic for
just $7.25 an hour.

Such a wage is far
below the $14.01 a
single adult Texan with
no children needs to
earn to maintain a nor-
mal standard of living in
the state, according to
the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology’s liv-

ing wage calculator.
On top of not pass-

ing bills that could help
workers, advocates said
they had to stave off
other bills that could
potentially hurt them.

During the session,
Stephanie Gharakhanian,
special counsel for the
Workers Defense Project,
said she spent more time
defending what rights
workers do have rather
than fighting for ex-
panded protections.

Overall, Lara ap-
praised the session as
“dismal” for workers,
made even worse by
Abbott’s decision to with-
draw from federal unem-
ployment assistance pro-
grams after June 26.

Abbott’s office did
not respond to requests
for comment.

Though this session
wasn’t uncommonly un-
productive for workers,
Lara said, it felt worse
given all the hurdles
brought upon by the
pandemic that weren’t
addressed in the end.

Construction workers in downtown Austin.
Credit: Shelby Knowles for The Texas Tribune

Fraud Alert: How to
Protect Yourself from

COVID-19 Scams

(NNPA) - As America continues to distribute
COVID-19 vaccines, prioritizing and educating the most
at-risk populations about vaccines is crucial to tack-
ling the pandemic. COVID-19 has further exposed the
racial  and ethnic health inequities in the United States.
According to a KFF report, people of color, including
older adults and others on Medicare, account for dis-
proportionate rates of COVID-19 cases, hospitaliza-
tions, and deaths. Reaching higher vaccination rates
in Black communities will play a key role in mitigating
the disproportionate impacts of the virus for people
of color and prevent widening racial disparities.

The increased demand for COVID-19 vaccinations
in the United States, along with the need to educate
various groups and communities about the vaccine,
has also created opportunities for fraudulent activity.
Scams related to COVID-19 have become increasingly
common. Scammers are using telemarketing calls, so-
cial media, texts, and door-to-door visits for monetary
gain. Seniors and those with a higher risk of serious
illness from COVID-19 are being targeted in an attempt
to bill Medicare for fraudulent tests and treatments
and illegally collect money and Medicare numbers.

The Black Coalition Against COVID-19 (BCAC) is
an organization that is keeping African Americans up-
to-date on the pandemic. The BCAC has hosted sev-
eral Facebook Live events to help Black Americans
make informed decisions about COVID-19.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the De-
partment of Health and Humans Services Office of In-
spector General (HHS-OIG), and the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services (CMS) are urging the pub-
lic to be aware of potential indicators of fraudulent
activity. Common indicators include the following: Ad-
vertisements or offers for early access to a vaccine
upon a deposit payment or fee; Requests asking an
individual to pay out of pocket to obtain a vaccine or
to put their name on a COVID-19 vaccine waiting list;
Offers for additional medical testing when obtaining a
vaccine; People offering to sell or ship doses of a vac-
cine in exchange for a fee;  and Unsolicited e-mails or
phone calls from someone claiming to be from a medi-
cal office, insurance company, or COVID-19 vaccine
center to determine eligibility.

Do not give your personal or financial informa-
tion to anyone claiming to offer HHS grants related to
COVID-19.

If you suspect COVID-19 healthcare fraud, report
it immediately online, or call 800-HHS-TIPS (800-447-
8477).

By Dena Vang, Milwaukee Courier

City of Austin helps launch U.S. Plastics Pact Roadmap to 2025,
Driving National Strategy to Achieve Circular Economy Goals

Austin, Texas
(austintexas.gov) –To-
day, Austin Resource Re-
covery and the City of
Austin helped launch the
U.S. Plastics Pact's
Roadmap to 2025, an ag-
gressive national strat-
egy outlining how the
U.S. Pact and City of Aus-
tin, along with nearly
100 government enti-
ties, companies, NGO’s,
research institutions and
other stakeholders,
known as Activators, will
achieve each of the
Pact’s four 2025 targets
through specific actions,
responsibilities and in-
terim timeframes to re-
alize a circular economy
for plastics in the United
States by 2025.

Launched in August
2020, the U.S. Plastics
Pact is a consortium led
by The Recycling Part-
nership and World Wild-
life Fund (WWF) as part
of the Ellen MacArthur
Foundation’s global Plas-
tics Pact network, which
unites a holistic ecosys-
tem of cross-industry
stakeholders behind a
common vision and na-
tional strategy to ad-
dress plastic waste at its
source by 2025.

“In 2020 the City of
Austin joined the U.S.
Plastics Pact as activa-
tors, and we continue to
support a national strat-
egy that will create a cir-
cular economy for plas-
tics,” said Ken Snipes,
Director of Austin Re-
source Recovery. “This
roadmap outlines realis-

tic goals and tracks ef-
forts to reduce and man-
age plastic waste. At the
end of the day, we’re es-
tablishing goals and
making commitments
around plastics to create
a greener and more sus-
tainable Austin.”

The Roadmap will
guide the City of Austin
towards eliminating
plastic waste to achieve
the Pact’s four 2025 tar-
gets:

Define a list of
packaging to be desig-
nated as problematic or
unnecessary by 2021
and take measures to
eliminate them by 2025.

100% of plastic
packaging will be reus-
able, recyclable, or
compostable by 2025.

By 2025, undertake
ambitious actions to ef-
fectively recycle or com-
post 50% of plastic pack-
aging.

By 2025, the aver-
age recycled content or
responsibly sourced bio-
based content in plastic
packaging will be 30%.

To support these
goals, the City of Austin
recently committed to:

Developing internal
policy to limit, restrict, or
prohibit the purchase of
problematic and unnec-
essary plastics, and pro-
viding ongoing educa-
tion of plastic purchasing
policy to City of Austin
staff.

Offering consulting
services to businesses
interested in
transitioning to a circu-

lar business model, and
encouraging and
incentivizing businesses
to establish reuse mod-
els.

Supporting re-
search and development
of new innovations in
reusable, recyclable, or
compostable plastic
packaging.

D e t e r m i n i n g
Austin’s capture rate of
plastics by 2022 and set-
ting a quantitative target
for increasing this cap-
ture rate by 2025.

Setting a target for
replacing virgin plastic
materials with materials
made from at least 30%
post-consumer recycled
content and joining the
Government Recycling
Demand Champions
Program.

Adding plastics pol-
lution education to the
City of Austin’s Genera-
tion Zero program for K-
12 education, increasing
education about plastic
film recycling drop-off
options, and measuring
the impact of both pub-
lic education efforts.

The U.S. Pact ’s
Roadmap is designed to
kick-start action and
help U.S. industry lead-
ers and packaging pro-
ducers develop a na-
tional strategy, advance
shared goals, and mea-
sure its progress
through annual report-
ing. This national strat-
egy supports the goals
of companies and orga-
nizations through shar-
ing knowledge, opti-

mizing investments,
identifying gaps, over-
coming systemic barri-
ers, and implementing
policies.

“The current state
of U.S. infrastructure,
coupled with the lack of
incentives to utilize re-
cycled content in plastic
packaging, have put im-
mense strain on the
value chain,” said Emily
Tipaldo, Executive Direc-
tor of the U.S. Plastics
Pact. “The Roadmap is
designed to help U.S. in-
dustry leaders act on the
significant, systemwide
change needed to real-
ize a circular economy
for plastics by 2025. The
timeframe is short, and
the workload is im-
mense, but if we choose
to do nothing, the vi-
sions of a circular
economy across the U.S.
will give way to the sta-
tus quo. We look for-
ward to working with all
our Activators to drive
this critical change.”

The Roadmap
holds the City of Austin
and other members of
the U.S. Pact account-
able to sustainability ob-
jectives by creating the
pathway to successfully
keep plastics in the U.S.
economy and out of the
environment for years to
come.

To read the U.S.
Pact’s full Roadmap,
please visit
usp last i cs pact .org /
Roadmap. For more in-
formation, visit emf.org/
plastics-pact.

13th Annual
Juneteenth
Rhythm &
Ribs BBQ
Cook-Off

“The Voice” and the City of Round Rock
Parks and Recreation Department announce the
annual  Round Rock Juneteenth Rhythm and
Ribs Festival! The festival will take place on
Saturday, June 19, 2021, from 4 PM-Midnight
at the Lakeview Pavilion at Old Settlers Park,
3300 E.Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock, Texas.
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Wealth Gap Financial
Empowerment and Wealth
Building for Black Austin

(SOULCITI) - With
just over 1million resi-
dents, Austin has grown
to be the 4th largest city
in Texas, and is in the top
15 of the largest cities in
the United States.  The
medium income dispari-
ties between Austin resi-
dents, and Black and
Latinxs continues to
grow. According to the
US Census, together,
Black and Latinx make
up 42% of the city’s
population. However,
both these groups make
up a disproportionate
percentage of residents
being left further and
further behind. Austin
now has the highest lev-
els of Black and Latinx
segregation in the re-
gion, and the greatest
poverty gaps with Black
and Latinx families aver-
aging 17% percentage
points greater than
white households.

Here are some eye-
opening statistics on the
racial wealth divide in
Austin:

Among households
with no net worth, black
families accounted for
34% and Latinxs ac-
counted for 29%, while
white families made up
18% of the total.

T h e
homeownership rate is
32% for Black Austinites,
35% for Latinx, and 52%
for white Austinites.

The median house-
hold income is over
$72,000 for white
households but just
$40,000 for Black house-
holds, and $44,000 for
Latinx households.

Property values for
Black and Latinx
homeowners are valued
at approximately $170K,
in comparison to $320K
for white homeowners.

These statistics
show the racial inequity
that impacts Black resi-
dents in Austin. But what
does one do in order to
strive towards closing
the wealth divide? Spe-
cifically those in the
Black community? It
starts with financial em-
powerment which leads
to wealth building.

What Is “Financial

Empowerment”?
Financial empow-

erment is being in con-
trol of your money, and
your own financial situ-
ation, rather than your
money being in control
of you.

A misconception
about financial empow-
erment is that it is about
how much money you
make. More money does
not equate to financial
empowerment. Being fi-
nancially empowered
can be obtained by a
person making any in-
come.

There are many
ways to obtaining finan-
cial empowerment,
which include:

Education and un-
derstanding for effective
personal finance man-
agement and budgeting

Identifying and per-
haps changing your be-
liefs and attitudes
around money

Being intentional
about your financial re-
sources

Once financial em-
powerment has been
obtained, the path to
building wealth can be-
gin.

What Is “Building
Wealth”?

Building Wealth in-
corporates efforts to cre-
ate and maintain income
through many sources.
This includes savings ac-
counts, cash and invest-
ments. According to the
Merriam-Webster dic-
tionary, wealth is an
abundance of resources,
including all property
with monetary value or
economic utility.

Building wealth can
sometimes be perceived
as unobtainable in the
Black community. With
‘abundance’ being used
to define wealth build-
ing, many people count
themselves out, without
even realizing that they
too have the opportu-
nity to indeed build
wealth for themselves,
their families, and gen-
erations to come.

Closing the Gap
The wealth gap is

large, and even though
it appears to be an up-
hill battle, the reward of
gaining your own finan-
cial empowerment and

building wealth has
great rewards. Financial
empowerment and
wealth building is one of
the primary ways for
Black residents in Austin
to do their part in clos-
ing the wealth gap, as
well as leave a legacy
and help set up future
generations for success.

When it comes to
taking the first steps in
your financial journey,
attending events de-
signed to educate and
empower Black and mi-
nority Austinites is a
great starting point, in
addition to the ones
listed above. Those
events are often catered
to addressing the spe-
cific needs and chal-
lenges that our commu-
nities face, in addition to
providing knowledge,
assistance and re-
sources.

This June, The Black
Chamber of Commerce
hosted its First Friday
Get Your Money Right
event, to provide infor-
mation on setting realis-
tic personal and profes-
sional goals for busi-
nesses as part of the
business development
series. The Village CoOp
also hosted a class on
trading, titled Learn The
New Rules of Money.
These are just a few ex-
amples of local re-
sources and classes hap-
pening in and around
the Austin area, for mi-
norities, by minorities.

Register Today to
Build Wealth as Part of
Austin’s Black Commu-
nity

June 19th, soulciti,
in partnership with the
African American Youth
Harvest Foundation,
Homes With Hall Realty,
and D. Foster Marketing,
will be hosting a Wealth
Building and Financial
Empowerment panel
discussion. Christie Hall
will moderate as panel-
ist Kobla Tetey of Break
the Box, Ayeesha Green,
personal finance educa-
tor at ACC and Shalana
Poole, Certified Financial
Planner, address wealth-
building, financial em-
powerment, how they
relate  to the Black expe-
rience and more. Be
sure to register today.

by Dawn Foster
Soultiti

After Austin Shooting, Advocates
and Texas Democrats Renew Calls

for Action On Gun Violence

At least 13 people were injured and one person died
in a shooting this weekend in downtown Austin.
Credit: Miguel Gutierrez Jr./The Texas Tribune

(TEXAS TRIBUNE) -
A shooting in downtown
Austin that killed one
person and injured 13
others early Saturday
morning has renewed
calls from Democratic
lawmakers and gun
safety groups for the
Legislature to take ac-
tion to reduce gun vio-
lence.

State Rep. Joe
Moody, a Democrat
from El Paso, said a spe-
cial legislative session
already planned for later
this year should also ad-
dress gun violence. He
added that this year’s
regular legislative ses-
sion, which ended late
last month, fell “woe-
fully short” on expecta-
tions that lawmakers
would pass meaningful
gun safety legislation.

“You can’t write
laws to stop every trag-
edy,” Moody said. “But
the fact that we didn’t
close very obvious loop-
holes that might at least

by Heidi Perez-
Monreno and Karen

Brooks Harper
Texas Tribune

stop some, to me, is un-
conscionable.”

Gyl Switzer, execu-
tive director for Texas
Gun Sense, said Gov.
Greg Abbott should
veto House Bill 1927, a
bill passed by the Leg-
islature that would al-
low Texans to carry
handguns without a
permit. The bill, which
Abbott has not yet
been signed into law,
would apply only to
people who are 21 or
older, so it would not
have affected the
weekend shooting.

“It’s a danger to
have more guns out and
about and to have those
guns in the hands of
people who have not
had background checks,
not had training … and
have not demonstrated
any proficiency in shoot-
ing.” Switzer said.

Rep. Vikki
Goodwin, an Austin
Democrat, also called on
Abbott to veto the
permitless carry bill. She
said in an interview that
although permitless
carry would not have
applied to this situation,

“it’s just the tone that
you set.”

Goodwin added
she would be open to a
special session on gun
legislation but doesn’t
see the conversation
picking up momentum
in a Republican-domi-
nated House that op-
posed several gun re-
form bills this year.

Last year, 34 mass
shootings — defined as
including four or more
victims, including those
injured — were reported
in Texas, up from 30 in
2019, according to the
Gun Violence Archive
database.

“This problem will
continue to get worse
until Texas’ elected lead-
ers have the courage to
address it,” Sen. Sarah
Eckhardt, D-Austin, said
in a statement after the
Austin shooting. “For
years, Texans have en-
dured empty promises
and pointless
roundtables while legis-
lative session after legis-
lative session produces
more and more danger-
ous, unregulated gun
laws.”

Texas’ 1836 Project Aims to promote
“Patriotic Education,” Critics Worry it

Will Gloss Over State’s History of Racism

(DEFENDER NEWS SERVICE) - When Gov. Greg Abbott signed a bill this
week creating what’s called the “1836 Project,” he touted it as a way to pro-
mote the state’s exceptionalism. The name mirrors the Pulitzer Prize-winning
1619 Project, which examines U.S. history from the date when enslaved people
first arrived on American soil.

But House Bill 2497 centers on the year Texas won independence from
Mexico and is meant to promote a “patriotic education” to the state’s resi-
dents.

Under HB 2497, the 1836 Project is essentially just the name of an advi-
sory committee designed to promote the state’s history to Texas residents,
largely through pamphlets given to people receiving driver’s licenses. It will
also award students on their knowledge of the state’s history and values.

But critics are concerned the new project is a part of Republicans’ na-
tionwide push to limit the discussion of critical race theory in schools. House
Bill 3979, now awaiting Abbott’s approval, will limit how Texas educators can
discuss current events and racism in the U.S. The 1836 Project also requires
the promotion of “the Christian heritage of this state.” Another piece of legis-
lation awaiting Abbott’s signature, Senate Bill 797, requires Texas schools to
display the term “In God We Trust” across campus buildings if such signage is
donated to them.

The law does detail specific historical topics that should be part of the
project, including indigenous people, the state’s Spanish and Mexican heri-
tage, Tejanos and Juneteenth. But the legislation doesn’t explain how these
specific topics will be contextualized.

The law will take effect Sept. 1 and expire in 2036. The nine-member
advisory committee will be charged with promoting the state’s “history of pros-
perity and democratic freedom.”

Members will be appointed by Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and House
Speaker Dade Phelan, and committee members must be appointed shortly
after that date.
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African Socializing Abroad

(VILLAGER) - Over
the years, the African
Diaspora population has
seen drastic growth. The
State of Texas has seen
its African Diaspora
population rise to
300,000. As the African
Diaspora grows, they be-
come disconnected
from the way of finding
a significant other.

As more Africans
migrate to the United
States, they detach
from the traditional
way of dating. As a re-
sult, Michelle Dy cre-
ated a modern ap-
proach to courtship,
"As the African popula-
tion relocates to the
US, they are removed
from the institution of
marriage; therefore, I
decided to create a
website called
Africandateabroad.com."

According to the
founder, the website

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon
THE VILLAGER

Democracy Day Protest

(VILLAGER) - June
12th, also known as De-
mocracy Day in Nigeria,
the Nigerian Diaspora of
Central Texas came to-
gether at the Texas Capi-
tol to mark this day. It
was not a day of celebra-
tion but a solemn day to
protest the lack of de-
mocracy in Nigeria. Ac-
cording to the organiz-
ers, June 12th Protest is

Pictured left to right are: Michael, Ogechi, Israel, Michael, Jude.
Photo by Tsoke (Chuch) Adjavon

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon
THE VILLAGER

to hold the Nigerian gov-
ernment accountable
for its governance.

As the Nigerian
Diaspora gathered,
they put a list of action
points that will seek to
make a better Nigeria.
Points mentioned
were: reducing Politi-
cian salaries, provide a
living wage for workers,
freeing political detain-
ees, open the border so
that food aid can come
in, compensating Sars
victims, revert the elec-

tricity tariff, and lifting
the Twitter ban.

The nation of Nige-
ria is located in Western
Africa and is one of the
top oil producers. In re-
cent times, they have
become strong allies of
the United States since
the U.S. plans to get 25%
of its oil from this part of
the world. Nigeria is con-
sidered one of the giants
in the African continent
because it has one of the
largest African popula-
tions on the continent.

serves as a matchmaking
tool that can help to cut
expenses for Africans to
find a future mate. In-
stead of traveling to the
African continent or
other places, the indi-
vidual can find a person

with the click of the
mouse. "Going online
and making good use of
technology in today's
society increases your
chances to meet that
special someone, ex-
pressed Michelle.

Michelle Dy

Anniversary Barbecue

(VILLAGER) - Sat-
urday, June 12, 2021,
the African Caucus and
Diaspora Vote held
their annual barbecue.
It was an opportunity
to celebrate and recog-
nize their members
while raising funds for
the organization. Ac-
cording to one of the
organizers, "since its

by Tsoke
(Chuch) Adjavon
THE VILLAGER

thirteen-year exist-
ence, Diaspora has
sought to get the Afri-
can community more
engaged in local issues
that range from: vot-
ing, attend various local
government meetings
and addressing police
misconducts.

Moreover, the or-
ganizers are proud of the
work they have contrib-
uted because the Afri-
can community had to
learn the importance of

becoming active and en-
gage itself in the com-
munity.

Finally, the leader-
ship understands the
need for steady leader-
ship and bringing like-
minded people in the
African community to
become more involved.
As this growth has come,
Diaspora Vote/ African
Caucus has sought to
channel this growing
community into a so-
cially active group.

Reps. Cori Bush, Bonnie Watson
Coleman to Introduce Drug

Decriminalization Bill

(THEGRIO) - On Tuesday, the Congresswomen unveiled the Drug Policy
Reform Act—a federal bill that would decriminalize drug possession and end
punitive practices in favor of health-centered approaches.

As evidenced by its legacy of mass incarceration, today we know that the
War on Drugs was not as much about solving drug abuse as it was about dis-
rupting Black and Brown communities, and the confession of former Nixon
White House aide John Ehrlichman provided additional confirmation.

In addition to the removal of criminal penalties for drug possession, the
Drug Policy Reform Act would: expunge records, shift regulatory authority over
controlled substances from the Attorney General to the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, reinvest funds in drug treatment and pre-arrest diver-
sion programs, among many other provisions, and prohibits the denial of
employment or employment termination because of drug possession history,
drug testing people who receive federal benefits, and the denial of immigra-
tion status due to drug use.

Photo: theG
rio collage

Sytonia Reid | The Grio
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Apply at HR
Middle Fiskville Rd.

6th Floor,  Austin, TX 78752
Job Line  (512 223-5621
hhtp://www./austincc.ed

EEOC/AA/M/F/D/V

New Jobs for the Week of 06/13/21
Coordinator, Data ManagementNorthridge

Campus
Job 2106016

Technician, Environmental Health &
SafetyLocation as assigned

Job 2106015
Assistant,Admissions

Highland Business Center
Job 2106014

Assistant III, Administrative
Riverside Campus

Job 2106012
Instructor,Adult Education

–Part-Time (75%)
Location as assigned

Job 2106011
Specialist, Building Highland Campus

Job 2106009
Specialist, College Support Services

Highland Campus
Job 2106008

Assistant III, Administrative
Eastview Campus

Job 2106007
Advocate, Student Accessibility Services

Highland Campus
Job 2106006

Coordinator, SAS Intake
MultipleLocations

Job 2106005
Coordinator, Communications/ Social Media

Highland Business Center
Job 2104004

Coordinator, College Prep Programs
-Part-Time (75%)Location as assigned

Job 2105029
Coordinator, NSF Grant

Round Rock Campus
Job 2105028

Specialist, Area of Study Advising
(Student Affairs)Eastview Campus

 Job 2105022

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

Listen Live )))

The Breakfast
Club

AUSTIN, TEXAS

T. L. Wyatt Damita Shanklin

&

KAZI Radio
Thanks you for your support!

88.7FM

Fridays
@8AM - 9AM

Juneteenth Fact

Part of General
Order No. 3

encouraged the
newly freed
people to

remain with
their past
owners.

“The freedmen are
advised to remain qui-
etly at their present
homes and work for
wages. They are in-
formed that they will not
be allowed to collect at
military posts and that
they will not be sup-
ported in idleness either
there or elsewhere.”

-battlefields.org
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Illustration by Jen Garcia, College of Liberal Arts, UT Austin

UT Austin’s
Inaugural

Juneteenth
Freedom

Summit to
Explore

Education,
Housing

and Wealth

WHAT: The LBJ School of Public Affairs and the Center
for the Study of Race and Democracy at The University of
Texas at Austin will commemorate Juneteenth during the
inaugural Juneteenth Freedom Summit: Birth of a New
American Freedom. Speakers will discuss education,
housing, wealth, and why Juneteenth matters now more than
ever, amid a national political awakening on racial justice
and equity.
WHEN: Saturday, June 19, 11 a.m. CT
WHO: Peniel Joseph, scholar of race and democracy, LBJ
School of Public Affairs
Richard Reddick, Associate Dean, College of Education
Sylvester Turner, Houston Mayor
Annette Gordon-Reed, historian and Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of “On Juneteenth”
WHERE: The event is free and open to the public. It will be
held via Zoom Webinar. Registration is required.
BACKGROUND: Juneteenth commemorates the end of
slavery in the United States, when federal troops informed
enslaved Black Americans in Galveston, Texas, of their
freedom on June 19, 1865 — more than 2½ years after the
Emancipation Proclamation was issued. Texas was the last
state to free enslaved African Americans.

Want a job? Employers say: Talk to the computer
By MATT O'BRIEN | ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dana Anthony works at her desk at The Daily Tar Heel newspaper in Chapel Hill, N.C., Tuesday, April 13, 2021.
Anthony was rejected after two speparate HireVue interviews for other jobs recently. The pandemic has
heightened demand for online services that interview job applicants remotely and use artificial intelligence
to assess their skills. But the technology also raises questions about whether computers can accurately
judge a person's character traits and emotional cues. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome)

(AP) - A day after
her interview for a part-
time job at Target last
year, Dana Anthony got
an email informing her
she didn’t make the cut.

Anthony didn’t
know why — a situation
common to most job
seekers at one point or
another. But she also
had no sense at all of
how the interview had
gone, because her inter-
viewer was a computer.

More job-seekers,
including some profes-
sionals, may soon have
to accept impersonal
online interviews where
they never talk to an-
other human being, or
know if behind-the-
scenes artificial-intelli-
gence systems are influ-
encing hiring decisions.
Demand for online hir-
ing services, which inter-
view job applicants re-
motely via laptop or
phone, mushroomed
during the COVID-19
pandemic and remains

high amid a perceived
worker shortage as the
economy opens back
up.

These systems
claim to save employers
money, sidestep hidden
biases that can influence

human recruiters and
expand the range of po-
tential candidates.
Many now also use AI to

assess candidate skills
by analyzing what they
say.

Anthony likes to

look an interviewer in
the eyes, but all she
could see was her own
face reflected in the
screen. “I interview bet-
ter in person because
I’m able to develop a
connection with the
person,” she said.

But experts ques-
tion whether machines
can accurately and fairly
judge a person’s charac-
ter traits and emotional
signals. Algorithms
tasked to learn who’s
the best fit for a job can
entrench bias if they’re
taking cues from indus-
tries where racial and
gender disparities are
already prevalent.

And when a com-
puter screens out some
candidates and elevates
others without explana-
tion, it’s harder to know
if it’s making fair assess-
ments. Anthony, for in-
stance, couldn’t help
wondering if her iden-
tity as a Black woman af-
fected the decision.
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