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Cedric Richmond rebukes GOP,
Trump on Voting Rights

by Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National
Correspondent @StacyBrownMedia

U.S. Rep. Cedric Richmond, D-La.

(NNPA) - White
House Senior Advisor
Cedric Richmond contin-
ued the administration’s
forceful tone on voting
rights with a blistering
attack on Republicans
and former President
Donald Trump.

Richmond, who
served as Louisiana’s
representative in the
U.S. House for a decade
before assuming his cur-
rent role as the White
House Office of Public
Engagement Director,
said during a Zoom gath-
ering of reporters, that
voting rights are the
“bedrock of democracy.”

But GOP lawmak-
ers have a palpable fear
of Trump and losing re-
election bids if they go
along with Democrats
who want to make vot-
ing easier for all Ameri-
cans.

“Let me be very
clear, what has changed
is Donald Trump and his
stronghold on the Re-
publican Party and
people who don’t want
to get primaried,” Rich-
mond asserted.

The senior advisor
to the President was
asked why no Republi-

cans support passing
voting rights legislation
today, despite 16 Repub-
licans in 2006 voting in
favor of extending the
measure when pushed
by then Republican
President George W.
Bush.

 “President Joe
Biden has said that poli-
ticians worry about the
next election, but states-
men and stateswomen
worry about the next
generation,” Richmond
continued.

“The President and
the Vice President stood
up as a statesman and a
stateswoman. “Unfortu-
nately, these Republi-

cans fear the wrath of
Donald Trump, and that
is truly unfortunate
when you think about
how important this is to
the country. Their lack of
displayed courage is
something that we can’t
allow to stop us and
what we need to do.”

Richmond prom-
ised that the President
would continue to make
voting rights a theme of
his presidency.

“It is a very clear
fact, a given, that the
election in 2020 was one
of the most safe and se-
cure in our history. The
fact that [Trump] has
pushed the big lie –

some representatives
have stood up to it, and
most have not. It is just
an indication that their
Party has been hijacked
by former President
Trump,” Richmond de-
clared.

Earlier, both Presi-
dent Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris
gave speeches about the
significance of getting
voting rights passed.

In what the White
House called one of his
most forceful speeches,
Biden insisted that he
would “defend your
right to vote and our de-
mocracy against all en-
emies, foreign and do-
mestic.”

He questioned
where U.S. senators
stood on the issue.

On Thursday, Janu-
ary 13, Biden met with
Democratic senators on
Capitol Hill to discuss
voting rights and even
asked that they consider
abolishing or altering
the draconian filibuster
to ensure passage.

“The 15th Amend-
ment passed on a party-
line vote. One Party de-
livered the vote to pro-
tect African Americans’
right to vote,” Richmond
remarked.

“The filibuster rules
shouldn’t trump the
Constitution. The rules
are a means to an end.
The end here is voting
rights and free and fair
elections.”

Democratic
Sens. Manchin

and Sinema
Kill Any

Hopes for
Voting Rights

Legislation
by Stacy M. Brown,

NNPA Newswire
Senior National
Correspondent

@StacyBrownMedia

(NNPA) - President
Biden has whiffed in his
attempts to persuade hold
out Senate Democrats to
go around or abolish the
filibuster to get voting
rights legislation through
Congress.

The White House, led
by the President, had en-
gaged in a fiery campaign
to push bills through that
would protect voters
against the cavalcade of
suppression laws that have
passed in Republican-led
states in reaction to former
President Donald Trump’s

loss in the 2020 election.
Any hopes of getting

legislation through was
quashed when Sen.
Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ari-
zona), and Sen. Joe
Manchin (D-West Virginia)
reiterated their refusal to
change Senate rules so
that the John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act
and the Freedom to Vote
Act could pass.

The two renegade
Democrats pre-empted
President Biden’s visit to
the Capitol in embarrass-
ing fashion. Before he ar-
rived, the duo took to the
Senate floor to declare
they would not support
any changes to the filibus-
ter under any circum-
stances.

Unless the President
and other Democrats mi-
raculously find at least two
Republicans vote favorably
for changing the rules and
cast ballots in favor of vot-
ing rights legislation, the
push to blunt suppression
through lawmakers will
have died.

President Biden and
administration officials had

declared to get the bills
passed by any means nec-
essary.

“Like every other
major civil rights bill that
came along, if we miss the
first time, we come back
and try it a second time,”
President Biden offered.
“We missed this time.”

In a conciliatory tone,
the President described
the harm that anti-voting
laws may cause.

“And the state legis-
lative bodies continue to
change the law not as to
who can vote, but who
gets to count the vote —
count the vote,” President

Biden asserted.
“It’s about election

subversion, not just
whether or not people get
to vote.  Who counts the
vote?  That’s what this is
about.  That’s what makes
this so different than any-
thing else we’ve ever
done.”

He continued:
“I don’t know that we

can get it done, but I know
one thing: As long as I have
a breath in me, as long as
I’m in the White House, as
long as I’m engaged at all,
I’m going to be fighting to
change the way these leg-
islatures have moving.”

Sen. Manchin Sen. Sinema

And then there
was one

See OUTSIDE
Page 2

A healthy mind is
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as a healthy body
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New York AG
is full-steam ahead

in prosecution
of Trump
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Knock-Knock
In May, you will have

the opportunity to vote
on a new Austin police
policy. In 2020, The Aus-
tin City Council adopted a
measure that limited the
use of no-knock warrants.

The Austin Police
Department’s current
manual states that a no-
knock warrant can be
used if an officer’s safety
is in jeopardy; And, the
warrant must be ap-
proved by the police com-
mander and a judge.

If Austinites vote to
ban this petition, then no-
knock warrants would be
strictly prohibited.

If I may speak freely,
I do not like no-knock war-
rants. I find them to be the
epitome of a catastrophe.

Look no further than
Breonna Taylor as a refer-
ence, although there are
most likely many local
cases that can be attrib-
uted as evidence as well.

So, when the day
comes, should I cast my
vote to ban and disband
the practice? Right now, I
don’t think so. Why? Be-
cause of the alternative to
what the ban would bring
into play.

If no-knock warrants
are banned, then police
officers will be required to
knock when serving a war-
rant, announce their pres-
ence, and then wait an-
other 15 seconds, before
entering the premises.

I’m all for knocking
and announcing. But I’m
not in agreement for po-
lice officers to wait 15 sec-
onds before entering.

Hold your watch up
or look at the clock on the
wall. Now count 15 sec-
onds. You will soon come
to realize how long that
period of time really is. Es-
pecially in a potentially
dangerous situation.

In a perfect world,
that time allotment may
very well be fine and
dandy. But it’s not a per-
fect world. And giving a
potential suspect that
much time is putting po-
lice officers at unneces-
sary risks.

Quite frankly, that
period of time is just too
long for me.

If the police have to
serve a warrant in a situa-
tion that once required a
no-knock, then they
should be required to
knock, announce and en-
ter the premises within a
three second period.
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Damien Sneed
Presents

A Tribute to
Aretha Franklin:

The Queen of Soul,
Featuring Valerie

Simpson and
Karen Clark

Sheard
Edited by Naomi Richard

(ENTERTAINMENT) - Damien Sneed, the multi-
genre composer, bandleader, musician and vocal-
ist, has announced a new multi-media touring show
for 2022, titled, A Tribute to Aretha Franklin: The
Queen of Soul. The presentation promises to cel-
ebrate the amazing musical legacy of the late Ms.
Franklin, arranged and musically directed by Sneed.
It will feature an accomplished cast of jazz, gospel,
and soul musicians and vocalists. The North Ameri-
can tour kicks off Thursday, February 3, 2022, at the
Parker Playhouse in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and
concludes on Sunday, March 20, 2022, at the
Kupferberg Center for the Arts at Queens College
in Flushing, NY.

The production will feature Sneed on piano
and vocals, along with two very special guests: Pop/
R&B singer-songwriter Valerie Simpson, a Grammy
Trustee Award and Songwriters Hall of Fame hon-
oree; and Karen Clark Sheard, four-time Grammy
and multiple Stellar and Dove Award-winning gos-
pel vocalist and songwriter. Sneed previously served
as musical director for both legendary artists, who
were thrilled to join him in this tribute.

With a career spanning several generations
and a multitude of genres, Aretha Franklin earned
her title, “The Queen of Soul.” Beloved by musicians
and listeners alike, Aretha is recognized as one the
most successful female recording artists in human
history. Aretha Franklin continued to perform well

Photo credit: G. Quinn.

into the later years of her illustrious life. During this
time, musician, vocalist, and composer Damien
Sneed toured with Ms. Franklin, developing a strong
mentee relationship with the soul legend. In Trib-
ute to Aretha Franklin: The Queen of Soul, Sneed
will pay homage to the monarch herself with fresh
renditions of her most cherished hits, including
“How I Got Over,” “Respect,” “Say A Little Prayer,”
and others.

Aretha Franklin was both a giant of popular mu-
sic and a global cultural icon. One of the best-selling
musical artists of all time, with more than 75 million
records sold worldwide, the “Queen of Soul” created
an amazing legacy of more than six decades. She sung
before heads of state and foreign royals and gained
admiration from fans, colleagues, and fellow artists
across all genres. She is known all over the world sim-
ply by her first name: “Aretha.”

Aretha has been proclaimed internationally as
“the voice of the civil rights movement, the voice
of Black America,” and a “symbol of Black equality.”
In 1968, her spiritually uplifting voice was heard

around the world singing at the funeral of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., and in 1972 at the funeral of the
Queen of Gospel Mahalia Jackson. Aretha’s ac-
claimed voice was declared a “natural resource of
the state” in 1985 by the Department of Natural
Resources of the State of Michigan. Aretha would
later reach a milestone in her historic career by sing-
ing at the first inauguration of President Barack
Obama.

“The tour was inspired just by thinking of
something that I could do to honor the Queen of
Soul, who was a great musician, a great singer, and
a true icon,” says Sneed, who played with Franklin
during her final performance at Elton John’s AIDS
Foundation fundraising gala on November 7, 2017,
at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York
City.

Sneed recalls some of her best advice, includ-
ing “not to be discouraged by the things that I may
be going through because there’s always someone
going through more.” Sneed adds that as a creative
artist, Franklin was “one of a kind, a monogené.”

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

Same Old Story: Black NFL Coaches Remain on the Outside

(VILLAGER) - Here
we go again.

It's that time in the
NFL when team owners
separate the wheat from
the chaff.

In other words, it's
hiring and firing time!

There are currently
eight head coaching
openings, including va-
cancies created when
two of the three Black
coaches leading teams in
2021 were fired - Brian
Flores and David Culley.

Will the NFL hire a
Black coach (or coaches)
in 2022? Perhaps. But
don't count on it.

Last year, in the
previous hiring cycle
that included seven
openings for head
coaches, there were no
African Americans
among the first six hires.
Culley, who at 65 be-
came the oldest first-
time NFL head coach,
was the final hire and
the only Black coach
hired. Over the previous
four cycles, there were
27 openings. During that
span, three Blacks were

hired.
Culley's predica-

ment highlights why so
few Blacks become NFL
head coaches.

Culley won four
games with the Houston
Texans without quarter-
back Deshaun Watson
playing a single game
due to legal entangle-
ments resulting from
multiple lawsuits filed
against Watson alleging
sexual assault and inap-
propriate behavior. Re-
portedly as many as 22
of the lawsuits are still
active.

The Texans were
also without defensive
end J.J. Watt, a five-time
first-team All-Pro and
three-time Associated
Press Defensive Player of
the Year. After last sea-
son, Houston traded
Watt to Arizona, per the
player's request.

With Watson and
Watt on the roster a year
ago, the Texans won four
games. Working with
less talent one year later,
Culley also won four
games. And gets fired.

Meanwhile, first-
year coach Dan
Campbell, who is white,
led the Detroit Lions to
three wins in his inaugu-
ral campaign. Does
Campbell get the axe!
Heck no! In fact,
Campbell is being
praised nationally for
changing the Lions' cul-
ture. Who knows?

Campbell may get a
raise.

However, Anthony
Lynn, Detroit's first-year
Black offensive coordi-
nator, was fired as soon
as the season ended.

Here are more ex-
amples of Black coaches
being held to a different
standard than their
white counterparts:

In 2012, Lovie
Smith was fired after a
10-win season in Chi-
cago;

In 2017, Jim
Caldwell was fired after
back-to-back winning
seasons in Detroit;

And in the latest
example, Flores was
fired after back-to-back
winning seasons in Mi-
ami.

Apparently, win-
ning isn't enough for
Black coaches to keep
their jobs.

I'm trying not to
pop a blood vessel. But
it's hard not to lose your
mind over the obvious
hiring discrepancies in
the NFL between the
races.

I'd prefer that
white owners just came
right out and said, "We
don't believe that Black
men have the necessi-
ties, the mental acumen
and leadership ability, to
lead NFL teams." Instead
of perpetuating what
has become a phony
dog-and-pony show in-
terviewing Black candi-

dates they have no in-
tention of hiring to sat-
isfy the Rooney Rule.

There are currently
no Black owners, three
Black general managers
and one Black head
coach, Mike Tomlin in
Pittsburgh. The majority
of players in the league
are Black along with a
plethora of Black assis-
tant coaches, which
means there are plenty
of potential Black head
coaches in the pipeline.

The problem is an
obvious chasm in how
Black and white head
coaching candidates are
viewed by ownership
and the media.

In Green Bay, offen-
sive coordinator
Nathaniel Hackett and
quarterback coach Luke
Getsy, who are white

and work with star quar-
terback Aaron Rodgers,
are interviewing for
head coaching openings
in Jacksonville and Den-
ver.

In Dallas, 33-year-
old white offensive coor-
dinator Kellen Moore,
who has all of four years
of pro coaching experi-
ence, has been hailed as
an offensive "genuis"
and is being considered
for head coaching jobs in
Minnesota, Jacksonville
and Denver.

As for Black offen-
sive coordinators Byron
Leftwich (Tampa Bay)
and Eric Bieniemy (Kan-
sas City), despite the fact
that both men have
coached Super Bowl
winning quarterbacks
(Tom Brady in Tampa)
and (Patrick Mahomes in

KC), neither man has
been labeled an offen-
sive "genius." They've
received precious inter-
views to lead NFL teams.
I fact, all we've been told
about Bieniemy is that
he doesn't interview
well.

On the one hand,
we've been told that
Hackett and Getsy, who
coach one of the great-
est quarterbacks of all
time, have gifted offen-
sive minds. On the other
hand, we've been told
that Leftwich's and
Bieniemy's success has
nothing to do with their
gifted offensive minds
but is tied directly to
coaching super talented
quarterbacks.

It's an unfair per-
ception that has become
reality.

David Culley Brian Flores Eric Bieniemy
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DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

 Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721

Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator

DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO

Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Agape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1975 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:30 a.m. Join us in-person or live on YouTube.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRI_DgGJ4uc76wl_-L306Xg

   

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

www.theaustinvillager.com                            THE BULLETIN                                 THE VILLAGER/January 21, 2022 ~ Page 3

Maintain a Healthy Brain
With These Vitamins

Photo: kali9 via gettyimages.com

(HEALTH) - Keeping your brain healthy is just
as important as maintaining physical fitness, espe-
cially as you age. Multiple studies show that get-
ting enough specific vitamins, minerals, and healthy
fats in a well-balanced diet plays a key role in boost-
ing cognitive function.

Here’s a look at the best vitamins for seniors
for brain health, according to scientific researchers
and experts.

B Vitamins
Vitamins B1, B2, B3, B6, B9 (folate), and B12

assist with many critical body processes. For ex-
ample, the Mayo Clinic says vitamin B1 (thiamin)
helps convert nutrients you ingest into energy and
is needed for cells to grow, develop, and function.

Cleveland Clinic physician Irina Todorov notes
that B6, B9 (folate), and B12 are linked to brain
health because they help produce neurotransmit-
ters that send messages back and forth between
your brain and body. According to a 2016 study in
the journal Nutrients, three key B vitamins can help
break down homocysteine, which carries risks for
Alzheimer’s and dementia.

Most B vitamin intake should come from things
you eat instead of supplements. Per the National
Institute of Health (NIH) Office of Dietary Supple-
ments fact sheets, food sources that contain B vita-
mins include dark green leafy vegetables like spin-
ach, romaine lettuce, broccoli, brussels sprouts, as-
paragus, beans, salmon, tuna, fortified breakfast
cereals, and more.

Vitamin E
When free radicals build up in body cells, it

creates an imbalance with antioxidants, which can
cause oxidative stress. A National Library of Medi-
cine article explains that ongoing oxidative stress
can damage cell membranes, lipids, proteins, DNA,
and more.

During aging, the brain is especially susceptible
to oxidative stress that can damage central nervous
system functions. Research has linked it to
neurodegenerative disorders like Alzheimer’s,
Huntington’s, and Parkinson’s disease.

Additional research published in Nutrients
shows that vitamin E acts as an antioxidant and
helps protect cells and prevent oxidative stress. The
scientific paper notes multiple studies that show
positive impacts of vitamin E on cognitive perfor-
mance, including improved memory functions. Vi-
tamin E also boosts your immune system and helps
prevent blood clots. Excellent sources of vitamin E
include nuts like almonds, peanuts, and hazelnuts,
as well as vegetable oil, spinach, broccoli, some
breakfast cereals, and other fortified food.

Vitamin C
People often think of vitamin C as a go-to natu-

ral cold remedy. It also boosts the immune system
and produces wound-healing collagen. Like vitamin
E, vitamin C also promotes brain health by helping
reduce inflammation and oxidative stress.

A Free Radical Biological Medicine review of
multiple studies involving vitamin C’s (ascorbate)
effect on the brain found that ascorbate helps pro-

Photo: Dean Mitchell via gettyimages.com

tect the brain from oxidative stress. Reviewer au-
thors referenced one study in which “cognitively
intact” participants who had higher levels of vita-
min C in their blood had higher cognitive ability.

In a 2019 Rush University study, participants
aged 58-98 who ate a higher amount of strawber-
ries and other vitamin C-rich foods at least once a
week over a 20-year study period had a reduced
risk of Alzheimer’s disease.

Fruits and vegetables are excellent sources of
vitamin C, including grapefruit, oranges, red and
green peppers, strawberries, kiwi, broccoli, toma-
toes, and cantaloupe. It’s best to get vitamin C from
a well-balanced diet. It’s also available as a supple-
ment.

Omega-3 Fatty Acids
Omega-3 fatty acids are polyunsaturated fats

with multiple health benefits, including lowering
risks for cardiovascular disease, lowering blood pres-
sure, lowering triglycerides, and reducing inflam-
mation. Your body can’t make essential omega-3
fatty acids. So, you must get them from your diet.
Two fatty acids that come from fish are
eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA) and docosahexaenoic
acid (DHA). Alpha-linolenic (ALA) acids come from
plants.

Dr. Gad Marshall, associate medical director at
the Center for Alzheimer’s Research and Treatment
at Harvard-affiliated Brigham and Women’s Hospi-
tal, explained that omega-3 supplements don’t nec-
essarily help improve brain function.

Instead, Marshall recommended eating more
fish to get EPA, DHA, and ALA. Studies linked higher
fish intake to a lower risk for cognitive decline.

In a study published in Neurology, “lower lev-
els of red blood cell (RBC) DHA and EPA in late
middle age were associated with markers of accel-
erated structural and cognitive aging.” Researchers
also noted that the “majority of studies published
to date” show that increased fish consumption low-
ers the risk of dementia and cognitive decline.

Mayo Clinic suggests eating these types of fish
like salmon, sardines, tuna, Atlantic mackerel, cod,
and herring will provide omega-3 fatty acids. Other
food sources include walnuts, green leafy veg-
etables, soybeans and soybean oil, and canola oil.

Overall, experts suggest working these vita-
mins into a well-balanced diet can positively affect
brain health as you age. Be sure to contact your
doctor for medical advice before making any
changes to your diet or starting any dietary supple-
ments.

Brain Games. Courtesy National Geographic



Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow

Page 4 ~ THE VILLAGER/January 21, 2022                            YOUTH BRIGADE                                www.theaustinvillager.com

by Zuri King
Idea Montopolis Academy

The Importance of Carbon
Monoxide Detectors

Carbon monoxide
is an odorless and color-
less gas that is also called
“CO” that can be ex-
tremely dangerous.  Car-
bon monoxide is so dan-
gerous because when it
gets inhaled it displaces
oxygen in the blood and
deprives the heart, brain
and other vital organs.
Carbon monoxide can
enter your body in min-
utes without a warning.
It can cause you to suf-
focate, to lose con-
sciousness and pass out.
If you are pregnant, it
can cause you to give
birth to an undeveloped
baby. Signs there is car-
bon monoxide in your
house are sooty or
brown/yellow stains sur-

rounding your burner on
your stove, smoke build-
ing up in a room, or yel-
low flames coming from
gas appliances except
natural gas fireplaces.
This includes pilots
blowing out frequently.
If your carbon monoxide
alarm goes off you
should not ignore it, in-
stead you should evacu-
ate out of the house and
call 911.  Even if the
alarm stops, do not think
the house is now safe.
Opening up doors and
windows will help flush
out the carbon monox-
ide.  If you don’t let your
house refresh for long
enough, the leftover car-
bon monoxide can build
up in your home. Have
emergency responders
check your home and
make sure it is safe to go
back in your house.  In
conclusion, to be safe it
would be the best to in-
stall carbon monoxide
alarms.

by Tyler Allen
LBJ High School

Michael to Martin Luther

It is not uncommon
today to find out some-
one has changed their
name. Most do it to fur-
ther their career. Yet this
change was different.
Michael King  born in
1899 and became a Bap-
tist preacher. In 1931, he
became the leader of the
Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Atlanta, Georgia.

In 1934, Rev. King
was sent as a delegate
to the Baptist World Al-
liance convention in
Berlin, Germany. While
there he visited many
sites associated with
the great reformer Mar-
tin Luther.  While in

Germany he saw first-
hand the rise of the
Nazi Party and its racial
and anti-Semitic views.
The Baptist World Alli-
ance drew up a resolu-
tion condemn the Nazi
actions   Rev. Michael
King was so amazed by
what the Reformer
Martin Luther accom-
plished he decided to
pay the ultimate re-
spects to Luther so he
changed his name from
Michael King to Martin
Luther King.  Not too
long afterwards he de-
cided to change the
name of his 5 year- old
son from Michael to
Martin Luther King, Jr.
.Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. was inspired by his
father who already was
involved in the Civil
Rights Movement.  Rev.
King, Sr. was already
serving on the execu-
tive committee of the
NAACP chapter in At-
lanta.

by Aiden Loyden
Hopewell Middle Sch.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

On January 17,
2022, the nation will cel-
ebrate the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.   Dr. King was a civil
rights leader and a mo-
tivational speaker. His
goal was to stop segre-
gation and bring the
country together. Grow-
ing up, Dr.King lived in
Atlanta with both his fa-
ther and grandpa being
pastors. Surrounded by
segregation, Dr.King

strived to stop it.  One
day, he was at the library
reading about Civil
Rights Leader and Atty.
Mahatma Gandhi of In-
dia.  This book inspired
him to do non-violent
protests. During these
protests, Dr. King went to
jail a lot, but he brought
the country a long way
with that effort. One
evening while at the
Lorraine Motel in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, Dr. King
was shot and later died
in the hospital at age 39.
His killer was found a
month later. Martin
Luther King Jr will for-
ever be remembered in
the African American
community around the
world for his sacrifice of
life and leadership.

by Ruby George
Weiss High School

Start of the Season

This year I am
proud to be a part of the
2021-2022 Weiss High
School softball team.
This is my first year and I
strive to work extra
hard. Our team’s first
scrimmage is on Satur-
day, January 29th and I
have to be at school so
early. Honestly, that’s
exciting because I love
waking up early for any-
thing sports- related, es-

pecially if I’m playing.  I
work really hard in prac-
tice and I also find it fun.
I strongly believe that
this team this year will
win championships all
around Austin. This
Monday, January 17th,
we got our equipment
and uniforms, which is
great because our uni-
forms are pin striped,
jersey, and bottoms.  We
also get to pick out our
own jersey number!  I
was debating on 26 or
11. They both have to do
with my birthday.  I re-
ally have no other spe-
cial number. I am proud
of our team for the hard
work that they have put
into off season, now it’s
time to win these
games.

Virtual Reality

by Zoey King
Idea Montopolis Academy

Since 1986, Virtual
Reality has been around
and has advanced ever
since.  The latest virtual
reality that was made is
the HTC Vive Pro 2 and
the earliest virtual real-
ity is The Sword of
Damocles that was re-
leased in 1986. VR head-
sets are mainly ma-
chines that are made to
replace our surround-
ings with something
made in a computer.
There are sensors called
gyroscopic sensors, ac-
celerators, and magne-
tometers in headsets to
track how you move and
interact with virtual
places. VR headsets can

cost up to $1,000 and be
as cheap as $90 depend-
ing on the model and
quality.  The time to cre-
ate a virtual reality could
be between 1-8 weeks
depending on the
model. Unfortunately VR
is not made to be played
on for long amounts of
time. For example if you
play VR for more than an
hour without any
breaks, it could cause ir-
ritation or damage to
your eyes for a short
amount of time. I t can
also cause irritation to
your forehead because it
is being pushed on your
head for such a long time
and causes marks for a
few minutes before dis-
appearing.  No breaks
can even cause some
people to feel dizzy or
nauseous while playing
certain games. But some
good things about VR is
that it can help with are
mental health and edu-
cation.

We Want YOU!
Write For

The VILLAGER

Kid of the Year Finalist Kai Shappley, 11, Takes
on Lawmakers in Her Fight for Trans Rights

BY MADELEINE CARLISLE | TIME MAGAZINE

(TIME) - Kai Shappley didn’t feel scared when
she sat before the Texas Senate committee in April
2021. Wearing a flowing yellow blouse, floral skirt
and cowboy boots, the then-4th grader calmly in-
troduced herself.

“I love ballet, math, science and geology. I
spend my free time with my cats, chickens,
FaceTiming my friends and dreaming of when I fi-
nally get to meet Dolly Parton,” she testified. “I do
not like spending my free time asking adults to make
good choices.”

Shappley urged lawmakers to vote against Sen-
ate bills 1311 and 1646, which banned doctors from
providing gender-affirming treatment to
transgender kids like herself. One of the bills even
went as far as to define the treatment as “child
abuse.” (Both bills ultimately failed.)

“It makes me sad that some politicians use
trans kids like me to get votes from people who hate
me just because I exist,” she continued. “God made
me. God loves me for who I am. And God does not
make mistakes.”

Beneath her composure, Shappley says she felt
furious. Lawmakers were avoiding her gaze, she tells
TIME, glancing at their watches, scrolling on their
phones or doodling on papers. When the opportu-
nity came to ask her questions, no one spoke up.

“Seriously? None of y’all want to know more
about me?” she quipped.

Video of Shappley’s testimony quickly went
viral. It wasn’t the first time she’s garnered atten-
tion. The now-5th grader has been publicly telling
her story and calling for trans equality for years.
She’s traveled the country with her mother, speak-
ing at rallies for LGBTQ rights. She’s worked with
the ACLU on pro-trans projects. She’s met with na-
tional lawmakers to urge them to pass the Equality
Act, which would outlaw discrimination on the ba-
sis of sexual orientation and gender idenitity. But
April was the first time she’d ever testified on her
own. Her reasoning was simple. “I wanted to show
them that all these lies people have been spread-
ing [about trans kids] are not true,” she says.

Shappley is a force of nature. At only 11 years
old, the trans rights activist has built a following
online; children and adults have written to her say-
ing she’s inspired them to come out. “It makes me
want to keep on going, knowing that there are so
many people who rely on me,” Shappley says. And
amid an unprecedented rise of bills in U.S. state leg-
islatures targeting trans kids—including over 130
anti-trans bills in 2021 alone, per the advocacy
group Human Rights Campaign—she has no plans

on stopping.
“Activism matters to me because it is a way to

show that we belong,” Shappley says. “It’s a way to
show that we will fight for what is right. We won’t
sit silent.”

The first time Shappley watched her mom tes-
tify before Texas lawmakers on her behalf, she was
only 5 years old. Her mom was speaking out against
a bill that would prevent trans kids like Kai from
using the bathroom corresponding with their gen-
der identity. As more anti-trans bills appeared over
the following years, the Shappley’s returned again
and again. The days could be long. Sometimes Kai
and her siblings would sleep on hallway benches or
on the floor of the chambers. “She’s grown up in
the Texas capitol,” her mother, Kimberly, says.

Shappley puts it differently. “I know the capi-
tol like [I know] my glorious face,” she says, grin-
ning.

Kai Shappley (Courtesy Photo)
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Austin (TX) Chapter Of The Links, Incorporated and Community Engagements:
Supporting Educational and Civic Transformational Programming

(AUSTIN, TX) - The Services to Youth
(STY) Facet of the Austin (TX) Chapter of The
Links, Incorporated donated 110 books to the
library at Bertha Sadler Means Young
Women’s Leadership Academy. The books for
literacy represented a retail value of $1,532.
The contribution of books for literacy sup-
ports “lifelong” learning, promotes an acqui-
sition of higher level critical thinking skills
and stimulates the imagination of students.
This initiative was directed by Links Dylanda
Miller-Hall and Shirley Whalon-Amora.

The Austin (TX) Chapter of the Links, In-
corporated collected and gift wrapped 1,800
pairs of socks donated from the Austin Com-
munity. The socks were donated to four (4)
healthcare facilities. They were Legend Oaks
and Rehabilitation, Austin Healthcare and
Rehabilitation, Sedona Healthcare and Re-
habilitation and Heritage Park Rehabilita-
tion and Skilled Nursing Center. The accu-
mulation and distribution, of socks for the
elderly program, was facilitated by Link
Denise Davis.  A major goal of The  Austin
(TX) Chapter Of The Links, Incorporated, led
by Angela Henderson, President, is to sup-
port and inspire others through service by
giving time and talents that support collabo-
ration, partnerships and active engage-
ments. De’Sean Roby, Principal of Bertha Sadler Means (YWLA),  Megan Fischer, librarian and Link members

Five things to know about the New York AG's pursuit of Trump

New York Attorney General Letitia James

(THE HILL) - New
York Attorney General
Letitia James (D) made
waves late Tuesday
night, detailing prelimi-
nary evidence from her
office's investigation into
former President
Trump's family business
and accusing the com-
pany of repeatedly mis-
representing its assets
over the years.

The revelations
came in court filings ask-
ing a judge to order
Trump, his son Donald
Trump Jr. and his daugh-
ter Ivanka Trump to
comply with the attor-
ney general's subpoenas
for their testimony in the
probe.

Here are five things
to know about the de-
velopment and the at-
torney general's ongoing
investigation:

James’s revelation
of the investigation’s
focus is highly unusual

It's highly unusual
for law enforcement to
publicly reveal prelimi-
nary evidence from an
ongoing investigation. In
civil and criminal probes,
investigators typically
stay tight-lipped about
anything they have un-
covered or are seeking,
in part because they
worry of damaging a po-
tential court case.

The attorney
general's office said in its
court filings Tuesday
that it has taken the ex-
traordinary step of
opening the lid on its
ongoing probe in order
to push back on Trump's
attacks in court and in
public that the investiga-
tion is politically-moti-
vated and being carried
out in bad faith.

Lawyers with the
attorney general's office
added in their brief that
they don't believe the

BY HARPER NEIDIG
THE HILL

disclosure will hamper
the investigation. They
also said that they are
investigating other is-
sues that were not dis-
closed in the court pa-
pers.

AG’s investigation
found the Trump Orga-
nization “misrepre-
sented” assets

James’ office's
court filings detail find-
ings that indicate
Trump's family business
fraudulently manipu-
lated valuations of six
properties as well as the
Trump brand. Those
valuations were in-
cluded on regular state-
ments of financial condi-
tion that were prepared
by Trump and company
officials and provided to
investors, tax collectors
and financial institutions
in order to obtain finan-
cial gain.

According to the
attorney general's office,
the Trump Organization
sought to inflate the
value of its 212-acre
Seven Springs property
in Westchester County,
N.Y. After assessing the
estate to be worth $200

million in 2007 and $291
million in 2012, new ap-
praisals in 2016 esti-
mated the value to be
$56 million. The court
papers filed Tuesday say
that the Trump Organi-
zation responded to the
new assessments by
recategorizing the prop-
erty in its statement of
financial condition in or-
der to disguise the fact
that Seven Springs was
worth a fraction of what
it had been appraised
four years prior.

James's office de-
tailed similar practices
related to five other
properties and the
Trump brand, and said
that the efforts helped
the company win tax
breaks, loans and inves-
tors.

What investigators
want to know from
Trump

One outstanding
question that investiga-
tors are seeking to an-
swer by deposing Trump
and his two eldest chil-
dren is their level of re-
sponsibility in the al-
leged scheme.

The answer will

likely determine who
will be targeted in any
civil enforcement action
that the attorney
general's office might
choose to bring.

"Here, OAG seeks
the testimony of the Re-
spondents to determine,
among other things, the
nature and extent of
their participation in,
and knowledge of, the
creation of the state-
ments of financial condi-
tion, including the pro-
curement of property
valuations and to what
extent the statements
were used to gain favor-
able loan terms and in-
surance coverage," the
filings read.

"Their testimony is
directly related to the
focus of the investiga-
tion and is appropriate
for OAG to obtain in or-
der to achieve the pub-
lic purpose of identifying
and deterring acts of
fraud and illegality and
to determine relevant
individuals’ levels of re-
sponsibility for miscon-
duct identified in the in-
vestigation."

The AG's probe is

running parallel with a
criminal investigation
by the Manhattan DA

The attorney
general's investigation is
focusing on civil matters
and it is precluded from
bringing criminal
charges during the
course of the probe. But
the state's top law en-
forcement office is coop-
erating with the Man-
hattan District Attorney
on a parallel criminal in-
vestigation that is
among the most promi-
nent looming legal head-
aches for Trump.

Last year, the district
attorney's office charged
the Trump Organization
and its chief financial of-
ficer, Allen Weisselberg,
with various counts of
fraud, alleging a long-run-
ning scheme to hide un-
reported income from the
IRS.

It's not entirely
clear what else the
criminal investigation is
scrutinizing. The district
attorney's office, which
is now led by Alvin
Bragg, who was sworn in
earlier this month, has
said in its own court fil-

ings that it is looking into
"extensive and pro-
tracted criminal conduct
at the Trump Organiza-
tion."

Under Cyrus Vance
Jr., who retired last year
after a decade as
Manhattan's district at-
torney, the office ob-
tained Trump's personal
tax returns after a long-
running legal battle with
the former president
that twice reached the
Supreme Court.

Trump is fighting
the investigation in
court and seeking to dis-
credit it in public

Trump and his fam-
ily have responded to
James's investigation
with counterattacks in
court and in the public
sphere.

In December, Trump
sued James in federal
court, seeking an injunc-
tion that would halt the
probe. His lawyers argue
that the state attorney
general is carrying out a
politically motivated
witch hunt that is depriv-
ing the former president
of his constitutional
rights.

"The investigations
commenced by James are
in no way connected to
legitimate law enforce-
ment goals, but rather,
are merely a thinly-veiled
effort to publicly malign
Trump and his associ-
ates," Trump said in the
lawsuit. “Her mission is
guided solely by political
animus and a desire to
harass, intimidate, and
retaliate against a private
citizen who she views as
a political opponent."

James, who recently
abandoned a campaign
for the New York
governor's office, has de-
nied any impropriety in
the investigation and has
accused Trump and his
inner circle of trying to
evade accountability.
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Texas says supply chain
issues have limited the

number of voter
registration forms it

can give out
BY ASHLEY LOPEZ | KUT NEWS

(KUT NEWS) - The Texas secretary of state’s office
is having more trouble than usual getting enough voter
registration cards to groups who help Texans register to
vote.

Sam Taylor, assistant secretary of state for commu-
nications, said supply chain issues have made it harder
and more expensive to get paper, which means the sec-
retary of state’s office will be giving out fewer voter reg-
istration forms to groups ahead of elections this year.

“We are limited in what we can supply this year,
because of the paper shortage and the cost constraints
due to the price of paper and the supply of paper,” he
said.

Grace Chimene, the president of the League of
Women Voters of Texas, said it is not unusual for the
secretary of state to not have enough forms to fill all the
requests it gets from groups like hers ahead of elections.
This particular shortage, however, is affecting an impor-
tant part of her group’s work: registering thousands of
newly naturalized citizens.

Chimene said in previous years, her group, which
has chapters across the state, has been able to get
enough forms to pass out at naturalization ceremonies.
Often, she said, the group partners with the state to give
out several thousand forms at each ceremony.

“The League in Houston registers about 30,000
new citizens every year through these ceremonies in the
past,” Chimene said.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been a
mix of in-person and remote ceremonies. Chimene said
her group has either been handing out voter registra-
tion materials at in-person events or they’ve been send-
ing out packets they put together ahead of time to those
new citizens.

Either way, the league and their volunteers often
ask for thousands of voter registration forms ahead of
these ceremonies.

“It’s a really important job that we do and we value
it, and I think the new citizens value it also," Chimene said.

Taylor said the secretary of state’s office has been
forced to limit each group to 1,000 to 2,000 registration
forms per request. He said this shortage is coming at a
time when many groups are seeking out new voter reg-
istration forms because of a change in Texas’ voter reg-
istration laws created under Senate Bill 1, a controver-
sial voting law that went into effect last month.

“The voter registration application changed this year
for one reason: It’s because the legislature decided to in-
crease the penalty for illegal voter registration from a class
B misdemeanor to a class A misdemeanor,” he said.

Previously, Taylor said that change had to be re-
flected on registration applications in order for them to
be approved. But, after this story was published Tues-
day, he clarified that's not necessarily the case.

“While we have made clear to officials and groups
that they should not be distributing the old version of
the Voter Registration form, county voter registrars may
accept completed voter registration applications on the
old form, so long as the application is otherwise valid,”
Taylor said in a statement Tuesday. “In other words, us-
ing last year’s form in and of itself is not fatal to the
voter’s registration application.”

Chimene said all these constraints present serious
issues for her group as they try to get voter registration
materials together ahead of these large naturalization
ceremonies.

“We are treating all organizations that request
these the same,” Taylor said. “We are trying to fulfill
these requests as fast we can. But the fact is we simply
don’t have the supply to honor every single request for
free applications.”

According to Chimene, this is one of the pitfalls of
Texas being among the few states in the country that
does not have online voter registration. Supply chain is-
sues are not as big of a problem when you can just di-
rect someone to a website.

She’s also worried about the message this sends
to newly naturalized citizens, which she said have been
under particular scrutiny by the secretary of state’s of-
fice recently. Chimene said the league is worried that
newly naturalized, eligible voters are being targeted by
the state’s latest focus on potential non-citizen voters.

“We are concerned about it, and we are looking
into it,” Chimene said. “It just sort all goes together: not
providing the service they are supposed be providing to
the citizens of Texas.”

Chimene said the secretary of state’s office has told
the league to seek out donations instead of relying on
the state for voter registration forms. She said she “didn’t
appreciate” this considering the fact her group is a non-
partisan nonprofit. However, Chimene said, her group
will try and do what it can.

“We will ask our supporters, we will ask our friends
and our neighbors,” she said. “And find out if we could
have somebody donate to get this done.”

US begins offering 1B free COVID
tests, but many more needed

By MATTHEW PERRONE and KATE BRUMBACK | AP

WASHINGTON (AP) — For the first time,
people across the U.S. can log on to a government
website and order free, at-home COVID-19 tests.
But the White House push may do little to ease the
omicron surge, and experts say Washington will
have to do a lot more to fix the country’s long-
troubled testing system.

The website, COVIDTests.gov, allows people to
order four at-home tests per household, regardless
of citizenship status, and have them delivered by
mail. But the tests won’t arrive for seven to 12 days,
after omicron cases are expected to peak in many
parts of the country.

The White House also announced Wednesday
that it will begin making 400 million N95 masks avail-
able for free at pharmacies and community health
centers. Both initiatives represent the kind of mass
government investments long seen in parts of Eu-
rope and Asia, but delayed in the U.S.

Experts say the plan to distribute 1 billion tests
is a good first step, but it must become a regular
part of the pandemic response. In the same way
that it has made vaccines free and plentiful, the
government must use its purchasing power to as-
sure a steady test supply, they say.

“The playbook for rapid tests should look ex-
actly like the playbook for vaccines,” said Zoe
McLaren, a health economist at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County. “They’re both things
that help keep cases down and help keep COVID
under control.”

A home test two-pack commonly sells for more
than $20 at the store — if you can find one, amid
the omicron-triggered rush to get tested. Since last
week, insurance companies have been required to
cover the cost of up to eight at-home rapid tests
bought at drugstores or online retailers.

The government website’s limit of four tests
may not go very far in some households.

Kristen Keymont, 30, is a voice and piano
teacher who teaches online and shares a house in
Ipswich, Massachusetts, with her partner and two
other people. When one of her housemates tested
positive just before Christmas, she and her partner
spent $275 buying more than a dozen tests.

“One test each is nice, I guess,” she said. “I’m
glad we have them, but we’re still going to need to
buy more if one of us gets exposed.”

It would be better, she said, if requests were
linked to each person rather than each residential
address.

Also, some people who live in buildings with
multiple units had their requests for tests rejected,
with the website saying tests had already been or-
dered for that address. As those complaints surfaced
on social media, people began sharing advice on
how to enter apartment or unit numbers in a way
that the website would accept them.

The U.S. bungled its initial rollout of govern-
ment-made COVID-19 tests in the early days of the
outbreak and has never really gotten back on track.
While private companies are now producing more
than 250 million at-home tests per month, that is
still not enough to allow most Americans to fre-
quently test themselves.

The Biden administration focused most of its
early COVID-19 efforts on rolling out vaccines. As
infections fell last spring, demand for testing plum-
meted and many manufacturers began shutting
down plants. Only in September — after the delta
surge was in full swing — did the Biden administra-
tion announce its first federal contracts designed
to jump-start home test production.

Countries like Britain and Germany purchased

and distributed billions of the tests soon after they
became available last year.

“If you leave the manufacturers to their own
devices, they’re just going to respond to what’s hap-
pening right now,” said Dr. Amy Karger, a testing spe-
cialist at the University of Minnesota Medical
School. “And then there’s not a lot of bandwidth if
something surprising happens, as it did with omi-
cron.”

Even with government intervention, the U.S.
faces a massive testing load because of its popula-
tion, which is five times larger than Britain’s.

The U.S. would need 2.3 billion tests per month
for all teens and adults to test themselves twice per
week. That’s more than double the number of at-
home tests the administration plans to distribute
over several months.

Dr. David Michaels, a former member of Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s COVID-19 advisory board, said the
administration will probably need to request more
federal money to fund testing for years to come.

“Congress was willing to put trillions of dollars
into infrastructure primarily to improve transpor-
tation. This is infrastructure,” said Michaels, a pub-
lic health professor at George Washington Univer-
sity. “We need billions more in testing to save lives
and maintain the economy.”

For now, testing will probably continue to be
strained. And even the most bullish proponents say
the U.S. will have to carefully weigh where home
tests can have the greatest benefit — for instance,
by dispensing them to those most vulnerable to the
virus.

“The fact is we just don’t have that kind of mass
testing capacity in the U.S.” said Dr. Michael Mina,
chief science officer for home testing service eMed,
who once called for using billions of tests per month
to crush the pandemic. “We should now be think-
ing about how to use these tests in a strategic way.
We don’t want to just dilute them out across the
population.”

Mina was until recently a professor at Harvard
and has informally advised federal officials on test-
ing.

Mina and others acknowledge widespread use
of rapid tests is not without its downsides. Results
from at-home tests are seldom reported to health
authorities, giving an imperfect picture of the
spread and size of the pandemic.

More than 2 million test results a day are be-
ing reported to U.S. health officials, but nearly all
of them come from laboratory-processed tests.
Some researchers estimate the real number of daily
tests is roughly 5 million, when accounting for at-
home ones.



Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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PFLUGERVILLE INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT
1401 WEST PECAN

PFLUGERVILLE, TX 78660
The Pflugerville Independent School District

will open Proposals for:
Fencing on Thursday, February 3, 2022

@ 2:00 p.m.
All proposals may be submitted

(by mail or hand carry) to:
 Pflugerville ISD
1401 West Pecan

Pflugerville, TX 78660
Attn: Craig Pruett

Proposals may be picked up in person
or downloaded from the PISD website at:

www.pfisd.net.

Lusia Harris,
the only woman
ever officially
drafted by an

NBA team,
has died

Travis Caldwell | CNN

Lusia Harris, seen here on June 10, 2021 in New York City, was a three-time All-American at Delta State University

(CNN) - Lusia "Lucy" Harris, a star in women's
collegiate basketball during the 1970s and the first
and only woman ever to be officially drafted by an
NBA team, died Tuesday, according to a statement
from her family as well as Delta State University.
She was 66.

"We are deeply saddened to share the news
that our angel, matriarch, sister, mother, grand-
mother, Olympic medalist, The Queen of Basketball,
Lusia Harris has passed away unexpectedly today
in Mississippi," the statement said.

Harris led Delta State to three consecutive As-
sociation for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women
(AIAW) national championships from 1975-1977.

Lusia Harris playing in a Delta State game
against LSU in 1977

While at Delta State, women's basketball was
introduced to the Olympics in 1976. Harris was se-
lected to the team and had the distinction of being
the first woman to score a basket in the
competition's first game. The US won the silver
medal that year.

After her collegiate career, the NBA's New Or-
leans Jazz, which began play in 1974 and would later
move to Utah, selected her in the seventh round of
the 1977 NBA draft.

Another woman, Denise Long, was selected in
the 1969 draft by the San Francisco Warriors but
the pick was vacated by the league, making Harris
the only woman, to date, to be officially drafted.

Yet Harris turned down the offer from the Jazz,
intent on starting a family.

"I just thought it was a publicity stunt and I felt
like I didn't think I was good enough," she said in
"The Queen of Basketball," a short film about her
life and career. "So I decided not to go. Yeah, I said

no to the NBA."
"The NBA, I don't regret not going. Not even a

little bit," she said.
The native of Minter City, Mississippi, was in-

ducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall
of Fame in 1992 and was part of the inaugural class
of the Women's Basketball Hall of Fame in 1999.

Harris is still Delta State's career record holder
in points (2,891) and rebounds (1,662), the univer-
sity said.

"The recent months brought Ms. Harris great

joy, including the news of the upcoming wedding
of her youngest son and the outpouring of recogni-
tion received by a recent documentary that brought
worldwide attention to her story," her family said
in the statement.

"She will be remembered for her charity, for
her achievements both on and off the court, and
the light she brought to her community, the State
of Mississippi, her country as the first woman ever
to score a basket in the Olympics, and to women
who play basketball around the world."

Texas GOP Candidate For Governor Won't
Fire Staffer With Deep White Nationalist Ties

By Christopher Mathias | HUFFPOST

(HUFFPOST) - A Re-
publican candidate for
governor of Texas says
he will not fire a promi-
nent white nationalist
activist from his staff,
despite extensive evi-
dence of the staffer’s

past leadership role in a
deeply racist and anti-
Semitic group.

Don Huffines, a
former Texas state sena-
tor and one of three Re-
publicans running in a
primary against Texas
Gov. Greg Abbot, told
HuffPost on Tuesday
that his campaign will
“not participate in can-
cel culture” by severing
ties with Jake Lloyd
Colglazier, who once de-
clared that the white
“race is dying.”

On Friday, the so-
cial justice think tank
Political Research Asso-
ciates published a report
detailing how Colglazier
became a leading voice
in the white nationalist
America First, or
“groyper,” movement.
Prior to that, he was a
host at the far-right
conspiracist website
InfoWars.

Colglazier, 24, was
listed as “deputy commu-
nications director” for
Huffines on the website of
the True Texas Project, a
right-wing activist group
closely aligned with
Huffines’ campaign, last
week. (That description
has since been removed.)
Colglazier’s Twitter bio in-
cludes a link to Huffines’
campaign website. And
on Friday, Ben Lorber, a
research analyst at PRA,
says a Huffines staffer
confirmed over the
phone that Colglazier
was deputy communica-
tions director for the
campaign.

Huffines told
HuffPost that Colglazier
was not his deputy com-
munications director,
but did not dispute that
he works for the cam-
paign — and said he will
remain on staff.

“He has done field-

work for my campaign. I
have 12 field offices
across Texas and over 70
people on payroll with
my campaign. If I were to
go through the social
media history of any
young Texan I would find
something I disagree
with,” he said. “My cam-
paign will not participate
in cancel culture.”

But Colglazier’s ex-
tremism isn’t limited to
a couple of bigoted
tweets. He is closely as-
sociated with some of

the most prominent rac-
ists in the country.

His position in the
Huffines campaign is just
the latest example of the
GOP’s ever-growing em-
brace of explicit white
nationalism. There’s evi-
dence Huffines himself
has a bigoted worldview,
having claimed credit for
hounding Abbot to
move to the far right on
a series of issues, includ-
ing immigration and
transgender rights.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS (NOI/RROF)

January 23, 2022

Travis County
P.O. Box 1748

Austin, TX 78767
512-854-3460

On or about February 6, 2022, Travis County will submit a request to the Texas General
Land Office for the release of Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery
(CDBG-DR) Program funds under Title I of the Housing and Community Development
Act of 1974, as amended, to undertake a project known as Crystal Bend Drive at
Harris Branch Creek Drainage Improvements for the purpose of facilitating proper
storm water conveyance and reducing the impact of future flooding along Crystal Bend
Drive at the crossing of Harris Branch Creek, between Crooked Creek Drive and Long
Meadow Drive, in Austin, Travis County, Texas, with an estimated funding $1,017,571
in CDBG-DR grant funds and an additional $93,160 in local (Travis County) funds. This
amount includes all aspects of the project (design, environmental, engineering and
construction).
The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD regulations at 24 CFR
Part 58 from National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. Additional project
information is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR). As of January 23,
2022, the ERR will be made available to the public for download from our website at
https://www.traviscountytx.gov/health-human-services/cdbg/cdbg-disaster-recovery
or the public may request that a copy be sent via email by emailing the County at
cdbg@traviscountytx.gov.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments
on the ERR to the Travis County CDBG Office via email at cdbg@traviscountytx.gov, or
via postal mail at: Travis County CDBG Office, Attn: Elena Rivera, P.O. Box 1748, Austin,
TX 78767. All comments received by February 1, 2022 will be considered by Travis
County prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds.
ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION: Travis County certifies to the Texas General Land
Office that Judge Andy Brown in his capacity as Travis County Judge consents to accept
the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities
in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have
been satisfied. The Texas General Land Office’s approval of the certification satisfies
its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows Travis County
to use Program funds.
OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS: The Texas General Land Office will accept
objections to its release of fund and Travis County’s certification for a period of fifteen
days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request
(whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification
was not executed by the Certifying Officer of Travis County; (b) Travis County has
omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at
24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process
have committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24
CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by the Texas General Land Office; or
(d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written
finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.
Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required
procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to the Texas General
Land Office, Community Development and Revitalization at P.O. Box 12873, Austin,
Texas 78711-2873. Potential objectors should contact the Texas General Land Office
to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Judge Andy Brown
Travis County Judge
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Austin voters to decide on decriminalizing small amounts
of weed and banning no-knock warrants in May

BY AUDREY MCGLINCHY | KUT

(KUT NEWS) - Austin voters will be asked in
May if they want to decriminalize small amounts of
marijuana and do away with no-knock warrants.

The former practice is already police policy. In
July 2020, the Austin Police Department said it
would no longer ticket or arrest people for small
amounts of marijuana.

The Austin City Council adopted a policy in
2020 to limit, but not prohibit, the use of no-knock
warrants, which the police department wrote into
their manual. If voters approve these measures,
both would become part of the city’s code, essen-
tially making them city law.

According to APD’s current manual, the depart-
ment can use no-knock warrants when officer safety
is an issue and with approval from both a com-
mander and a judge. This type of warrant allows
officers to enter premises without first announcing
their presence; the practice become especially con-
troversial following the deaths of Breonna Taylor
and Atatiana Jefferson. The police union president
told KUT last week that he believes the department
used three no-knock warrants last year; APD was
not able to confirm this number by deadline.

The ban, if approved by voters, would outright
prohibit no-knock warrants and require officers
serving warrants to knock, announce their presence
and wait 15 seconds before entering.

The election, which will be held May 7, is the
result of a successful petition effort from the group
Ground Game Texas. The nonprofit collected more
than 30,000 signatures last year, and the Austin city
clerk verified the signatures last week.

Once a petition is certified, City Council has
several options: It can either make the policies city
law or put them on a ballot. On Tuesday, the Austin

Photo by Julia Reihs/KUT

City Council voted 7 to 3 to put these questions to
voters, with Council members Greg Casar, Pio
Renteria and Vanessa Fuentes vying to outright ac-
cept the changes.

“I think we could simply adopt the ordinance
today. I think the community is likely to adopt it
through their vote,” Casar said. “I would rather save
us the expense.”

Neither Travis County nor the city of Austin
could provide KUT with a cost estimate for the elec-
tion by deadline. According to a city spokesperson,
the decision on whether to decriminalize marijuana
and ban no-knock warrants will be presented to
voters as one question, not two separate ones.

Some Council members were adamant about
putting the policies before voters so the laws would
have more weight behind them.

“My motion to put this on the ballot is not an
indication of me being opposed to the policies
here,” Council Member Ann Kitchen said, before the
vote. “It’s simply that I think that this is the best
way to proceed with these questions.”

Mike Siegel, political director with Ground
Game Texas, told KUT he wonders if by outright
adopting the new policies, the city could open it-
self up to legal interference from the state. Posses-
sion of marijuana, even small amounts, remains il-
legal in Texas.

“I guess a majority of the Council was con-
cerned about legal risk,” Siegel said. “There’s always
this dynamic in Austin with Democrats being con-
cerned that if they take action that’s perceived as
progressive, (they will face) retribution from state
government.”

The US
government wants

to ban targeted
ads for good

By Anthony Spadafora | techradar.pro

New bill would ban protected
class information and personal

data from being used
in targeted ads

(TECHRADAR) - A new bill has been put forth
by Democrats in the US House and Senate that could
drastically change the entire online advertising in-
dustry if passed.

The bill in question, known as the Banning Sur-
veillance Advertising Act, was introduced by Anna
Eshoo and Jan Schakowsky in the House and Cory
Booker in the Senate. If passed, it would severely
limit the way in which Google, Facebook and tech
companies serve targeted ads to users.

The Banning Surveillance Advertising Act
would prohibit targeted advertising using protected
class information such as race, gender and religion.
However, it would also prevent online advertisers
from using personal data purchased from data bro-
kers.

Google, Facebook, Twitter and other tech plat-
forms would still be able to serve targeted ads based

on a user's general location at the city or state level
though. At the same time, “contextual advertising”
based on the online content a user has interacted
with would also still be allowed.

Surveillance advertising
In addition to banning targeted advertising, the

bill would give the FTC and state attorneys general
the power to enforce violations with fines of up to
$5,000 per incident. These fines could quickly add
up for large advertising firms and tech companies
which would serve as an incentive for them to no
longer serve targeted ads using a user's personal
information.

Data brokers have the most to lose though as
their entire business revolves around collecting data
on users and selling it to companies so that they
can deliver targeted ads.

Democratic congresswoman from California

and the bill's lead sponsor, Anna Eshoo provided
further insight on the dangers posed by the busi-
ness model currently used by online advertisers in
a statement, saying:

“The ‘surveillance advertising’ business
model is premised on the unseemly collection
and hoarding of personal data to enable ad tar-
geting. This pernicious practice allows online plat-
forms to chase user engagement at great cost to
our society, and it fuels disinformation, discrimi-
nation, voter suppression, privacy abuses, and so
many other harms. The surveillance advertising
business model is broken.”

We'll have to wait and see if the Banning Sur-
veillance Advertising Act passes but in the mean-
time, you can still force data brokers to give up the
data they have on you by using Surfshark's new pri-
vacy tool Incogni.

The
inventor

of the
World

Wide Web
says his
creation
has been

abused for
too long

By Joel Khalili
techradar.pro

(TECHRADAR) - Sir
Tim Berners-Lee, the in-
ventor of the World Wide
Web, has called for a
tighter focus on address-
ing the imbalance of
power on the web.

Speaking to Fujitsu
CTO Vivek Mahajan at the
company’s ActivateNow
Summit, attended by
TechRadar Pro, Berners-
Lee suggested his creation
has veered away from its
original mission.

“The vision was that
the web should be for any-
thing and anyone. The fact
that it would be indepen-
dent of computer, network
and language was really
important. But we need to
make sure users have a
web that is actually useful

and constructive, and there
are lots of things we need
to fix,” he said.

“Right now, people’s
data is being used for in-
appropriate purposes by
large companies, in order
to understand and ma-
nipulate them. Another
problem is that all my pri-
vate data is stored by
online platforms and
stuck in silos, so I can’t
really use it. We have a
lack of empowerment of
the individual.”

Solid Pods
Berners-Lee’s solu-

tion to these problems is a
commitment to building
what he calls Solid Pods,
decentralized data stores
that offer users granular
control over who is given

access to their private data.
This is the objective

of his company, Inrupt,
which is partnering with
enterprises and govern-
ments to expand access to
Solid Pods and establish
systems founded on mu-
tual trust.

In an ideal world, says
Berners-Lee, the individual
has the power to utilize the
entire data spectrum
(which ranges from publicly
available data one one end
to private information like
medical results on the
other) and control which
data is shared, and with
whom.

“When everything is
set up on the basis of
trust, the user will also
share more powerfully;

they will share their data
not only with doctors, but
also with researchers
working on cancer treat-
ments, for example. It’s a
system based on inten-
tional economics, driven
by the intent of the per-
son who wants to do
things,” he explained.

He also says it’s time
that smartphones, tablets
and other devices are put
to work for their owners,
as opposed to the compa-
nies that manufacture
them or develop the op-
erating system.

“When asking a de-
vice who it works for, the
answer should not be: ‘a
large company milking you
for all the data it can get,
to trap you into buying

things you wouldn’t other-
wise buy’. In the future, the
answer should be: ‘I work
for you, I’m your agent’,”
said Berners-Lee.

“When we go look-
ing for things to buy on
the internet, or deciding
how to spend the day, the
device needs to have the
user’s best interests in
mind. Our technology
needs to work for the in-
dividual.”

Although the scale
of the problem is sober-
ing, Berners-Lee says he is
optimistic about the
maturation of the web,
which he hopes will be-
come a more collabora-
tive space built around
the interests of the indi-
vidual.
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