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State Rep. Nicole Collier, D- Fort Worth, the chair of the Legislative Black Caucus, speaks
at a news conference at the Capitol on Sunday May 30, 2021, against Senate Bill 7, known
as the Election Integrity Protection Act. (Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)
by Aswad Walker | DEFENDER NETWORK
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(DEFENDER NETWORK) - Though there are
over 20 new state laws that went into effect on Jan.
1, 2022, the two new-ish laws that will probably
have the biggest impact on Houston’s Black and
Brown communities are the “voter suppression law”
(SB 1) and the “six-week abortion ban” (SB 8).
The state of Texas made national news for what
pro-rights advocates label an “anti-abortion” law.
Since Sept. 1, 2021, abortions after about six weeks
of pregnancy have been banned in the state through
a novel law that allows private citizens to sue anyone who “aids or abets” a person who gets an abortion. That means a parent our spouse who counsels someone who gets an abortion, as well as an
Uber or Lift driver who delivers that person to the
clinic for the prohibited procedure could be sued in
Texas courts.
In a very recent hearing, a federal appeals court
indicated it is likely to send Texas’ restrictive abortion law to the state supreme court, a move that
could add months or longer before the case is resolved. But until then, the law will continue to impact Texas citizens, in particular, Black and Latinx
women.
“There is new research that shows state legalized abortion reduced deaths among Black women.
Throughout the reproductive justice community, it
is clear that this ban will increase a crisis that we
already face in Black maternal health,” said Dr. Kim
Baker, co-founder of the Race Equity Leadership and
Research Collective (RE-Collective for short), a Houston-area, Black women-led, local organization that
seeks to develop young leaders able to take organizations from symbolic, anti-racist acts to substantive, liberating change for Blacks and other people
of color.
The new research to which Baker refers, comes
from a study produced by Georgia State University
researchers that shows reviewed health records
from the 1960s and 70s found that state-level legalization of abortion produced a 30 to 40% decline
in non-white maternal mortality, with little impact
on overall or white maternal mortality.

“Our findings suggest that legal abortion was
crucial for non-white women but not as critical for
white women, said the study’s co-author Lauren
Hoehn-Velasco, assistant professor in GSU’s Department of Economics.
“The larger effects for racial and ethnic minorities could be due to economic disadvantages. These
groups may have had less financial ability to travel
to states or other countries allowing abortions,” said
study co-author Michael Pesko, associate professor
in GSU’s Department of Economics who specializes
in evaluating health policies.
“Alternatively, a number of states allowed
abortions in cases where the mother’s health was
at risk prior to Roe v. Wade, and non-white women
may have had less regular access with the
healthcare system to identify problematic pregnancies and receive consent for abortions from physicians,” added Pesko.
The third member of the GSU research team
that produced the report is Sherajum Monira Farin,
a graduate student in the Department of Economics.
Still, the “voter suppression” law (SB 1) stands
to have the biggest impact on state residents in 2022
and beyond.
Though Gov. Greg Abbott, who signed the bill
into law last Sept. 7, touts it as a major deterrent to
fraudulent votes, even though such votes are statistically almost non-existent in Texas and in the U.S.,
many, including the U.S. Justice Department, view
it as blatant voter suppression, with some calling it
“Jim Crow 2.0.”
In Nov. 1, 2021, the U.S. Justice Department
announced it is suing the state of Texas over SB 1,
what they call a discriminatory law.
“The Civil Rights Division is committed to protecting the fundamental right to vote for all Americans,” said Assistant Attorney General Kristen Clarke
for the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division.
“Laws that impair eligible citizens’ access to the
ballot box have no place in our democracy. Texas
Senate Bill 1’s restrictions on voter assistance at the
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It ain’t ‘ALL’ good, but
I’ll take it. Despite our Annual
MLK march being postponed
due to covid; I’m looking forward to the activities at HT
next week. Despite our city
under Stage 5 Covid guidelines, my spirits are still high.
And even with loved ones
being lost to the pandemic,
inflation prices skyrocketing,
politics being at an all-time
low, and kids missing out on
what should be their prime
schooling years, it’s still good.
For we have each other;
that’s all that matters.
And like I said last
week, 2022 -so far- has been
nothing short of a godsend.
Last week, the trial for
the slaying of Ahmaud Arbery
was put to rest. First, l must
thank the jury for coming to
the right and just verdict. I
know that wasn’t easy. Especially considering how tough
it was just to get enough citizens to serve on that body
during our nation’s emotionally-hostile environment.
However, my heart, admiration, and pure gratitude
goes out to Superior Court
Judge Timothy Walmsley.
You see, after the verdict was reached, the sentencing phase began. And the
now convicted felons were
facing a max sentence of life
in prison without parole. And
it is here, where you find out
what a black life is worth in
the state of Geogia in 20212022.
This wasn’t some football hero these men murdered. He was an average joe.
An average Black joe; who
suffered a modern-day lynching.
The defense lawyers
stood in front of Judge
Walmsley and gave some of
the most pathetic arguments
for leniency I have ever
heard. And as I watched your
honor while these arguments
were being made, at some
point you could almost see
him disregarding a decent
amount of it.
But, when it was all said
and done, Judge Walmsley
gave both, Greg McMichael
and his adult son Travis, life without parole- plus 20 years
and another 10 years to run
concurrently with the 20. The
third convicted felon, William
Bryan, got life with the possibility of parole after 30 years.
And to think, all convicted felons have federal trials to look forward to next
month.
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By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports
Columnist
(VILLAGER) - Chuck
Ealey, among the first
great Black quarterbacks
in college football, has a
familiar story to tell.
Allegedly undersized at 6-1, 195, but in
realty simply too BLACK
to play so-called big time
college football, Ealey
was the starting quarterback at the University of
Toledo, where he compiled an unblemished
35-0 record from 1969
to 1971. Incredibly, it’s
an NCAA record for starting quarterbacks that
still stands.
A mobile QB in the
mold of Russell Wilson
and Deshawn Watson,
as noted by no less of a
football authority than
Tony Dungy, Ealey, a recent inductee to the
2022 College Football
Hall of Fame, guided
Toledo to three straight
Top 20 finishes and
three straight MidAmerican Conference
titles. As a senior, he
finished eighth in
Heisman Trophy voting.
His reward? Not
being selected in the
1972 NFL Draft because
teams wanted him to
play a position other
than quarterback due to
the color of his skin.

THE COMMUNIQUÉ

At Long Last,
Chuck Ealey
Enters College
Football
Hall Of Fame

CHUCK EALEY
Quarterback, 1969-71
The signal caller for the best run in Toledo football
history, Chuck Ealey never lost a game in his three
seasons as the Rockets’ starting quarterback.
(Courtesy The University of Toledo)

Prior to the draft,
Ealey and his agent sent
letters informing every
NFL team he would only
agree to be drafted if
given the opportunity to
play quarterback.
In an unfortunate
sign of the times, there
were no takers.
This was three
years after Marlin
Briscoe became the first
African-American to
start at quarterback with
Denver of the AFL. Despite earning rookie of
the year honors, Briscoe
wasn’t allowed to compete for the job the following season and was
later switched to wide
receiver with the Buffalo
Bills.

Ealey was determined not to join the
succession of Black college quarterbacks who
were switched to other
positions and never allowed to play QB in the
NFL.
“If you’re gonna
draft me, draft me as a
quarterback,” Ealey said.
“I didn’t want to play
defensive back or wide
receiver. All I wanted to
do was play quarterback.”
Ealey opted for the
Canadian
Football
League, a popular destination for Black college
quarterbacks rebuffed
by the NFL. He earned
rookie of the year honors and led the Hamilton

Tiger-Cats to the 1972
Grey Cup championship
(the CFL’s version of the
Super Bowl), throwing
for 293 yards and a
touchdown and rushing
for 63 more yards.
Fifteen years later,
Doug W illiams led
Washington to a victory
in Super Bowl XXII, but
Ealey’s career deserves
an asterisk because he
was the first Black quarterback to win a professional football championship.
Ealey played seven
seasons in the CFL but
never played a down in
the NFL.
In 2018, Dungy
tweeted that Ealey was
“Russell W ilson and
Deshawn Watson before
we realized QBs like that
could play in the NFL. I
was in high school when
he played for Toledo,
and he inspired me.”
Dungy was among
a host of supporters who
pushed for Ealey’s entry
into the 2022 College
Football Hall of Fame after years of being overlooked.
With good reason.
Ealey’s impact at
Toledo was instantaneous. In the six seasons
prior to his arrival, Toledo was 25-32-2. Ealey
never lost a game at Toledo. In fact, Ealey’s college and high school
teams never lost a game
with him at quarterback
(he finished a perfect 650).
In Ealey’s case regarding his long-awaited
entry into the College
Football Hall of Fame,
good things come to
those who wait.
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I am happy to join with you today in what will
go down in history as the greatest demonstration
for freedom in the history of our nation.
Five score years ago, a great American, in
whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the
flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous
daybreak to end the long night of their captivity.
But 100 years later, the Negro still is not free.
One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still
sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and
the chains of discrimination. One hundred years
later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty
in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity.
One hundred years later, the Negro is still languished
in the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we’ve come
here today to dramatize a shameful condition.
In a sense we’ve come to our nation’s capital
to cash a check. When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution
and the Declaration of Independence, they were
signing a promissory note to which every American
was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men
— yes, black men as well as white men — would be
guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.
It is obvious today that America has defaulted
on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of
color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people
a bad check, a check that has come back marked
“insufficient funds.”
But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are
insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity
of this nation. And so we’ve come to cash this check,
a check that will give us upon demand the riches of
freedom and security of justice. We have also come
to his hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce
urgency of now. This is no time to engage in the
luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug
of gradualism. Now is the time to make real the

Continued on page 3

Silly Creatures From Outer Space - “Fraggle Rock:
Back to the Rock” Debuts January 21, 2022 on Apple TV+

Edited by
Naomi Richard
Apple TV+ revealed
the trailer for the highly
anticipated reboot of
the classic “Fraggle
Rock” series, “Fraggle
Rock: Back to the Rock”
on https://tv.apple.com.
All 13 episodes of the
new Apple Original series from The Jim
Henson Company will
debut on Friday, January
21, 2022 on Apple TV+,
joining the celebrated
collection of Apple Original shorts, “Fraggle
Rock: Rock On!”
Jim Henson’s funloving and musical
Fraggles - Gobo, Red,
Boober,
Mokey,
Wembley, Uncle Travelling Matt - alongside
new Fraggles and
Doozers voiced by special guest stars Patti
LaBelle, Cynthia Erivo,
Daveed Diggs, Ed
Helms, Kenan Thompson, as well as an appearance by Foo Fighters - kick off the new
year by embarking on

Photo Credit: Courtesy of Apple
epic, hilarious adventures about the magic
that happens when we
celebrate and care for
our interconnected
world.
“Fraggle Rock: Back
to the Rock” is executive
produced by The Jim
Henson Company’s Lisa
Henson and Halle
Stanford, and longtime
Henson collaborator
John Tartaglia. In addition, Matt Fusfeld and
Alex Cuthbertson, who
serve as showrunners,
also executive produce,
alongside
New

Regency’s Yariv Milchan
and Michael Schaefer.
Co-executive producers
are Dave Goelz and
Karen Prell, and executive music producer is
Harvey Mason Jr. The
series is produced by
Ritamarie Peruggi.
In addition to
“Fraggle Rock: Back to
the Rock,” Apple’s partnership with The Jim
Henson Company includes “Harriet The Spy,”
the first animated adaptation of the iconic
children’s novel, and the
popular “Fraggle Rock:

Rock On!” shorts. Apple
TV+ is also the streaming
destination for the original “Fraggle Rock” series, as well as recently
added bonus specials,
“Down at Fraggle Rock,”
“Doozer Music” and
“Fraggle Songs,” all of
which are now streaming.
The expanding and
award-winning lineup of
original films and series
for kids and families on
Apple TV+ also includes
the recently premiered
“Hello, Jack! The Kindness Show” from Jack

McBrayer and Angela C.
Santomero; “Wolfboy
and the Everything Factory” from Joseph Gordon-Levitt, HITRECORD
and Bento Box Entertainment; the recentlyreleased “Get Rolling
With Otis” and “Puppy
Place;” Daytime Emmy
Award-winning “Ghostwriter” and “Helpsters”
from Sesame Workshop;
Academy Award-nominated animated film
“Wolfwalkers;” and the
list goes on.
Apple TV+ is available to watch across all

your favorite screens.
After its launch on November 1, 2019, Apple
TV+ became the first
all-original streaming
service to launch
around the world, and
it has premiered more
original hits and received more award recognitions faster than
any other streaming
service in its debut. To
date, Apple Original
films, documentaries
and series have been
honored with 702
awards nominations
and 183 wins.
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Black tech
entrepreneur
wants to change
social media
experience with
Inpathy app
by Melissa Noel | THE GRIO

(Credit: Inpathy)
(THE GRIO) - A new social app, Inpathy, wants
to transform how people use social media. Rather
than only posting the highlight reels of one’s life,
the app encourages users to be transparent and
share the not-so-great moments as well.
Founder Ziarekenya Smith has spent the last
six years designing and building the app to reduce
negative stigmas and enhance understanding in
online interactions. The platform’s purpose, according to Smith, is to “recreate the human experience”
and to build a more balanced atmosphere online.
This Black-led social platform is being developed at a critical time when more conversations are
taking place about how social media is affecting
mental health. Inpathy wants to make a difference
by making people feel comfortable with sharing
both their ups and downs online.
“We all have experiences that can cause a
range of emotions. We’re not just happy all the time,
so why are we just showing the wins? That’s not
reality,” Smith told theGrio.
Prior to starting the company, the Detroit native was an established design artist who freelanced
for major brands like Nike, Air Jordan, and Bleacher
Report. Despite his success, the 30-year-old says he
came to a crossroads after college.
He experienced feelings of anxiety and selfdoubt while trying to figure out his purpose and
wanted to express that on social media, but chose
not to. Smith says he felt he could only use the platforms to share the good things happening in his life.
That internal struggle is what set the foundation for
creating Inpathy.
“Social media is not going nowhere. So, we can
complain about it, or we can help to change the
core of it and that’s what I am doing with Inpathy,”
he explained.
The tech startup wants to inspire people to be
themselves as they get to know others on the app,
share their personal experiences, and speak freely
on a social network where bullying, racism, and hate
speech is not allowed.
On Inpathy, instead of sharing stories through
pictures or words, users share via audio or video,
providing what Smith hopes will be an immersive
experience. As soon as you log in, the app will ask
you how you’re feeling. Users have the option to
update their moods and choose words like happy,
helpful, angry, insecure, hurt, and more.
Additionally, people can’t “follow” other users on Inpathy like they can on other social media
platforms. Instead, they can add individuals to their
“circle” by sending text or audio answers to other
people’s stories, or by direct messaging them to see
how they’re doing.
According to Smith, this is not a mental health
app, but a social media app with a goal to normalize discussion about moods and the human experience built on authenticity and transparency.
“You may be going through a frustrating day or
experiencing a certain emotion. But guess what, you’re
not the only one—other people are as well,” Smith
shared. “This is important so people can realize, it’s
not just me. This is normal. There’s relief in that.”
The startup is on track to launch the beta version
of the app soon, but first has to meet its fundraising
goal of $250,000 to complete development and expand its team. Those who donate $10 or more to
Inpathy will receive an exclusive invite to its beta version once the company meets its funding goals.
“Inpathy is for everybody, it’s free, and it’s
available in your pocket and I believe that’s a vision
worth betting on and I believe that’s a vision worth
investing in,” he said.

THE BULLETIN
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Country Boyz Fixin’s
Continued from page 2
promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise
from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to
the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to
lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the
time to make justice a reality for all of God’s children.
It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the
urgency of the moment. This sweltering summer
of the Negro’s legitimate discontent will not pass
until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and
equality. 1963 is not an end but a beginning. Those
who hoped that the Negro needed to blow off steam
and will now be content will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. There
will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until
the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice
emerges.
But there is something that I must say to my
people who stand on the warm threshold which
leads into the palace of justice. In the process of
gaining our rightful place we must not be guilty of
wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst
for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness
and hatred. We must forever conduct our struggle
on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must
not allow our creative protest to degenerate into
physical violence. Again and again we must rise to
the majestic heights of meeting physical force with
soul force. The marvelous new militancy which has
engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to
a distrust of all white people, for many of our white
brothers, as evidenced by their presence here today, have come to realize that their destiny is tied
up with our destiny. And they have come to realize
that their freedom is inextricably bound to our freedom. We cannot walk alone.

Continued on page 5

4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE
“R”

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
WE INVITE EVERYONE!
Sunday
10:30 a.m. Join us in-person or live on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRI_DgGJ4uc76wl_-L306Xg

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry
Experience via Zoom*.
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*
&RQWDFWWKHFKXUFKRI¿FHDWHEFRI¿FH#VEFJOREDOQHWIRUOLQN

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor
1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702
Phone (512) 478-1975 Fax (512) 478-1892

Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)
(512) 478-6709

Agape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15
7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.
For there is No Greater Love!

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a
Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM
Call: 454-1547 for transportation
H. Ed Calahan, Pastor
Web: www.agapebcaustintx.com

Maya Angelou becomes
first Black woman to appear
on US quarter

The Maya Angelou Quarter is the first coin in
the American Women Quarters™ Program. Maya
Angelou was a celebrated writer, performer, and
social activist. She rose to international prominence
as an author after the publication of her
groundbreaking autobiography “I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings.” Angelou’s published works of
verse, non-fiction, and fiction include more than 30
bestselling titles.
Angelou’s remarkable career encompasses
dance, theater, journalism, and social activism. She
appeared in Broadway and off-Broadway plays, including “Cabaret for Freedom,” which she wrote
with Godfrey Cambridge. At the request of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., she served as northern coordinator of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. In 1978, she was a National Book Award judge
for biography and autobiography.
Angelou read “On the Pulse of Morning” at the
1992 inauguration of President Clinton. Angelou’s
reading marked the first time an African American
woman wrote and presented a poem at a presidential inauguration. She was also only the second poet
in history to do so, following Robert Frost, who recited a poem at President Kennedy’s inauguration
in 1961.
Angelou received more than 30 honorary degrees and was inducted into the Wake Forest University Hall of Fame for Writers. In 2010, President
Obama awarded her the Presidential Medal of Freedom. She was also the 2013 recipient of the
Literarian Award, an honorary National Book Award
for contributions to the literary community.

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751
Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther
Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.
Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

by Aiden Loyden
Hopewell Middle Sch.
I went to my grandparents’ house for the holidays.
I had a good time. I talked to
some friends and I hung out
with my family. My Grandpa
and I binge watched Cobra

by Kyrie Williams
Nehemiah Christian Sch.
On Monday, January
10, 2022, we went on a field
trip to a historical theatre in
Austin, Texas named the
Paramount Theatre. According to Wikipedia “The
paramount is a live theatre
venue/movie theatre located
in downtown Austin, Texas.
It is a classical revival style
structure that was built in
1915. The building was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places on
June 23, 1976.” This makes

by SaNaya White
Ann Richards School
for Young Women
Leaders
New Year’s resolutions are often created
among
individuals
searching to fulfill a goal
that they have set for
themselves. Despite being a popular phrase referring to self-change,
“New Year, New Me” can
sometimes be overestimated. It is important
that when making resolutions we are sure that
they are obtainable as
well as impactful for our
lives. Common resolutions include healthy
eating habits, weight
loss or gain, and exercising, etc. In the past,
many of my resolutions
have been forgotten or
set
above
my
achievability. The year
2021 was a year filled
with challenges but also
various chances for improvement. This year,
my New Year’s resolution is to focus on my
happiness. I want to be

by Zuri King
Idea Montopolis Academy

Robert Wadlow
was a person who was
recorded as the tallest
person in history from
February 22, 1918 -

Kai. On most days, my
brother and I played football.
We ate a lot of food that was
good made by my Mom and
Grandma. On Christmas, we
opened presents then we
went to our family Christmas
party. I saw a lot of family and
had a good time. On New
Year’s Eve, we set off fireworks. They were very pretty.
On New Year’s Day, we put up
the Christmas decorations
and ate some food. I was very
blessed to get presents, food,
and shelter over Christmas. I
hope everyone else reading
this article was, too.
the Paramount 107 years old
this year. Now that is old.
We went to the Paramount
to see a play titled “The Adventures of the Tortoise and
the Hare.” The Tortoise and
the Hare is an old Aesop fable
that has been read many,
many years. There are different versions of it. And on our
field trip, we were able to see
a whole new version presented in Lightwire Theatre
style. It was totally awesome!
Lightwire is electro luminescent puppetry and stimulating
storytelling that is in New
Orleans. It uses songs and a
story for its storytelling presentation. The theatre is dark
so you can see all of the puppets through lighting effects
of lightwire. The next time
you want to see something
new and awesome, check out
a lightwire theatre presentation at the Paramount Theatre
right here in Austin.

sure that I am living for
myself as I am in the final semester of my senior year. As I am coming into graduation soon,
I want to do what I can
to focus on keeping my
grades on track. In addition to this, I want to do
what I can to make sure
that I am enjoying the
final moments of my
high school career. Selfmotivation and improvement are important
qualities in life. This is
my goal and something
that I truly want to focus
on throughout this year.
I am incredibly excited to
be graduating soon and
getting prepared to begin a new chapter of my
life. I know that 2022 will
not be an easy year but I
will do my best to make
it my year. With every
year comes new challenges, new obstacles,
but also new opportunities. I encourage everyone to take 2022 and
truly reflect and think
about their New Year’s
resolution. Remember
that you are not making
a promise to yourself,
but rather challenging
yourself to obtain a goal.
I wish you all an amazing year and I hope you
had a Happy New Year!
July15 1940. His height
was 8 feet 11inches.
What made him grow so
fast was a pituitary tumor that caused his insane height. Your pituitary gland is in your
brain and it regulates
lots of bodily functions
through the hormones
including your growth
function and development. Pituitary tumors

by Ava Roberts
Pflugerville
High School
Before winter
break, I met with my
Guidance Counselor to
get tips on getting ready
for college. While on
winter break, I worked
on my college plans. I
researched universities
that offer Biomedical
Engineering as well as
academic and athletic
scholarships. I laid out
my plan for taking the
SAT and submitting applications for college admission applications, financial aid, and scholar-

ships. This summer, I’m
planning to visit colleges
from my list. Also, I
have been invited to participate in a medical
leadership program and
most likely will attend. I
plan to check-in with my
female mentors whom I
have met while participating in many STEM
(Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) programs over
the years. Although, I
have given a lot of
thought as to what my
academic future holds, I
still have work to do. I
will continue focusing
on getting good grades.
I will set timelines for
both my SAT test date
and college application
submission. Please keep
praying for me to fulfill
my college dreams!

Chances are you have
encountered the prominent
FAFSA acronym at one point
in your life. Despite this, very
few people hold a decent understanding of what the
FAFSA actually is. Essentially, the FAFSA is a highly
misinterpreted, yet tremendously beneficial application
that is filled out by incoming
college freshman and returning college students. The
FAFSA stands for Free Application for Federal Student
Aid. The idea of aiding students financially initially
originated in 1965 with the
passing of the Higher Education Act. This act acted as the
gateway to creation for multiple programs and following
acts that sought to improve
the acts prior. Eventually, the
FAFSA was implemented,
and created for all people with
the singular goal of providing
free financial aid to students
who wanted to pursue any
form of higher education. In
hindsight, the FAFSA seems
like an immaculate opportunity for any student to take advantage of an opportunity so
grand. Instincts might cause
speculation on the downsides
of completing such an application. Simply put, there are
none. The FAFSA is a completely free application with
absolutely no negatives
throughout the process. This
being said, if you do decide
to apply for the FAFSA, there
is some background knowledge needed in preparation.

No need to be alarmed
though, the information is
small in quantity and easy to
gather. The information consists of your Social Security
Number (SNN), parents Federal Income Tax Returns and
W-2’s, Alien Registration
Number (if applicable), and
your FSA ID (account will be
created prior to FAFSA).
Once these are all gathered, it
is important to have an idea
of the process the FAFSA sets
you through. The procedure is
rather straightforward. The
form will be split into separate sections. The beginning
sections will ask for your personal information. Next, you
will need to input your financial background. Afterwards,
you will have the ability to put
in your choices of schools.
There will be a maximum of
10 slots. These chosen
schools will directly receive
your FAFSA form. Then the
tax return process follows
next. This is where, for the
most part, your parents/guardians will dictate as the rest of
the sections request practical
information. Once this is
completed - congratulations!
You have just received free
money that requires little to no
effort. You will be asked to
sign the form then you will be
allowed to go on your merry
way. As you can see, the process is simple. I advise every
eligible person to complete
the FAFSA application. There
are very few times you will
receive free financial assistance, especially for such
minimal effort. As the term
“free money” suggests, you
will never be expected to pay
this money back under any
circumstances. There is no
loss. So fill out your free
FAFSA form today and collect the money necessary to
pursue your future!

can cause the bones and
soft tissue to grow and
enlarge the hands and
feet. They can also cause
widening of the jaw, forehead,
and
nose.
Wadlow’s tumor caused
his entire body to enlarge.
Wadlow’s shoe size was
37AA which was 47 centimeters long. His shoes
weighed almost over 4
pounds each. He died on
July 15, 1940 when he

was 22 years old. On July
4, 1940, after going to a
Manistee National Festival, a faulty brace irritated
his ankle and it got infected. He had gotten a
blood transfusion and surgery but that made the infection worse because of
an autoimmune disorder.
He sadly died on July 15
1940 in his sleep, but
people still continue to
study about him.

by Lacee Johnson
Connally High School

by Zoey King
Idea Montopolis Academy

Animal rain has been
sighted since 1794. Animal rain is caused by
strong or violent winds
and storms picking up
small fish, crabs, iguanas,

by Kaitlyn Cannon
Blanton Elmn. Sch.
I had a happy and
fun December 2021 holiday season break. My
friends (two sisters
Evelyn and Kaitlyn)
were visiting here in
Austin with their grandparents for the Christmas
holiday. We had not seen
each other in two years.
All three of us have
grown much taller since
we last saw each other.
We played games, which
included wall-climbing,
basketball at the park,
and looking at our favorite movies and games on
TV. We ate lots of goodies and stayed up as long
as we could without falling out of our seats.
When I returned to
school last week, I was

by Madison Roberts
Nehemiah Christian Sch

I feel like school is
so much fun. Math, Science and Spanish are my
favorite subjects. In my
Math Class we always do
Math Minutes and Math
Flash Cards. This helps
us build our skills in remembering the answers
to all of the math facts
in seconds. In Science

by Ruby George
Weiss High School
This year’s winter
break was all that I
would hope it would be.
Getting to sleep in, not
having to worry about
assignments or projects
for school, and the best
part of all, no school in
general! I got to hang
out with my friends and
family all throughout the

spiders, and frogs then
they fall back down. Unfortunately the animals
do not survive after falling
and are most likely eaten
by predators. The most
recent animal rain happened in 2021 on December 6th. It only lasted a
few minutes before small
animals stopped raining.
An estimate of how many
fish landed were 39,000+
fish and there were only
about 29,000 people in
the whole country.

so happy to see my
teacher and classmates.
We were asked to share
what we did do during
the break, but some of us
did not get a chance to
share, because some students talked a long time.
Although the Omicron
variant Corona Virus became another concern
about masking and social
distancing, so far, some
students are ready to return to school to get
through the rest of our
class assignments. Our
family has taken their vaccines. I am ready and
hope to visit my cousins
during Spring break, since
they have received their
vaccines. Until then, I am
looking forward to continuing volleyball practice, get back to Praise
Dance, and focus on
school work. My focus is
to continue to make the
honor roll. I am working
on improving better organization in my closet and
bookshelf. I still want a
puppy this year!
we conduct experiments
and all sorts of stuff, like
learning about our galaxy, the planets in the
galaxy, our planet, etc.
In Spanish I learn the
names of things like animals and everyday
things I use a lot. I have
great teachers. They
teach me so many things
in school. Ms. Blackmon
shows us a lot of love
while teaching. She tells
us that we are very
smart students. I know
they way my teachers
teach me is doing me a
lot of good because I understand what is being
taught and I always get
high grades. I get a lot of
100’s.
break. On the 23rd of
December, I went to
Frisco, Texas to see The
University of North Texas
play against Miami of
Ohio in the bowl game. I
wish it were just a little
bit colder though. That
really would have put
me in the Christmas
spirit. Speaking of
Christmas, it didn’t feel
right for some reason.
Christmas Day really
didn’t feel like Christmas
Day. A lot of people were
agreeing that it felt off.
But it’s fine because I still
got to spend time with
family. That’s really all
that matters!
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Delays in Tax Return Processing
Expected as IRS Is Still
Understaffed and Overwhelmed
by VANCE CARIAGA | GO BankingRates

Continued from page 3

(GO BankingRates) - The 2022 tax filing season is scheduled to begin on Jan. 24, and tax return
delays are set to begin about a day later. Okay, that’s
probably an overstatement. But less than two weeks
ahead of tax season, the IRS is urging taxpayers to
take certain steps to avoid the kinds of massive delays and backlogs that plagued the agency in 2021.
Those delays were due to a confluence of
events that caught the IRS short-handed and overwhelmed. One was the COVID-19 pandemic, which
infected some of the agency’s staff and forced certain offices to close. Another was the mass issuance
and processing of COVID-related benefits such as
stimulus checks and advance child tax credit payments, which sucked up a lot time the IRS would
normally devote to processing tax returns.
In a statement issued on Monday, the IRS
warned that taxpayers might face similar delays this
year.
“The pandemic continues to create challenges,
but the IRS reminds people there are important
steps they can take to help ensure their tax return
and refund don’t face processing delays,” IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig said. “Filing electronically
with direct deposit and avoiding a paper tax return
is more important than ever this year. And we urge
extra attention to those who received an Economic
Impact Payment or an advance Child Tax Credit last
year. People should make sure they report the cor-

As we walk, we must make the pledge that we
shall always march ahead. We cannot turn back.
There are those who are asking the devotees of civil
rights, “When will you be satisfied?” We can never
be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the
unspeakable horrors of police brutality. We can
never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with
the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the
motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities.
We cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro’s basic
mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one.
We can never be satisfied as long as our children
are stripped of their selfhood and robbed of their
rect amount on their tax return to avoid delays.”
dignity by signs stating “for whites only.” We canHe added that in many areas, the IRS is “un- not be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi
able to deliver the amount of service and enforce- cannot vote and a Negro in New York believes he
ment that our taxpayers and tax system deserves has nothing for which to vote. No, no we are not
and needs. This is frustrating for taxpayers, for IRS satisfied and we will not be satisfied until justice
employees and for me.”
rolls down like waters and righteousness like a
Rettig is right about the frustration part. Phone mighty stream.
lines have been so overwhelmed that the IRS was
I am not unmindful that some of you have
only able to answer about 10% of calls last filing come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some
season, Bloomberg reported. And as of mid-Novem- of you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. Some
ber 2021, the agency still had a backlog of about of you have come from areas where your quest for
8.6 million returns to process. Normally, the IRS freedom left you battered by storms of persecution
would start a new filing season with a backlog of and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You
less than 1 million returns.
have been the veterans of creative suffering. Con“Our phone volumes continue to remain at tinue to work with the faith that unearned sufferrecord-setting levels,” Rettig said. “We urge people ing is redemptive.
to check IRS.gov and establish an online account to
Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama,
help them access information more quickly. We go back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go
have invested in developing new online capacities back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos
to make this a quick and easy way for taxpayers to of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this
get the information they need.”
situation can and will be changed.
The IRS also recommends that taxpayers orgaLet us not wallow in the valley of despair. I say
nize and gather 2021 tax records ahead of time to to you today my friends — so even though we face
ensure accurate returns and make the process move the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a
more smoothly. These records include Social Secu- dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American
rity numbers, individual taxpayer identification dream.
numbers, adoption taxpayer identification numbers,
I have a dream that one day this nation will
and this year’s identity protection personal identi- rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed:
fication numbers valid for calendar year 2022.
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal.”

‘The Measure of a Man’
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

(NNPA) - Legendary
actor Sidney Poitier, who
broke barriers and stood
for justice and Black lives
during the most tumultuous times of the civil
rights movement, has
died.
Poitier,
whose
iconic 71-year career, included starring roles in
“A Raisin in the Sun,”
“Guess Who’s Coming to
Dinner” and “Uptown
Saturday Night,” was 94.
His cause of death has
yet to be confirmed.
In an exclusive
phone call with the Black
Press of America, Bill
Cosby said he will miss
his long-time friend and
co-star.
“He was honored
by AFI. And, along with
many stars of the stage,
screen, politics and
higher education who
came out to speak, I
brought with me the paperback of his autobiography and I said of all
groundbreaking movies
that Sidney starred in
this book is the real story
of this man and his journey,” Cosby remarked. “I
am honored to have

been close enough to
him and work and work
on serious matters.
According to PBS,
Poitier moved to New
York City at age 16 after
living in the Bahamas for
several years with his
family. In the Big Apple,
he found work as a janitor at the American Negro Theater in exchange
for acting lessons. From
there, he took up acting
roles in plays for the next
several years until his
film debut in the racially
charged, “No Way Out.”
Race and social justice would become central themes in much of
his work throughout the
‘50s and ‘60s.
A Broadway play
focused on the life of the
Bahamas born star, who
earned his first Academy
Award nomination in
1959 for his work in “The
Defiant Ones,” is in the
works.
As noted in the
New York Post, the
nomination was significant to America as he
was the first African
American to be nominated for Best Actor.
That role also earned
him a Golden Globe win
and a BAFTA Award.
Poitier broke even
more barriers in 1963
with his hit film “Lilies of

the Field.” The following
year, Poitier became the
first African American to
ever win the Best Actor
at the Academy Awards.
His career continued to climb for several
more years. In 1967 he
starred in “Guess Who’s
Coming to Dinner,” an
interracial romance
comedy that ruffled
feathers in America.
Then came other memorable films, “They Call
Me Mister Tibbs,” the
sequel to the controversial blockbuster “In the
Heat of the Night,” and
“Uptown
Saturday
Night” opposite Cosby.
He released several
more works; “The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography
(2007)” “Life Beyond
Measure: Letters to My
Great-Granddaughter
(2008).”
“As I entered this
world, I would leave behind the nurturing of my
family and my home, but
in another sense, I
would take their protection with me,” he said in
“Measure of a Man.” “The
lessons I had learned, the
feelings of groundedness
and belonging that have
been woven into my character there, would be my
companions on the journey.”

Continued on page 6
Biden calls for change to
Senate filibuster to pass
voting rights bills
by CHRISTOPHER WILSON | yahoo!news
(Y!news) - President Biden formally endorsed a change
to Senate rules that would ease the passage of new voting
rights legislation, but work remains to convince every Democratic senator to support the plan.
“The next few days, when these bills come to a vote,
will mark a turning point in this nation,” Biden said, speaking
in Georgia on Tuesday, referring to a pair of proposals expected
to reach the Senate floor in the next week.
“Will we choose democracy over autocracy, light over
shadow, justice over injustice? I know where I stand. I will not
yield. I will not flinch. I will defend your right to vote and our
democracy against all enemies foreign and, yes, domestic. The
question is where will the institution of the United States Senate stand?”
Visiting Atlanta with Vice President Kamala Harris, Biden
stressed many of the same points about democracy being
under attack that he made last week in a speech marking the
anniversary of the Jan. 6 Capitol siege.
“Sadly, the United States Senate, designed to be the
world’s greatest deliberative body, has been rendered a shell
of its former self,” he said.
“It gives me no satisfaction in saying that, as an institutionalist, as a man who was honored to serve in the Senate,
but as an institutionalist I believe the threat to our democracy is so grave that we must find a way to pass these voting
rights bills. Debate them, vote, let the majority prevail and if
that bare minimum is blocked, we have no option but to
change the Senate rules including getting rid of the filibuster
for this.”
“Anti-voter laws are not new in our nation, but we must
not be deceived into thinking they are normal,” Harris said,
speaking before Biden, adding, “The proponents of these laws
are not only putting in place obstacles to the ballot box, they
are also working to interfere in our elections to get the outcomes they want and discredit those that they don’t. That is
not how a democracy should work.”
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer has set Jan. 17
— Martin Luther King Jr. Day — as his deadline for votes on
legislation tied to voting rights. The first, the Freedom to Vote
Act, would limit state efforts to restrict voting, combat gerrymandering and protect election officials. The second, the John
Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, would restore antidiscrimination elements stripped from the Voting Rights Act via
a 2013 Supreme Court ruling.
Both bills, however, are seen as unlikely to pass unless
changes are made to the filibuster, which is a legislative procedure that prevents most major pieces of legislation from
passage without a 60-vote supermajority. Democrats and
Republicans each control 50 seats in the chamber, meaning
that both bills are all but dead on arrival unless the Senate
agrees to a “carve-out” for voting rights legislation — which
Biden endorsed Tuesday.
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US inflation soared 7% in
past year, the most since 1982
By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER | AP

Continued from page 5
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of
Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of
former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.
I have a dream that one day even the state of
Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will
be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.
I have a dream that my four little children will
one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the content
of their character.
I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day down in Alabama,
with its vicious racists, with its governor having his
lips dripping with the words of interposition and
nullification — one day right there in Alabama little
black boys and black girls will be able to join hands
with little white boys and white girls as sisters and
brothers.
I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day every valley shall
be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be
made low, the rough places will be made plain, and
the crooked places will be made straight, and the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall
see it together.
This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back
to the South with. With this faith we will be able to
hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope.
With this faith we will be able to transform the janPrices paid by U.S. consumers jumped in December 2021 compared to a year earlier, the latest evidence gling discords of our nation into a beautiful symthat rising costs for food, gas, rent and other necessities are heightening the financial pressures on America's phony of brotherhood. With this faith we will be
households. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
able to work together, to pray together, to struggle
together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freeWASHINGTON (AP) — Inflation jumped at its which are showing some signs of untangling.
fastest pace in nearly 40 years last month, a 7% spike
At the moment, prices are still rising for rent, dom together, knowing that we will be free one day.
This will be the day, this will be the day when
from a year earlier that is increasing household ex- restaurant meals and groceries. These gains are
penses, eating into wage gains and heaping pres- being driven by strong demand from consumers, all of God’s children will be able to sing with new
sure on President Joe Biden and the Federal Reserve who are benefiting from a strong job market and meaning “My country ’tis of thee, sweet land of libto address what has become the biggest threat to rising wages. The unemployment rate fell to 3.9% erty, of thee I sing. Land where my father’s died,
land of the Pilgrim’s pride, from every mountainside,
the U.S. economy.
last month.
Rising prices have wiped out the healthy pay
In recent weeks, shortages and higher prices let freedom ring!”
And if America is to be a great nation, this must
increases that many Americans have been receiv- have cropped up at U.S. grocery stores. The omibecome
true. And so let freedom ring from the proing, making it harder for households, especially cron variant and severe weather have compounded
digious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring
lower-income families, to afford basic expenses. labor and supply-chain problems.
Polls show that inflation has started displacing
Many restaurants have been passing along from the mighty mountains of New York. Let freeeven the coronavirus as a public concern, mak- higher labor and food costs onto their customers. dom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Penning clear the political threat it poses to President Darden Restaurants, the company that owns Olive sylvania.
Let freedom ring from the snow-capped
Biden and congressional Democrats.
Garden, LongHorn Steakhouse and other chains,
A significant portion of inflation is still being said it increased prices by 2 percent at the end of Rockies of Colorado. Let freedom ring from the curdriven by pandemic-driven mismatches between last year and expects to bump them by another 4 vaceous slopes of California.
But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone
demand and supply. Used car prices have soared percent over the next six months.
more than 37% over the past year because new
On Tuesday, Chair Jerome Powell told Con- Mountain of Georgia.
Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of
car production has been limited by shortages of gress that if it becomes necessary to fight high
semiconductors. New car prices jumped 1% in De- inflation more aggressively, the Federal Reserve Tennessee.
Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill
cember and have soared 11.8% in the past year. is prepared to accelerate the interest rate hikes
Clothing costs rose 1.7% just in December, its it plans to begin this year. Fed officials have esti- of Mississippi — from every mountainside.
Let freedom ring. And when this happens, and
second month of sharp increases, and are up 5.8% mated that they will raise their benchmark shortwhen
we allow freedom ring — when we let it ring
from a year ago.
term rate, now pegged near zero, three times this
from every village and every hamlet, from every
There was some relief last month. Gas prices year.
dropped 0.5% in December, yet they are still 50%
Those rate increases would likely increase bor- state and every city, we will be able to speed up
higher than a year ago.
rowing costs for home and auto purchases as well that day when all of God’s children — black men
Most economists expect inflation to moderate as for business loans, potentially slowing the and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and
once the omicron wave fades and as Americans shift economy. The Fed is also ending its monthly bond Catholics — will be able to join hands and sing in
more of their spending to services such as travel, purchases, which were intended to lower longer- the words of the old Negro spiritual: “Free at last!
eating out and movie-going. That would reduce the term interest rates to encourage borrowing and Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at
last!”
demand for goods and help clear supply chains, spending.
- Martin Luther King, Jr.
August 28, 1963
(VILLAGER) - You run, but can walk, invest Together, the two have
Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C.,
don’t need a gym mem- in a treadmill. Your combined into what I
United States of America
bership to get in good weight is a very impor- call my virtual Drill Serquality shape. Nor do tant element in finding geant.
you need to invest in ex- the right treadmill, so
Now that my body
pensive exercise equip- take that into account is in motion, it stays in
ment in your home. In when looking for one motion. Bottom line is,
fact, you don’t need to that fits your needs. I you have to be motispend any money nor go “currently” weight vated. But also, and
outside to get in shape. 226lbs. My doctor says I probably more imporDo diligent research on got to get down to at tant, you have to be
home health and body least 210, at most 180- educated on what’s out
improvement. I’m sure 200lbs. I purchased a there for you; what
you will come across an Costway treadmill for works best for you. If
overabundance of infor- less than $300 during you have a primary care
mation regarding such Black Friday. It said its physician, ask them
facts.
weight limit was 245lbs. what you can do to get
However, if you I figured I try my luck into shape and maintain
want advice from a per- without investing too a healthy lifestyle going
son taking his new much in it. It has forward. It’s not easy for
year’s fitness resolution worked better and be- us over 50ers, but it
to the next level, I have yond my expectations., doesn’t have to be hard
a suggestion for you.
Furthermore, I down- or discouraging either.
By Thomas Wyatt
VILLAGER
If you run, invest in loaded a free ‘Couch-toOh, and I’ll see you AL state troopers bar Dr. Martin Luther King from
the state capitol. AP photo from March 25th, 1965.
NEWSPAPER
a treadmill. If you can’t 5k’ app on my phone. in three months, Doc!

Over 50
and
trying to
get back
in shape?
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Civil Rights Icon

Ida B. Wells
Is Commemorated With
A Barbie Doll

Aborted tank in 2019
may have soured
Stephen Ross on Brian Flores
by Mike Florio | ProFootballTalk

By
Josephine Harvey
HUFFPOST

(HUFFPOST)
Famed Black journalist
and activist Ida B. Wells
is the latest female historical icon to be immortalized as a Barbie doll.
Mattel’s Barbie
brand announced that
Wells was the latest addition to its Inspiring
Women series, which
spotlights role models
who paved the way for
generations of girls.
“When kids learn
about heroes like Ida B.
Wells, they don’t just
imagine a better future they know they have the
power to make it come
true,” the company said.
Wells, born into slavery during the Civil War,
fought racism, sexism
and violence in her work
as a prominent journalist who exposed injustices against Black
people in the South in
the late 19th and early

The Ida B. Wells doll
©2022 Mattel
20th centuries. She led
an anti-lynching movement, traveled nationwide and abroad to expose the practice at
great personal risk, and
went on to participate in
the founding of the

NAACP.
Other Barbies in
the collection have included Maya Angelou,
Florence Nightingale,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Rosa
Parks, Billie Jean King
and Ella Fitzgerald.

Court reverses rebuke against state Sen. Sarah
Eckhardt for wearing “pussyhat,” mocking
Gov. Greg Abbott’s disability
BY PATRICK SVITEK | THE TEXAS TRIBUNE
(TXT) - A special
court of review cleared
state
Sen.
Sarah
Eckhardt, D-Austin, after
the Texas Commission
on Judicial Conduct rebuked the former Travis
County judge for wearing a pink "pussyhat"
during a commissioners
court meeting and making fun of Gov. Greg
Abbott's disability at a
Texas Tribune event.
The commission,
which investigates judicial misconduct complaints, admonished
Eckhardt over the incidents in December
2020, saying she engaged in "willful conduct
that cast public discredit
upon the judiciary."
Eckhardt disputed the
commission's jurisdiction, noting that a
county judge in Texas
has no judicial role, despite the title. Texas
county judges operate as
the county chief executive and preside over
commissioners courts.
The special court of
review sided with
Eckhardt in an opinion
issued Tuesday, writing
that Eckhardt was a
"'judge' in name only"
and that the commission
overreached in rebuking
her.
"Today, the First
Amendment won in
Texas," Eckhardt said in
a statement celebrating

Sen. Sarah Eckhardt
the opinion.
Eckhardt served as
Travis County judge from
2015 until she stepped
down in 2020 to run for
the Senate in a special
election.
Eckhardt wore the
pink knitted "pussy hat"
while presiding over a
meeting of the commissioners court in January
2017. At the time, the
hat was a symbol of resistance among women
to the 2016 presidential
election of Donald
Trump.
Eckhardt made the
joke about Abbott at the
2019 Texas Tribune Festival. Discussing the Republican governor's support for a law restricting
local governments from

regulating removal of
trees on private property, she said Abbott
"hates trees because
one fell on him," referring to the 1984 accident
that left Abbott paralyzed. She later apologized for the joke.
The State Commission on Judicial Conduct is
made up of 13 members,
including six judges appointed by the all-Republican Texas Supreme Court,
two lawyers appointed by
the State Bar of Texas and
five citizens appointed by
the governor.
The Special Court
of Review that examined
the issue consisted of
three state appeals
court justices. All three
were Republicans.

Will Brian Flores immediately get another NFL head coaching job?
(Michael Reaves/Getty Images)
(PFT) - The mere fact
that Dolphins owner Stephen
Ross fired coach Brian Flores
and kept G.M. Chris Grier becomes what the lawyers
would call prima facie evidence of institutional dysfunction. Smart teams take
the position that the coach
and G.M. fail or succeed together, with no opportunity
to place blame on one or the
other. And it likely would require a whole team of lawyers to get to the bottom of
what caused Ross to pull the
plug on a coach who delivered consecutive winning
records for the first time since
2002-03, culminating in a
sweep of the Patriots.
So what went wrong?
Here is some educated
speculation, based on everything we’ve read and heard
about the franchise over the
past few years.
As previously mentioned, the fact that Ross
doesn’t live or work in South
Florida opens the door for
factions, cliques, and allegiances. On game days, while
the coach is busting his butt
in an effort to win games, others can whisper sweet somethings into the ears of the
owner, blaming the coach for
whatever may be going
wrong.
In 2021, the biggest
thing that went wrong was
the failure of the team to land
quarterback
Deshaun
Watson. Despite the best efforts of Ross and company to
spin the facts now, Ross
wanted Watson. Flores simply didn’t want the distraction.
The endless Watson
chatter was affecting Tua
Tagovailoa in a negative way.
As one source explained it to
PFT early in the season, Tua
actually declined an opportunity to be a team captain for
2021, given the possibility
that Watson would be arriving and taking over the starting job at any time.
The moment the trade
deadline came and went, Tua
started playing better and the
Dolphins started winning
games. Is it a coincidence?
Ross, like plenty of
other owners, wants to call
the shots without being accused of meddling. Thus, like
other owners, he never gives
a direct order. He shouldn’t
have to. He makes his views

known, and he trusts that
employees smart enough to
get the hint will do so.
This year, it was
Watson. And Ross didn’t get
him. Last year, it was Tua —
but only after the Bengals refused to trade down with the
Dolphins for Joe Burrow.
And that could be
where Flores first lost Ross.
Entering the 2019 season,
Ross realized that, sometimes, you’ve got to take your
lumps. Although the object of
a full-season tank job initially
was Tua, Ross pivoted to Burrow. However, after a few
ugly losses to begin his tenure, Flores apparently
ditched and defied the tanking strategy.
That kept the Dolphins
from securing the top pick,
which became Burrow.
Where would they be now if
they had gotten him? They’d
probably be in the playoffs,
and they’d potentially be the
No. 1 seed or close to it.
At some level, that reality may have been sticking
in the owner’s craw. He
wanted to tank. Flores didn’t
get the hint, or he ignored it.
And there went the best
chance to get the franchise
quarterback the team has
coveted since Dan Marino’s
retirement.
Throw in the failure of
the organization to execute a
trade for Deshaun Watson,
and Ross had to blame some-

Joe Burrow

Deshaun Watson
one. Throw in the fact that
others in the organization
had more open and regular
access to the absentee landlord who owns the team, and
Flores was the one to take the
fall.
Does it matter at this
point? To whoever may become the next coach of the
Dolphins, it definitely should.

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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New State Laws Now In Effect For 2022
Continued from front page
polls and on which absentee ballots cast by
eligible voters can be accepted by election officials
are unlawful and indefensible.”
“Our democracy depends on the right of eligible voters to cast a ballot and to have that ballot
counted,” said Attorney General Merrick B. Garland.
“The Justice Department will continue to use all the
authorities at its disposal to protect this fundamental pillar of our society.”
Texas House Democrats left Austin mid-legislative session and stayed in the nation’s capital for
38 days, seeking to block the bill into becoming law.
Several people, including Sharon Watkins
Jones, director of Children at Risk’s Texas Racial
Equity Collaborative, content the Texas law goes out
of its way to make initiatives put in place by former
Harris County Clerk Chris Hollins to make voting
easier and more accessible to citizens during the
Nov. 2020 presidential election, illegal.
Jones pointed out that the law bans 24-hour
polling places and drive-thru voting; opens any election official who tries sending an application to
someone who doesn’t request one to criminal
charges; and gives carte blanche to partisan “poll
watchers,” a move Democrats argue could lead to
early 1960s-style voter intimidation and poll place
violence.
Not only will this law negatively impact Texas’
Black vote, it will do the same to the state’s Latinx
vote, according to Maria Teresa Kumar, CEO of Voto
Latino.
Kumar told the Texas Tribune last September,
“SB 1 is an arduous law designed to limit Tejanos’
ability to exercise their full citizenship. Not only are
we filing suit to protect the right to vote for all
people of color, and the additional 250,000 young
Latino Tejanos who will reach voting age in 2022,
but to protect every Texan’s right to vote.”
Kumar is a plaintiff in the federal lawsuit filed
in Sept. 2021 to deal with SB 1 that went into effect
in the fall of 2021. But what of the 23 Texas laws
that went into effect on Jan. 1, 2022? Which ones
will impact Black and Latinx communities the most?
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Dr. Kim Baker
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State Rep. Ron Reynolds - District 27

The Defender was able to obtain insight on
these laws via State Rep. Ron Reynolds.
State Rep. Ron Reynolds on New State Laws
The 23 new laws that that took effect on January 1, 2022 cover topics such as property taxes,
renter rights, veteran benefits, bail reform and police budgeting. Here are some of the new laws that
could impact our communities of color.
HB 531 will require landlords to disclose to
potential renters if a property is in a floodplain or if
it has been damaged by flooding in the past. This
will make Texas the second state, after Georgia, to
require flood disclosure to tenants.
HB 3971 will provide for tax breaks for homes
in Historic Districts. This new law could help
homeowners of historic properties afford to keep
them. Under the law, an appraiser who is determining the market value of a home located in a historic
district has to consider any restriction on the
homeowner’s ability to alter, improve or repair the
property. Typically, they’re not allowed to do so
under preservation guidelines.
SB 5 states that dog owners can’t leave their
dog restrained outside unless they have adequate
shelter and water. They also can’t use a chain or
weighted restraint. The restraint can’t be one that
is shorter than 10 feet or one that is not properly
fitted or causes pain or injury. An offense would be
a class C misdemeanor with a maximum fine of
$500.
SB 6 is a new bail reform law that will prohibit
a person who is charged with a violent crime from
being released on personal bond. Those released
by a judge on personal bond do not have to pay,
but they do have to sign a contract agreeing to appear at all required court dates and promise to abstain from breaking the law. Under the new law, they
will instead have to give the court cash to get out of
jail before their cases are resolved.
SB 8 will provide homeowners with a homestead exemption in the same year they buy their
home, instead of having to wait until the following
year for the exemption to take effect. This could allow you to save more on property taxes.
SB 23 will require voter approval for police
budget cuts. Municipalities in Texas counties with
more than one million residents, namely Travis,
Dallas, Harris, Bexar and Collin counties, will have
to hold elections to reduce law enforcement funding.
SB 794 will provide that any veteran who has
been awarded full disability compensation will be
entitled to a total property tax exemption, regardless of whether they are actually receiving that compensation. Prior to this change, only veterans receiving the compensation were eligible. This will
increase the number of disabled veterans eligible
for a total homestead property tax exemption.

Fauci: Omicron will infect 'just about everybody'
BY LEXI LONAS | THE HILL
(THE HILL) - Infectious disease expert and
White House chief medical adviser Anthony Fauci
said Tuesday that “just about everybody” will eventually be infected with the omicron variant of the
coronavirus.
“Omicron, with its extraordinary, unprecedented degree of efficiency of transmissibility, will,
ultimately, find just about everybody,” Fauci told the
Center for Strategic and International Studies during a “fireside chat.”
“Those who have been vaccinated and vaccinated and boosted would get exposed. Some,
maybe a lot of them, will get infected but will very
likely, with some exceptions, do reasonably well in
the sense of not having hospitalization and death,”
he added.
The omicron variant was discovered in November and has since caused a surge in cases around
the world, prompting some countries, states and

cities to put restrictions back in place.
Omicron is the most transmissible variant to
appear so far, but seems to cause fewer hospitalizations and deaths than previous mutations of the
virus.
Fauci’s comment follows a similar remark Janet
Woodcock, acting commissioner of the Food and
Drug Administration, made at a Senate hearing
Tuesday, when she said “it’s hard to process what’s
actually happening right now, which is most people
are going to get COVID.”
Fauci defended Woodcock’s remarks in a
COVID-19 briefing Wednesday saying Woodcock did
not mean to imply “most of us were ultimately going to get sick with omicron.”
“Remember, she was talking about the data
that we all showed about the extraordinary effect
and dichotomy between people who get Omicron
who get vaccinated and boosted how well they are
protected against hospitalization, and death,” Fauci

said.
“What she was referring to is that virtually everybody is going to wind up getting exposed and
likely get infected but if you're vaccinated and if
you're boosting, the chances of getting sick have
very, very low,” he added.
Although individuals who are vaccinated or
have been previously infected with COVID-19 can
contract omicron, hospitalizations and deaths are
significantly higher among those who are unvaccinated.
Hospitals around the country are becoming
overwhelmed with cases as some states, including
New Jersey, Maryland and Virginia, have declared
emergencies to deal with the surge caused by omicron.
In light of the new variant, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is reportedly considering recommending Americans wear higher-quality N95 or KN95 masks.

Austin-Travis County is currently in Stage 5
(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin Public Health (APH) has
published a color-coded chart to help residents of
Austin-Travis County understand the stages of risk
and provide recommendations on what people
should do to stay safe during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Community Precautions Urged
Cases and hospitalizations are surging in Travis
County. During Stage 5, vaccinated people should
take precautions and wear masks during all activities. Get your booster once eligible.
Partially vaccinated and unvaccinated people
should wear masks, avoid gatherings with people
outside of their household, only travel and shop if
essential, and choose takeaway/curbside options for
dining. Get fully vaccinated as soon as possible.

For Vaccinated Individuals the recommendations for Stage 5 are as follows: For high-risk individuals, indoor and outdoor private gatherings are
not recommended at all, with or without precautions, travel is discouraged unless essential, dining

should be outdoors with precautions, and shopping
should be outdoors or takeaway or curbside.
For low-risk individuals, indoor and outdoor
private gatherings, travel, shopping, and dining
should be with precautions. Note that places that
require vaccines and masks may pose a lower risk.
Additional protective measures are recommended for people who are partially or not vaccinated
For example, partially or not vaccinated individuals should take precautions for all activities in
Stages 1 through 5. In Stages 4 and 5, all partially or
not vaccinated individuals, regardless of risk should
avoid most activities unless essential. It is recommended that shopping and dining be takeaway and/
or curbside.

