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Cast announced for Will Smith’s
new ‘Fresh Prince of Bel-Air’

(DEFENDER NEWS) - Will Smith seeks to re-
capture the old magic that helped make him a
household name by producing a re-imagining of the
show he starred in, The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air.

Recently, the new cast of Bel-Air, the Fresh
Prince of Bel-Air reboot, was announced. As pre-
dicted, new actors fill those old, familiar roles of
Uncle Phil, Aunt Viv, Carlton and the rest of the cast.

But the new faces aren’t the only difference
between the original and the remake. Bel-Air has
been described as a dramatic retelling that, “leans
into the original premise of Will’s complicated jour-
ney from the streets of West Philadelphia to the
gated mansions of Bel-Air.”

The full main cast has officially been an-
nounced for the new iteration which will be broad-
cast by Peacock. The network went to Instagram to
share their big reveal of the new cast which includes
the iconic role of Will played by Jabari Banks, who
was announced earlier this year. The rest of the cast,
per Deadline, includes, “Adrian Holmes (At That
Age) as Phillip Banks, Cassandra Freeman (Atlanta)
as Vivian Banks, Olly Sholotan (Run Hide Fight) as
Carlton Banks, Coco Jones (Let It Shine) as Hilary
Banks, Akira Akbar (We Can Be Heroes) as Ashley
Banks, Jimmy Akingbola (Most Dangerous Game)
as Geoffrey, Jordan L. Jones (Rel) as Jazz and Simone
Joy Jones (The Chair) as Lisa.”

http://austintexas.gov/covid19
| G

ET TH
E FA

C
TS | FR

EE PU
BLIC

 C
O

V
ID

-19 TESTIN
G

 | TR
A

C
K

IN
G

 D
IG

ITA
L D

A
SH

BO
A

R
D

| SELF-A
SSESSM

EN
T | STAY H

O
M

E O
R

D
ER

S | H
EA

LTH
 PR

O
V

ID
ER

S | C
A

R
E

RAPPIN’
Thomas Wyatt

(VILLAGER) - Tanner
Johnson, the speedy senior
wide receiver, running
back, defensive back, kick
returner and versatile
Swiss Army knife at
Lehman High School, is ar-
guably the most electric
prep football player in the
area.

But don’t take my
word for it.

“Biggest Div. 1
sleeper in central Texas,”
tweeted Lehman coach
Bruce Salmon. “Just roll the
tape, the proof is in the
pudding. Rare combina-
tion of talent, work ethic
and all-around great kid.”

After his first three
games, Johnson has scored
six touchdowns. And not
just any touchdowns, mind
you.

Johnson scored on a
102-yard kickoff return last
week against Austin High
after he muffed the ball

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

into the end zone before
venturing out. He also
scored on a 67-yard touch-
down reception the previ-
ous week against
McCallum, a 64-yard run
against Austin High, and a
49-yard pick-six intercep-
tion touchdown return
against McCallum.

He has accumulated
590 all-purpose yards, 40
total points and 30 tackles
(10 per game).

Johnson obviously

can run and has speed to
burn, go deep and stretch
the secondary, but he also
can catch, Plus, he has size
and strength and moves.
He’s the total package.

On defense, Johnson,
according to Salmon, “Com-
petes every down like it’s
4th and 7. If you’re looking
for a kid with the tools to
play corner, instinct to play
safety, and the ability to step
up and be physical at the
line of scrimmage, Tanner is

the guy.”
As for Johnson, he

just wants to play football.
Preferably, college football.

“I’m just a football
player,” Johnson said after
scoring three touchdowns
in Lehman’s 38-30 loss
against Austin High. “I play
whatever coach tells me to
play. Do whatever I got to
do to help my team win.”

Curious, I asked
Johnson, who so far has a
single scholarship offer
from Division II Missouri
Southern, why Division I
schools are late to the
party despite his gaudy
credentials.

“From sophomore to
junior year, I had a big
growth spurt,” said 5-11,
170-pound Johnson. “I
gained like 30 pounds and
grew 3-4 inches.”

Johnson said the key
to his college future is to
continue doing what he’s
doing.

More touchdowns.
More big plays. More ex-
citement.

“I’m not getting too
hyped up,” he said. “I’m
not trying to boast about
myself. I’m just trying to
focus on the task at hand,
and that’s to get in the
playoffs.”

Lehman senior Tanner Johnson scored six
touchdowns in his first three games.

Tanner Johnson:
The Playmaker 2.0

Austin renowned
youth developer

Passes with a
dedicated legacy
See RICHARD
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While many
are hesitant,

the facts remain.
Covid kills.

See 1 in 500
Page 5

FBI Director
apologizes for
system failure

See MONSTER
Page 6

What are YOU
waiting for?

I’ve already told you,
I’m fully vaccinated. I’ve
also told you how disap-
pointed I was with those of
you who weren’t. I’ve al-
ways asked, since this pan-
demic started, why aren’t
more people vaccinated?
Why aren’t we at herd im-
munity yet?

Well, some of my
questions appear to be an-
swered. Or at least, some-
one else, with more re-
sources than I, is asking the
same questions.

A recent report by
QuoteWizard displays the
most prevalent reasons as
to why we are where we
are.

And I must say, the
report is very detailed. No
slouching. The results are
broken down by state and
demographic data. I won’t
go into all that here,
though, just the facts for
now, homie.

Via QuoteWizard, six
key reasons as to why
American citizens aren’t
getting vaccinated: 1) A
genuine concern about
possible side effects. 2) A
sincere disbelief that they
need vaccination. 3) Folks
are waiting to see if the
vaccination shots are safe.
4) Folk don’t trust the vac-
cine. 5) Folk don’t trust the
government. And, 6) Folk
don’t believe COVID-19 is
a real threat.

I, myself, believe #6
falls into the category of
#5; but I’m not here to ar-
gue.

I just would like to
know, of those of you who
are not vaccinated, which
category do you fall un-
der?

If you look up the
stats for our great state of
Texas, you will see that
54% of people questioned
said they are concerned
about possible side effects.

FIFTY-FOUR PER-
CENT!

That’s astonishing!
Especially considering the
other five possible catego-
ries given.

Do you know what
that means? It means the
government is either do-
ing a poor job of getting
the facts to their citizens or
the anti-establishers are
doing a better job of
course-plotting misinfor-
mation.

At the end of the day,
the choice is still yours.
However, to the 14% who
don’t think covid is a real
threat; Please, get your
head out of your ass.
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Reflections on the 20th Anniversary of the 9/11 Terrorist Attacks

President Obama, First Lady Michelle Obama, President George W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush
at the 9/11 Memorial Museum in New York giving honor to those who lost their lives. [Source: www.instagram.com/barackobama.]

By Naomi Richard
VILLAGER

Entertainment
Reporter

(VILLAGER) - On September 11, 2021, twenty
years after the 9/11 attack on America, we stopped
to remember the horrific attack on US soil, those
who lost their lives, individuals left disabled, fami-
lies broken apart forever, and all emergency re-
sponders who died trying to save others.

I was in Boston on a business trip for my com-
pany at the time, not realizing that I had been stay-
ing only walking distance from the World Trade Cen-
ter Bombers. Boston immediately became a crime
scene and all major forms of transportation were
halted.

I overheard a gentleman who somehow found
a van rental talking in the hotel lobby mention Texas,
I ran over and asked if I could ride along. He said
“we’re leaving in 10 minutes,” and another woman
heard that conversation. She ran over and said I’m
going to Dallas but can I ride with you to Houston?
The gentleman agreed, we grabbed a bell captain
and were in the van in less than 10 minutes! To-
gether two mothers and four dads hit the road
amidst total chaos.

We were all strangers to each other, stranded
in Boston and were all trying to get home. Each rider

identified the area of the country they knew best.
The first driver knew the Northeast but he made a
mistake and took us directly towards Manhattan,
the one place I said that I did not want to see. The
van went silent and no one said a word until we
were out of the state of New York…we saw the
World Trade Center still burning. There were clouds
of smoke and we were able to smell the smoke.
Tears fell down the cheeks of 6 adults, uncontrol-
lable tears.  In that moment those smells became
etched in my memory for the rest of my life.

My CEO at the Lower Colorado River Author-
ity went to our Board Room in Austin with a map.
He wrote the names of all employees on travel
and said, “I won’t rest until they’re all home!”
My Pastor, Dr. B.W. McClendon called me every
step of the way on my journey back to Texas for a
status. My husband was scheduled to fly out the
morning of 9/11, but of course all flights were
cancelled before his departure. Our daughter was
four years old and enrolled in Pre-K at St. Mar-
tins Lutheran Church.

After arriving in Houston, I was able to rent a
car and drive to Austin. Once crossing the city lim-

its, I pulled over on Highway 71, kissed the ground
and thanked God for my return.

Like me, the world will never forget 9/11!
This past weekend, President Biden on Twit-

ter remarked, “20 years after September 11, 2001,
we commemorate the 2,977 lives we lost and honor
those who risked and gave their lives. As we saw in
the days that followed, unity is our greatest
strength. It’s what makes us who we are — and we
can’t forget that.”

Others joined in reflection, including President
Barack Obama and President George W. Bush, the
latter of whom was the President during the attack.
President Obama said, “today we honor the nearly
3,000 men, women, and children who died on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and even more who lost their lives
in service to our country in the two decades since.
We reaffirm our commitment to keep a sacred trust
with their families — including the children who lost
parents, and who have demonstrated such extraor-
dinary resilience. But this anniversary is also about
reflecting on what we’ve learned in the 20 years
since that awful morning.”

We as a nation will never forget.

Texas Freedom Network, Texas Rising Action
Announce Opposition to Austin Prop. A

(Austin, TX) - The
Texas Freedom Network
and its program for
young Texans, Texas Ris-
ing Action, today an-
nounced their opposi-
tion to Austin Proposi-
tion A, a ballot measure
that would force the City
of Austin to cut funding
to firefighters, paramed-
ics, pools, libraries, and
more in favor of hiring

an arbitrary number of
hundreds of additional
police officers.

“All Austinites can
agree that our city’s ser-
vices and departments
should be properly
funded,” Texas Freedom
Network President Val
Benavidez said. “Unfor-
tunately, this irrespon-
sible ballot measure is a
recipe for disaster that

will accomplish the op-
posite. It requires a level
of funding and staffing
for the police depart-
ment determined not by
the realities on the
ground in one of the saf-
est large cities in
America but by the po-
litical activists, with po-
litical motivations, be-
hind this proposal.

“The funding for all
of these additional po-
lice officers will have to
come from somewhere,

and it will come at the
expense of our libraries,
parks, pools, paramed-
ics, firefighters and
more. We urge
Austinites to vote ‘No’
this November.”

Prop. A would re-
quire the city to immedi-
ately hire almost 700 new
police officers and several
hundred more in the next
five years, and all with no
additional funding. Not
even the interim police
chief agrees with what he
called the “random num-
ber” of police officers re-

quired under Prop. A.
“Young people

have helped make Aus-
tin the thriving city that
it is,” Texas Rising Action
Senior Director Rae
Martinez said. “Austin
has excellent colleges
and universities, and it
continues to be a top
destination for young
professionals in all sorts
of fields from around the
world. The reality is that
people still want to
come here. Let’s make
sure that when they do,
they find a city with a

properly maintained
park down the street, a
welcoming library in
which to learn some-
thing new and impor-
tant first-responder ser-
vices beyond just police.
We call on young
people, and all
Austinites, to send the
message that we care
about all aspects of liv-
ing in this great city by
rejecting Prop. A.”

Prop. A will be be-
fore voters on Nov. 2.
Early voting begins Oct.
18.

Central Texas Interfaith Statement on Travis
County use of $110 million in stimulus funds

to address homelessness
(Travis County) -

Over the past several
months Central Texas In-
terfaith has been calling
on Travis County Com-
missioners Court to in-
vest at least $100 million
from federal stimulus
funds to address the is-
sue of homelessness.
We commend Commis-
sioners Ann Howard and
Margaret Gómez for
sponsoring a plan to in-
vest $110 million in an
array of projects to ad-
dress homelessness and
urge Commissioners and
the County Judge to vote
in favor of this measure
at today’s meeting of the

Court. CTI clergy and
leaders believe prevent-
ing and eliminating
homeless to be our most
pressing immediate is-
sue as a region. We also
recognize Judge Brown
for publicly supporting
at least $100 Million
from the county to ad-
dress homelessness ear-
lier this year.

CTI has also called
on the City of Austin to
release the $84 million in
stimulus dollars held up in
a contingency fund to ad-
dress homelessness.  This
potential investment by
Travis County should also
send a clear signal to the

City of Austin about the
county’s commitment in
leading the fight against
homelessness with a clear
plan. CTI believes the city
should immediately re-
lease the remaining $84
million in its contingency
fund toward similar ends.

Homelessness in WDC series
[Elvert Xavier Barnes

Photography]
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DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1 75 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service 

                  on YouTube Live. Click the 

                  QR code for Worship Services.  

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

Former teacher and coach at the Texas
School for the Deaf, Richard Black, passes

Richard Black

(AUSTIN, TX) - On
Wednesday, September
1, 2021, native and life-
long Austinite Richard
Black passed away. He
was a former teacher
and coach at the Texas
School for the Deaf, lo-
cated in Austin, for 36
years. Additionally, he
was a certified football,
basketball, track, volley-
ball, and softball official.
He suffered a stroke in
2015, and was hospital-
ized multiple times. Over
the past 6 years, he con-
tinued to fight through
many obstacles with his
health. This past March,
he had to have emer-
gency surgery, and it was

discovered he suffered
another stroke.

Richard was cel-
ebrated by a funeral ser-
vice on Saturday, Sep-
tember 11, 2021 at Mt.
Sinai Baptist Church,
8500 Cameron Rd. Aus-
tin, TX 78754 (512) 451-
0808. The open casket
view was from 12:00 pm
- 1:00 pm and closed-
casket  services began at
1:00 pm . The burial was
held at Cook-Walden/
Capital Parks Cemetery,
14501 N Interstate Hwy
35, Pflugerville, TX
78660 (512) 251-4118.
His body was entrusted
to A Life Celebration by
Franklin in Austin.

'Wendy Williams Show' production delayed
after she tests positive for COVID-19

BY JUDY KURTZ - THE HILL

Wendy Williams
(photo/© Getty Images)

(THE HILL) -
Wendy Williams won't
return to her epony-
mous daytime chatfest
until next month, after
testing positive for
COVID-19 in a break-
through case, according
to her show.

The diagnosis came
as Williams was "con-
tinuing her health evalu-
ations," the "Wendy Wil-
liams Show" account
said in a Wednesday
Instagram post.

"To allow Wendy
time to quarantine and
fully recover and to en-
sure that our produc-
tion abides by all SAG/
AFTRA and DGA Covid
protocols, we expect to
begin the 13th season
of 'The Wendy Williams
Show' on Monday, Oct.
4," the account posted.

Williams, 57, had
announced in May that

she'd be welcoming
back a limited studio au-
dience to her show amid
the coronavirus pan-
demic.

"We need you to be
COVID tested. There's
going to be some sort of
doctor situation set up
here, it's going to be like
a hospital," Williams
told viewers. "We need
you to be fully vacci-
nated," she said.

Earlier this month,
Williams's show said she
would be bowing out of
promotional activities
ahead of the season pre-
miere due to "ongoing
health issues."

In a March appear-
ance on "Dr. Oz," Will-
iams — who in 2018 said
she had been diagnosed
with the auto-immune
condition Grave's dis-
ease — told host
Mehmet Oz of a COVID-

19 vaccine, "I don't trust
it. There, I said it."

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention has said that
while breakthrough
cases, in which fully vac-

cinated people test posi-
tive for COVID-19, are
expected, inoculated in-
dividuals who test posi-
tive for the virus are less
likely to develop serious
illness.

Joy Reid responds to
Nicki Minaj call out:

‘A teachable moment’
by Biba Adams | THE GRIO

(THE GRIO) - MSNBC host Joy Reid made her first
public remarks following fiery messages aimed her way
on Twitter from rap superstar, Nicki Minaj, on her show
The ReidOut on Tuesday night.

As previously reported, Minaj noted that she was
still researching the coronavirus vaccines in a series of
viral tweets earlier this week. In one tweet, Nicki Minaj
suggested that a family friend had become impotent af-
ter taking the COVID-19 vacccine.

Responding to Minaj’s final tweets, Reid accused the
rapper of encouraging the Black community not to get
vaccinated, to which Minaj replied that Reid was “thirsty”
for jumping to “spread a false narrative about a black
woman.”

“For you to use your platform to encourage our
community to not protect themselves and save their
lives… As a fan, I am so sad that you did that,” said Reid
on her Monday night show of The ReidOut.

On her show on Tuesday night, Reid called the
dustup between herself and Minaj a “teachable moment.”

“Essentially, she made public her own vaccine de-
liberation, which according to trusted friends is a better
way to describe vaccine hesitancy, which by the way is
not the same thing as refusal,” Reid told her viewers on
Tuesday as reported by Fox News.

“But by doing, Nicki also used her social media plat-
form and her 22 million Twitter followers to cast doubt
on the vaccine to a heavily Black audience. Needless to
say, both my comments and her series of infuriated re-
sponses went viral.”

Reid noted that Minaj’s tweets illustrates that there
is still a lot of “vaccine hesitancy” among African Ameri-
cans.

“Everything from just being reluctant or fear of po-
tential side effects all the way up to conspiracy theories
about the vaccines that are causing people to refuse to
take them or just delay,” Reid said. “And that needs to be
addressed. Let’s be clear, there are good solid reasons
for Black people to have these doubts.”

(THE GRIO) - A Florida nurse is facing five years
in prison after admitting she threatened to kill Vice
President Kamala Harris.

Niviane Petit Phelps, 39, confessed in federal
court that she filmed herself talking about being of-
fered $53K to kill Harris within 50 days. According to
a statement from the Department of Justice, she sent
several of these video messages to her imprisoned
husband, some of which her children filmed, PEOPLE
reports.

“The videos show Phelps making the threats,
screaming curse words, saying that she had accepted
$53K, to carry out the ‘hit’ against Vice President Har-
ris, and explaining that she would carry out the as-
sassination within 50 days,” reads the statement.

“Some of the video clips she recorded herself;
others, she had her children record,” the statement
continues. “After sending these videos, Phelps sent a
photograph of herself holding a firearm with a target
sheet at a gun range.”

Days later, she “applied for a concealed weapon
permit,” per the statement.

Phelps told investigators that she threatened
Harris because she believes the vice president isn’t
Black. Harris is Indian and Jamaican.

Phelps was arrested over the threatening videos
she sent to her husband, Joseph, who is locked up in
state prison after being convicted of a 1996 armed
robbery and murder of a Miami grocery store owner,
per Heavy. Phelps reportedly told investigators she
didn’t care that prison officials had access to the vid-
eos she sent him.

Phelps’ defense attorney, Scott Saul said she,
“was just venting as she was going through a tumul-
tuous time in her life and never had any intent to carry
out her threats … threats limited to discussions with
her incarcerated husband.”

Florida nurse faces five years
in prison for threatening to kill
Vice President Kamala Harris

by Ny Magee | THE GRIO
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Tackle
Football

This past Saturday
was my first tackle football
game. I was excited the en-
tire day. We arrived to the
field around 4:30 to warm-
up. Kick off was 6 p.m.  The
majority of the other team
was huge. On kick off, they
muffed the ball. I could tell
they were nervous. They
had an athletic running
back that we couldn’t stop.
Our offense was fumbling
a lot and was barely gain-
ing yards.  My coach put
me on kick return, which
made me happy after my
coach put me at tailback.
On the first play, the ride
side was so crowded that I
cut back to the left and
took it down the sideline
for a touchdown. It was a
long run but it got called
back. We lost 16-0 but it
was called.

Summer
Vacation

by Aiden Loyden
Hopewell Middle Sch.

During the summer
my parents surprised my
sisters, my little brother
and me with going on a va-
cation for four days to
Galveston Beach. One day
when my family and I ar-
rived, we went on a histori-
cal sailing ship to explore.
Next, we went on a tour
boat to watch the dolphins
swim.  After we watched
the dolphins, we checked
into our hotel room and
got settled in. Then that
night we went to go eat
dinner.  After eating we
went to a place called Plea-
sure Pier that has many
rides. My big sister and I
went on a ride called the
Texas Star. The Texas Star is
a ride where it takes you
high up in the air and spins
you around super-fast
while you are sitting in a
swing-like seat. Then my
little sister went on a ride
where it didn’t take her
high in the air, it took her
off the ground then spun
her around from slow to
fast.  On day two, we woke
up and got ready to go to
the beach. We set up, put
on some sunscreen, then
we went into the water. I
got on my boogie board
and rode the waves with
my sister. We also dug in
the sand and played with
toys. After the beach, we
went to the hotel to get in
the pool and had some fun.
We visited Pleasure Pier
again to have more fun in
the evening. The next day
- day three, we went to the
Downtown Houston
Aquarium. At the
aquarium we saw all kinds
of fish and other sea ani-
mals. There was even a
water park and water
fountains. Afterwards, we
went to this other amuse-
ment park in Kemah, Texas.
We had to buy umbrellas
because it was so hot. My
big sister and I went on a
ride with a giant mummy
on it. It was shaped like a
boat and the ride went
back and forth. Then we all
went to go explore around
the rest of the amusement
park. After that we went
back to the hotel, swam
again, and relaxed until it
was time to go back to
Pleasure Pier in the
evening. During the rides
that night, I made my Mom
go on a giant Ride called
Iron Shark. It ’s a roller
coaster ride. It takes you
high up in the air then
makes a huge drop. One of
the last rides of the night
that my sisters and I went
on was a ride made for
smaller children called the
Froggy Hop. On the final
day - Day Four, we packed
up and went home. I had
so much fun on our sum-
mer vacation, I can’t wait
to go back!

by Zuri King
Idea Montopolis Academy

Revised
History?

by Tyler Allen
LBJ High School

There is much talk go-
ing around about history in
Texas. Mainly, it is about
how it is taught in the
schools. The problem is in
what to include and what is
to be left out or glossed
over. All throughout time
what is called history has
been revised. It is done all
the time.  It is only to be
done when more accurate
information is found. What
is the job of a historian? This
is what we will discuss. Now
a historian is to record the
actual events that happen.
We must remember that
the past and history are not
the same thing.  The past is
what happened. History is
the story told based on what
happened. History only
changes because different
interpretations are being
passed on. We all realize
that there may be different
interpretation of what has
happened.   Historians study
the past by interpreting evi-
dence. He or she works by
examining primary sources,
text, artifacts and materials
from that time period. If his
or her resources are limited,
their results will be limited
also.  It is said that most
people study history be-
cause what happened to a
society affects what will
happen today and in the fu-
ture.  They look for cause
and effects that help to ex-
plain how and why events
happened.

Hawaii Declares Emergency

by Ruby George
Weiss High School

The state of Hawaii is
having a crisis because of
the tragic flooding.  Since
the flooding has caused a
lot of damage, the state
governor has signed a
proclamation to get help
from other states so that
they can help other people
with the damage that was
caused at their homes.
The bad weather is sup-
posed to continue until Fri-
day and home owners  are

NSBE AP Event

by Lacee Johnson
Connally High School

This weekend I had
the wonderful opportunity
to participate in the yearly
NSBE (National Association
of Black Engineers) event.
NSBE is a foundation made
by and represented by all
types of Black engineers
from around the world.
Their mission is to “To in-
crease the number of cul-
turally responsible Black
engineers who excel aca-
demically, succeed profes-
sionally, and positively im-
pact the community.” The
organization holds a yearly
event that brings a wide
range of Black engineers to
discuss their stories, and
intrigue the youth with
their specific field of engi-
neering. The event took
place virtually on Sunday,
September 12, 2021.
Since I had previously at-
tended the event, I was al-
ready familiar with the
agenda that was to be fol-
lowed. We started off with
an introductory speech
and quickly transitioned
into being split off into
groups categorized by
grade levels for work-
shops.  Due to this, the ex-
perience received was de-
pendent upon the group
you were split into, while
4th and 5th graders’ work-
shops were focused on ex-
citement and enthusiastic
activities, 10th - 12th grad-
ers workshops were fo-
cused more on technicality

based assignments.  The
first workshop introduced
the topic of software engi-
neering and coding, the in-
structor talked about the
importance of program-
ming and described his ex-
perience within the field.
As a group we dissected
codes and learned about
the different types of func-
tions demonstrated on a
group of LED lights. In the
next workshop we had the
chance to talk with a mem-
ber from the NASA (Na-
tional Aeronautics and
Space Administration) As-
tronaut team. This work-
shop was extremely engag-
ing and informative, we
talked about the different
effects space could have on
your body and why, we
learned about ways astro-
nauts combated these
changes, and the instructor
ended the presentation
with multiple videos about
her own personal experi-
ences with space.

My final workshop
was different from the pre-
vious ones, this one was
exclusive to seniors and it
involved multiple engi-
neering college majoring
students from HBCUs (His-
torically Black Colleges and
Universities) to come and
talk about how they got
into STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and
Math) and the benefits
that come with it. The con-
ference was an overall
great experience filled with
insightful, educational, and
exciting activities. Having
the opportunity to talk to
people who walked the
shoes you want to fill is al-
ways a blessing and I can’t
wait for next year’s event!

already reporting their
damage. More than half a
dozen people have re-
ported that their homes
are already damaged in
Maui.  And two bridges in
Wong’s Village, Oahu
crumbled as a cement
truck drove over it.  Resi-
dents say the floodwaters
from the stream below
had almost reached the
road on the bridge when
it gave out.  Maui resident
Mark Alexander found
himself with water up to
his chest in a matter of
minutes at his home in
Haiku. The family dog, Leg-
end was swept away by
the water, but luckily,
found a way to climb out
and onto the roof of the
home for safety, KGMB re-
ported.

Thanks and
Appreciation

I want to say “thank
you” to Mr. Wyatt and Ms.
Youngblood, and the staff
for helping me to become
a Youth Brigade Member
with The Villager News-
paper. I have become
more confident about
writing articles.  I was not
sure if I would be able to
have articles that people
or even myself would be
interested in. However, af-
ter writing almost six
months, I would receive
calls from family members
in another city or state, or
got calls from family
friends, giving positive
and constructive compli-
ments, as well as, sugges-
tions for articles they
were interested in read-
ing. After writing for over
two years, I have learned
that all of my articles are
not of interest to all of my
writings, but there are
others who are inter-
ested.  I like writing about
my love for animals. I have
written about well known
entertainers, civil rights ac-
tivists, teacher apprecia-
tion acknowledgement,
the American flag, the
iGeneration; of which I am
also apart, and children
coping with the pandemic,
home life, and virtual learn-
ing, to name a few topics.
There are other recent
events and stories I plan to
provide articles on.  Cur-
rently, it is my wish that
everyone takes the vac-
cines, remain masked,
and practice social dis-
tancing, as much as pos-
sible, so that all of the
Covid-19 goes away, and
the Delta variant dies.  We
may feel that the past
seems “normal” now, al-
though we are still under
health limitation—the
pandemic remains
present.  Let’s commit to
unity to restore our coun-
try!

by Kaitlyn Cannon
Blanton Elmn. Sch.

Good
Sportsmanship

As an athlete, I spend
long hours training and
perfecting my techniques.
When playing, I try my best
to focus on keeping a posi-
tive attitude because that
leads to good sportsman-
ship. Good sportsmanship
means that players and
spectators are being re-
spectful to each other.
But, sometimes players,
parents, and coaches may
display negative attitudes
when the game is not go-
ing in their favor.  My
coach shared some posi-
tive messages with players
and parents. He reminded
us to think about the over-
all success of our teams.
He reminded us that ev-
eryone involved in a sports
program need to be sup-
portive of coaches, offi-
cials, and players.   He em-
phasized that parent-
coaching from the side
lines is highly discouraged.
He said that cheers from
spectators can have posi-
tive outcomes on the
game. He asked the play-
ers to always be willing to
learn and exhibit positive
attitudes.  Also, he re-
marked that it ’s the
coach’s responsibility to
help players individually
and as they are on the
team.  My team and our
parents needed to hear
those messages from the
coach. I recognized that an
athlete’s performance will
not be perfect every time
and that having a positive
attitude can make a huge,
positive difference in how
we excel.  I am encourag-
ing all sports fans to dis-
play positive   My coach
shared some positive mes-
sages with players and par-
ents. He reminded us to
think about the overall
success of our teams. He
reminded us that everyone
involved in a sports pro-
gram need to be support-
ive of coaches, officials,
and players.

by Ava Roberts
Pflugerville
High School

Basketball

Basketball is one of
the most popular sports in
the United States.  It was
invented by James
Naismith, a physical edu-
cation teacher from
Canada.  Peach baskets
were used as the first bas-
ketball goals and they
were played in cages
made of chicken wire and

by Joshua Moore
Manor High School

mesh.  Basketball started
with the use of soccer
balls before the develop-
ment of real basketballs.
They didn’t dribble often
when they first started
playing basketball.  In-
stead, they would catch
the ball and take a couple
of steps to slow down or
stop. Since then, the sport
has evolved a lot. No one
plays in wire cages any-
more, and the game to-
day demands a high level
of athleticism and skill.
The game is fast-paced
and exciting.  If you don’t
stay involved in the game
while watching basket-

ball, you could miss some
spectacular plays.  Since
the game was invented
there have been many
rules added to the rule
book. The different rules
are:  there can be five play-
ers from each team on the
court.  The hoop now has
a backboard, has an 18
inch cylinder attached,
and is still 10 feet off the
ground. They also added

more lines to the court
and moved them further
back as the level of basket-
ball gets higher.  Lastly,
basketball is the most dif-
ficult sport. There are five
difficult tasks in passing,
rebounding, shooting,
dribbling, and defense.
Other factors to consider
include:  endurance,
clutch, tenacity, strength,
and pace.
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At Least 1 In 500 Americans Have Died Of COVID-19

Sara Boboltz
Reporter, HuffPost

(HUFFPOST) - On March 29, 2020, Dr. Anthony
Fauci went on CNN and told viewers that the
coronavirus pandemic could cause between
100,000 and 200,000 deaths in the United States.
He admitted that he did not like to make a predic-
tion about “such a moving target,” given that “you
could so easily be wrong.”

And this prediction was indeed wrong.
At least 664,000 people across the country

have died of COVID-19 since the crisis began around
20 months ago, according to data from Johns
Hopkins University reported Wednesday.

That means at least 1 in 500 people in the U.S.
have died of the coronavirus, as CNN first pointed
out. Around 0.2% of our neighbors, friends and
loved ones are gone.

Furthermore, the true death toll is likely higher
due to a lack of testing early on in the pandemic
and differences in how deaths are reported be-
tween states. After the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention analyzed case data from February
2020 to May 2021, it estimated that the true num-
ber of U.S. COVID-19 deaths was actually 767,000
over that time period. The total would be even
higher now.

When Fauci made his prediction in March 2020,
the virus was mainly terrorizing New York City, which
had reported fewer than 800 deaths at that point.

A lot, obviously, has changed since then. The
current death toll has been fueled in large part by
many Americans’ failure to follow basic public
health guidelines such as masking indoors and get-

ting the vaccine, once available.
And beyond mortality figures, many, many

more people across the country are known to have
contracted the virus - the U.S. has recorded more
than 41 million cases so far. Somewhere between
10% and 30% of those cases turn into what doctors
and patients are calling long COVID - cases where
the patient experiences sometimes debilitating
symptoms for weeks or months after infection.

Luckily there is some evidence that long COVID
is less common in vaccinated people, and plenty of
evidence that vaccination prevents infection and se-
rious disease.

As of Wednesday morning, only 54% of Ameri-
cans had been fully vaccinated, according to the
CDC.

Octavia Spencer Apologizes
To Britney Spears For

Instagram Prenup Joke

Jenna Amatulli
Reporter, HuffPost

Octavia Spencer with inset photo of
Brintney Spears and Sam Asghari.

(HUFFPOST) -
Octavia Spencer has
apologized for a com-
ment she made on
Britney Spears’ Instagram
post announcing her en-
gagement to fiance Sam
Asghari, saying her inten-
tion was to “make them
laugh.”

Earlier this week,
Spears posted a video on
her since-deactivated
Instagram page announc-
ing that she and longtime
boyfriend Asghari have
plans to tie the knot.

Spencer quipped in
the comments that

Spears should make
Asghari sign a prenuptial
agreement. Considering
Spears has been in a long-
standing fight to gain con-
trol over her own finances
and be freed from a 13-
year conservatorship, the
remark went viral.

On Wednesday,
Spencer posted on her
own Instagram to clarify
her initial comment.

“Y’all, a few days ago
Sam and Britney an-
nounced their engage-
ment and me being me I
made a joke,” she said in
the caption of a happy
photograph of Spears and
Asghari. “My intention
was to make them laugh
not cause pain. I’ve
reached out to this lovely
couple privately to apolo-
gize and now want to re-
store just a smidge of hap-
piness they were robbed

of. Britney’s fans have seen
her through a lot of pain
and she’s found happiness.
We’re thrilled for her. So
let’s show them love.”

She also hashtagged
her post #nonnegativity.

Asghari was a good
sport about the entire af-
fair and commented on
Spencer’s post, saying she
was “very kind to clarify”
but there are “no hard
feelings whatsoever.”

“Jokes and miscon-
ceptions come with the
territory,” he wrote,
alongside some support-
ive emojis.

Spears seems to
have temporarily deacti-
vated her Instagram page
in the wake of her en-
gagement, telling fans on
Twitter on Tuesday that
she was “taking a little
break” to celebrate but
would “be back soon.”

Austin Music & Arts Festival
Sat September 25 @ 11:00 am | Sun September 26 @ 9:00 pm

Austin Music & Arts Festival at spectacular Typhoon Texas Water
Park, on September 25 & 26, 2021.

18500 TX-130 North Service Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660

Texas Fight Rally and Parade

Join us on Wednesday, October 6 for the
Texas Fight Rally and Parade!

About this event
Watch the parade make its way down Guad at 7:30 p.m., then join in

and follow us to the Tower where we’ll send the team off to Dallas in true
Longhorn fashion.

TEXAS FIGHT PARADE
7:30 p.m., Guadalupe between 25th & 21st Streets

TEXAS FIGHT RALLY
8 p.m., The Tower

Be a part of the tradition:

* Hear from the Longhorn football team and coaches
* See performances by UT Cheer & Pom and the Longhorn Band
* Photo opps with Smokey the Cannon and Hook 'Em
* Help us celebrate the best weekend in college football!

Date and time
Wed, October 6, 2021

7:30 PM – 8:30 PM CDT

Location
Main Mall at

The University of Texas at Austin
100 Inner Campus Drive

Austin, TX 78705

Saturday, October 9th, 2021
Texas vs Oklahoma

Dallas, TX

Bryan Terry-USA TODAY NETWORK
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As COVID-19
vaccine mandates rise,

religious exemptions grow
By COLLEEN LONG and ANDREW DEMILLO | AP

FILE — In this April 27, 2021 file photo, opponents of a bill to repeal Connecticut's
religious exemption for required school vaccinations march down Capitol Avenue
before the State Senate voted on legislation, in Hartford, Conn. Religious
objections, once used only sparingly around the country to get exempted from
various required vaccines, are becoming a much more widely used loophole
against the COVID-19 shot. (Mark Mirko/Hartford Courant via AP, File)

(AP) - About 3,000
Los Angeles Police De-
partment employees are
citing religious objec-
tions to try to get out of
the required COVID-19
vaccination. In Washing-
ton state, thousands of
state workers are seek-
ing similar exemptions.

And an Arkansas
hospital has been
swamped with so many
such requests from em-
ployees that it is appar-
ently calling their bluff.

Religious objec-
tions, once used spar-
ingly around the country
to get exempted from
various required vac-
cines, are becoming a
much more widely used
loophole against the
COVID-19 shot.

And it is only likely
to grow following Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s sweep-
ing new vaccine man-
dates covering more
than 100 million Ameri-
cans, including executive
branch employees and
workers at businesses
with more than 100
people on the payroll.

The administration
acknowledges that a
small minority of Ameri-
cans will use — and
some may seek to ex-
ploit — religious exemp-
tions. But it said it be-
lieves even marginal im-
provements in vaccina-
tion rates will save lives.

It is not clear how
many federal employees
have asked for a reli-
gious exemption,
though union officials
say there will be many
requests. The Labor De-
partment has said an ac-
commodation can be
denied if it causes an
undue burden on the
employer.

In the states, mask
and vaccine require-
ments vary, but most of-
fer exemptions for cer-
tain medical conditions
or religious or philo-

sophical objections. The
use of such exemptions,
particularly by parents
on behalf of their
schoolchildren, has
been growing over the
past decade.

The allowance was
enshrined in the federal
Civil Rights Act of 1964,
which says employers
must make reasonable
accommodations for
employees who object
to work requirements
because of “sincerely
held” religious beliefs.

A religious belief
does not have to be rec-
ognized by an organized
religion, and it can be
new, unusual or “seem
illogical or unreasonable
to others,” according to
rules laid out by the
Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission.
But it can’t be founded
solely on political or so-
cial ideas.

That puts employ-
ers in the position of de-
termining what is a le-
gitimate religious belief
and what is a dodge.

Many major reli-
gious denominations
have no objections to
the COVID-19 vaccines.
But the rollout has
prompted heated de-
bates because of the
longtime role that cell
lines derived from fetal
tissue have played, di-
rectly or indirectly, in the
research and develop-
ment of various vaccines
and medicines.

Roman Catholic
leaders in New Orleans
and St. Louis went so far
as to call Johnson &
Johnson’s COVID-19
shot “morally compro-
mised.” J&J has stressed
that there is no fetal tis-
sue in its vaccine.

Moreover, the
Vatican’s doctrine office
has said it is “morally
acceptable” for Catho-
lics to receive COVID-19
vaccines that are based

on research that used
cells derived from
aborted fetuses. Pope
Francis himself has said
it would be “suicide” not
to get the shot, and he
has been fully vacci-
nated with the Pfizer for-
mula.

In New York, state
lawmakers have at-
tempted to make the
vaccine mandatory for
medical workers, with
no religious exemptions.
On Tuesday, a federal
judge blocked the state
from enforcing the rule
to give a group of work-
ers time to argue that it
is illegal because it lacks
the opt-out.

An August AP-
NORC poll found that
58% of white evangelical
Protestants, 72% of
white mainline Protes-
tants, 80% of Catholics
and 73% of Americans
who are religiously unaf-
filiated say they have
been vaccinated. Sev-
enty percent of nonwhite
Protestants say they have
been, including 70% of
Black Protestants.

Across the U.S.,
public officials, doctors
and community leaders
have been trying to help
people circumvent
COVID-19 mask and vac-
cine requirements.

In Tulsa, Oklahoma,
pastor Jackson Lahmeyer
is offering a “religious ex-
emption” form on his
church’s website for
download, along with
links for suggested dona-
tions to the church. The
29-year-old is running for
the U.S. Senate as a Re-
publican.

Anyone interested
can get the form signed
by a religious leader, or
Lahmeyer can sign it
himself if the person
joins the church and do-
nates. He said more than
35,000 people down-
loaded the form in just
three days.

FBI Director Wray apologizes for
bureau's failure to stop

'monster' doctor Larry Nassar
by DYLAN STABLEFORD | Yahoo! News

FBI Director Christopher Wray appearing before the
Senate Judiciary Committee Wednesday, September 15, 2021

(Y! NEWS) - Ap-
pearing before the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee
Wednesday, FBI Director
Christopher Wray apolo-
gized for the bureau's
failure to properly inves-
tigate sexual abuse alle-
gations against former
USA Gymnastics team
doctor Larry Nassar.

Wray's testimony
came after four of
Nassar's victims —
Simone Biles, McKayla
Maroney, Aly Raisman
and Maggie Nichols —
described in stunning
detail the abuse they
suffered and the failure
of the agency to take
them seriously.

"I'm deeply and
profoundly sorry to each
and every one of you,"

Gymnasts Aly Raisman, Simone Biles, McKayla Maroney and Maggie Nichols
after testifying on Capitol Hill Wednesday. (Saul Loeb/AFP via Getty Images)

Wray said in his opening
statement. "I'm sorry for
what you and your fami-
lies have been through.
I'm sorry so many
people let you down
over and over again. And
I'm especially sorry
there were people at the
FBI who had their own
chance to stop this mon-
ster back in 2015 and
failed, and that is inex-
cusable. It never should
have happened, and
we're doing everything
in our power to make
sure it never happens
again."

A report issued by
the Justice
Department’s inspector
general in July con-
cluded that the FBI
made “fundamental” er-
rors in investigating the
abuse allegations
against Nassar and did

not treat the case with
the “utmost serious-
ness,” including after the
bureau was first made
aware of them in 2015.

The inspector gen-
eral estimated that
about 70 girls and
women were abused by
Nassar between the
time the FBI was made
aware of the allegations
and his arrest in late
2016. Wray was ap-
pointed to his post in
2017.

The report found
that the special agent
who interviewed
Maroney in 2015 about
her claims of Nassar’s
abuse did not write up a
formal report of that in-
terview, known as a
“302,” for 17 months.

The special agent,
Michael Langeman, was
fired by the FBI last
week.

The report also
found that during the
Nassar case, Jay Abbott,
the head of the bureau’s
Indianapolis office, was
in talks with USA Gym-
nastics about getting a
possible job with the
Olympic Committee.
Abbott retired from the
bureau in 2018.

In his testimony
Wednesday, Wray said
those agents "betrayed"
the FBI and "broke" the
trust that the American
people have in the
agency.

He said the FBI has
made "significant
changes," adopting new
training protocols and
procedures since the in-
spector general's report

was published.
Each of the gym-

nasts recalled her abuse
and the FBI’s failings
while speaking Wednes-
day before the panel.

"After telling my
entire story of abuse to
the FBI in the summer of
2015, not only did the
FBI not report my abuse,
but when they eventu-
ally documented my re-
port 17 months later,
they made entirely false
claims about what I
said," Maroney said.
"They chose to lie about
what I said and protect
a serial child molester
rather than protect not
only me but countless
others."

She added: “What
is the point of reporting

abuse if our own FBI
agents are going to take
it upon themselves to
bury that report in the
drawer?"

“It was like serving
innocent children up to
a pedophile on a silver
platter," Raisman said in
her testimony.

"We have been
failed, and we deserve
answers," Biles said
through tears. "A mes-
sage needs to be sent. If
you allow a predator to
harm children, the con-
sequences will be se-
vere. Enough is enough."

In 2018, Nassar was
sentenced to a prison
term of up to 175 years
after more than 160
women came forward
with allegations of
sexual assault against
him. He is currently in
federal prison in Florida.



SIDEWALKS ARE FOR 
PEOPLE, NOT CARS. 
If your parked car doesn’t quite 

which can be a safety hazard. 
Keep Austin moving by parking 
cars away from sidewalks. 

Learn more at austintexas.gov/
cleartherow
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Apply at, HR 5930 Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752

http://www/austincc.edu EEO/AA/M/F/D/V

New Jobs for the Week of 09/12/21
Assistant III, Administrative

Hays Campus
Job 2109023

Assistant I, Executive
Highland Business Center

Job 2109022
Coordinator, Employment & Outreach Services

Highland Business Center
Job 2109021

Assistant, Senior Administrative
Cypress Creek Campus

Job 2109017
District Police, DispatcherService Center

Job 2109016
Advocate, Student/Student Accessibility

ServicesMultiple Locations
Job 2109015

Specialist, Area of Study Advising
(Student Affairs)Northridge Campus

Job 2109014
Specialist, RecruitingMultiple Locations

Job 2109012
Specialist, CE Workforce Institute

Northridge Campus
Job 2108061

Supervisor, Admissions & Enrollment
Highland Campus

Job 2108060
Assistant III, Administrative

Highland Campus
Job 2108057

Coordinator, International Programs
Highland Business Center

Job2108045

    The Pflugerville Independent School District
will open Proposals for:

Personalized Learning & Intervention
on Monday, September 27, 2021

@ 12:00 p.m.
All proposals may be submitted

(by mail or hand carry)
to:

Pflugerville ISD
1401 West Pecan

Pflugerville, TX 78660
Attn: Craig Pruett

Proposals may be picked up in person or down-
loaded from the PISD website at: www.pfisd.net.
You may also contact the Purchasing Department

at craig.pruett@pfisd.net

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

vs (23) Louisianna Lafayette - W 38-18
@ Arkansas - L 40 - 21

*Sat, Sep 18 vs Rice
*Sat, Sep 25 vs Texas Tech
Sat, Oct 2 @ TCU
^Sat, Oct 9 vs (2) Oklahoma
*Sat, Oct 16 vs Okla. St.
Bye Week
Sat, Oct 30 @ Baylor
Sat, Nov 6 @ (7) Iowa St.
*Sat, Nov 13 vs Kansas
Sat, Nov 20 @ West Virginia
*Fri, Nov 26 vs Kansas St.

TEXAS
LONGHORNS

2021 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Record: 1 - 1

* Home | ^ Dallas | @ Road Game
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Point of Care Health Services will
be out on Tuesdays in the parking
lot of Country Boyz Fixins from
8:00 am to 1:00 pm. No cost for
almost all patients. Both,
appointments and walk-up COVID
testing, as well as vaccination
services will be offered. For more
information, please visit us at:

www.pochealthservices.com

Minnesota high court
tosses out conviction of

Minneapolis police officer
BY MONIQUE BEALS | THE HILL

On the night on July 15, 2017, Mohamed Noor fatally
shot Justine Ruszczyk Damond while he was on duty as
a Minneapolis police officer responding to a call.

(THE HILL) - The
Minnesota Supreme
Court on Wednesday
reversed the third-de-
gree murder conviction
of a former Minneapo-
lis police officer.

On July 15, 2017,
Mohamed Noor fatally
shot Justine Ruszczyk
Damond, according to
NBC News. Damond
thought she heard a
woman being assaulted
and called 911. When
officers responded to
her call, she allegedly
startled them before
Noor fired a fatal shot.

The reversal

comes after the high
court decided the case
did not adequately
prove that Noor had
acted with a "depraved
mind, without regard for
human life" that the
original conviction
would require, accord-
ing to the case's opinion.

Noor also was con-
victed of second-degree
manslaughter in connec-
tion to the incident. That
verdict will still stand
when the former police
officer is re-sentenced,
the opinion said.

That sentence will
likely be between 41-57

months, a Hennepin
County Attorney’s Office
spokeswoman said to
NBC News.

"In sum, our prece-
dent confirms that Noor
is correct in arguing that
a person does not com-
mit depraved-mind mur-
der when the person's
actions are directed at a
particular victim," Chief
Justice Lorie Gildea
wrote in the case's opin-
ion.

Hennepin County
Attorney Michael O.

Freeman voiced dissatis-
faction in a statement
about the ruling.

"We are disap-
pointed that the Minne-
sota Supreme Court
chose to reverse the

third-degree murder
conviction of Mohamed
Noor," Freeman's state-
ment said. "However,
we respect and acknowl-
edge that the Minnesota
Supreme Court is the fi-

nal arbiter in this mat-
ter."

In 2019, the city of
Minneapolis previously
agreed to a $20 million
settlement with the
Damond family.

New I-35, Parmer Lane intersection
on track to open in early October

By Benton Graham | Community Impact Newspaper

(CI) - Drivers travel-
ing through the I-35 and
Parmer Lane intersec-
tion will need to adjust
to driving on the left side
of the road as the diverg-
ing diamond construc-
tion is nearing comple-
tion.

The new intersec-
tion is on track to open to

Metro Reporter, Austin

traffic in early October,
said Brad Wheelis, a pub-
lic information officer
with the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation.

The diverging dia-
mond will temporarily
switch the lanes when
Parmer crosses I-35, so
drivers will be on the left
side of the road. The de-
sign allows for through
and left-turning traffic to
move through the inter-
section simultaneously.

The design is not
the only one of its kind
on I-35: It has already
been implemented at I-

35 and RM 1431. TxDOT
is also working on a di-
verging diamond inter-
section at Williams Drive
and I-35, which has an
anticipated completion
of mid-2023, according
to the agency's website.

“After the bridge is
in the [diverging dia-
mond intersection] con-
figuration, crews will
construct the median is-
land across the bridge;
finalize pedestrian ele-
ments; install and com-
plete drainage, waste-
water and high-mast il-
lumination,” Wheelis

said.
He added TxDOT

will also reconstruct the
North Lamar Boulevard
and Parmer intersection.
That part of the project
includes implementing
right-turn lanes and dual
left-turn lanes from
Parmer to North Lamar.

The entire project
is expected to be com-
plete in early 2022. It
costs $24.6 million with
funding coming from
Texas Clear Lanes and
the Capital Area Metro-
politan Planning Organi-
zation.

The diverging diamond intersection will temporarily switch the lanes when drivers
cross I-35 on Parmer Lane, so drivers will be on the left side of the road. (Courtesy
Texas Department of Transportation)

HEADS UP!
Hays CISD closes elementary school after COVID-19 outbreak

by: Russell Falcon & Jala Washington | KXAN

HAYS COUNTY, Texas (KXAN) — The Hays County Consolidated Indepen-
dent School District will temporarily close one of its campuses due to COVID-
19 spread.

According to Hays CISD, eight of the 10 district classrooms that are cur-
rently under quarantine are housed at Tobias Elementary, triggering the clo-
sure until Monday, September 20.

Previously, Hays CISD superintendent Dr. Eric Wright said that while he
believes masks should be worn in schools, the district was choosing not to
enforce its own mandates, as several Texas districts have done.

“We just don’t think we have the authority to enforce if we were to cre-
ate a mask mandate,” Wright said. “If students showed up in our district, and
they weren’t wearing a mask… we don’t think that anyone would come in and
actually support that [enforcement]. If we say that there’s a mask mandate, I
need to make sure that 100% of people are going to wear masks.”

Some of Texas’ biggest school districts have imposed their own mask man-
dates, despite a ban on mask mandates in public schools by Gov. Greg Abbott.
Austin, Houston, San Antonio and Dallas ISDs all enforced their own mandates.

© Jeffrey D. Allred, Deseret News
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