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Austin Police Chief Joseph Chacon

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin Police Chief Joseph
Chacon said he will follow the “will” of voters
and ban his officers from
using no-knock warrants.
“I think the will of
the voters has kind of
spoken on this and how,
as a community, they
feel the police department should be handling
this,” he told KUT. “My
plan is to implement
what the city ordinance

which passed with overwhelming support last
weekend, requires Austin police officers to announce their presence
and wait 15 seconds before entering a building.
Eighty-five percent of
voters supported the
measure, which also
codified an already existing police policy that decriminalized the possession of small amounts of
marijuana.
A spokesperson for
the city said the proposition will become city law
once council members
canvas the election results on May 17.
The head of Austin’s
police union told KUT a
day after the vote that
because state law dictates
the use of search warrants, he believed the department was still entitled

to use no-knock warrants.
"To me [Prop A passing] really doesn't mean
anything," Ken Casaday
told KUT on Sunday.
While the union did not
spend any money to oppose Prop A, Casaday has
publicly touted the necessity of no-knock warrants
in especially dangerous
situations.
"If we need to do a
[no-knock] search warrant because we have an
Austin bomber on the
loose, we're still going to
do it," he said. "You can't
control state law
through local elections."
APD began tracking
how often it uses noknock warrants in 2020,
after City Council members asked it to. It found
police executed only
three no-knock warrants
last year.

Texas court orders that illegal voting
conviction against Crystal Mason be reviewed
by ASHLEY LOPEZ | npr
(npr news) - Texas' highest criminal court on
Wednesday ordered a lower court to take another
look at the controversial case against Crystal Mason, a Texas woman who was convicted of voting
illegally during the 2016 election.
At the time Mason voted, she was on supervised release from prison after serving time on federal tax evasion charges.
Alison Grinter Allen, Mason's attorney, has said
Mason had no idea she couldn't vote because she
technically hadn't finished her sentence. Mason
wasn't on the voter rolls at the time, so she voted
using a provisional ballot — which eventually wasn't
counted.
But in 2018, Mason was convicted of illegal
voting, which was a second-degree felony, and was
sentenced to five years of confinement. She's currently out on bond.
According to the ruling from the Texas Court
of Criminal Appeals, when a lower court upheld that
conviction, it made a mistake by "failing to require
proof that [Mason] had actual knowledge that it was
a crime for her to vote while on supervised release."
Tommy Buser-Clancy, a senior staff attorney at

See ACLU, page 3

Crystal Mason
Photo credit: Nitashia Johnson for The New York Times
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By Audrey McGlinchy
KUT 90.5

says into policy and to
fully restrict their use.”
Chacon said he
thinks he would still
have the ability to petition the city’s law department to use a noknock warrant, but he
couldn’t anticipate a
case where he would.
“I and others realize the danger that there
is in [using no-knock
warrants],” Chacon said.
Police who have a
no-knock warrant do not
need to announce their
presence before entering a property to search
it. The use of these kinds
of warrants gained national attention in 2020
when police shot and
killed Breonna Taylor in
Louisville, Ky., after entering her house while
she was sleeping.
Proposition
A,
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See, I know some of
you think I’m out of mind.
Some of you believe I’m
“talkin’ out the side of my
neck” on issues I feel are
deeply effecting our community. But I also know
some of you agree with me
wholeheartedly because
“we’re here!”
Whichever
way
you’re leaning; it’s all good.
I respect your opinion,
whichever side of the
fence you’re on.
By now, I’m sure
most of you are aware of
the Casey White and Vicky
White manhunt that
ended this week in Indiana.
Vicky White was an assistant director of corrections
for the Lauderdale County
Sheriff’s Office in Alabama.
She broke a convicted murderer out of prison and attempted to make a daring
escape to Canada. She died
when law enforcement
closed in and captured her
and Mr. White.
But her boss, Lauderdale County Sheriff Rick
Singleton, made three
statements that should
not, nor ever, go unnoticed; nor be forgotten:
1)”The lesson I’ve learned,
the lesson everybody’s
learned; you don’t know
who you can trust.” 2) “A
policy is a piece of paper,
it can’t prevent anything.”
3) “I’ve learned you just
don’t know people sometimes.”
Are you surprised to
hear this coming from a
15-year career law enforcement official? Let me
tell you what I believe.
I believe Sheriff Rick
Singleton knew a lot more
than he is letting on. And
as I have stated before,
there is two rules of law:
One for them (the people
inside law enforcement)
and one for us (the people
outside law enforcement).
In this case, people
knew there was a “special
relationship” between
Vicky and Casey. People
knew that she was breaking rules by giving him extra food and other favors.
Not to mention, Mr. Casey
White was covered in racist jailhouse tattoos all
over his body. Yet, this is
the person Vicky White
chose to love and spring
from prison.
So I ask you, of Sheriff Rick Singleton’s statements; how are law enforcement officials supposed to govern us if they
can’t govern anyone within
their own departments?
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College athletes, like coaches, deserve to be paid

created by athletic directors and conference
commissioners in response to concerns by
their coaches that some
boosters and NIL-focused companies are offering money as incentives to attend a particular school.
Happy now, Dabo
Swinney? Sure you are.
Swinney
is

Clemson’s crybaby head
football coach who is
scheduled to earn at
least $9.41 million per
season from 2023 to
2028. He owes his entire
coaching career - including a national championship led by quarterback
Deshaun Watson - to
Black athletes.
I firmly believe there
would be far less outrage

if whites dominated college football and college
basketball instead of
Blacks, but that’s simply
not the case. Hence, the
compelling need among
coaches to control the
amount of NIL money
available to Black athletes.
With the exception
of a select few lucrative
NIL deals, players are

getting tiny fractions of
the value they create for
their schools. Yet, when
asked how the NIL had
changed college football, Swinney had the
audacity to state, “
There’s no rules, no
guidance, no nothing.
It’s out of control ... It’s
an absolute mess and a
train wreck.” Furthermore, when asked about

the astronomical salaries awarded to coaches
like himself, Swinney
made no apologies. “‘It’s
a free market we live in
... I don’t apologize for
being successful.”
Nor should he.
At the same time.
however, Swinney and
his peers should be
ashamed. Control freaks
to a fault, they feel their
power and influence
slipping away because
they can’t limit the financial intake of their
players. And if there’s
one thing that college
coaches simply cannot
stand, it’s losing face.
Seven years after
saying he’d “go somewhere else” if players
were allowed to be paid,
Swinney reaffirmed his
antiquated and misguided belief that athletes should be seen and
not heard.
And now with
NCAA walking in
lockstep with its coaches
and conspiring against
students-athletes, does
this mean the end of the
NIL and player financial
freedom?
Say it ain’t so.

NEW ORLEANS
(AP) — Louisiana’s Supreme Court heard arguments Tuesday on
whether the state Constitution provision allowing non-unanimous jury
convictions was racially
motivated — and
whether the nowbanned policy must be
applied retroactively.
An attorney for the
state said the answer to
both questions should

be no.
“Is it the state’s position that the 10-2 verdict was not racially motivated
but
for
efficiency’s sake?” Chief
Justice John Weimer
asked state attorney
Shae McPhee.
“A b s o l u t e l y,”
McPhee replied.
Jamila Johnson, arguing for a man convicted of murder in
1997, said the practice is

rooted in late 19th century Jim Crow law that
allowed 9-3 verdicts,
making for easier convictions of Black defendants. And she said the
racial unfairness of the
case made the problems
with the law “structural
in nature,” such that it
did not matter if the defendant in a particular
case was white, or that
the appellate record is
now unclear as to the

race of the jury members who voted to acquit
her client in 1997.
The case centers on
Reginald Reddick, who
was convicted of murder
by a 10-2 jury vote in
1997. A judge in
Louisiana’s Plaquemines
Parish overturned the
verdict, and prosecutors
have appealed.
Johnson and other
attorneys with the
Promise of Justice Initia-

tive said the case affects
an estimated 1,500
people convicted before
the U.S. Supreme Court
prohibited such verdicts.
Attorneys seeking
retroactive justice say
most of the people who
will be affected are
Black.
In 2018, Louisiana
voters approved a conSee
UNCONSTITUTIONAL,
page 5

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports
Columnist
(VILLAGER)
Greedy and selfish college football and basketball coaches - a majority
of whom are white - who
can’t stand to see their
most talented athletes a large percentage of
whom are Black - benefit
financially from NIL
(name, image and likeness) deals implemented last summer got
their wish Monday. The
NCAA’s Division I board
of directors published
new guidelines that
boosters should not
have any contact with
prospective college athletes, their family members or their representatives. Those athletes, according to the NCAA,
would be breaking the
rules.
Guidelines were

A Jim Crowera law
allowed
split-jury
convictions.
Judges weigh
should affected
inmates remain
imprisoned
By KEVIN McGILL
Associated Press

Clemson head football coach Dabo Swinney at the 2017 CFP where his Clemson Tigers
beat the Alabama Crimson Tide 35-31 at Raymond James Stadium in Tampa, florida.
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Ebenezer Celebrates
th
78 Woman’s Day
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Country Boyz Fixin’s
4140 E. 12th Street, Austin, TX 78721
Featuring Fish, Poboys, Hot Wings, Pork Chops,
Homemade Gumbo, Shrimp and Alligator
DINE IN OR
ORDER TO GO
Mon - Fri: 11 am - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Call (512) 928-5555

DOUBLE

Dr. Courtney
Swisher Banks

“R”
(AUSTIN, TX) - Ebenezer Third Baptist Church
will celebrate the 78th Woman’s Day Observance,
Sunday, May 22, 10:30 a.m. at the church located
at 1010 East 10th Street. This year the Candlelight
Service will take place after a two-year pause because of the pandemic. The public is invited to
attend this worship celebration. The theme this
year, “ Empowered to Serve, Inspired to Love, and
a Spirit to Persevere,” taken from 2 Timothy 1:7
(NIV).
The keynote speaker is Dr. Courtney Swisher
Banks, Assistant Professor, School of Psychology
at Sam Houston State University. Dr. Banks attended Ebenezer as a child and today she is a respected professional in her field. She has received
numerous accolades during the course of her ca-

reer including in 2020, she was the recipient of
the Outstanding Contribution to Education Award
from the Texas Psychological Association. Dr. Banks
is the director of the Creating Optimal Relationships in Educational Settings (CORES) research
laboratory where she works with students to examine factors that promote equity in home and
school partnerships.
Dr. Banks received her Ph.D. in School Psychology from Texas & M and she has a Bachelor of Arts
in Psychology from Baylor University. She is the
daughter of the late Reverend Rodney Swisher and
Carrie Organ Swisher. The Reverend Dr. Ricky Freeman is the Senior Pastor of Ebenezer.
For more information about the 78th Women’s
Day Celebration, you may contact the church office.

ACLU understands Texas Law states
“voting mistakes” can’t be prosecuted

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
WE INVITE EVERYONE!
Sunday
10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service
on YouTube Live. Click the
QR code for Worship Services.
8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry
Experience via Zoom*.
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*
&RQWDFWWKHFKXUFKRI¿FHDWHEFRI¿FH#VEFJOREDOQHWIRUOLQN

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor
1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702
Phone (512) 478-175 Fax (512) 478-1892

Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)
(512) 478-6709

Agape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15
7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.
For there is No Greater Love!

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a
Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM
Call: 454-1547 for transportation
H. Ed Calahan, Pastor
Web: www.agapebcaustintx.com

Crystal
Mason
Photo credit/MICHAEL BARAJAS

Continued from page 1
the ACLU of Texas, said in an interview that the
court clarified that Texas law says the state "has to
show that the person knew that they were ineligible to vote" when they cast a ballot.
"What this decision says is that innocent mistakes can't be prosecuted," he said.
The case now returns to a court of appeals,
where it is directed to take up this case with this
new guidance from the higher court.
The impact of the state's new voting law
Last year, Texas Republican lawmakers passed
a controversial voting law that, among other things,

Texas Democratic gubernatorial candidate Beto
O'Rourke, right, hugs Crystal Mason after she
introduced him to speak during a primary election
gathering in Fort Worth, Texas, on March 1. LM Otero/AP

cracked down on alleged voting crimes in the state.
The law, known as Senate Bill 1, created new criminal penalties for people who assist voters in-person or voting by mail, and it beefed up penalties for
existing voting crimes.
SB 1, however, also included language aimed
at preventing another case like Mason's.
One of the other reasons the high criminal
court wanted another review of her case is because
Texas lawmakers included a provision in the law that
specifies a person "may not be convicted solely
upon the fact that the person signed a provisional
ballot affidavit ... unless corroborated by other evidence that the person knowingly committed the
offense."
"The amendment clarifies that a provisional
ballot affidavit alone is insufficient evidence that
the person MASON - knowingly committed the offense," the court wrote. "Corroboration by other
evidence is required for conviction."
Voting rights advocates in the state had warned
lawmakers that the legislation overall could ensnare
people who make mistakes while voting. They say
increased prosecutions aimed at voters could dissuade people from voting in Texas.
Voting groups also worry that further
criminalizing voting will disproportionately affect
communities of color. Mason, as an example, is a
Black woman.
More than 70% of voter prosecutions conducted by the Texas attorney general's Election Integrity Unity targeted Black and Latino voters, according to a study from the ACLU of Texas published
in March 2021.

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751
Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther
Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.
Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home
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Youth of Today
Hope of Tomorrow
Exposure to the Medical Field
merous ages varying
from infants up to elders. From their most
recent visit with us, they
shared that each injury
is different, as no individual is exactly like anby SaNaya White
other. During the sesAnn Richards School
sion, we compared hufor Young Women
man bones to animal
Leaders
bones that were brought
in for a demonstration. I
Throughout my in- enjoyed viewing and
volvement in the sports comparing the bone
medicine program at my structure as we disschool, I have had the cussed the similarities in
opportunity to meet two function and operation.
incredible
women. One particular story that
These women are ortho- I remember is when we
pedic surgeons: Dr. Bar- discussed bone adjustbara Bergin and Dr. Kelly ments. An individual was
Cline. Through personal portrayed with one leg
connections with Dr. shorter than the other.
Bergin and Dr. Cline; my To assist in this, a device
athletic trainer Dr. Kris is used that reduces
“Doc” White was able to pain, scarring, and infecorganize the program to tion risks that are assoexpose students to or- ciated with lengthening
thopedics. Doc White a leg. Replacing an extercreated this program to nal brace that involves
teach students how to pins inserted through
be comfortable with the skin, a magnet-powcommunicating with ered rod is inserted endoctors as well as expo- tirely within the bone. To
sure to powerful women extend the bone, the
working in male-domi- patient adjusts the brace
nated fields. Dr. Bergin to move the ends of the
and Dr. Cline agreed to bone half a millimeter
visit and teach us to en- further apart, approxicourage students to go mately two times a day
into the field of orthope- to reach the desired
dics. As a participant in length of the bone. I
this program, I have learned a lot from Dr.
been able to meet the Bergin and Dr. Cline, and
orthopedic surgeons I hope that this program
and learn what they do. continues and grows in
I have learned about the future. Exposure to
bone structure and ad- the medical field is imjustments, and heard portant. It is important
many stories about hav- to teach young women
ing to fix various injuries. that even if a field is
It was interesting learn- male-dominated; it does
ing that the surgeons not decrease our capahave worked with nu- bilities to be involved.

Entertainer Josephine Baker

by Tyler Allen
LBJ High School
On June 3, 1906,
Freda
Josephine
McDonald was born in
St. Louis, Missouri. Her
parents, both entertainers, performed throughout the segregated Midwest often bringing her
on stage during their
shows. Unfortunately,
their careers never took
off, forcing the young
Baker to seek for odd
jobs to survive. If she
was unable to seek out
work - she would often
dance on the streets collecting money from onlookers. Eventually, her
routine caught the eye
of an African American
theater troupe. At the
age of 15, Baker ran off
and started to perform
with the group. She also
married William Howard
Baker. During this point,
she took her husband’s
family name and
dropped her given name
becoming Josephine
Baker. Ms. Baker flourished as a dancer in several Vaudeville shows,
which was a well-liked
theatre genre within the
20th century. She eventually moved to Big

Apple City (New York
City, New York) and took
part in the celebration of
Black life and art now referred to as the historic
Harlem Renaissance period. Some years later
her success took her to
Paris. Ms. Baker became
one of all the foremost
sought-after performers
thanks to her distinct
dancing style and unique
costumes. Although her
audiences were mostly
white, Baker’s performances followed African
themes and elegance. In
her famed show Danse
Sauvage, she danced
across the stage in an
exceedingly banana
skirt. When Hitler and
also the German army
invaded France during
warfare II, Ms. Baker She
joined the fight against
the Nazi regime. She
aided French military officials by passing on secrets she heard while
performing before the
enemy. She transported
the messages by wind
(airplane) by writing
with invisible ink on music sheets. After a few
years of performing in
Paris, Ms. Baker returned to the United
States to make a comeback to her career and
was able to perform for
a final show for her fans.
She later died on April
15, 1975 of a cerebral
hemorrhage at the age
of 68 and was buried
with full military honors.

Being A part of the Beautillion

by Lacee Johnson
Connally High School
Recently, I was
granted the grand opportunity to participate
in this year’s Beautillion.
The Beautillion is an annual event held by Jack
and Jill of America, Inc.
The program originated
in 1981 and has gradually developed throughout the decades to the
profound event it is now.
I would advise any Jack
and Jill member to take
advantage of the experience. Everything about
the event gleams in graciousness. To say I’m
simply excited would fail
to capture the enthrallment I feel to partake in
such a wondrous program. I deem the
Beautillion to be the ultimate passageway to
adulthood. Being involved in such a program
grants me access to an
opportunity of advancing my character
through educational activities and brotherhood. It’s an opportunity
I couldn’t bear to miss, a
lavish experience that I
would be greatly blessed

Earth

Graduation
person graduation at my
school. I’m so excited. I
get to read a speech that
I’m a little nervous to
Mother’s Day Weekend
read. I’m moving up to
ins sitting a table away
the fifth grade which
from us. On Saturday,
means more school
May 7, 2022, I cleaned
work. I love to see all the
my Mom’s car and did
graduation students.
yard work with my
The very best part is
by Madison Roberts school is officially out for
Grandpa. I had to carry
Nehemiah Christian Sch the summer.
mulch bags and get excess grass out the old
Congratulations to
by Aiden Loyden
This year now that the Class of 2022. May Hopewell Middle Sch. mulch. Afterwards, I
went to my cousin’s rewe don’t have all the re- we all continue to reach
For Mother’s Day - past. I had so much fun.
strictions from COVID- for the stars in our fumy Father, Mom, I saw a lot of my cousins,
19, we get to have a in- ture!
brother, sister, and I too. I hung out with my
went to Louisiana. I had big cousin Noah. On
a great time seeing my Sunday, May 8, 2022, we
family. On Friday, May 6, told my Mom and
2022, I stayed home, and Grandmother “Happy
then I went shopping Mother’s Day!” then left
with
my
Mom, after my grandparents
Grandma, sister, and went to church. I had so
aunt. Afterwards, we much fun and I hope
went to a restaurant. that everyone had a
There, we saw our cous- Happy Mother’s Day.

to partake in. An aspect
of Beautillion I most admire is the transformative development it offers young men. A fair
amount of youngsters,
including myself, engage
in unhealthy habits that
serve us to no benefit. To
me, the transition from
boy to man is rooted
most profoundly in the
combatting of negative
habits with the welcoming of more proper routines. This is what the
Beautillion is renowned
for, bringing young men
together to develop
themselves. This program offers a smooth,
lustrous pathway to success; both in life and
character. Although the
Beautillion is mostly
known for its luxurious
closing ceremony, the
educational events scattered throughout it deserve equal praise. The
conquest of serving
young men is furthered
by advancing them in a
variety of ways through
these activities. The
Beautillion’s devotion to
progressing its participants is one of the many
factors that contribute
to its immense attraction. Not only does it input significant effort into
creating the final ceremony, but also towards
bettering our youth in an
internal manner.

by Kyrie Williams
Nehemiah Christian Sch.

Remember, I said I
wanted to be an astronaut. I am studying
about the Earth in science. The earth is
shaped like ball, not a
flat circle. It has two
poles located at the top
and bottom of the earth.
The top one is called the
North Pole, the bottom
one is called the South
Pole. They are the coldest parts of the Earth.
The hottest part of the
Earth is the equator. It is
the imaginary line that
runs along the fattest
part of our earth. That
explains why certain
continents are hotter
than others. Our continent of North America is
located between the
North Pole and the
equator. That is the reason we do not have nei-

ther extremely hot nor
extremely cold weather
the majority of the time.
Our weather is between
hot and cold due to our
location on the Earth,
unlike South America
and Africa that have
parts of their continents
located directly on the
equator where it is extremely hot. On our
Earth, we have seven (7)
continents and five (5)
oceans; I can name them
all from memory. The
Earth is constantly moving around the Sun. It
makes a complete circle
around the Sun one time
every year, which is 365
days. The Earth also
turns around once every
24 hours. It also turns on
its axis while rotating
around the Sun; this is
how we get our seasons
- Fall, Winter, Spring, and
Summer; due to the positioning of the Sun at a
particular time during
the rotating process.
This is because the Sun
is in different places at
different seasons of the
year. I have learned a lot
but I still have a lot more
to learn.
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HEADLINES

Senate approves Lisa Cook as first Black woman
U.S. Supreme Court
on Federal Reserve board of governors

in 2020 ruled
non-unanimous
verdicts were
unconstitutional

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER | AP

Continued from page 2

Attorneys and backers of an effort to make a ban on
non-unanimous jury verdicts retroactive in New
Orleans gather on the steps of the state Supreme
Court building, Tuesday, May 10, 2022, after the court
heard arguments. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)

stitutional amendment prohibiting non-unanimous verdicts in trials for crimes committed after
Jan. 1, 2019. The vote followed a Pulitzer Prize-winning series of stories in The Advocate analyzing the
origins of the law and the racial disparities in verdicts.
In 2020, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that
non-unanimous verdicts were unconstitutional,
broadening the effect of the state constitutional
amendment.
But in 2021, the Supreme Court made clear
that the decision against non-unanimous verdicts
applied only to future cases and cases in which the
defendants’ appeals had not been exhausted.
The Reddick case is one of two arising from
the ban on non-unanimous verdicts the court heard
Tuesday.
The other involves Ronald Gasser, who was
convicted of manslaughter by a non-unanimous
jury. Gasser had originally been charged with the
murder of New Orleans football star and former NFL
player Joe McKnight.
His conviction was thrown out because of the
non-unanimous verdict. The question before the
high court Tuesday was whether prosecutors can
try him again for murder. Gasser’s defense attorneys say that amounts to double jeopardy and
Jefferson Parish prosecutors must be limited to trying him for manslaughter. Gasser has pleaded not
guilty, insisting he shot McKnight in self-defense.

Deion Sanders:
'NCAA, you have a problem'
by Khari Thompson | Mississippi Clarion Ledger

(SPORTS) - Deion Sanders has an issue with the
way money earned under the NCAA's new name,
image, and likeness rules is causing some athletes
to act.
The Jackson State football coach tagged the
NCAA in a Twitter post Wednesday with a oneminute video explaining his position on the subject.
"When you start paying athletes like they're
professionals, you get athletes acting like they're
professionals," Sanders said. "And you don't have
staffs large enough and equipped enough to handle
a young man with money. Let me go deeper. Handle
a young man that's making more money than some
of the coaches on staff."
The way Sanders wants the NCAA to deal with
the issue is to add more football staff members.
"I suggest to you to allow college teams to hire
more qualified men. Qualified. That can handle
these young men that's getting this money," said
Sanders.
Sanders said that smaller schools such as Jackson State can't compete with the amount of money
Power 5 schools are paying.
"See, with the NIL, which really ain't NIL because it ain't no name, image, and likeness, it's just
pay-per-view right now," Sanders said. "That's what
they're doing at the big boys; little boys, we can't
compete with that. But anyway, you've got a problem,"
Sanders said he brought attention to the issue
because he's trying to help before the problem gets
worse.
"I’m trying to help before it blows up in your
face. Money Makes You More Of Who You Really
Are. Now think about that for a minute," wrote
Sanders on Twitter.

FILE - Lisa Cook, nominee to be a member of the Federal Reserve Board of Governors, speaks during the
Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee confirmation hearing on Thursday, Feb. 3, 2022, in
Washington. On Tuesday, May 10, 2022, the Senate confirmed economist Cook to serve on the Federal
Reserve's board of governors, making her the first Black woman to do so in the institution's 108-year
history. (Ken Cedeno/Pool Photo via AP, File)

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate confirmed
economist Lisa Cook on Tuesday to serve on the Federal Reserve’s board of governors, making her the
first Black woman to do so in the institution’s 108year history.
Her approval was on a narrow, party-line vote
of 51-50, with Vice President Kamala Harris casting
the decisive vote.
Senate Republicans argued that she is unqualified for the position, saying she doesn’t have sufficient experience with interest rate policy. They also
said her testimony before the Senate Banking Committee suggested she wasn’t sufficiently committed
to fighting inflation, which is running at four-decade
highs.
Cook has a doctorate in economics from the
University of California, Berkeley, and has been a
professor of economics and international relations
at Michigan State since 2005. She was also a staff
economist on the White House Council of Economic
Advisers from 2011 to 2012 and was an adviser to
President Joe Biden’s transition team on the Fed and
bank regulatory policy.
Some of her most well-known research has
focused on the impact of lynchings and racial violence on African-American innovation.
Cook is only the second of Biden’s five nominees for the Fed to win Senate confirmation. His
Fed choices have faced an unusual level of partisan
opposition, given the Fed’s history as an independent agency that seeks to remain above politics.
Some critics charge, however, that the Fed has

contributed to the increased scrutiny by addressing a broader range of issues in recent years, such
as the role of climate change on financial stability
and racial disparities in employment.
Biden called on the Senate early Tuesday to
approve his nominees as the Fed seeks to combat
inflation.
“I will never interfere with the Fed,” Biden said.
“The Fed should do its job and will do its job, I’m
convinced.”
Fed Chair Jerome Powell is currently serving
in a temporary capacity after his term ended in February. He was approved by the Senate Banking Committee by a nearly unanimous vote in March.
Fed governor Lael Brainard was confirmed two
weeks ago for the Fed’s influential vice chair position by a 52-43 vote.
Philip Jefferson, a economics professor and
dean at Davidson College in North Carolina, has also
been nominated by Biden for a governor slot and
was approved unanimously by the Finance Committee. He would be the fourth Black man to serve on
the Fed’s board.
Biden has also nominated Michael Barr, a
former Treasury Department official, to be Fed’s top
banking regulator, after a previous choice, Sarah
Bloom Raskin, faced opposition from West Virginia
Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin.
Cook, Jefferson, and Barr would join Brainard
as Democratic appointees to the Fed. Yet most
economists expect the Fed will continue on its path
of steep rate hikes this year.

The attack on
Dave Chappelle
didn't constitute a
felony, LA DA says

forming during the Netflix Is A Joke festival. Audience members surreptitiously videotaped the incident with their cellphone cameras. Hollywood Bowl
security guards chased the man backstage, and reportedly stamped on him before the police arrived.
Gascón's new statements come days after
Chappelle's attorney Gabriel Colwell blasted the decision not to file felony charges for assault with a
deadly weapon, for which Lee was originally
booked.
"Mr. Chappelle wants this case charged as a
felony," Colwell told Rolling Stone. "Ten thousand
people saw Dave Chappelle assaulted on stage at
the Hollywood Bowl last Tuesday night, and the assailant had a deadly weapon on him. The fact that
this isn't charged as a felony case by the DA is insane.''
The district attorney is facing a recall movement over his criminal justice reforms. This week,
in addition to defending his decision about Lee, he
announced plans to convene a roundtable to address security measures at concert venues. "We all
have a right to feel safe when we're attending these
events," Gascón said in a statement. "We will ensure that safety measures are taken to protect performers so that Los Angeles can continue to be a
hub for music, comedy and other artistic performances in this country."
Lee was charged with misdemeanor battery,
possession of a weapon with intent to assault, unauthorized access to the stage area during a performance and commission of an act that delays an
event or interferes with a performer. This week, he
appeared in court Tuesday for a bail review hearing, and is due back in court on May 20 for a pretrial hearing; A judge ordered him to stay at least
100 yards away from Chappelle, the Hollywood
Bowl and any venue where the comedian performs
if Lee is able to post the $30,000 bail.

by MANDALIT DEL BARCO | npr

(LOS ANGELES) - The Los Angeles County district attorney has defended his decision to not file
felony charges against the man who attacked comedian Dave Chappelle last week.
Isaiah Lee, 23, remains behind bars, accused
of tackling the comedian onstage at the Hollywood
Bowl. Lee pleaded not guilty to four misdemeanor
charges filed by a different office, that of the city
attorney. LA's District Attorney George Gascón told
reporters on Tuesday that Lee's behavior wasn't
consistent with a felony.
"Mr. Lee was not holding a weapon when he
rushed Mr. Chappelle, and we can see that by the
video and we also know that from the interviews
with witnesses," Gascón said during a news conference Tuesday. "Security quickly separated the two
men and Mr. Chappelle was not injured."
The LAPD said Lee had in his possession a replica gun with a retractable knife. The office even provided photos of the weapon. But Gascón says Lee
wasn't holding it and the knife blade was always
folded.
Police are still investigating a possible motive
for the attack that happened as Chappelle was per-
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Report Shows America’s Major Cities
are Pricing Out Black Residents

Sam’s Bar-B-Que on east 12th Street.
Photo/JOHN LANGMORE

Black households
experienced the steepest
declines in affordable
neighborhoods in the years
preceding the pandemic.

holds decreased by 14 percent.
The majority of neighborhoods affordable for
Black, Latinx, and low-income households are lower
opportunity neighborhoods.
Among the zip codes with affordable rental
housing for the median-income Black household,
82 percent were either “low” or “very low” — the
bottom two quintiles on the Child Opportunity Index — while only 38 percent of zip codes affordBy Stacy M. Brown
able for the median-income white household were
NNPA Newswire
“low” or “very low” opportunity.
Senior National
“Although this analysis is based on pre-panCorrespondent
demic
data, all signs indicate that the trend of
@StacyBrownMedia
shrinking housing opportunity continues, and, if
anything, conditions have worsened,” the authors
(NNPA) - At the onset of the pandemic, there America.
wasn’t a single state, region, or county in America
Across the 100 most populous metropolitan determined.
They noted that in 2021, rents increased by at
where a full-time worker earning the minimum areas, the number of zip codes where the median
least
10 percent in 149 metropolitan regions,
wage could afford a two-bedroom rental home, and market rents are affordable to low-income housenearly half of Black and Latinx renters (and more holds declined 50 percent between 2013 and 2019 whereas only three metros experienced that level
than a third of all renters) were paying unaffordable (from 17 percent of zip codes to 8 percent), accord- of rent growth in 2019.
Lower income renters, low-wage workers, and
rent, a new report has revealed.
ing to the report.
The National Equity Alliance released “The
The authors noted that the trend of declining small businesses serving communities of color were
hardest hit by the pandemic’s economic fallout.
Shrinking Geography of Opportunity in Metro affordability was widespread.
The report highlighted that nearly six million
America,” this week, and found that the coronavirus
The number of neighborhoods with affordable
pandemic continues to both illuminate and deepen median market rents shrunk in 81 metropolitan re- renter households are currently behind on rent —
the challenges of structural racism and housing in- gions, remained approximately the same in 16 of about double the pre-pandemic baseline.
“Achieving racial equity and a just economy
equity in the United States.
them, and increased in only three regions.
requires
changing this paradigm and ensuring that
“While rent relief programs are sunsetting and
Further, Black and Latinx households have the
rents are skyrocketing, millions of renters negatively fewest choices when it comes to affordable neigh- households living on low incomes can live in affordable homes in neighborhoods that support their
impacted by the pandemic’s economic fallout face borhoods.
crushing rent debt, eviction, and homelessness,” the
In 2019, only 7 percent of zip codes in the top health and economic success,” the authors deterreport’s authors wrote.
100 metros had median market rents affordable to mined.
They concluded:
“And the renters who have been hit the hard- Black households at the median income for all Black
“The crisis of housing affordability remains an
est are disproportionately people of color and households in the metro.
people living on low incomes. This extreme precarity
For Latinx households at the median income, urgent challenge for communities across the counstems from a housing crisis that has plagued com- just 16 percent of zip codes had affordable median try, and it is being driven by both national and local
forces.
munities for decades.”
market rents.
“As our analysis shows, there is a growing gap
Thai Le, a postdoctoral fellow at the University
Black households experienced the steepest
of Southern California’s Equity Research Institute; declines in affordable neighborhoods in the years in access to affordable housing and high-quality
neighborhoods for working-class renters and rentEdward Muña, project manager at the institute; preceding the pandemic.
Sarah Treuhaft, vice president of Research at
Between 2013 and 2019 — even as the ers of color.
“Protecting renters at risk of eviction and enPolicyLink, and Rasheedah Phillips, director of hous- economy was recovering and median incomes insuring
all households have access to safe and afing at PolicyLink; joined to author the study.
creased for households of all races and ethnicities
They revealed that working-class households — the number of zip codes with median market fordable housing is key to an equitable recovery and
face a shrinking geography of opportunity in metro rents affordable to median-income Black house- a strong economy built on shared prosperity.”

Gov. Abbott is betting on anti-immigration policies to win reelection. Will it work?
The Texas Newsroom | By Sergio Martínez-Beltrán
(The Texas Newsroom) - Gov. Greg Abbott’s
latest — and potentially most controversial controversial to date — immigration-related proposal
would “resurrect” a U.S. Supreme Court case that
requires states to educate all children, including
students who are undocumented.
Abbott, who is running for reelection in November, recently hinted the state was going to challenge Plyler v. Doe — the landmark 1982 U.S. Supreme Court decision.
In an interview last week with conservative
radio talk show host Joe Pags, the Republican governor said the challenges put on the state’s public
education system by children who don’t speak English is “extraordinary.” Abbott did not elaborate or
provide evidence backing up his comments.
“Think about what they are trying to grapple

with in our schools — It’s not just Spanish that teachers have to deal with, it’s multiple languages,”
Abbott said. “The expenses are extraordinary and
the times are different than when Plyler v. Doe was
issued many decades ago.”
Abbott’s comments came the same day as Politico released a leaked Supreme Court draft opinion where a majority of the justices voted to overturn Roe v. Wade.
The governor has made immigration a cornerstone of his gubernatorial reelection campaign, and
it seems he's not afraid of implementing policies
that even stir backlash from members of his own
party. Whether his policies will help him win reelection remains to be seen.
However, Joshua Blank, the research director
at the Texas Politics Project at the University of

Texas-Austin, told The Texas Newsroom that
Abbott’s overpolitization of immigration could help
him.
“By keeping attention on immigration and border security you have a campaign issue that puts
Democrats on the defensive, plays into the national
narrative and the national environment that is providing significant headwinds for Democrats, but also
highlights an issue that really activates and speaks
to your base voters,” Blank said.
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Cap Metro CEO departs, leaving two Austin transit
organizations without permanent leadership
BY NATHAN BERNIER | KUT

Randy Clarke

Jeffrey Travillion

Randy Clarke was selected by the WMATA Board of Directors to be the agency's next general
manager and CEO. He will succeed Paul Wiedefeld who is retiring at the end of June.
(KUT) - Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority CEO Randy Clarke
will leave Austin to head the
public transit agency in
Washington, D.C.
The Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority announced this
morning Clarke will take
over in late summer as
general manager and
CEO. Clarke’s five-year
agreement with WMATA
includes an annual salary

of $485,000 and a
$4,000/month housing allowance for up to to six
months. At Capital Metro,
Clarke’s 2021 earnings
were $376,687.
During his four years
at Capital Metro, Clarke
oversaw the transit
agency’s biggest overhaul
to the city’s bus route system. He presided over the
agency as Austin voters
authorized the singlelargest expansion of tran-

sit in the city’s history in
November 2020.
Clarke’s departure
means both transit
agencies responsible for
overseeing the implementation of that
multibillion-dollar expansion will be without
permanent leaders.
The Austin Transit
Partnership, a local government agency created
to oversee Project Connect, voted last month

to remove Clarke as CEO
after a consultant’s report recommended a
change in governance
structure. An interim director was named during the search for a permanent replacement.
And now Capital
Metro, which has been
struggling to keep routes
running on time amid a
driver shortage, will be
without an executive.
Capital Metro’s

Vivica A. Fox Calls Kevin Samuels’ Death
“Karma” For Comments About Black Women
by Preezy Brown | VIBE
(VIBE) - The death
of popular YouTuber and
image consultant Kevin
Samuels has garnered a
mixed reaction from the
public, with a number of
his detractors weighing
in on his passing.
One celebrity who
has publicly commented
on Samuels’ death is veteran actress Vivica A. Fox,
who criticized his polarizing commentary regarding Black women and
deemed his death as
“karma” for his rhetoric
and actions during an appearance
on
the
FOXSOUL streaming talk
show Cocktails With

Mike Tyson
Won't Face
Charges For
Punching Man
Who Annoyed
Him On Jet
Blue Flight
by David Moye
HUFFPOST
(HUFFPOST) - Authorities are investigating
after cellphone video appears to show Mike Tyson
hitting another passenger
on a plane at San Francisco
International Airport.
(Photo: Willy Sanjuan via
Associated Press)
Former pro boxer
Mike Tyson will not face
charges for an incident last

Queens. “This man was a
hypocrite, in my honest
opinion. He really was,”
Fox said of Samuels. “I
didn’t find anything about
him to be healing. He insulted African American
women on a consistent

knocking at your door, she
might not be so kind. So,
the fact that he keeled
over real quick and was
supposedly with a
woman that we don’t yet
know the nationality, rest
in peace.”
News of Samuels’
death first surfaced on
social media last Thursday (May 5). Samuels,
Kevin Samuels
57, reportedly passed
basis.”
away while on a date
She continued, add- with a woman in Atlanta,
ing, “I hope this is teach- during which he began
ing folks a lesson about to complain about chest
the karma that you put pains before collapsing.
out, the negativity that No official cause of
you put out in the world. death has yet been reThat when karma comes vealed.

month where he punched
a fellow passenger on a
JetBlue flight.
The San Mateo
County District Attorney
announced on Tuesday
that prosecutors will not
be filing charges against
the former heavyweight
champion for the alleged
assault, which took place
on a flight out of San Francisco International Airport,
Oakland Fox affiliate KTVU
reported.
D.A. Steve Wagstaffe
said the decision was made
not to charge Tyson with
misdemeanor battery after
reviewing video and police
reports from the April 20
incident.
No charges will be
filed against the passenger
either, who Wagstaffe
noted declined to press

charges against the boxer.
“We now deem the
case closed,” Wagstaffe
said.
Footage initially obtained by TMZ Sports
showed Tyson sitting in his
first class seat waiting for
the plane to take off from
San Francisco to Florida
while a man who seems
very excited keeps trying to
talk him.
A witness told TMZ
that Tyson was patient
with the man before eventually trying to end the exchange.
However, the man
kept talking to Tyson, and
eventually the boxer tried
to get him to stop by
punching him several
times.
Tyson then reportedly walked off the plane

Vivica A. Fox

board of directors will
meet this month with
Clarke to figure out a
transition plan.
“We will certainly
miss Randy at Cap
Metro,” Travis County

Commissioner and Capital Metro Board Chair
Jeffrey Travillion said.
This story was produced as part of the Austin Monitor’s reporting
partnership with KUT.

Travis County Healthcare District d/b/a
Central Health
1111 E. Cesar Chavez Street
Austin, TX 78702
RFP 2204-003 CHIF Funds Programs
Due Date: 6/3/2022 by 2:00 PM CT
Scope of Work: Central Health is launching its
Community Health Initiative Fund (CHIF) to
support community groups, nonprofits, and
private businesses in addressing health
inequities among Travis County residents with
low incomes. Through the CHIF, Central Health
will provide funding to improve factors affecting health which occur outside a medical setting, such as lack of access to healthy food, safe
housing, quality education, jobs paying living
wages, health literacy and resources to help
manage chronic conditions. Ordering Instructions: Package can be downloaded from:
https://prod.bidsync.com/central-health,
OR
http://www.centralhealth.net/finance/
purchasing OR http://
www.txsmartbuy.com/sp

Apply at, HR 5930 Middle Fiskville Rd.
6th Floor, Austin, TX 78752
http://www/austincc.edu EEO/AA/M/F/D/V
Job Line (512 223-5621)

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!
Mike Tyson
Photo/Willy Sanjuan via AP

while the man received
medical attention before
getting off the plane himself to go to the police.
Representatives for
Tyson later told TMZ that
“unfortunately, Mr. Tyson
had an incident on a flight
with an aggressive passenger who began harassing
him and threw a water
bottle at him while he was
in his seat.”

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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COMMENTARY: Is Religious Freedom Free?
Op-Ed: By Rev. Dr. Martha C. Taylor | The Oakland Post
(Op-Ed) - The late Fannie Lou Hamer said, “If I
am truly free, who can tell me how much of my freedom I can have today?” That is the question that
The United States Supreme Court wrestled with last
week in the case of Joe Kennedy, who was fired by
the school board in Washington State for praying at
the 50-yard line after the high school football game
ended.
Kennedy defended his position saying the
school board violated his rights to free speech and
the freedom to exercise his religion. Kennedy, a
Christian, said he felt compelled to give thanks
through a silent prayer at the conclusion of each
game.
In 2019, a federal appeals court ruled that the
school board in Washington State was correct when
it fired Coach Joe Kennedy for praying publicly. A
judge of the Ninth Circuit said, “A coach’s duty to
serve as a good role model requires the coach to
refrain from any manifestation of religious faith —
even when the coach is plainly not on duty.”
Where does freedom start and stop?
Kennedy’s case has sparked controversy, landing in
the Supreme Court this past week debating just how
far can a person express religious freedom in public
spaces.
On June 25, 1962, the Supreme Court decided
that praying in schools violated the First Amendment by constituting an establishment of religion.
The following year, the Court disallowed Bible readings in public schools for similar reasons.
Long before the Supreme Court’s ruling in 1962
and the current Kennedy case, we are reminded of
a very dark period in U.S. history; it was legal that
enslaved Africans were forbidden to express religious freedom in any form including reading, writing and praying.
The late Dr. Albert J. Raboteau, an African
American scholar, gave meaning to what Africans
had to endure to worship. The hush harbors, known

Joe Kennedy
as the invisible church, was a secret worship place
built with tree branches in the deep woods out of
ear shot and eyesight of slave masters. The secret
call to worship used codes. One such code was the
spiritual, “Steal Away to Jesus.” If enslaved Africans
were caught worshiping, they were subjected to
vicious beatings or could be murdered for exercising religious freedom.

Dr. Albert J. Raboteau

During the secret worship, the African
preacher sermonized how God delivered the Hebrews from slavery to freedom. The ancestors believed and trusted that the same God who told
Moses to go down in Egypt land and let my people
go was the same God that was going to set them
free. The enslaved Africans practiced their African
rituals knowing the spirit of the ancestors was with
them, encouraging them, that slavery was not their
destiny. C. Eric Lincoln reminded us in the epic book
“The Black Church in the African American Experience,” that “The term ‘freedom’ has found a deep
religious resonance in the lives and hopes of African Americans.”
Colin Kaepernick refused to stand for the StarSpangled Banner, National Anthem. He said he did
so to protest police shootings of African American
men and other social injustices faced by Black
people in the United States. The Star-Spangled Banner is a lyrical prayer – “and this be our motto, “In
God we trust.”
Kaepernick was punished for expressing his
freedom by refusing to engage in what he sees as
hypocrisy. Is it time for a new national anthem? Near
the Rotunda of the Capitol, a room is set apart for
prayer. In light of the controversy, should the prayer
room be removed? In 2009, I gave the opening
prayer as a Guest Chaplain for the U.S. House of
Representatives that was aired on CNN and other
networks.
Is the opening prayer possibly up for elimination? On April 17, 1952, President Harry Truman
signed a bill proclaiming the National Day of Prayer
into law in the United States. Will it be reversed?
Tim Tebow often knelt and prayed at football games.
Steph Curry has a line of tennis shoes with a biblical scripture, “I can do all things…”
Ms. Hamer raised a critical inquiry, how much
of my freedom can I have today? Are you willing to
contend for your faith?

