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By Naomi Richard | VILLAGER
(VILLAGER) - Our Black is beautiful, and especially on the big screen — and it is captured masterfully in the Black Panther Franchise! Black Panther: Wakanda Forever was released only in theaters November 11 and is now playing at a theater
near you. It’s the epic story of power, conflict and
redemption returning to theaters with force!
Wakanda grossed an estimated $25.2 million on its
opening Thursday night according to multiple
sources, affirming the strength of the series.
The storyline portrays Queen Ramonda, Shuri,
M’Baku, Okoye and the Dora Milaje as they fight to
protect the kingdom of Wakanda from intervening
world powers in the wake of King T’Challa’s death.
As the Wakandans strive to embrace their next
chapter, the heroes must band together with the
help of War Dog Nakia and Everett Ross and forge a
new path for their nation.
At the dawn of King T’Challa’s death, invading
forces from around the world target Wakanda’s
vibranium, unleashing chaos, and it will be the duty
of Shuri, M’Baku, Nakia and Okoye to defend the
nation, especially when a mysterious Mexican civi-

lization emerges from the depths of the sea.
This sequel, which places the nation of
Wakanda against Namor and the undersea nation
of Talokan stars Letitia Wright, Lupita Nyong’o,
Danai Gurira, Winston Duke, Dominique Thorne,
Florence Kasumba, Michaela Coel, Tenoch Huerta,
Martin Freeman and Angela Bassett. The film’s
events follow the death of King T’Challa, who was
played by the late Chadwick Boseman in prior Marvel entries.
Actor-activist Boseman died in 2020 after a
private battle with colon cancer, but he left the cast
with a strong determination to carry on the powerful franchise in his honor. Angela Bassett commented with a strong voice and a heavy heart, “In
the telling of this story, we were able to honor him
together!”
Actress Letitia Wright spoke passionately about
the production: “There is so much happening in
this movie, it’s amazing. So many new characters
to explore. I’m so excited about the world being able
to tap into Wakanda again — how each character
See NOMINATED, page 3
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I look at my father in
awe. The things he must’ve
seen in his lifetime would
astound me. The strength
he possessed to endure all
he endured while growing
up young, poor, and black
in the synergy of America’s
racist, oppressive, and Jim
Crow eras.
The discipline, courage, and determination my
father must have. 85 years
young and still the owner
of his own business for
more than 45 years. In the
South, no less.
There is a quote from
a movie back in 2017. I
don’t much care for the
movie, but I love the
quote. I admire it. I resemble it.
It states: “You newer
models are happy scraping
the shit... because you’ve
never seen a miracle.”
In essence, those
who came before me witnessed phenomena. Spectacles I can only dream
about in my lifetime. My
father is the vintage
model. Telling me, the
newer model, that I’m –
happy – with the status
quo. I stay in line, follow
orders, and keep my head
down.
The problem with
those things is a lack of vision. I mean true vision.
Success is but a measurement. What gauges life?
Is it money? Fortune? Fame?
Is it Love? Drive? Accolades?
I’d trade all that crap;
Just to witness a miracle.
Some would say,
“Well, there’s Barack
Obama.”
No.
That ground work
was laid for him by a
miracle. One of which my
father did see and was a
part of.
Not to mention,
Obama walked past a
sleeping giant. Do you believe that could happen
again in this century?
Please.
This is the age of
newer models. All this
strife, material-fetching
and fear-mongering. From
the richest to the poorest,
we’re all just happy scraping the shit.
What we need…is a
miracle.
Thank God for
Trump.
For we are about to
receive such miracle.
The chickens have
come home to roost. And
all that awaits is the bloodbath to ensue when the
Fox returns for said chickens.
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Black Panther, first comic
book movie nominated for
Best Picture
by Naomi Richard
VILLAGER
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Entertainment Writer

Continued from page 1
takes on new challenges. And I’m excited
about us honoring Chad.
Just seeing the world of
Wakanda again — and
now we’re going to this
wild new world under
water!”
The film was directed by Ryan Coogler
and written by Coogler
and Joe Robert Cole. It
was executive produced
by Victoria Alonso, Louis
D’Esposito, Kevin Feige,
Nate Moore and Barry H
Waldman.
Ruth Carter, 2019
Academy Award winner for Achievement in
Costume Design for
Marvel’s Black Panther
– who made history as
the first African American to win in this category — returned to

We Want YOU!

DOUBLE
“R”
FILE: (L-R) Roxanne Chargois, Tommy Wyatt, Naomi Richard and
Academy Award Winner Ruth E. Carter in Austin, Texas attending
The Links Western Area Conference.
Wakanda Forever as its
Costume Designer.
As the first release
in this series, Black
Panther was one of the
highest hits in the Marvel Universe, grossing

$700 million at the US
box office and $1.3 billion worldwide. Black
Panther also became
the first comic book
movie nominated for
Best Picture at the Os-

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

cars. In 2019 it won
Best Achievement in
Music, Best Achievement in Costume Design and Best Achievement in Production Design!

VETERANS RECEIVE LONG AWAITED
DIPLOMAS FROM AISD ON VETERANS DAY

WE INVITE EVERYONE!
Sunday
10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service
on YouTube Live. Click the
QR code for Worship Services.
8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry
Experience via Zoom*.
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*
&RQWDFWWKHFKXUFKRI¿FHDWHEFRI¿FH#VEFJOREDOQHWIRUOLQN

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor
1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702
Phone (512) 478-175 Fax (512) 478-1892

Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)
(512) 478-6709

Agape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15
7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.
For there is No Greater Love!

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a
Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM
Call: 454-1547 for transportation
H. Ed Calahan, Pastor
Web: www.agapebcaustintx.com

By Arlene L.
Youngblood,
Contributing Reporter
(VILLAGER) - Last Friday, November 11, 2022,
the Nealy and Sauls’ families had something to
truly celebrate on Veterans’ Day. Two veterans:
Mr. William Nealy and Mr.
Ricky Sauls received their
high school diplomas
from the Austin Independent School District during a graduation ceremony held at McCallum
High School in North Austin. Mr. Nealy (U.S. Army
and the Texas National
Guard) received his diploma from Principal
Steven Covin of Navarro
Early College High School
(formerly Sidney Lanier
High School). Mr. Sauls (U
S. Marines) received his
diploma from Principal Dr.
Melvin Bedford of Austin
High School. Principal
Nicole Griffiths oversaw
the certifying of the diplomas. This special program was sponsored by
the Austin Independent
School District from the
Department of Student
Support Services coordinated by Ms. Gia Jones
and Ms. Shirley Alexander.

Veteran Diploma Ceremony Graduates - Mr. William Nealy and Mr. Rioky Sauls
receive their high school diplomas from the Austin Independent School District
last Friday, November 11, 2022 at McCallum High School - Austin, Texas.

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Family Members - Mrs. Edith Davis McKinney, Veteran Graduate Ricky Sauls,
Atty. Regina Temple Grimes, Mrs. Cynthia Sauls Houston, and Ms. Perri Travillion.

CLOSING EARLY
Wednesday, Nov. 23
at 6 PM; CLOSED
for Thanksgiving
Thursday & Friday,
Nov. 24 & 25

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther
Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.
Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home
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Coach Prime Large And In Charge at Jackson State

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports
Columnist
(VILLAGER) - Sadly,
history could very well
repeat itself.
Deion Sanders
(a.k.a., Prime Time or
Coach Prime, take your
pick) is well on his way
to becoming the new
Eddie Robinson. He’s
done a remarkable job
elevating Jackson State’s
football program.
So remarkable, in
fact, that Sanders has
been mentioned as a legitimate candidate for
Power 5 coaching openings, including Auburn in
the SEC.
“I’d be a fool and a
liar to tell you I’m not
going to entertain those
things because I am,”
Sanders said in a 60 Minutes interview. “But I
have no plans to move
or go anywhere.”
Don’t go, Deion.
Stay.
Finish what you
started.
I want Deion to be
the king of Black College
Football. In three short
years, he’s already made
HBCU football relevant

Jackson State University players, led by coach Deion Sanders, prepare for their entrance into Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium at the
Southern Heritage Classic on Sept. 11, 2021, in Memphis, Tennessee. Gerry Melendez for The Undefeated
again. Not since the days
of Robinson and Doug
WIlliams at Grambling,
Jerry Rice at Mississippi
Valley State and Walter
Payton at, yes, Jackson
State, has Black college
football generated so
much excitement.
It would be a
shame to see Deon leave
Jackson State for a bigger bag of cash and take
all that excitement with
him.
Coach Prime at Auburn won’t be the same
as Coach Prime at Jackson State.
Coach Prime IS
Jackson State.
That won’t be the

case at Auburn, where
an eight-figure contract
raises the ante, and the
level of competition is
much steeper.
“Too many African
American coaches from
HBCUs have been attached to anything concerning the Power 5,”
Sanders said in the same
60 Minutes interview.
“We love to do the
things that have not
been done around Jackson State.”
Top recruits who
previously didn’t consider playing football at
a Black college now want
to play for Sanders at
Jackson State, an HBCU

program coached by a
Pro Football Hall of
Famer who’s restoring
pride in self and Black
college football. Coach
Prime sells recruits on
why go to a Power 5 program when you can play
for me at Jackson State,
win big and still impress
NFL scouts. He loses that
edge if he coaches at a
Power 5 program.
It takes me back to
the great Rube Foster,
A native of Calvert,
Texas born in 1879, Foster founded the Negro
National League. To this
day, it remains the only
sports league owned,
managed and played by

Blacks. Foster wanted
entire Black baseball
franchises to join the
white Major Leagues,
not just individual players like Jackie Robinson.
Unfortunately, Foster’s
mental breakdown in
1926 and his death four
years later led to Major
League teams raiding
Negro League rosters
and capitalizing on the
Black community’s desire to integrate.
While
Major
League baseball eventually welcomed players
from the Negro Leagues,
beginning with Robinson
in 1947, its refusal to integrate and accept Ne-

gro League teams eliminated every Black person involved in baseball
- owners, coaches, trainers, lawyers, and accountants - except the
precious on-the-field talent.
I fear that’s what
will happen if Sanders
leaves Jackson State for
a Power 5 opportunity,
that HBCU football will
go back to being irrelevant.
I want the best for
Coach Prime. Let ‘s hope
he finds everything he
needs at Jackson State.
John Harris Jr. can
be
reached
at
jdharrsjr@yahoo.com.

WELLS FARGO
WANTS YOU TO
AVIOD ONLINE
SHOPPING
SCAMS
Whether you’re shopping online to buy a used
car, jewelry, or even clothing, it’s important to guard
against online shopping scams. According to the
FTC, online shopping scams were the second most
common fraud category reported by consumers in
20211.
Online scammers are smart. Be prepared to
identify potential scams with the following online
shopping safety tips.
10 Tips to Identify and Help Protect Yourself
From Online Shopping Scams
1. Only shop on secure websites
with good reputations.
2. Do not shop using public wi-fi connections.
3. Be suspicious of deals that are too
good to be true.
4. Avoid sellers who use pressure tactics
to get you to buy.
5. Be wary of social media ads that
may take you to an unfamiliar shopping site.
6. Use a credit card to purchase instead of
debit cards, prepaid cards, or wire transfers.
7. Set up bank account alerts and
notifications to monitor your accounts.
8. Never give out sensitive information
like your account or social security number.
9. Search for the seller and the word
“scam” to vet them before sending money
10. If something doesn’t feel right,
trust your gut and walk away
Shopping online is convenient, fast, and easy.
However, it’s important to know how to shop safely
so you don’t fall victim to online shopping scams.
By putting these tips into practice, you can feel more
confident that you will recognize the signs of a scam.
Remember, it’s better to be cautious and risk
losing a deal rather than lose your money. If you’ve
already sent money, report the scam right away to
your bank and the Federal Trade Commission.

www.theaustinvillager.com

AVA DUVERNAY,
VENUS AND SERENA
WILLIAMS AMONG
HONOREES AT
PORTRAIT OF A
NATION GALA

HEADLINES
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Smithsonian
African American
Museum Honors
Chadwick
Boseman’s Black
Panther Costume
in New Exhibit
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

WASHINGTON, DC - NOVEMBER 12: Serena Williams
(NNPA) - A new exhibition debuting next spring
attends the 2022 Portrait Of A Nation Gala on at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African
November 12, 2022 in Washington, DC. (Photo by Paul American History and Culture (NMAAHC) will celMorigi/Getty Images for National Portrait Gallery)
ebrate Chadwick Boseman’s Black Panther hero
costume.
by Eric Moody | BLACK ENTERPRISE
“Afrofuturism: A History of Black Futures,”
opens on March 24, 2023, and feature the late
(BE) - More than 750 entertainers and
actor’s iconic gear.
influencers were welcomed to Washington D.C. SatBlack Panther counts as the first superhero of
urday for the 2022 Portrait of a Nation Gala.
African descent to appear in mainstream American
The event, directed by art curator Kim Sajet,
comics, and the film is the first major cinematic prowas held at the Smithsonian‘s National Portrait Galduction on the character.
lery.
“Investigating Afrofuturist expression through
“This year’s Portrait of a Nation Gala strengthart, music, activism and more, this exhibition exens our commitment to contemporary portraiture,”
plores and reveals Afrofuturism’s historic and poiSajet said in an issued press release. “We collabognant engagement with African American history
rate with contemporary artists to illuminate the hisand popular culture,” Smithsonian officials wrote
tory unfolding around us while also looking back at
in a news release.
the changemakers who came before.”
“From the enslaved looking to the cosmos for
Seven honorees received this year’s Portrait of
freedom to popular sci-fi stories inspiring Black asa Nation Award, including award-winning filmmaker
tronauts, to the musical influence of Sun Ra,
Ava DuVernay, 23-time Grand Slam champion and
OutKast, P-Funk and more, this exhibition covers the
entrepreneur Serena Williams, and her sister, felbroad and impactful spectrum of Afrofuturism.”
low tennis champion and pay equity activist Venus
Through the 4,300-square-foot temporary exWilliams.
hibition, visitors will view a variety of objects from
The award, established in 2015, recognizes inAfrofuturism pioneers, including Octavia Butler’s
dividuals who have made transformative contributypewriter, Nichelle Nichols’ Star Trek uniform as
tions to the United States and its people.
the character Lt. Nyoto Uhura and Nona Hendryx’s
The awardees were also featured in portraits
spacesuit-inspired costume worn while performing
displayed in the National Portrait Gallery, honoring
with LaBelle.
the extraordinary contributions these individuals
have brought forth in their respective industries
during a special red-carpet gathering.

Portrait of Ava DuVernay by Kenturah Davis
“Portraiture is both the past and present, contemplative and motivating, traditional and avantgarde, and we encourage everyone looking at the
portraits of this year’s honorees to reflect on how
they might see history and want themselves to be
seen,” Sajet added in her statement.
Other honorees included humanitarian José
Andrés, Grammy award-winning music executive,
and philanthropist Clive Davis, attorney and
children’s rights activist Marian Wright Edelman,
and leading public health expert Dr. Anthony Fauci.
The special gathering was curated by Rhea L.
Combs, director of curatorial affairs, in collaboration with Taína Caragol, curator of painting, sculpture, and Latinx art and history, and Leslie Ureña,
curator of photographs.
The event featured six newly commissioned
portraits and one never-before-seen photograph by
contemporary artists Ruven Afanador (Edelman),
Hugo Crosthwaite (Fauci), Kenturah Davis
(DuVernay), David Hockney (Davis), Kadir Nelson
(Andrés), Toyin Ojih Odutola (S. Williams) and Robert Pruitt (V. Williams).
Attendees also enjoyed cocktails, dinner, and
a performance by acclaimed Jazz musician Wynton
Marsalis.

Black Panther original movie poster
The exhibition also utilizes select objects to
elevate stories that speak to Black liberation and
social equality, such as Trayvon Martin’s flight suit
from Experience Aviation, and his childhood dream
of being an astronaut.
“Trayvon Martin’s flight suit tells the story of a
dream of space flight ended tragically by earthbound violence,” said Kevin Young, the Andrew W.
Mellon Director of the National Museum of African
American History and Culture.
“We are honored to tell more of Trayvon’s
story, exploring his love of flight and mechanics and
his fondness for science and technology.
Afrofuturism charts the joy of a rich, imagined future, often in the face of injustice.”
Since its opening in 2016, NMAAHC has supported conversations, collections and initiatives
surrounding Afrofuturism.
“Afrofuturism: A History of Black Futures” will
be on view in the museum’s Bank of America Special Exhibitions Gallery from March 24, 2023,
through March 2024.
For more details about the new exhibition and
to sign up for additional updates, visit the museum’s
Afrofuturism website.

CIA Director
and Russian
Counterpart
Discuss Brittney
Griner, Paul
Whelan
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

Brittney Griner
(NNPA) - CIA director Bill Burns and Russia’s
spy agency boss Sergey Naryshkin planned to meet
on Monday, Nov. 14, to discuss the potential release
of WNBA Star Brittney Griner and former U.S. military veteran Paul Whelan, both deemed by America
as unlawfully detained citizens.
The Biden administration has maintained its
determination to bring home Griner and Whelan.
Russian authorities recently transferred Griner
to the country’s dreaded penal colony, where many
prisoners have detailed abuse along with a multitude of other human rights violations.
Russian officials jailed Griner in February when
authorities arrested her at a Moscow airport after
finding a small amount of cannabis oil in her luggage.
A court convicted Griner in August of trying to
smuggle narcotics. She received a nine-year sentence, which an appeals court upheld last month.
White House Press Secretary Karine JeanPierre said last week that President Biden had directed all in the administration to prevail on her
“Russian captors” to improve Griner’s treatment
and the conditions many must endure in the
country’s penal colony.
Individuals who’ve spent time at one of
Russia’s infamous penal colonies reported that prisoners aren’t allowed outside contact for weeks.
The colonies are notorious for corrections officers’ repeated abuse of prisoners, violence among
inmates, lack of food, and inadequate sanitation.
Confirmed reports said the United States government had offered to swap the so-called “Merchant of Death” Viktor Bout for Griner and another
imprisoned American, Paul Whelan.
Bout, who’s serving a 25-year federal prison
sentence and notorious for his desire to kill Americans, reportedly has been at the top of Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s wish list.
“We communicated a substantial offer that we
believe could be successful based on a history of
conversations with the Russians,” a senior administration official said earlier this year. “We communicated that many weeks ago, in June.”
The families of Whelan, who Russia has held
for alleged espionage since 2018, and WNBA star
Griner, jailed in Moscow for drug possession since
February, have urged the White House to secure
their release, including via a prisoner exchange, if
necessary, the report stated.
During her court testimony, Griner said she’s still
unsure how cannabis oil ended up in her luggage.
She said a doctor recommended cannabis oil
for her injuries on the basketball court.
“I still don’t understand to this day how they
ended up in my bags,” Griner said, adding that she
was aware of the Russian law outlawing cannabis
oil and that she had not intended to break it.
“I didn’t have any intention to use or keep in
my possession any substance that is prohibited in
Russia,” Griner said.
U.S. officials continue to wait for word from
the Russian government on whether they will accept the swap, and now some are hoping that the
planned meeting between the two Intelligence officials could yield results.
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Beyoncé, Kendrick Lamar lead 2023 Grammy nominations
by TheGrio Staff

Beyoncé

(GRIO) - The Recording Academy announced
the nominations for the
“65th Grammy Awards”
on Tuesday. Beyoncé
leads the pack with nine
nominations
while
Kendrick Lamar follows
closely behind with eight.
Three of Beyoncé’s
nine nominations are in
the general-field catego-

ries. Her album “Renaissance” is up for Album of
the Year, while the
album’s lead single,
“Break My Soul,” is nominated for both Record of
the Year and Song of the
Year. “Renaissance” is also
up for Best Dance/Electronic Album and the album track, “Virgo’s
Groove,” received a nomi-

nation for Best R&B Performance.
Lamar also gained
nominations in the general field, including Album
of the Year for “Mr. Morale and the Big Steppers.”
His non-album single,
“The Heart Part 5,” is up
for Record of the Year and
Song of the Year. “Mr.
Morale” is also nomi-

nated for Best Rap Album,
while “The Heart Part 5”
also is up for Best Rap
Song and Best Rap Performance.
The “2023 Grammy
Awards” ceremony is
scheduled to air live at 8
p.m. ET on Feb. 5 on CBS.
The ceremony will also
stream online on Paramount+.

Kendrick Lamar

Dear Drake, please leave Megan Thee Stallion
and every other Black woman out of your mouth
by Monique Judge
TheGrio
Dear Aubrey,
I’m coming to you
because as a Black
woman, I have some
questions for you that I
am hoping you can answer.
Let me start off by
saying I like some of your
music. You have had
some bops over the years.
“All Me” is still in heavy
rotation in my car, even
though I immediately
turn it off once it gets to
Big Sean’s part (and that’s
not a Big Sean diss. He’s
cute, that thang is obviously heavy, and he has
some good raps too, just
not on that song. To me.
You and 2 Chainz carry
that one). I also like
“Money In the Grave”
with you and Rick Ross.
That’s a great song to Cwalk to if you know how.
I was rooting for you
when you had your beef
with Meek Mill. People
say you don’t even write
your own rhymes, and I
have excused that for the
most part because you
usually have pretty dope
beats backing you, and
since you got your
mommy makeover and

BBL and grew out your
beard (or used Bigen or
whatever if that’s the
case), you’ve actually
looked kinda hot.
That said, you recently released an album
with 21 Savage that has
been discussed quite a bit
online since its release. I
haven’t listened to “Her
Loss,” specifically because
as soon as I got wind that
you were dissing people
like Megan Thee Stallion
and Serena’s doting husband, Alexis Ohanian, I
immediately knew it was
a no for me.
Here’s the thing,
Aubrey: Why are you out
here picking fights with
women (or their husbands) who are not worried about you?
Listen, I get it. You
are a white woman of
color who was born and
raised in Canada. You are
an actor who got your
start on the Canadian
show “Degrassi,” and you
are now in the midst of
playing your biggest role,
that of a rapper named
Drake.
I totally understand
that you want to bring realism to the latest and
longest-running acting
role you have ever had,
and real rappers actually
have beefs at times and

make diss records about
each other, so you figured
you would do the same.
Except, you chose to attack people who weren’t
even bothering you.
Calling
Alexis
Ohanian a “groupie” simply because he is a loving
husband who adores his
wife and young daughter
was absolutely low. That
man is minding his business, cheering his wife on
and making cute pancakes for his little girl. He
has done nothing to you,
and he’s not even in the
game, so why are you
coming for him? Are you
mad that he is with
Serena and you aren’t?
Girl, grow up. Please.
Then you decided to
come for Megan Thee
Stallion, referencing her
assault at the hands of
Tory Lanez, and that is
some poot-butt ass ish if
you ask me.
I know that for you
as a white woman taking
on the role of bitter bitch
this may be hard to grasp,
but cracking jokes about
a Black woman being
physically assaulted (she
was shot!) by a Black man
is never OK. I’m not sure
why you would think it is.
You are going too far.
There are people
trying to argue the

“double entendre” angle
on your behalf, claiming
that you weren’t talking
about her being shot but
rather dangling an allegation that her ass might not
be real, and even that is
stupid if you ask me.
Are you jealous that
Megan’s natural little
booty moves and looks
better than yours? Are
you jealous of her body?
Her ability to twerk?
Or is it something
deeper? Are you threatened by the way Megan
is in charge of her own
sexuality? Is it upsetting
that she doesn’t center
men in her sexy lyrics? Or
does the idea that she can
actually write her own
rhymes make you feel inferior in comparison?
Usually when a rapper disses another rapper,
it’s because there was an
initial shot fired, but in
this case, Megan was
minding her own damn
business, and here your
goofy ass comes unable
to keep her name out of
your mouth.
Like seriously. There
are so many worthy opponents you could have
gone after in your
rhyme— people you actually have a reason to
beef with.
You could have gone

after Pusha T. He literally
had to punk you into
openly admitting to fathering your child (which,
stop putting braids in that
baby’s hair! That texture
ain’t built for that, and
you are giving your child
you were previously hiding traction alopecia,
ma’am).
You could have gone
after Diddy. I heard he
slapped fire from your ass
once upon a time.
You could have
dissed T.I. as a proxy for
his late friend, who reportedly peed on you.
I mean honestly, if
you were that hard up for
a woman to argue with, I
hear there is a woman in
the rap game who is running out of other women
to beef with. Maybe you
could argue with her. She
never seems to tire of it.
My point is, girl, you
didn’t have to go after
Megan, and you look like
a punk for doing so.
You were probably
in the studio thinking you
really did something, and
actually, you did. You
showed us that when it
comes down to it, you are
just another actor in the
rap game getting paid to
exploit hip-hop culture
and being a sassy ho while
doing so. You embarrass-

Megan Thee Stallion
ing us, sis.
The hilarious part of
all of this is I heard Megan
actually has a writing
credit on the “Her Loss”
album, which means ultimately, she won.
Listen. You have had
a huge impact on the
game. There’s no denying
or disputing that, but
when you do childish and
petty stuff like this, it just
adds to the long list of reasons no one really takes
you seriously.
Next time, stick to
attacking people who are
attacking you and leave
Megan, Serena, Alexis
and all the rest of the
people minding their
business out of it.
Now, run along and
go memorize your script.
I’m sure you have some
lines to run for your next
hit.
Look, Drakel Dolezal,
at the end of the day, you
are just one in a long line
of white women roleplaying as a person of
color, and if you want us
to be accepting of that,
please learn to stay in
your lane, girl.

Democrats sue for Saturday voting in Georgia Senate runoff
By JEFF AMY | Associated Press
ATLANTA (AP) — U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock's
campaign and Democratic groups are suing the state
of Georgia to overturn guidance by Republican Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger that counties
can't offer Saturday voting ahead of next month's
Senate runoff election.
The lawsuit, filed late Monday by the Democratic Party of Georgia, Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee and the Warnock campaign, challenges the state's finding that it would be illegal to
hold early voting on Nov. 26, the day after a state
holiday. The lawsuit says the state's interpretation
hurts Warnock in particular because Democrats
tend to push early voting more than Republicans.
The race between Warnock and his Republican
challenger, Herschel Walker, is headed to a Dec. 6 runoff after neither candidate won a majority of votes in
the midterm election. Democrats have already secured
control of the Senate but are hoping to increase their
narrow margin with a Warnock victory.
“Illegal attempts to block Saturday voting are
another desperate attempt by career politicians to
squeeze the people out of their own democracy and
to silence the voices of Georgians,” Quentin Fulks,
Warnock’s campaign manager, said in a statement.
“We’re aggressively fighting to protect Georgia voters’ ability to vote on Saturday.”
Raffensperger dismissed the lawsuit as politics.
“Senator Warnock and his Democratic Party allies are seeking to change Georgia law right before an
election based on their political preferences,” he said.
“Instead of muddying the water and pressuring counties to ignore Georgia law, Senator Warnock should
be allowing county election officials to continue preparations for the upcoming runoff.”
Walker’s campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Under Georgia’s 2021 election law, there will
be only four weeks before the runoff — with Thanksgiving in the middle. Many Georgians will be offered
only five weekdays of early in-person voting beginning Nov. 28. And June’s primary runoffs showed
time for mail ballots to be received and returned
can be very tight.
Raffensperger and Deputy Secretary of State
Gabriel Sterling had initially said they expected at
least some counties would offer voting on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. State law requires at least
five weekdays of early in-person balloting beginning
Monday, Nov. 28, but also directs Georgia’s 159
counties to open early in-person voting “as soon as
possible” in a runoff.
But Sterling told The Associated Press in a Friday interview that officials had researched the law
and concluded that it would be illegal to hold early
voting on a day after a state holiday. Thanksgiving
and the following Friday are both state holidays.
Raffensperger’s office followed up Saturday with an
official election bulletin to the counties setting the
position into writing.
The plaintiffs say Raffensperger’s interpretation “misreads” and “cherry-picks” the law.
They argue that the bar on voting after a holiday applies only to primary and general elections
and not to runoffs. They say a 2017 revision of state
law dropped the holiday exception for runoffs, and
that reading it that way would mandate early voting on Saturday, Nov. 19, an impossibility since state
officials don’t plan to certify the midterm election
results until Monday, Nov. 21.
“The Secretary’s insistence that counties may
not hold advance voting on November 26 therefore
has no support in the law,” lawyers wrote.
The lawsuit, filed in Fulton County Superior

Court, asks a judge to rule that the law doesn’t bar
counties from holding advance voting on Saturday,
Nov. 26 and to bar Raffensperger from interfering
with counties holding voting on that day. The plaintiffs also ask for an emergency hearing and temporary restraining order.
The DSCC has sent letters encouraging counties to defy Raffensperger and schedule Saturday
voting anyway. But the lawsuit notes that the State
Election Board might retaliate against counties that
go ahead by investigating or suspending election
officials. Atlanta’s Fulton County is already under
investigation after Republican lawmakers used a
provision in Georgia’s 2021 election law to demand
a state inquiry.
Republicans pushed through the election law
in response to Donald Trump’s false claims that he
had been cheated out of victory in Georgia. Republicans argued the law was needed to restore public
confidence, but it shortened the period to request
an absentee ballot and limited ballot drop boxes,
leading to a Democratic outcry.
Saturday voting had less participation during
the general election than weekday early voting, but
Democrats argue that it benefits people who can’t
vote on weekdays and that eliminating Saturday voting would harm Warnock “by eliminating a potential advance voting day that is likely to be used by
voters who affiliate with the Democratic Party.”
The lawsuit plays out against a yearslong background of clashes over voting in Georgia. In 2018,
Democrat Stacey Abrams claimed Republican Brian
Kemp used his position as secretary of state to improperly hold back likely Democratic voters in their
gubernatorial contest that year. The Abramsfounded Fair Fight Action lost a lawsuit over those
claims.
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DSHS Encourages Flu Vaccination Ahead of Thanksgiving
Public Health flu monitoring indicates the Texas
flu season kicked off a few weeks earlier than usual
this year. That’s why the Texas Department of State
Health Services encourages Texans to get vaccinated
now to protect themselves and their families from
flu as the holidays approach.
“Vaccination remains our best defense
against severe illness from flu, especially for more
vulnerable populations like older adults, very
young children, people with chronic health conditions and pregnant women,” said Dr. Jennifer
Shuford, DSHS Interim Commissioner. “That’s why
we recommend that everyone six months and
older receive their flu vaccine each year. And it’s
especially important to get vaccinated now since
it takes the body two weeks after vaccination to
fully produce antibodies to fight flu.”
Reporting from around the state confirms
more influenza-like illness occurring earlier than
recent flu seasons, which matches flu reporting
from across much of the country. The flu vaccines

for this 2022-2023 season have undergone substantial changes since last season, which will allow them to better protect against the flu viruses
that are now circulating.
Anyone feeling ill or experiencing flu symptoms should stay at home and contact their
health care provider. There are effective anti-viral treatments available for the flu, which are
highly recommended for people at higher risk of
flu complications, such as people with asthma,
diabetes or heart disease. Other ways people can
protect themselves and the people close to them
from flu is to wash their hands often, cover their
coughs and sneezes and stay home if they don’t
feel well.
Eligible Texans can also safely and conveniently get their flu shot and updated COVID-19
booster at the same time. The updated COVID19 booster is designed to protect against the
Omicron variants, which are causing the most
COVID-19 illness in Texas right now.

Magical Event “Southern Lights”
Coming To Pease Park in December
(AUSTIN, TX) - Southern Lights, Pease Park
Conservancy’s first family-friendly Winter festival at Kingsbury Commons, will take place on Saturday, December 10 at 2 p.m., and the entire
Austin community is invited to attend! This free
celebration of the Winter Solstice will include
family pictures with Pax the Winter Squirrel Elf,
the Light and Love Food Drive supporting the
Caritas of Austin food pantry, a marketplace by
Frida Friday ATX, music by All Rhythms,
SummerStock Austin and local Austin DJs, crafting with recycled materials by Small Wonders
Puppet Theater, and dance classes by Dance Waterloo.
It doesn’t end there! The Tudor Cottage and
Terrace will transform into the SnoRide SnoHill

for Austinites of all ages to slide down using snow
tubes! Not into snow tubing? No worries! In addition to tubing, there will be a designated
SnoPatch on the lawn for folks to experience the
snow in a different way. Visit the activation to let
your creativity run wild as you make snow angels,
snow folks, or even snow squirrels if you are up
for a challenge! Finally, the festival will end with
the Southern Lights, a sunset light show in the
Treehouse, a very rare opportunity to see the
“Aurora Borealis” in Austin.
Southern Lights is presented by H-E-B and
SnoRide and hosted and curated by Pease Park
Conservancy and Austin Parks and Recreation.
Learn more about Southern Lights at
PeasePark.org/Southern-Lights.

New Poll Possibly Showing Donald Trump's
Chances Of Winning The GOP Nomination
by Shana Aborn | THE LIST
(THE LIST) - A new
poll is offering a glimpse
into Republican voters'
preferences. Despite
Donald Trump's failure
to help Republicans take
control of the Senate, his
party still believes he's
the man to beat in 2024.
A new poll by Morning
Consult/Politico taken
just after the midterms
shows that 47% of GOP
voters would support
the former president if
the primaries were held
today. The number represents a drop of just 1%
from his pre-midterm
numbers. More worrisome for Trump, however, is the result of a
follow-up question.
Asked whether they

thought Trump should
run for another term,
just 61% said yes —
down from a more rousing 71% in August 2022
and his lowest rating in
the past 13 months.
The poll also revealed another startling
trend: A full 33% of Republican voters said they
would throw their support behind Ron DeSantis
if he were to get the
party's nomination. This is
a 7% jump for the Florida
governor since the days
before the midterms, and
it could spell bad news for
Trump in the long run.
The two conservatives
were formerly allies, but
in recent months
DeSantis has distanced

China reports 20,199 new
COVID cases for Nov 15 vs
17,909 a day earlier

SHANGHAI, Nov 16 (Reuters) - China reported
20,199 new COVID-19 infections for Nov. 15, of
which 1,623 were symptomatic and 18,576 were
asymptomatic, the National Health Commission said
on Wednesday.
That compared with 17,909 new cases a day
earlier – 1,661 symptomatic and 16,248 asymptomatic, which China counts separately.
Excluding imported infections, China reported
20,059 new local cases of which 1,568 were symptomatic and 18,491 were asymptomatic, up from
17,772 a day earlier.
There were no new deaths, unchanged from a
day earlier, keeping fatalities at 5,226.
As of Tuesday, mainland China had confirmed
277,043 cases with symptoms.
China's capital Beijing reported 197 symptomatic and 174 asymptomatic cases, compared with
303 symptomatic and 159 asymptomatic the previous day, local government data showed.
Guangzhou, a city in the south of nearly 19 million people said, reported 158 new locally transmitted symptomatic and 6,138 asymptomatic cases,
compared with 147 symptomatic and 4,977 asymptomatic cases a day before, local authorities said.
Major manufacturing hub Zhengzhou reported
200 new symptomatic locally transmitted COVID19 infections and 1,650 asymptomatic cases, compared with 148 symptomatic and 2,102 asymptomatic cases a day before, according to local authorities.
The city of Chongqing reported 126 new symptomatic locally transmitted COVID-19 infections and
2,688 asymptomatic cases, compared with 157
symptomatic and 2,794 asymptomatic cases the
previous day, local government authorities said.
PFLUGERVILLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS - SECURITY VESTIBULES
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2022 AT 2 P.M.
The Pflugerville Independent School District will open
Proposals for: Security Vestibules Phase 3 on Friday,
December 2, 2022@ 2:00 p.m. The estimated budget
for this project is $3,700,000 and project completion
is expected by Tuesday, August 1, 2023. All proposals
may be submitted (by mail or hand carry) to:
Pflugerville ISD,1401 West Pecan Street, Pflugerville,
TX 78660, Attn: Craig Pruett. Proposals may be picked
up in person or downloaded from the PISD website at:
www.pfisd.net. Regards - Executive Director of
Procurement and Auxiliary Services Pflugerville ISD.

himself from Trump, and
the former commanderin-chief isn't taking it well.
Trump attacked DeSantis
by calling him disloyal and
referring to him as "Ron
DeSanctimonious" (via
CNN), which even his fellow conservatives criti-

cized as being divisive.
During his speech
on November 15, Trump
declared, "America's
comeback starts right
now." It remains to be
seen whether his comeback will be as successful.
RFP FOR STRATEGIC PLANNING
SERVICES
Deadline: Wednesday, December 7,
2022, 5 p. m.
Integral Care is currently soliciting
proposals for
Strategic Planning Services (on behalf of
the
Integrated Collaboration). Request for
Proposals
may be accessed at integralcare.org/
businessopportunities beginning Wednesday,
November 2,
2022 and responses submitted
electronically to Brody
Ballard at
brody.ballard@integralcare.org. The
deadline
to submit a proposal under the RFP is
5:00 p.m., CST
on Wednesday, December 7, 2022.
Historically
Underutilized Businesses, including
Minority-Owned
Businesses and Women-Owned
Businesses, are
encouraged to apply.
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018
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Gu
Street
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VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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3RD BIG12 FBS | 6-4

Texas Longhorns

TEXAS (6-4) @ KANSAS (6-4) | Saturday, November 19 | 2:30 PM | TV: FS1

Texas AD wanted to
hire Sonny Dykes
instead of
Steve Sarkisian?
by Larry Brown | LARRY BROWN SPORTS

Sonny Dykes
(LBS) - The Texas Longhorns are in their second season under head coach Steve Sarkisian, and
things aren’t going great.
After going 5-7 last season and having a sixgame losing streak, the Longhorns are 6-4 this season. They lost to TCU on Saturday, and the offense
looked putrid.
Ahead of the game, the Austin AmericanSportsman’s Kirk Bohls reported that Texas athletic
director Chris Del Conte wanted to hire Sonny Dykes
as the Longhorns head football coach. Conte knew
Dykes and recommended Sonny to TCU. Bohls said
a deal was all but done in December 2020 for Dykes
to coach Texas.
However, the report says the school’s boosters, led by Texas regent Kevin Eltlife, wanted
Sarkisian.
Sarkisian, who was the Alabama offensive coordinator, ended up being hired in January 2021.
Dykes was in his fourth season at SMU at the
time Conte was apparently talking with him. Dykes
remained at SMU for another season and went 8-4
last season. He is now 10-0 in his first season at TCU
and just beat the Longhorns over the weekend.
Sarkisian has lost at least four games in every
full season he has been a head coach. Dykes flopped
at Cal, but has proven to be a success coaching in
Texas, whether it’s at SMU or TCU.
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