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49 YEARS

WAIT4IT
If you’re in the market

for a new home but aren’t
in a hurry to purchase, then
I say wait for it.

If your lease is up this
month, next month, or the
first quarter of next year,
then sign a new lease, if
you can. You want that
new lease to last from the
summer of, through the
end of, 2023.

Reasons being are
numerous. Some obvious,
but some not-so-obvious.

First, the elephant in
the room is obviously mort-
gage rates. Mortgage rates
have fallen from the previ-
ous months. So, there is a
somewhat incentive to buy
a home now, and a good
percentage of people are
taking advantage of this.

Second, take a look
at housing inventory over
the last six months. It has
expanded exponentially.
Back in June, houses on
sale were extremely lim-
ited. Prices reflected as
much considering the de-
mand was exceptionally
higher than supply. As a
quick reference, here in
Austin, we were looking at
less than 1 month’s supply
in home inventory. Today,
that rate has bloated to al-
most, if not more than, 3-
months.

So, combine lower
mortgages in point one,
with higher home inven-
tory yields in point two:
You think that equals a
good time to buy, right?

Not so fast. Your per-
sonal and/or family situa-
tion should determine
that.

But I  pick the
middle of, to late 2023,
for a reason.

Inventory is going to
go up. Home prices are go-
ing to come down. And the
many homes built and pur-
chased in East Austin were
nothing more than rental
properties. The recession
is already killing that.

And don’t sleep on
the crypto-currency crash.
Many homes were pur-
chased using this financial
scheme.

Home owners need-
ing to liquidate said assets,
will be looking to unload
all these properties as
soon as possible to avoid
foreclosure; if not bank-
ruptcy.

With all the uncer-
tainty in housing today,
there’s one thing we can
be sure of. Next year will
be the most ideal time to
buy your new home in
over a decade.
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Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.)

by Mike Lillis and Mychael Schnell | THE HILL
(THE HILL) - House Democrats on Wednesday

elected Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (N.Y.) to head the
party next year, marking a generational shift after
20 years under the reign of Rep. Nancy Pelosi (Ca-
lif.) while making Jeffries the first Black figure to lead
either party in Congress in the nation’s history. 

The shift was no surprise. After Pelosi and her
top deputies announced earlier in the month that
they would step out of the top three leadership
spots, the 52-year-old Jeffries was one of three next-
generation leaders who quickly swept in to solidify
their place as uncontested contenders for the top
spots in the party brass.

The other two — Reps. Katherine Clark (Mass.)
and Pete Aguilar (Calif.) — were also voted into those
new leadership positions on Wednesday. Clark will
replace Rep. Steny Hoyer (Md.) as the second-ranking
Democrat next year, while Aguilar will fill the vacancy
left by Rep. James Clyburn (S.C.) at the No. 3 spot. 

None of the new top leaders faced an oppo-
nent, creating the sense that Wednesday’s proceed-
ings were more coronation than election. But that
did nothing to temper the celebratory tone from
Democrats, who welcomed the replacement of one
historical figure in Pelosi with another in Jeffries. 

Jeffries, for his part, insists he hasn’t had much
time to reflect on the historic significance of his lead-
ership role, saying he’s focused instead on the
Democrats’ transition to the minority and “the sol-
emn responsibility” he’s about to assume. 

“The best thing that we can do as a result of

the seriousness and solemnity of the moment is
lean in hard and do the best damn job that we can
for people,” he told a small group of reporters on
Capitol Hill Tuesday night. 

Other Democrats aren’t being so modest, par-
ticularly those in the Congressional Black Caucus,
where Jeffries’s rise is being cheered as another
major milestone in the long hard fight for civil rights. 

“As an African American, it sends a message
out to this country that it’s time for real diversity
and inclusion. And there are so many people of color
who are capable and competent and can lead,” said
Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Calif.), a 32-year veteran and
highly influential member of the Black Caucus. “This
will be a great image for people of color, and for
Black people and little Black boys to be able to as-
pire to a position as high as that.”

Jeffries has been highly critical of the top
House Republican, Rep. Kevin McCarthy (Calif.), par-
ticularly after the GOP leader cozied up to former
President Trump following the Jan. 6, 2021, attack
on the U.S. Capitol. But this week, as he was set to
be voted into the top leadership spot, Jeffries
downplayed those tensions, saying he’s ready to
work with any Republicans serious about helping
the country. 

“Certainly I have more interaction with the in-
coming Republican majority leader, Steve Scalise,”
he said Tuesday night. “But have an open mind
about being able to engage with Kevin McCarthy —
for the good of the country.”

House
votes to

avert
rail

strike,
impose
deal on
unions

By KEVIN FREKING and
JOSH FUNK | AP

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The U.S. House moved
urgently to head off the
looming nationwide rail
strike on Wednesday,
passing a bill that would
bind companies and
workers to a proposed
settlement that was
reached in September but
rejected by some of the
12 unions involved.

The measure passed
by a vote of 290-137 and
now heads to the Senate.
If approved there, it will
be signed by President Joe
Biden, who urged the Sen-
ate to act swiftly.

“Without the cer-
tainty of a final vote to
avoid a shutdown this
week, railroads will begin
to halt the movement of
critical materials like

chemicals to clean our
drinking water as soon as
this weekend,” Biden said.
“Let me say that again:
without action this week,
disruptions to our auto
supply chains, our ability
to move food to tables,
and our ability to remove
hazardous waste from
gasoline refineries will be-
gin.”

Business groups in-
cluding the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce and the
American Farm Bureau
Federation have warned
that halting rail service
would cause a devastating
$2 billion per day hit to
the economy.

The bill would im-
pose a compromise labor
agreement brokered by
the Biden administration

that was ultimately voted
down by four of the 12
unions representing
roughly 115,000 employ-
ees at large freight rail-
roads. The unions have
threatened to strike if an
agreement can’t be
reached before a Dec. 9
deadline.

Lawmakers from
both parties expressed
reservations about over-
riding the negotiations.
And the intervention was
particularly difficult for
Democratic lawmakers
who have traditionally
sought to align them-
selves with the politically
powerful labor unions
that criticized Biden’s
move to intervene in the
contract dispute and
block a strike.
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Picture Worth A Thousand Words

 by John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

This September 9, 1957, AP Photo shows Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones in the thick of a mob of fellow white students at their racially
segregated Arkansas’ North Little Rock High School. They’re blocking the entrance to the school of six black students. As the black kids
tried to make their way through the crowd, they were pushed and shoved down the stairs and onto the sidewalk. City cops eventually
broke up the altercation —only one arrest was made (not Jones).

(VILLAGER) - They
say a picture is worth a
thousand words.

I concur.
Wholeheartedly.
Look at the 1957

black-and-white photo-
graph of Dallas Cowboys
owner Jerry Jones when
he was 14 going on 15,
standing in a mob of
white students blocking
six Black students at-
tempting to desegregate
North Little Rock High
School in Arkansas fol-
lowing the historic
Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation decision.

Look at the photo.
What do you see?

I know what I see.
The photo repre-

sents a painful time in
this country when pho-
tos and videos of white
people lynching Black
men and police siccing
dogs and turning water
hoses full blast on Black
women and children
and, yes, white students
threatening and terroriz-
ing Black children inte-
grating their schools
were commonplace.

The photo repre-
sents that anger, hatred
and unabashed racism.

According to an ar-
ticle in the Washington

Post that included the
disturbing photo, Jones
was standing a few yards
from where the six Black
students were being
jostled and cursed at by
the mob. The intimida-
tion tactics resulted in
turning away those six
Black students, known
as the North Little Rock
Six.

Attempting to ex-
plain his presence on
that fateful day, Jones
predictably used the
“are you going to believe
me or your lyin’ eyes de-
fense?” His explanation
would be comical, if it
wasn’t so pathetic.

“That was, gosh, 65
years ago,” Jones, who
doesn’t deny that it’s

him in the photo and
describes his appear-
ance as “being a curious
kid,” told the Post in a
revealing interview. “I
didn’t know at the time
the monumental event
really that was going on.
I’m sure glad that we’re
a long way from that.”

No we’re not.
Understand that

some of the white people
in that particular photo
and many others like
them represented the
sign of those times. Like
Jones, many of them are
still alive and harboring
those same deep-rooted
feelings, such as Carolyn
Bryant, the white woman
whose false accusation
set off the lynching of

Emmitt Till nearly 70
years ago. A Mississippi
grand jury declined to in-
dict the 87-year-old
Bryant last August.

As for Jones pre-
senting himself as an in-
nocent bystander, the
Post article wrote that
“the photographs indi-
cate Jones had to scurry
around the North Little
Rock Six to reach the top
of the stairs before the
Black students com-
pleted their walk up to
the schoolhouse door.”

Jones’ defense is
typical. Actually, it ’s
what you’d expect from
an 80-year-old white
man who grew up in the
Deep South and who,
despite paying his Black

players on the Cowboys
well, has never seriously
entertained hiring a
Black man to coach his
football team and prob-
ably never will.

Forget Jones never
hiring a Black head
coach. Put that aside a
minute. Remember, it
was Jones and his fellow
NFL owners who banned
Colin Kaepernick for tak-
ing a knee during the
national anthem pro-
testing the killing of un-
armed Black men by po-
lice. It was Jones who
also threatened to cut
any of his players if they
took a knee during the
national anthem. None
of them did.

Now here’s a

thought. Where did that
photo come from? And
why now? Could it be
that Washington Com-
manders owner Daniel
Snyder, who’s currently
in a battle with the NFL
and threatened to “blow
up” the league if he’s
forced out, is making
good on his promise by
helping out the home-
town newspaper? Just
sayin’.

And please miss me
with the ancient history
defense.

Jones’ actions
through the decades
prove that he is who we
thought he was.

Contact John Harris
Jr. at jdharrisjr
@yahoo.com

 by Thomas Wyatt
VILLAGER Co-Editor

THE “AW, SHUCKS!” DEFENSE

Dallas Cowboys boss Jerry Jones does poor
job in explaining Little Rock photo. (Image:
Sports Illustrated)

(VILLAGER) – Jerry
Jones, owner of the Dal-
las Cowboys, is an in-
credibly charismatic in-
dividual. That is to say,
he can be very interest-
ing at times and ex-
tremely predictable at
others.

This man comes
with a plan. Whether it
works out for, or against,
him is not the basis of
this column, but rather a
testament to Jones’s
thinking.

For instance, when
Jones bought the Dallas
Cowboys, he had a defi-
nite plan to bring that
franchise back to promi-
nence.

Later, Jones had a
plan to build the great-
est football stadium the
world had ever seen.
Which is why sports en-
thusiast refer to the
home of the Dallas Cow-
boys as “Jerry World”;
pun intended.

Jones has a definite
plan to get rid of the
commissioner of the
National Football
League that is widely

known in sports news
circles.

And Jones defi-
nitely had a hand in get-
ting Collin Kaepernick
blackballed from playing
in the NFL ever again.

But it’s what hap-
pened over 60 years ago
that shows how Jones
truly feels about us; with
the “us” being everyone
who isn’t Jerry Jones.
And this points to the
predictability I
forementioned.

For me, the reac-
tion Jones took after the
uncovering of the photo
above is disappointing.

I highly expected a
full disclosure and
longer-than-running-
time, self-indulging yet
southern-styled glorifi-
cation of himself reflect-
ing on a wonderful time
in his celebrated child-
hood.

What I got instead
was the “Aw Shucks!”
defense.

Seriously, Jones
could have said just
about anything and I
would have given pause
to analyze. But not this.

First, Jones wants
us to believe Time heels
all wounds. Jones wants
us to believe Time is
somehow the great
equalizer of trauma in
Black lives. Jones wants
us to believe Time is to

blame for any perceived
misdeeds he may have
inflicted.

Next, Jones wants
to use the “curious kid”
card to play on our adult
sympathies. See, in our
society, we punish the
juvenile less harshly as
adults. Some may dis-
agree with that state-
ment and I wholeheart-
edly understand their
point. However, the
point I am making is
there is a reason why the

news will not give out
the names of someone
who has committed a
horrific crime because
they are under-aged. I
believe you see where I
am going with this, so I’ll
move on to point num-
ber three.

Finally, Jones
states, “I didn’t know at
the time, the monumen-
tal event really that was
going on.”

And, with that
statement, Jones in-

curred my disappoint-
ment. That was, for the
lack of a better word, a
straight-up falsehood.

Jones could have
easily stopped at “being
a curious kid” and I
would never fault him.
Hell, I most likely would
have done the same
thing in his shoes; be
curious. I’ve done it be-
fore, at that age, in many
instances growing up in
South Central, Los Ange-
les.

I just want you to
do me one solid. Look at
the photograph above
again. Look at all the
cameras. Look at all the
reporters. Look at all
Jones’s peers. And even
Jones, himself, admitted
his football coach told
the team not to be out
there.

Of course, it was a
monumental event. A
group of Black kids

showing up to attend an
all-White segregated
school? Of course, that
is what was going on.

I don’t care how
long ago it was and I
don’t care if he was cu-
rious. All I care about is
the mindset Jones had
when the photo was
taken. The fact, that
Jones lied about that, is
very telling to me. Re-
member, this is a charis-
matic man who always
has a plan. And this is the
best he could come up
with?

He’s playing us for
fools. And that’s why I
am disappointed in him.
It would have been won-
derful to hear a conver-
sation about this time in
history from someone
who was actually there.
He robbed me of that.
Jones robbed us all.
Maybe next time, he’ll
just take a knee.

The integration of Central High School  – Little Rock
1957 was one of the most dramatic turning points in
American History.
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DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1 75 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service 

                  on YouTube Live. Click the 

                  QR code for Worship Services.  

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Austin’s Freedom Home Baptist Church
Celebrates 40 Years of Ministry!

By Naomi Richard
VILLAGER

(VILLAGER) - Today we celebrate and congratu-
late the Freedom Home Baptist Church on 40 con-
tinuous years in ministry to the Austin metroplex!
Their consistent ministry, concern, outreach to the
needy and encouragement to the community has
made an impact on our region. The celebration will
take place Sunday, December 4 with guest church
East Wood Community Baptist Church of San An-
tonio and that congregation’s minister, Pastor An-
drew Roberts.

Reverend Oscar B. Howard, Jr., Founder and
Pastor of Freedom Home, serves the congregation
alongside his wife, First Lady Sister Rene Howard.
The two share in the sacred struggle to spread the
Gospel, to serve the needy, to encourage the weak
and to build an improved, livable community.

On August 15, 1982, Rev. Oscar B. Howard, Jr.,
being led by the Holy Spirit, organized Freedom
Home Baptist Church in the home of Sister Mildred
Medearis, with 35 members. In December of that
year, they successfully purchased their initial prop-
erty on Pecan Springs Road.

God opened doors for the congregation, and
they began holding services at the Springdale Gar-
dens Day Care Center and later at the Alpha Sev-
enth Day Adventist Church. As the ministry contin-
ued to expand, they were led by the Holy Spirit to
purchase property at 1144 ¾ Gunter Street, from
the late Mr. J.D. Culp. The word of God was being
taught, preached, and shared throughout the re-
gion.

While content and making a difference in the
lives of their parishioners, nevertheless, the need
for an even larger facility became evident. Pastor
Howard, with the support of the congregation, pur-
chased yet another property, a house at 1146
Gunter Street, which was later named The O. B.

Howard, Sr. Activity Center.
The ministry’s impact on the area was strong

and they continued their rapid growth. To accom-
modate this growth, they purchased two houses on
Oak Springs Blvd.

Then finally, in early 2003, with a zeal for a new
building, they were driven to organize a committee
for the planning of the work. This last and new wor-
ship facility took considerably longer to complete
than anticipated, but the members never lost sight
of the vision.

Work began in November of 2003 with the slab
being poured on December 24, and framing began
in January 2004. On Good Friday, April 14, 2006 af-
ter many delays, Freedom Home was allowed to
enter its current sanctuary, and to have its first ser-
vice on Easter Sunday!

The Austin Villager spoke with Pastor Howard,
who said, “Our ministry has been successful in terms
of having fulfilled the will of God in our ministry.
We’ve provided to the members the gift of love,
forgiveness, and family. We’ve provided the Austin
community’s poor and needy with what’s needed.
Looking to the future, we want to continue to grow
and develop more spiritually and to be able to min-
ister to the community in more ways than we’ve
been able to do in the past.” Pastor Howard sum-
marized his sentiments with: “I love Freedom Home
Baptist Church!”

The vision, determination and persistence of
the leadership and congregation have kept Freedom
Home alive, expanding and effective for these 40
years in the Austin community — bringing hope,
encouragement, and faith to those who attend. We
applaud and congratulate the ministry as a pillar of
the African American religious experience in the City
of Austin.

EAST AUSTIN CHILDCARE CENTER CELEBRATES 70 YEARS OF SERVICE
Ebenezer Child Development Center aka Ebenezer Nursery School

By Dr. Leroy Davis, Guest Reporter

(VILLAGER) - All alumni, friends, supporters,
and the community -at-large are invited to the
Ebenezer Child Development Center’s Platinum Ju-
bilee Celebration (70 years) of affordable and qual-
ity childcare services to the Greater Austin and sur-
rounding areas.  Celebration events will take place
the weekend of Friday, December 9, 2022 through
Sunday, December 11, 2022 at 1014 East 10th Street
and 1010 East 10th Street.  The public is invited.

In the Fall of 1952, the Ebenezer Child Devel-
opment Center (formerly Ebenezer Nursery School),
was founded and organized by the late Mr. and Mrs.
Friendly R. Rice under the pastorate of the late Rev.
Robert L. Rowe.  This nursery school was one of the
early childcare providers that offered affordable and
quality childcare to the East Austin community, es-
pecially for families of color.  Other childcare ser-
vices from the past included: the Howson Center,
Sims Nursery School, and Greater Mt. Zion Baptist
Church.

The Ebenezer Nursery School was established
as a ministry of the Ebenezer Baptist Church con-
gregation.  This ministry filled a void due the lack of
affordable and quality education in the East Austin
Community.  The Center is self-sufficient with its
own budgetary process, governance board, and op-
erational procedures.  In 1986, the Center received
501 (c)(3) non-profit status. The Ebenezer Child De-

velopment Center, originally was housed in
Campbell Hall within the church sanctuary.  In 1996,
the Center was awarded a Community Block Grant
from the City of Austin to construct a new facility
which was built on the current location at 1014 East
10th Street.  The Center was one of the first East
Austin childcare providers to partner with United
Way for Greater Austin, to expand services to par-
ents residing in underserved communities and who
needed quality and affordable childcare services
and family support services throughout the Greater
Austin area. The Center is currently rated as a Four-
Star rating, the highest rating offered.

Celebration Events include the following:
* Friday, December 9, 2022 – Open House from

3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
* Saturday, December 10, 2022 – Apprecia-

tion and Retirement Service for Mrs. Hung Nguyen
for 27 years of faithful service at the Family Life
Center from 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Tickets are required
to attend.

 * Sunday, December 11, 2002 – Annual ECDC
Worship Service in the Main Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m.

For more information, contact the Center at
512/478-6709, email ecdc1952@gmail.com or go to
https://www.ebenezerdaycare.com/   The Rev. Dr.
Ricky Freeman is Senior Pastor of Ebenezer Baptist
Church.
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Doctors and Patients Have a
New Tool to Aid in

Conversations About Diet

Artificial intelligence developed by UT researchers will aid physicians in
discussing nutrition with patients. (Lone Star Circle of Care)

AUSTIN, Texas —
Talking with patients
about nutrition can be
delicate, and few medi-
cal doctors have training
in nutritional science.
But now, physicians will
be able to get assistance
from a new artificial in-
telligence system de-
signed by researchers at
The University of Texas
at Austin.

Nutri is the brain-
child of Marissa
Burgermaster, an assis-
tant professor of nutri-
tional sciences at UT
Austin. It offers clinicians
a decision-support sys-
tem for discussing nutri-
tion with patients in
minutes and making
solid decisions with
them about improve-
ments in their diets.

“Nutrition can be a
difficult subject,” said
Burgermaster, who is also
an assistant professor of
population health at UT
Austin’s Dell Medical
School. “It’s a fast-moving
area of study, with chang-
ing recommendations. It
can be an emotional sub-
ject for patients. Add in
limited time in each ap-
pointment, and it’s a dis-
cussion that is easily
missed. But nutrition can
be one of the most criti-
cal tools in addressing
conditions such as diabe-
tes and heart disease.”

Previous studies
have shown that pa-
tients whose primary
care providers talk with
them about nutrition are
more likely to lose
weight and less likely to
develop related dis-
eases, especially diabe-
tes but also obesity-re-
lated cancer and heart
disease.

Nutri’s user experi-
ence integrates with the
electronic health record
and is designed to
present information

about a patient’s diet in
a way that helps doctors
and patients set a per-
sonalized goal and track
the patient’s progress
between visits. It also
helps draft a potential
note for the patient’s
chart to make less work
for busy physicians and
is bilingual.

The system will first
be deployed at Lone Star
Circle of Care in Austin,
a federally qualified
health center that pro-
vides health care to all
individuals, focusing on
the uninsured,
underinsured and at-risk
populations. A pilot pro-
gram launched this sum-
mer involving about 20
physicians.

“Lone Star Circle of
Care is focused on im-
proving the health of its
patients not only
through traditional
medical interventions
inside the walls of the
exam room, but also
through adjustments in
the social, economic and
community factors that
may impact a patient’s
health,” said Jon Calvin,
chief executive officer of
Lone Star Circle of Care.
“We know that diet and
weight play a significant
negative role in many
medical conditions.
With Nutri, our provid-
ers will receive educa-
tion and resources to
help them discuss diet
and nutrition with their
patients and jointly cre-
ate an improvement
plan.”

The pilot program
for Nutri is expected to
last through 2022 and
will include up to 80 pa-
tients. A study will track
whether patients end up
changing their eating
habits and whether they
feel confident enough to
try new strategies after
discussions with their

doctor.
“Currently, there

are no tools like this any-
where. It ’s one of a
kind,” Burgermaster
said. “I can’t think of a
better place to launch
this tool than in a clinic
network that serves a
community that could
benefit from these dis-
cussions. Nutrition is an
important piece of
health equity.”

A recently pub-
lished study in the jour-
nal American Medical
Informatics Association
Proceedings found that
primary care providers
who used Nutri said the
program made it easier
and quicker to set nutri-
tion goals with their pa-
tients and that the doc-
tors were more likely to
set nutrition goals when
using the program. Fur-
thermore, a majority of
providers said the pro-
gram would improve the
quality of life for their
patients.

“This is an exciting
new tool in our wheel-
house as providers that
will help guide our dis-
cussion on nutrition and
personalize it to the in-
dividual patient with in-
formation our patients
can use,” said Dr. Lola
Okunade, medical direc-
tor of family and adult
services at Lone Star
Circle of Care. “Nutri
also allows us to get
more comfortable with
our talking points on nu-
trition so we can have a
robust conversation to
help our patients meet
their goals and our goals
for them. It gives a start-
ing point for collabora-
tion.”

Funding for the
project comes from the
Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality
and philanthropic sup-
port.

Austin Mayoral Runoff

Runoff election day is December 13th
Early voting starts December 1st

White House says it’s taking Brittney Griner’s
health at Russian penal colony ‘very seriously’
by Gerren Keith Gaynor | theGrio

(GRIO) - The White
House said it’s taking the
physical health of
wrongfully detained U.S.
athlete Brittney Griner
“very seriously” amid
reports that the penal
colony where she’s held
has a reputation for be-
ing racist and homopho-
bic.

Griner, jailed in
Russia since February
and is currently serving
a nine-year sentence for
minor possession of can-
nabis, was moved weeks
ago to Mordovia, known
for its “land of prisons.”
Reports indicate that
prisoners at the colony
face harsh conditions,
including forced labor of
as much as 16 hours per
day. Those who are im-
prisoned are subject to
violent racist and ho-
mophobic attacks, ac-
cording to The Moscow
Times.

When asked by
theGrio during Monday’s
White House press brief-
ing if the Biden adminis-
tration had any update on
Griner’s physical and
mental health given the
known conditions at the
penal colonies in Russia,
National Security Council
spokesperson John Kirby
said that while the admin-
istration could not “get
into much detail” about
her health for “privacy
reasons,” the White
House is “trying to make
sure we have as much ac-

cess and information
about her condition as
possible.

“I can just tell you
that we’re taking that
very seriously … know-
ing where she is and
what penal colonies are
designed to do,” said
Kirby.

The coordinator for
strategic communica-
tions at the NSC ac-
knowledged that “her
representatives,” more
than likely her legal
team, has more success-
fully obtained informa-
tion about the 32-year-
old’s well-being than the
U.S. diplomats engaged
in ongoing negotiations
with Russian officials for
the release of Griner and
another American pris-
oner, Paul Whelan. “But
we’re doing the best we
can to stay on top of it
as much as we can,”
added Kirby.

Concerns over
Griner’s physical and
emotional health have
heightened since being
relocated to penal
colony IK-2 on Nov. 4.

However, the WNBA
basketball star’s repre-
sentation is tight-lipped
about sharing further
updates about her con-
dition. The two-time
Olympic gold medalist
was paid a visit by her
legal team, who said in
a previous statement
that she is “doing as well
as could be and trying to
stay strong as she adapts
to a new environment.”

Her lawyers added,
“considering that this is
a very challenging pe-
riod for her, there will be
no further comments
from us.”

Griner’s agent Lind-
say Colas said in a state-
ment that “despite the
fact she is alone and now
nearing her ninth month
in detention separated
from her loved ones, she
is trying to stay strong.” 

Colas similarly said,
“at this time, we will not
be sharing any further
details.” She is encour-
aging fans and the pub-
lic to continue writing
letters to the star athlete
at www.wearebg.org.

Brittney Griner
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Clarence Gilyard Jr.,
‘Walker, Texas Ranger,’

‘Matlock’ actor, dead at 66
Gilyard, who also appeared in "Top Gun," and "Die Hard,"

served as a professor at UNLV since 2006.

by TheGrio Staff

(GRIO) - Clarence
Gilyard Jr., longtime film
and television actor and
professor, has died at
age 66. Gilyard’s best-
known roles were his
stints on the series
“Walker, Texas Ranger”
and “Matlock,” as well as
in the classic action
movie, “Die Hard.”

Gilyard’s death was
announced by the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Las
Vegas College of Fine
Arts, on Monday, ac-
cording to CNN. He
worked as an associate
professor at the univer-
sity at the time of his
death.

“It is with profound
sadness that I share this
news,” Dean Nancy
Uscher said in the state-
ment. “His students
were deeply inspired by
him, as were all who
knew him. He had many
extraordinary talents
and was extremely well-
known in the university
through his dedication
to teaching and his pro-
fessional accomplish-
ments.”

The cause of death
is unknown at this time.

Gilyard, born in
1955, studied at Califor-
nia State University. He

landed roles in two of
the most iconic action
films of the 1980s, “Top
Gun “(1986) and “Die
Hard” (1988), where he
played fighter pilot Sun-
down and computer
hacker Theo, respec-
tively.

The majority of
Gilyard’s best-known
work came on television.
He starred as private in-
vestigator Conrad
McMasters on
“Matlock,” opposite
Andy Griffith, from 1989
to 1993. Soon after, he
landed a starring role
alongside Chuck Norris
in “Walker, Texas
Ranger.” Portraying
Jimmy Trivette, he and
Norris fought crime side-
by-side on the show
from 1993 to 2001.

Gilyard, who con-
tinued acting through-
out the past two de-
cades, began teaching at
UNLV in 2006. He also
worked at the school’s
Nevada Conservatory
Theatre, directing pro-
ductions. Heather
Addison, UNLV film
chair, called the actor a
“beacon of light and
strength for everyone
around him” at the
school.

“Whenever we
asked him how he was,
he would cheerfully de-
clare that he was
‘Blessed!’ But we are
truly the ones who were
blessed to be his col-
leagues and students for
so many years. We love
you and will miss you
dearly, Professor G!”

COMMENTARY:
“Grateful After the November

Mid-Term Results
By Ben Jealous | NNPA

(NNPA) - A lot of
good news came out of
this month’s elections—
and enough bad news to
remind us that we can
never let our guard
down when freedom
and democracy are at
stake. This year, democ-
racy itself was on the
ballot, and voters made
an important down pay-
ment on its future.

In 2020, Americans
voted not to give Presi-
dent Donald Trump a
second term. He wasn’t
willing to accept his loss
and tried to overturn the
election. The anger he
fostered with lies about
election fraud led to a
violent attempt to stop
Congress from affirming
Joe Biden’s victory.

What did that have
to do with this year’s
elections? Trump tried
to get his people in
power as governors and
secretaries of state so
they could pull off in
2024 what they were
not able to do in 2020.

Voters weren’t hav-
ing it. The “Red Wave”
that Trump was counting
on was blocked. Most of
the secretary of state
candidates running on
Trump’s election lies
were defeated, which
means that important
guardrails against future
assaults on our democ-
racy remain in place.

To further resist the
threat of
authoritarianism, we
must lift up young lead-
ers who will be
democracy’s champions
for this and future gen-
erations. People For the
American Way’s Young
Elected Officials Net-
work is celebrating the
election of young lead-
ers as new members of
Congress from across
the country: Greg Casar
from Austin, Texas;
Emilia Sykes from Akron,
Ohio; Maxwell Frost

from Orlando, Fla.; Sum-
mer Lee from Braddock,
Pa.; Robert Garcia from
Long Beach, Calif.;
Sydney Kamlager from
Los Angeles, Calif; and
Jasmine Crockett from
Dallas, Texas. Dozens
more were elected to
local and state offices,
building a crucial leader-
ship pipeline.

One bright spot
was Pennsylvania,
where voters elected
state attorney general
Josh Shapiro as gover-
nor, rejecting a far-right
promoter of Trump’s
election lies, and voted
to send Lt. Gov. John
Fetterman to the U.S.
Senate rather than
Trump’s hand-picked ce-
lebrity con man. What
has gotten less attention
is the exciting news
about who will replace
Fetterman as lieutenant
governor: state Rep.
Austin Davis, an impres-
sive young Black man
who has devoted his life
to community and pub-
lic service since he was
a teenager.

There were other
bright spots. Democrats
will hold a majority in
the Senate, so Republi-
cans will not be able to
stop President Biden
from building on his ex-
cellent record of naming
brilliant federal judges
who are committed to
justice for all. Voters in
Los Angeles elected
Karen Bass as mayor and
dumped Sheriff Alex
Villanueva, notorious for
overseeing an abusive de-
partment. Voters in sev-
eral states protected ac-
cess to abortion. Far-right
attempts to build a na-
tional “Red Wave” with
racist fearmongering
about crime and bigoted
smears of transgender
people didn’t work,
though they did enough
damage to keep some
good people out of office.

One bit of bad

news came with the nar-
row victory of Kris
Kobach as Kansas attor-
ney general. Kobach
made a name for himself
with attacks on immi-
grants and relentless at-
tempts to restrict voting.
Voters previously re-
jected his bids for gover-
nor and Senate, but,
sadly, he’s back.

So is Trump, who
officially launched his
campaign to get back
into the White House
just a week after voters
said “no thanks” to his
most high-profile allies.
It’s a reminder that in
politics, no victory is fi-
nal. The struggle is never
over. In fact, even this
election isn’t over, as
Georgia voters must re-
turn to the polls for a
crucial runoff between
Sen. Raphael Warnock
and Trump’s candidate
Herschel Walker.

Citizenship is a re-
sponsibility that requires
constant recommit-
ment. On that front, I’d
like to share a bit of ex-
citing personal news.
Next year, I will continue
my advocacy for a more
just and sustainable
world in a new role as
executive director of the
Sierra Club, the nation’s
most influential
grassroots environmen-
tal group. I am delighted
that my successor as
president of People For
the American Way will
be Svante Myrick, who is
just the kind of young
leader our nation needs.
He was elected to the
city council of Ithaca,
New York, while still a
student, and at age 24,
he became the city’s first
Black mayor and the
youngest mayor in the
state. He was reelected
twice by huge margins,
and now he’s bringing
his leadership and pas-
sion for defending de-
mocracy to the national
level.

Can’t Sleep? Have Some Turkey!

It is safe to assume that many Americans know the post-Thanksgiving
meal sleepiness well. Luckily, that blissful, gratitude-stuffed turkey feeling can
still have the same effect beyond the holidays. Healthline accredits studies
showing how a protein-packed bedtime snack can lead to a longer and deeper
night’s sleep. 

Turkey is high in protein, with more than eight grams per ounce. Plus,
Turkey contains an amino acid called tryptophan, which has links to producing
the previously mentioned melatonin. So, if you’re having trouble sleeping, try
nibbling on a delicious piece of turkey — you might even add this snack to
your nightly routine.

If you’ve got a sweet tooth, especially in the late night hours, New
Zealand’s sweet, green fruit makes the list of pre-bedtime snacks that pro-
mote a better night’s sleep! Kiwi is jam-packed with vitamins and nutrients
such as vitamins C, E, potassium, and folate, both beneficial to your immune
system and necessary for a healthy diet. 

Sleep Foundation doesn’t have conclusive research as to why kiwis are
helpful to healthy sleep. But the foundation did quote a study in which sub-
jects who ate two kiwis before sleep found themselves to have slept longer
and felt better rested than the control group. What better excuse to end your
day on a delicious note?

 Sponsored by Texas Childrens Hospital
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Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick prioritizes
property tax relief for
2023 legislative session
by James Barragán | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

(TXT) - Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick on Wednesday
unveiled a list of 21 leg-
islative priorities includ-
ing property tax relief,
improving the reliability
of the electric grid and
continuing to spend
money on border secu-
rity funding.

Patrick, who pre-
sides over the Senate
and wields tremendous
power over legislation,
also said he will focus on
issues like boosting bor-
der security, law en-
forcement, state invest-
ment in mental health
facilities, the Alamo res-
toration, education,
school security and
tightening the state's
election laws.

But at the top of
the priority list is ad-
dressing ballooning
property taxes for
homeowners. Patrick
said lawmakers have an

"extraordinary opportu-
nity" to shape the future
of Texas at the start of
the next legislative ses-
sion, which begins Jan.
10, because they're ex-
pected to have a $27 bil-
lion budget surplus to
spend on state projects.

Patrick said he
would prioritize spend-
ing some of that surplus
on property tax relief in
the form of increasing
the homestead exemp-
tions for homeowners.
In a break with Gov. Greg
Abbott, Patrick said half
of the surplus could not
be used for property tax
relief efforts — which
was a promise Abbott
made on the campaign
trail this year — without
breaking a constitutional
spending cap set on
Wednesday by the Leg-
islative Budget Board,
which Patrick co-chairs
with House Speaker

Dade Phelan. To address
that, Patrick said Sen.
Charles Schwertner, R-
Georgetown, would pro-
pose a bill this session
that would allow law-
makers to spend more of
the state's rainy day
fund.

Abbott did not re-
spond to a request for
comment.

Patrick said he
wanted to spend the
money wisely by putting
it toward one-time ex-
penditures that would not
require ongoing funding
because there is no guar-
antee that the state will
have a surplus again. He
also said he wanted to
leave a "solid reserve" in
the state's coffers.

"We're not going to
spend all the money. You
don't know what's
ahead," he said. "That
would be foolish to
spend every dollar."

The 30-year mortgage rate
has toppled to a 2-month low

by Jennifer Sor | MARKETS INSIDER

(HOUSING) - The
30-year mortgage rate
fell to the lowest level
since September, and
demand to purchase
homes continued to
edge higher.

According to data
from the Mortgage Bank-
ers Association, the 30-
year fixed mortgage rate
slipped to 6.49% in the
week ending on Novem-
ber 25, down 65 basis
points over the last three
weeks and 18 basis points
in the last week alone.  

Meanwhi le,  the

MBA's mortgage pur-
chase index rose 3.8%,
marking the fourth
straight gain. But refi-
nance demand dropped
13%, sending overall ap-
plication volume down
0.8%.

The central bank has
hiked rates by 375 basis
points so far this year in a
scramble to rein in sky-
high inflation. That lifted
bond yields, sending
mortgage rates to 20-
year-highs and causing
existing home sales to
buckle 24% in September.

But expectations
that the Fed will start
slowing the pace of its
tightening has sent bond
yields back down along
with mortgage rates. 

Still, industry ex-
perts are anxious over
the health of the indus-
try, with real estate bro-
kerage Redfin predicting
that home sales could
continue to fall through
2023, and economists
warning that housing
prices could soon crater
as more stress is exerted
on the sector.

(BANKING) - The
U.S. housing market —
which not too long ago
roared to record highs
for home prices — con-
tinued to cool in Sep-
tember. Average home
prices fell for the third
straight month, accord-
ing to the latest S&P
CoreLogic Case-Shiller
index, and at least one
analyst warned of a
coming “collapse.”

The U.S. National
Index, released on Tues-
day, posted a month-
over-month decline of -
0.8% in September after
seasonal adjustments.
The 10-City and 20-City
composites both logged
decreases of -1.2%, and
all 20 cities reported de-
clines before and after
seasonal adjustments.

“As has been the
case for the past several
months, our September
2022 report reflects
short-term declines and
medium-term decelera-
tion in housing prices
across the U.S.,” Craig J.
Lazzara, managing direc-
tor at S&P DJI, said in a
press release. “As the
Federal Reserve contin-
ues to move interest
rates higher, mortgage
financing continues to
be more expensive and
housing becomes less
affordable. Given the
continuing prospects for
a challenging macroeco-
nomic environment,
home prices may well
continue to weaken.”

Back to the Future as housing
market set to crash again.

by Vance Cariaga | BANK RATES INSIDER

That’s a benign
forecast compared to
what others have been
saying. As Axios re-
ported, existing home
sales have fallen for nine
straight months and the
supply of single-family
homes is growing. With
mortgage rates nearing
7% — their highest point
in 20 years, according to
the St. Louis Fed — some
experts warn of a major
housing slowdown in
coming months.

“In one line: Col-
lapse in prices is com-
ing,” Kieran Clancy, se-
nior U.S. economist at
Pantheon Macroeco-
nomics, wrote in a re-
cent note.

Pantheon projects
that existing home
prices will eventually
decline about 20% from
their June 2022 peak of
roughly $414,000.
Goldman Sachs analysts
expect a softer landing,
projecting that home
prices will dip about 4%
in 2023 as “unsustain-
able levels of housing
affordability” continue
to weigh on demand.

Even with the re-
cent monthly declines,
housing prices are still
historically high. On a
year-over-year basis, the
U.S. National Home
Price NSA Index re-
ported a 10.6% gain in
September, down from
12.9% the previous
month.

Meanwhile, a sepa-

rate report from the Fed-
eral Housing Finance
Agency found that home
prices ticked up 0.1% on
a monthly basis in Sep-
tember after falling 0.7%
in August, CNBC re-
ported. In the 12 months
through September,
prices climbed 11% after
rising 12% in August.

The fact that home
prices haven’t already
collapsed in the face of
numerous headwinds
has some analysts
downplaying the threat
of a coming housing
apocalypse similar to the
one that occurred 15
years ago.

In an email to
Forbes, Comerica Bank
Chief Economist Bill
Adams said that “a mid-
2000s style blowup
seems quite unlikely.” He
pointed to the fact that
mortgage underwriting
standards have become
much stricter since the
Great Recession, and
most homeowners have
lots of equity in their
homes and stronger bal-
ance sheets.

“Even so, the contin-
ued pullback in the hous-
ing and commercial real
estate markets is going to
be a major headwind to
the economy, likely hold-
ing real GDP growth to
near zero in 2023 and
leading to a moderate in-
crease in the unemploy-
ment rate from its current
very low level,” Adams
added.

Possible rate-hike pullback
in December but inflation

fight still rages on.
by Howard Schneider and Ann Saphir | REUTERS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The Federal Reserve
could scale back the pace of its interest rate hikes
"as soon as December," Fed Chair Jerome Powell
said on Wednesday, while cautioning the fight
against inflation was far from over and that key
questions remain unanswered, including how high
rates will ultimately need to rise and for how long.

"It makes sense to moderate the pace of our
rate increases as we approach the level of restraint
that will be sufficient to bring inflation down. The
time for moderating the pace of rate increases may
come as soon as the December meeting," Powell
said in remarks prepared for delivery at the
Brookings Institution think tank in Washington.

But, in a speech emphasizing the work left to
be done in controlling inflation, Powell said that is-
sue was "far less significant than the questions of
how much further we will need to raise rates to
control inflation, and the length of time it will be
necessary to hold policy at a restrictive level."

While the Fed chief did not indicate his esti-
mated "terminal rate," Powell said it is likely to be
"somewhat higher" than the 4.6% indicated by
policymakers in their September projections. He
said curing inflation "will require holding policy at a
restrictive level for some time," a comment that
appeared to lean against market expectations the
U.S. central bank could begin cutting rates next year
as the economy slows.

"We will stay the course until the job is done,"
Powell said, noting that even though some data
points to inflation slowing next year, "we have a long
way to go in restoring price stability ... Despite the
tighter policy and slower growth over the past year,
we have not seen clear progress on slowing infla-
tion."

The Fed's response to the fastest outbreak of
U.S. inflation in 40 years has been a similarly abrupt
increase in interest rates. With a half-percentage-
point increase expected at its Dec. 13-14 meeting,

the central bank will have lifted its overnight policy
rate from near zero as of March to the 4.25%-4.50%
range, the swiftest change in rates since former Fed
Chair Paul Volcker was battling an even worse rise
in prices.

That has made home mortgages and other
forms of credit more expensive for consumers and
businesses.

It has not, however, caused any appreciable
impact on the U.S. job market, where the current
3.7% unemployment rate has led some
policymakers to argue they are free to tighten rates
further without much risk.

But it has also had no convincing impact yet
on inflation, a fact that has left open just how much
further the Fed may need to raise rates into what it
refers to as "restrictive" territory designed to slow
the economy.

Powell said that Fed estimates of October in-
flation showed its preferred measure still rising at
about triple the central bank's 2% target.

'LONG WAY TO GO'
Powell noted that while goods inflation has

been easing, the cost of housing is likely to continue
to rise into next year, while key price measures for
services remain high and the labor market tight.

"Growth in economic activity has slowed to
well below its longer-run trend," Powell said. But
for inflation to slow "this needs to be sustained.
Bottlenecks in goods production are easing and
goods price inflation appears to be easing as well,
and this, too, must continue."But "we will likely see
housing services inflation begin to fall later next
year," he said. Citing data released earlier on
Wednesday that showed still about 1.7 job open-
ings for each unemployed person, he said that "so
far, we have seen only tentative signs of modera-
tion of labor demand."

"Despite some promising developments, we
have a long way to go in restoring price stability."

House committee finally receives
access to Trump's tax returns

 (ABCNEWS) - The House Ways and Means Com-
mittee has received access to former President
Donald Trump's tax returns after the Supreme Court
last week rejected his final objection on the issue.

"Treasury has complied with last week's court
decision," said a spokesperson for the department
that includes the Internal Revenue Service in posses-
sion of Trump's confidential tax returns, which he has
long resisted disclosing, unlike past presidents.

The chairman of the House committee, Richard
Neal, declined to comment earlier Wednesday when
asked if the panel had officially received the docu-
ments. But he said the committee intended to see
the investigation through, despite the ticking clock
before the new Congress begins in early January.

 Neal, D-Mass., will surrender chairmanship of
his committee to a Republican in January after the
GOP won majority control of the House in the mid-
term elections.

He said the next step would be to have a meet-
ing of the Democratic caucus. He wouldn't say
whether the committee planned to release the tax
documents publicly.

The committee had requested six years' worth
of Trump's returns as part of an investigation into
IRS audit practices of presidents and vice presidents.

In his petition to the Supreme Court, Trump ac-
cused the committee of seeking his taxes under false
pretenses.

The Supreme Court on Nov. 22 denied Trump's
request to block an appeals court order that he sur-
render his tax returns and other financial records to
the House Ways and Means Committee.

On Nov. 1, Supreme Court Chief Justice John
Roberts granted a temporary administrative stay of
a lower court order regarding Trump's tax returns and
other financial records. On Nov. 22, Roberts officially
lifted that stay.
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More Black families motivated to homeschool

by Laura Onyeneho
DEFENDER

Adobe Stock Images. Credit: Bernard Bodo.

(DEFENDER) - Black
families are taking their
power back and making
decisions about the educa-
tion of their children either
by the traditional route or
by homeschooling. Many
are choosing the latter.

Homeschooling is in-
creasing in the United
States and the demo-
graphic doesn’t fit  stereo-
typical white conservative
communities. A growing
number of Black families
have started teaching their
kids from home, especially
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

According to the Cen-
sus Bureau’s Household
Pulse Survey, 3% of Black
households chose to
homeschool their children
in April-May 2020, and by
October, the percentage
rose to 16%. Even though
many students were learn-
ing virtually, the data focus
didn’t include children en-
rolled in public or private
school.

Prior to the pan-
demic, some Black parents
found that schools were
failing to improve learning
among their children, and
the problem exacerbated
well into the pandemic.

In 2019, only one and
a half out of 10 Black
eighth-graders who took
the national reading and
math exams scored at or
above the proficiency
level. One study found that
students in majority-Black
schools ended the school
year six months behind in
both math and reading,
while students in majority-
white schools ended up
four months behind in
math and three months
behind in reading.

In some cases,
homeschooling is a way to
protect students from other
factors such as institutional
racism and stereotyping.
The Texas legislature battled
over state laws that con-
strict teachers from teach-
ing curriculum or reading
books about race and gen-
der, and with the long list of
mass school shootings,
many families are concern
for their children’s safety as
well.

The Defender spoke
with two experts, Dr.
Cheryl Fields-Smith, asso-
ciate professor of Elemen-
tary Education at the Uni-
versity of Georgia-Athens,

and Dr. Brian D. Ray, presi-
dent of the National Home
Education Research Insti-
tute, to discuss the increas-
ing trend.

Defender: Was there
history in the practice of
homeschooling before it
became popular?

Bray: Yes, and I think
there is a big picture. Par-
ent-led education is the
norm in the history of hu-
mankind. It was not until
the late 1800s in the U.S
where institutionalization
started becoming the
norm. When institutional-
ized schooling, or tax-
funded schools became
dominant in America,
there was a fight against it.
Not everyone wanted gov-
ernment run schooling.

Many historians have
said this and I concur that
these types of schooling
are a lot about control, and
not about empowering
children to read, write and
do arithmetic. In the
1970s, there was the Chris-
tian homeschooling move-
ment giving parents the
opportunity to teach their
religious and moral values
to their children and de-
crease the secular influ-
ences on them. Fast for-
ward to the 2000s,
homeschooling is growing
and but if you get into race
and ethnicity, it’s still dis-
proportionately white.

Defender: Why are
more Black families con-
sidering homeschooling?

Bray: Not much re-
search has been done on
Black families and
homeschooling, but I did a
quantitative study on this,
though it’s not definitive,

we found out that on aver-
age these homeschooled
children are scoring above
average on standardized
test [compared to] Black
and white children in pub-
lic schools. They get the at-
tention, they’re not being
bullied, they are not being
distracted and that’s the
nature of homeschooling.

These parents want
to customize the curricu-
lum for their children,
rather than throw them in
a group of 20-plus students
in a system and see what
happens. They want to use
different approaches to
learning and they want
more time with family.
Plus, many still detect
plenty of unequal treat-
ment toward our children
especially young Black
boys and low expectations
of them. Many parents are
concerned about the lack
of cultural sensitivity in the
curriculum as well.

Defender: Is home-
schooling a way of activ-
ism for Black families?

Bray: Yes, it is. These
institutions make the deci-
sion about the curriculum
students will learn based
on knowledge and infor-
mation and not about val-
ues, beliefs and world
views. Then, you’re sup-
posed to bring your child
and drop them off to re-
ceive this curriculum.
That’s pacifism. In schools,
we say we believe in the
child’s autonomy and
thinking for themselves,
but the whole time we’re
giving these children what
the government or private
organizations think they
should be learning.

On the side of the
parent, they are supposed
to be submissive and pas-
sive. The parent is sup-
posed to trust the school
system. Drop them off on
the yellow school bus ev-
ery morning and walk
away. Now, more parents
want to be involved. They
want to help their children
explore their gifts and
strengths and challenge
their ways of thinking. That
is the whole piece of the
modern homeschool
movement — activism

Defender: How can
you measure the aca-
demic progress compared
to those who are in public
schools?

Fields-Smith: This is a
really complicated topic
that requires expertise in
quantitative research be-
yond my ability. But, keep
in mind that parents’ defi-
nitions of academic
progress will not always be
the same as public schools.
Schools tend to measure
“success/achievement”
through tests whereas par-
ents do not.

Another complica-
tion in answering this
question is that state laws
very a great deal from one
another. Not all states re-
quire testing of
homeschooled children,
for example. States also
use different tests for pub-
lic school systems.

Defender: Does
homeschooling have an im-
pact on social and emotional
behaviors of students who
chose to go to college?

Fields-Smith: Abso-
lutely. We need more re-
search on this, but based
on what I have found in my
limited research,
homeschooling helps Black
children to develop posi-
tive cultural self-identities
and provides them with
opportunities to interact
and collaborate with
people from more diverse
backgrounds then their re-

segregated publicly as-
signed schools would have
and therefore, they are
more able to adjust in col-
lege, for the most part.

Again, much more
research is needed on this
topic to be able to say any-
thing definitive. Also,
home education families
vary a great deal from one
another and so my re-
search is again limited to
say anything definitive re-
garding the transition to
college…this was not the
focus of my research.

Defender: Are there
challenges that Black parents
need to be aware of when
deciding to homeschool their
children?

Fields-Smith: Black
parents need to be fully
aware of their state
homeschool laws first and
foremost before beginning
to homeschool. Some states
allow homeschool parents
to hire tutors, but other
states do not, for example.
This will play a large part in
determining how some
Black families will be able to
homeschool or even if they
cannot homeschool.

If both parents have

to work and they live in a
state that does not allow
hiring of tutors then there
will need to be some flex-
ibility in parents’ work or
in the child’s day. When
families homeschool, they
are not held to the 7 a.m.-
3 p.m., Monday through
Friday school day, which
can be helpful in thinking
creatively how to meet the
requirements of teaching
your own children.

I have found that par-
ents who live in rural com-
munities tend to experi-
ence a great deal of isola-
tion when they choose to
homeschool. To help over-
come this, they have to
travel an hour or more to
find like-minded, culturally
similar homeschool groups
to partner with. This travel
serves as an extra burden
in the homeschool prac-
tice. Single parents also
face a challenge in
homeschooling, but it s not
impossible, particularly if
they live in a state with
flexible homeschool poli-
cies. Single parents can use
co-ops to enhance their
homeschool practice, if
laws allow co-ops to exist.

ANNOUNCEMENT
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC

BEVERAGE
COMMISSION

Application has been made
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for
a Mixed Beverage Permit
and Food and Beverage
Certificate by ELEVEN 11
SPORTS BAR AND GRILL, LLC.
Dba Taterque to be located
at 1202 FM 685 Suite B5 &
B6, Pflugerville, Travis County,
TX 78660. Bobbie G. Mack –
Managing Member & Bobby
D. Mack - Managing Member

Travis County Healthcare District d/b/a Central Health
1111 E. Cesar Chavez Street
Austin, TX 78702

RPF 2310-001 TRPF 2310-001 TRPF 2310-001 TRPF 2310-001 TRPF 2310-001 Trrrrranslaanslaanslaanslaanslation and Intion and Intion and Intion and Intion and Inttttterprerprerprerprerpreeeeetttttaaaaation Sertion Sertion Sertion Sertion Servicesvicesvicesvicesvices
Due DaDue DaDue DaDue DaDue Dattttte: 12/13/2022 be: 12/13/2022 be: 12/13/2022 be: 12/13/2022 be: 12/13/2022 by 2:00 PM Cy 2:00 PM Cy 2:00 PM Cy 2:00 PM Cy 2:00 PM CTTTTT

Central Health seeks to obtain Proposals from qualified vendors who provide
language translation and interpretation services. Services include

• Print materials to include copy for web sites, program applications flyers,
   brochures, posters, all intended for consumption by the general public as well
   as patient facing materials.
• Translation of materials from English to another language as identified in
   vendor offerings. Other languages as needed such as:

o Burmese, Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin and Farsi
• Written translation materials and simultaneous interpretation from English to
   Spanish and English to other languages as identified by Central Health, on an as
needed basis.
• Simultaneous interpretation for events or programming for American Sign
   Language (ASL), Spanish and other languages - on an as needed basis.

Ordering Instructions: Package can be downloaded from:
https://prod.bidsync.com/central-health
OR http://www.centralhealth.net/finance/purchasing
OR http://www.txsmartbuy.com/sp
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The GOP’s same-sex marriage evolution: A slow, choppy tidal shift
By BURGESS EVERETT | POLITICO

(POLITICO) - Thom Tillis has helped ink plenty
of bipartisan deals over the past two years. His ad-
vocacy for protecting same-sex marriage rights still
surprised some of his fellow senators.

“When people first saw me get involved, they
were scratching their heads,” the North Carolina
Republican said in an interview just before the mar-
riage bill passed the Senate on Tuesday.

The second-term Tillis saw the opportunity to
put his own mark on an issue central to LGBTQ rights
just a few weeks after he leaped into summertime
gun safety negotiations that divided the GOP. And
he stuck out as a new face in the gang working on a
same-sex marriage agreement, which included two
longtime Republican advocates in Rob Portman of
Ohio and Susan Collins of Maine as well as Demo-
cratic Sens. Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin and
Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona.

His decision to get involved was emblematic
of a Republican Party that’s divided over how much
to edge away from hardline positions on social is-
sues as it tries to rebuild credibility with swing vot-
ers after a disappointing midterm performance. As
much as some Republicans hope to counterbalance
the chaos of the Trump years and a conservative
Supreme Court majority’s reversal of Roe v. Wade,
same-sex marriage still plainly splits the GOP: Tillis,
Collins, and Portman joined just nine other Repub-
lican senators to ultimately support the bill.

Tillis said that it shouldn’t have shocked people
to see him so out front on same-sex marriage way
back in July: “That’s probably the libertarian side of
me.” Tweaking the bill to allow more religious free-
dom exemptions, he added, helped Republicans
deliver a stronger message to voters “that this is
not about an extreme liberal, progressive end that
would destroy religious freedom in this country.”

“This was about settling something that is on
the minds of millions of people and their families,”
Tillis said. “And I thought it was worth doing.”

Some political evolutions develop over decades,
then accelerate in an instant. That’s how it happened
for Democrats, who were divided over same-sex mar-
riage during former President Barack Obama’s first
term until then-Vice President Joe Biden announced
his support 10 years ago. Obama followed, and the
rest of the party was not far behind.

It’s been a slower trickle for Republicans.
Portman, Collins and Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
were on a fairly lonely island in favor of same-sex
marriage for years. And as he left Congress in 2016,
former Rep. Richard Hanna (R-N.Y.) — another early
supporter — castigated his party for being too in-

tolerant on the issue.
This summer, 47 House Republicans’ surpris-

ing support for the same-sex marriage bill spurred
a sustained push from Tillis, Portman and Collins to
take action — a veritable GOP tidal shift. As former
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-Miss.) put it
on Tuesday: “Times change. And senators change.”

“I do feel that the young populations are much
more accepting of diverse opinions when it comes
to same-sex marriage. And I think this is something
that in years to come is not going to be an issue. It
shouldn’t be,” said Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), whose
state was one of the first in the country to legalize
same-sex marriage.

Ernst and Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.)
are the highest-ranking Senate Republicans to sup-
port the legislation as they prepare to ascend to
Nos. 4 and 5 in GOP leadership next year. Two House
Republican leaders, Elise Stefanik of New York and
Tom Emmer of Minnesota, supported a previous
version of the legislation. The Senate’s amended bill
now goes back to the House, where it’s assured of
final passage but the ultimate number of GOP sup-
porters is in flux.

The bill’s Senate GOP backers are a motley
group, including moderates like Collins and
Murkowski but also Sen. Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyo.),
who objected to President Joe Biden’s election cer-
tification and routinely votes against bipartisan bills.
Retiring Sens. Richard Burr (R-N.C.) and Roy Blunt
(R-Mo.) backed the effort, but fellow retiring Sens.
Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) and Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) re-
jected it. Dealmaking Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah)
joined Tillis, as did Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska).

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and
the bipartisan band of five supporters decided in
September to delay a floor vote until after the elec-
tion; Baldwin and Sinema did not want to risk fail-
ure when they knew they could win after the mid-
terms. By mid-November, recently re-elected Sen.
Todd Young (R-Ind.) was on board, too.

The square-jawed Marine veteran said he had
to do his homework before he came around to the
legislation: “I’m a skeptical person.” But he also saw
an opportunity to both protect same-sex marriage
rights if the Supreme Court ever revisited its 2015
Obergefell decision and simultaneously ensure that
every state “would not be required to sanctify same-
sex marriages in the future.”

“We’re all doing the best we can to get it right.
And I have high confidence that I’ve gotten it right,”
Young said.

LGBTQ advocates chafe at the fact that the bill

does not truly codify a national right to same-sex
marriage, instead repealing the Defense of Marriage
Act and requiring all states to recognize marriages
performed in other states should the high court re-
verse its earlier ruling. Supportive Republicans may
not have gone further than they did, and the bill
only squeaked by Tuesday, 61-36.

Ernst said that she’s evolved on the issue and
believes “in traditional marriage, but [I] understand
that a lot of our population feels very differently on
the issue.” Other Republicans indicated the ultimate
legislation achieved a balance in what they could
support.

“I think marriage is between one man and one
woman. Other people have a different point of view
and people have relied upon Obergefell to make
their life decisions. I don’t think you go back and
unwind marriages that have been performed legally
by various states,” Romney said.

Though Republicans privately estimate per-
haps 30 or so of their senators want the bill to pass,
conservative backlash limited the whip count.
Sinema has cut deals on infrastructure and gun
safety but said that “the attempts to derail this piece
of legislation were probably more focused and ro-
bust than any other bills I’ve worked on in the last
two years.”

“Real credit needs to be given to the 12 Re-
publicans who are standing with conviction on this
piece of legislation to protect religious liberties and
to give peace of mind to families all across this coun-
try. Because the opposition was very, very strong,”
Sinema said.

When explaining her vote on the floor on Tues-
day, Lummis alluded to a mountain of criticism back
home, saying the days since she first signaled sup-
port for the bill “have been fairly brutal self soul-
searching. Entirely avoidable, I might add, had I sim-
ply chosen to vote no.”

Taking flak for stepping into the bipartisan breach
was nothing new for Tillis, even before his summer-
time work with Sinema and others on gun safety. He’d
felt it when he sought to protect then-Special Counsel
Robert Mueller during a high-profile probe of former
President Donald Trump. After initially opposing
Trump’s border wall national emergency, Tillis reversed
himself on it as he sought reelection.

So as this Congress ends with another surpris-
ing Senate deal on the books, Tillis offered some
advice: “Any time you do any bipartisan effort,
you’re gonna get a little heat in either direction. You
just have to keep moving.”

Marianne LeVine contributed to this report.

As much as some Republicans hope to counterbalance the chaos of the Trump years and a conservative Supreme
Court majority’s reversal of Roe v. Wade, same-sex marriage still plainly splits the GOP. | Jose Luis Magana/AP Photo
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