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H-E-B offers debit card with
5% back on store brands

INSIDE
First and only
segregated
Austin Park to be
commemorated.

RAPPIN’
Thomas Wyatt
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INMI

“MAMA! There goes
that man!
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by Houston Public Media
efits.”
The cash back is done automatically to the card
and applies to purchases made in-store and online.
Cash can be added to the card by linking to a bank
debit card or bank account. Cash can also be added
to the card at the store.
The card can be used for free cash withdrawals at H-E-B branded ATMs. Customers can also use
it to enroll in direct deposit to get paid two days
faster from paychecks, Social Security, or other government payments.
All activity on the debit card can be managed
with the H-E-B Debit mobile app.
Customers can only sign up for the debit card
online at hebdebit.com. The card will arrive in the
mail with seven to 10 days of approval.

Bernard Shaw, CNN’s 1st
chief anchor, dies at 82
By DAVID BAUDER, AP Media Writer
NEW YORK (AP) - Bernard Shaw, former CNN
anchor and a pioneering Black journalist remembered for his blunt question at a presidential debate and calmly reporting the beginning of the Gulf
War in 1991 from Baghdad as it was under attack,
has died. He was 82.
He died of pneumonia, unrelated to COVID-19,
on Wednesday at a hospital in Washington, according to Tom Johnson, CNN's former chief executive.
A former CBS and ABC newsman, Shaw took a
chance and accepted an offer to become CNN's
chief anchor at its launch in 1980. He later reported
before a camera hurriedly set up in a newsroom
after the 1981 assassination attempt on President
Ronald Regan.
He retired at age 61 in 2001.
As moderator of a 1988 presidential debate
between George H. W. Bush and Michael Dukakis,
he asked the Democrat — a death penalty opponent — whether he would support that penalty for
someone found guilty of raping and murdering
Dukakis' wife Kitty.
Dukakis' coolly technocratic response was
widely seen as damaging to his campaign, and Shaw
said later he got a flood of hate mail for asking it.
“Since when did a question hurt a politician?”
Shaw said in an interview aired by CSPAN in 2001.
“It wasn't the question. It was the answer.”
Shaw memorably reported, with correspondents Peter Arnett and John Holliman, from a hotel
room in Baghdad as CNN aired stunning footage of
airstrikes and anti-aircraft fire at the beginning of
U.S. invasion to liberate Kuwait.
“I've never been there,” he said that night, “but
this feels like we're in the center of hell.”
The reports were crucial in establishing CNN
when it was the only cable news network and broadcasters ABC, CBS and NBC dominated television

CNN anchor Bernard Shaw poses in his office at
CNN's Washington bureau on Feb. 15, 2001.(AP
Photo/Alex Brandon, File)

news. “He put CNN on the map,” said Frank Sesno,
a former CNN Washington bureau chief and now a
professor at George Washington University.
As a member of the U.S. Marines, Shaw angled
for a meeting with one of his heroes, Cronkite, in
Hawaii in 1961.
“He was the most persistent guy I've ever met
in my life,” the late Cronkite told the Washington
Post in 1991. “I was going to give him five begrudging minutes and ended up talking to him for a half
hour. He was just determined to be a journalist.”
He got a radio job in Chicago, where an early assignment was covering an appearance by Martin
Luther King. Shaw recalled for CNN King telling him,
“one day you're going to make it. Just do some good.”
In retiring at a relatively young age, Shaw acknowledged the toll on his personal life that went
with being a successful journalist. Because of all the
things he missed with his family while working, he
told NPR that “I don't think it was worth it.”
Shaw is survived by his wife, Linda, and two
children.

It ain’t a problem until
it’s someone else’s
problem.

See POLL
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http://austintexas.gov/covid19

(AUSTIN, TEXAS) - Texas shoppers have paid
more for groceries this year due to inflation, but a
state-based grocery chain aims to provide some
relief at the checkout aisle.
H-E-B has launched a debit card that pays customers 5% back on some purchases.
The card pays back on purchases of H-E-B
branded items, such Hill Country Fare, Meal Simple,
Field & Future by H-E-B Home, Cocinaware, H-E-B
Kitchen & Table, and GTC.
“At H-E-B, we’re always looking to provide Texans more ways to save,” said Ashwin Nathan, H-E-B
Group Vice President of Marketing. “With the H-EB debit card, customers can have a more rewarding
shopping experience that allows them to keep more
money in their pockets while enjoying valuable ben-

| GET THE FACTS | FREE PUBLIC COVID-19 TESTING | TRACKING DIGITAL DASHBOARD
| SELF-ASSESSMENT | STAY HOME ORDERS | HEALTH PROVIDERS | CARE

I’m starting a new acronym. A new “initialism”;
if you will.
It’s called INMI. And
INMI (pronounced ‘N-Me’)
stands for ‘I Need More Information’.
Now, there is already
an acronym labeled ‘NMI’
which stands for ‘Need
More Information’.
But, somehow, for me,
that’s not…direct…enough to
get my ‘reply’ across to you.
For instance, if
Beyoncé were to personal
message (PM) me asking if
I would be willing to donate
$50 to her favorite charity,
my reply might be “NMI”.
However, if Beyoncé
were to PM me saying, “I
need $50!”; my reply
would be “INMI”!
Can you her the inflection in my voice when
the latter acronym is
posted? How about my
change in tone?
In other words, I’m
trying to relay to Beyoncé
in simple terms, “Don’t
play me for a fool, Queen
B. State your case! Why you
need my $50?”
The reason I’m bringing this up is because, in
part, of last week’s Rappin’
subject; but mostly because of what happened
last Friday in Cobb County,
Georgia.
Two Sheriff’s Office
deputies were killed while
serving a warrant. The initial reports from that
county’s sheriff’s office
stated the deputies were
“ambushed” by two assailants. I thought that was
awful and awaited new developments of the incident.
But as new details unraveled, my shock and awe
started dissipating into confusion. See, what was previously stated as an “ambush” looked less and less
so. We all already know being a peace officer is an extremely hard and hazardous job. Nonetheless, the
facts given to the public
were ‘slanted’ in a way that
did not reflect the truth.
The truth is, serving
warrants to individuals is a
dangerous job. The murder
of these two deputies
wasn’t a result of an “ambush”. It was the result of a
dangerous freakin’ job.
So, from now on,
when we (meaning you &
I) get text, emails, or letters
and whatnot, we may need
to start replying to individuals in a way that might
make them refrain from
over or understating events
to support a narrative.
Know what I’m sayin’? Or
do you NMI?
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Fat Joe to Host the BET Hip Hop Awards 2022

Edited by Naomi Richard
for the VILLAGER

(BET) - Grammyânominated recording
artist, actor, entrepreneur and media personality Fat Joe named as
host of the trailblazing
“BET Hip Hop Awards”
2022. Set to be taped
from the Cobb Energy
Center in Atlanta, GA on
Friday, September 30,
the broadcast premiere
will air October 4, at 8
PM CT on BET. The annual celebration will
bring together the hottest names in hip hop to
pay respect to the year’s
best in hip hop culture.
The official “BET
Hip Hop Awards” 2022
nominations, selected
by a voting academy of
esteemed music industry insiders, performers,
and presenters are to be
announced at a later
date.
“Fat Joe is hip hop
royalty. He has represented the artform and
the Bronx, the birthplace
of hip hop, throughout
his outstanding musical
career. He is a treasured
friend of the network
and we’ve loved seeing
and supporting his evolution to becoming the
superstar he is today,”
said Connie Orlando,
EVP, Specials, Music

Fat Joe. Photo courtesy of BET Network.
Programming & Music
Strategy at BET. “We
can’t wait to watch him
take the stage with his
vivacious energy, standing together with today’s
hottest and beloved hip
hop stars.”
“This will be the
BIGGEST award show in
history,” said Fat Joe.
“It’s truly an honor to
host and produce the
BET Hip Hop Awards and
I can’t thank Connie and
the entire BET family
enough for this opportunity. We’re going to celebrate music, culture

and entertainment,
honor the biggest and
brightest stars in the
world and make this an
unforgettable night full
of laughs and surprises.”
Connie Orlando
will oversee the annual
show and Executive Produce for BET with Jamal
Noisette, VP, Specials &
Music Programming.
Jesse Collins, CEO of
Jesse Collins Entertainment, to serve as Executive Producer of the
“BET Hip Hop Awards”
2022 along with Jesse
Collins Entertainment’s

Jeannae Rouzan–Clay
and Dionne Harmon.
Fat Joe is a
Grammy®-nominated
recording artist, actor,
entrepreneur, philanthropist and media personality hails from the
Bronx, New York. With
an acclaimed career that
has spanned four decades, Joe has earned his
legacy as a hip-hop
heavyweight, having
garnered
several
multiplatinum and gold
studio
albums,
mixtapes, singles and
collaborations, including

“Lean Back,” “What’s
Luv,” “Make It Rain,” and
“All The Way Up,” among
countless others. Joe’s
musical mastery was on
display in 2021, when his
hit single “Sunshine (The
Light) reached No. 1 on
urban radio.
Beyond his unprecedented longevity, Joe –
who is of Puerto Rican
and Cuban descent –
helped play an integral
role in bridging the intersection of hip-hop and
Latin music, releasing
music with Gloria
Estefan, Thalia, Ricky

Martin, Anuel AA, and
more. Joe has also displayed an eye for discovering and developing
new talent, having
signed the likes of Big
Pun, DJ Khaled and
Remy Ma to his Terror
Squad imprint.
For more information about “BET Hip Hop
Awards” including the
latest news and updates,
visit
bet.com/
hiphopawards.
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Givens Park Festival of
Recognition and Remembrance

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

DOUBLE
“R”

GROCERY
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

Saturday, September 17 at 5 p.m.
(AUSTIN, TX) - Givens District Park will host
a Festival of Recognition and Remembrance on
Saturday, September 17 at 5 p.m. at the Givens
Recreation Center, 3811 E. 12th St. The celebration will commemorate the rich history of the
park and kick off the construction phase of the
new pool and historic bathhouse rehabilitation,
a project funded by a 2018 General Obligation
bond. This family-friendly event will begin with
the dedication of the Texas Recreation and Park
Society’s Lone Star Legacy Award from the Texas
Recreation and Park Society. Other activities include a food truck competition, water games, and
a showing of the movie Luca beginning at 7 p.m.
The Lone Star Legacy designation is one of
the highest honors that can be given to a Texas
park. Lone Star Legacy parks have withstood the
test of time to become iconic symbols of their
community. After 14-acre Rosewood Neighborhood Park opened as the first and only segregated
public park for Black Austinites to use in 1929,

many in the community soon began advocating
for a bigger park, a district park, to accommodate
the large numbers of people utilizing the municipal space. Finally, in the summer of 1959, Givens
District Park opened to the public as the second
segregated public park in Austin, which was a
huge victory for East Austin. The park quickly
became a hot spot for African Americans in Austin; the traditions that started in the park became
beloved and many have lasted throughout the
years, such as the car culture, youth sports, and
celebrating holidays.
“We are celebrating the legacy of and saying
goodbye to the Givens Pool that has served this
community for over 50 years,” said Chauncey Allen
Patterson, Programming Supervisor at Givens Rec
Center. “In doing so, we make way for a new, modern facility for East Austinites. This place is more
than a pool, it is a part of the storied history of the
Eastside and the home of memories made in this
community that span multiple generations.”

WE INVITE EVERYONE!
Sunday
10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service
on YouTube Live. Click the
QR code for Worship Services.
8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry
Experience via Zoom*.
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*
&RQWDFWWKHFKXUFKRI¿FHDWHEFRI¿FH#VEFJOREDOQHWIRUOLQN

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor
1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702
Phone (512) 478-175 Fax (512) 478-1892

Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)
(512) 478-6709

Agape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15
7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.” Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.
For there is No Greater Love!

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a
Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM
Call: 454-1547 for transportation
H. Ed Calahan, Pastor
Web: www.agapebcaustintx.com

The Austin (TX) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated
Partners with “Dress for Success” for Community Services
DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY
Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available
WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.
Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702
Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org

“A Church with a Heart
for The Community”

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751
Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

LaMonica Lewis, Georgia Johnson, Tamela Saldana, Angela Henderson ( President ),
Mary Castleberry, and Yolanda Miller
(AUSTIN, TX) - The Austin (TX) Chapter’s National Trend and Services Facet collaborated with
one of our National Partners “Dress For Success”
(Austin). The purpose of this partnership is to assist
African American Women who are seeking to enhance their lives through professional development,
mentoring and image consultations. The Chapter

donated and packaged hair care products and supplies to meet the specific needs of African American Women who are actively seeking services from
“Dress For Success.” The Austin (TX) Chapter of The
Links continues in its zeal and commitment to make
positive differences in the lives of others in the Austin and surrounding communities.

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther
Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible
Study 6:00p.m.
Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady
Lillian Robertson

(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home
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UT’s Xavier Worthy is worthy pass catcher

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports
Columnist

(VILLAGER) - How
fast is Texas sophomore
wide receiver Xavier
Worthy?
Fast enough to run
a personal-best 10.55
seconds in the 100
meters in high school.
Fast enough to lead
all FBS freshman in receiving yards, receiving
yards per game, and receiving touchdowns.
In other words,
Worthy is as fast as he
needs to be.
Worthy has three
gears - fast, very fast,
and gone.
Beep! Beep!
It doesn’t matter
who, what, or where, 5star cornerback or nostar cornerback, Worthy
catches passes - especially the long ball against all comers.
Defensive backs
know they can’t handle
Worthy one-on-one, not
unless they’re on a motorcycle. Stubbornly,
they try anyway.
When
Worthy
tracks a pass in the air,
his stride smooths out
and he shifts into a
higher gear, with defenders, usually hapless,
stumbling in pursuit.
Like his more heralded teammate, junior
running back Bijan
Robinson, Worthy - as he
did last week against
Alabama,
while
Robinson was mostly
held in check - can dictate the flow of a game.
As a true freshman
- no redshirt year was
necessary - Worthy, 12

XAVIER WORTHY

months removed from
torching high school secondaries - set UT freshman records in receptions (62), yards (981)
and touchdown receptions (12). He averaged
a ridiculous 31.2 yards
per TD catch. That’s almost a third of the
length of the football
field, every time he
scored. He also led the
Longhorns with 15 explosive plays (20 or more
yards).
In his signature
game against arch-rival
Oklahoma, Worthy
caught nine passes for
261 yards (the second
most in a game in UT
history and best ever
output against the

Sooners) with two
touchdowns. Against
Texas Tech, three of his
five receptions went for
touchdowns. He averaged 28.8 yards on four
catches against Baylor,
and he snatched a career-high 14 receptions
with three more touchdowns against Kansas.
A virtual scoring machine, Worthy recorded
touchdowns in seven of
his first 12 college
games.
So far this season,
Worthy has picked up
where he left off. In his
first two games, Worthy
has seven catches for
121 yards (19.4-yard average). That includes five
receptions for 97 yards

Malcolm X becomes 1st Black honoree
in Nebraska Hall of Fame
OMAHA, Neb. (AP)
— Fifteen years after
being rejected as too
controversial, Malcolm X
is the first Black honoree
to be inducted into the
Nebraska Hall of Fame.
The organization’s
commission selected the
civil rights icon on Monday with a 4-3 vote, edging out the late University of Nebraska educator and author Louise
Pound.
“Malcolm X used
the lessons he learned
early in life and his intellectual power, dedication and perseverance in
the fight for freedom
and equality for all during the civil rights movement in America,” said
commission chairman
Ron Hull. “His work and
his legacy continue to
impact the citizens of
the world.”
Malcolm X was born
Malcolm Little in Omaha,
Nebraska, in 1925 as the
son of a Baptist preacher.
His family left for Milwaukee the following year af-

MALCOLM X
ter threats from the Ku
Klux Klan.
At 20, he was convicted of burglary in Boston and sentenced to
nearly seven years in
prison, where he converted to Islam and later
changed his name. He
emerged as a fiery Nation of Islam minister
with a message that
Black people should cast
off white oppression “by
any means necessary,”
before later splitting
from the Nation of Islam
and renouncing racial
separatism.
He was assassinated in Manhattan’s
Audubon Ballroom by
gunmen who opened
fire during a speaking
engagement.
The firebrand was

first nominated for
Nebraska’s Hall of Fame
in 2004, but passed over
by a commission made
up solely of white men
who instead selected a
mid-1900s U.S. senator
who made a name for
himself with his campaign to remove gay
men from government
posts in the 1940s and
1950s. The pick of Sen.
Kenneth Wherry was
later nixed because of an
open-meetings violation.
Malcolm X was
passed over again in
2007 for little-known
botanist Charles Bessey.
Each Nebraska Hall
of Fame member is immortalized with a bronze
bust displayed in the
state Capitol.

against Alabama.
Worthy had one
catch for 46 yards in the
first quarter against
Alabama’s vaunted secondary where he blazed
past a defensive back to
create the necessary
separation to make a
diving grab. On an earlier
drive, Worthy couldn’t

hold onto a deep ball in
the back of the end zone
- again featuring his uncanny ability to leave
defensive backs in the
dust.
It doesn’t seem to
matter who’s throwing
the ball to Worthy, who’s
caught
touchdown
passes from three differ-

ent UT quarterbacks, including
precocious
freshman Quinn Ewers,
who’s sidelined indefinitely with a shoulder
injury suffered against
Alabama.
In the immortal
words of Keyshawn
Johnson, just give Worthy the damn ball!
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Sheryl Lee Ralph brings crowd to tears at Emmys

Sheryl Lee Ralph sings as she accepts the Emmy for outstanding supporting actress in a comedy series for "Abbott Elementary" at
the 74th Primetime Emmy Awards on Monday, Sept. 12, 2022, at the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles. Photo by Mark Terrill/AP.
by Defender News Service
(ENTERTAINMENT) - As a kindergarten teacher
on “Abbott Elementary,” she can get an unruly class
to sit up and listen. And that’s exactly what Sheryl
Lee Ralph did at the Emmys — capturing the attention of a packed theater and a global TV audience
with a stirring acceptance speech for the ages.
It was the first Emmy (and nomination) for
stage and screen veteran Ralph, at 65, and she made
the most of it, delivering the ultimate feel-good moment of the Emmys.
“Abbott Elementary,” from writer, producer
and star Quinta Brunson, has been a smash hit for
ABC, earning critical acclaim and breaking ratings
records. With seven nominations, the series has

Poll:
Majority
of Texas
voters
support
busing
migrants
out of
state

By Sergio MartínezBeltrán

The Texas
Newsroom
(TX NEWSROOM) Gov. Greg Abbott’s controversial program of
busing migrants waiting
for their asylum hearings
out of state has the support of a majority of
Texas voters, a new poll
released Wednesday
found.
The Texas Politics
Project surveyed 1,200
self-declared registered
voters from Aug. 28 to
Sept. 6.
According to the

been a favorite to win in many of the categories.
Ralph plays veteran teacher Barbara Howard at the
fictional school.
Tearfully accepting the award, Ralph began her
speech with a moving rendition of “Endangered
Species” by Dianne Reeves that had the entire crowd
on its feet. The actress belted out, “I am an endangered species but I sing no victim’s song. I am a
woman, I am an artist, and I know where my voice
belongs.”
Continued Ralph, “Anyone who has ever, ever
had a dream and thought your dream … couldn’t
come true. I am here to tell you that this is what
believing looks like. This is what striving looks like.
And don’t you ever, ever give up on you.” She went
on to specifically shout out Brunson, her husband
poll, 52% of Texas voters
supported Abbott’s
policy of busing migrants. Thirty-five percent expressed their opposition, while 14% said
they were unsure.
Poll results show it
is Texas Republicans who
overwhelmingly support
Abbott’s policy, while
most Democrats in the
state are against it.
“As much as critics
in Texas and beyond
have skewered Abbott's
busing of migrants to
Democratically-led cities
beyond Texas as election-year trolling, his
combative promotion of

and children in the speech.
The speech immediately got the actress
trending on Twitter where viewers called it one
of the best Emmys speeches of the night and of
all time. One user wrote, “Give Sheryl Lee Ralph
a Tony for her Emmy acceptance speech, please
and thank you.”
Ralph’s win is also a historic one at the
Emmys, as she is only the second Black actress to
ever win in the category. Thirty-five years ago,
Jackée Harry won for her role of Sandra Clark on
“227.” Harry herself celebrated Ralph’s win on
Twitter, congratulating the fellow actress on her
new trophy, while also disclosing that Ralph was
actually supposed to play Sandra all those years
ago.

Washington, D.C., mayor Muriel Bowser declares public
health emergency over Texas’ migrant busing

the busing activates
Texas Republicans' intense sense of urgency
about the border, and
the widespread desire
among them, persistently evident in polling
over the last decade, to
limit the number of immigrants of all types who
come to Texas,” Jim
Henson, executive director of the Texas Politics
Project, said in a statement.
This is the first time
the Texas Politics Project
asked voters about
Abbott’s policy, which
was announced in April.
The Republican initially started sending
unauthorized migrants
— released by the federal government while
pending a court hearing
— out of Texas to Washington, D.C. Since then,
buses from Texas have
also arrived in Chicago
and New York City.

But officials in
other states have also
reported migrants disembarking in other cities
along the way, including
Chattanooga, Tennessee, creating an impact
on smaller local governments.
In terms of the Texas
gubernatorial race, Gov.
Abbott, a Republican running for a third term, continues to lead Democrat
Beto O’Rourke, by five
points.
According to the
poll, 45% of Texas voters
surveyed signaled an intention to vote for Abbott,
while 40% said they’d
vote for O’Rourke.
In June, when the
Texas Politics Project
asked voters about the
two candidates, Abbott
was leading O’Rourke by
six points.
“The poll illuminates an election environment in which the

Abbott and O’Rourke
match-up is the most
competitive race for the
office Texas has seen in
decades,” Henson said.
He added that
there’s not much evidence showing the candidates being able to attract crossover voters.
Among independent voters, Abbott
leads 40% to 22% — an
eight-point increase for
Abbott since the Texas
Politics Project’s last poll
in June.
Meanwhile, in two
other statewide races,
Republicans continue to
hold the lead over the
Democratic candidates.
In the lieutenant
governor race, Republican Dan Patrick leads
Democrat Mike Collier
by seven points. In the
attorney general race,
Republican Ken Paxton
leads Democrat Rochelle
Garza by five points.
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Op-Ed COMMENTARY: Back to School, Back to Fighting
Far-Right Attacks on Education
By Ben Jealous, president of People For the American Way

(NNPA) - Just when you thought far-right attacks on public education couldn’t get any more
absurd, we hear about something new.
For the first time in almost 15 years, Sarasota
schools this fall are turning down hundreds of free
dictionaries from the local Rotary Club. Why? Because the district is afraid of violating a radical new
law that’s part of Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis’s crackdown on inclusive curricula. The district can’t buy
or accept any new books until it hires someone to
make sure they comply with the state’s draconian
censorship regulations. So, the dictionaries sit on
the shelf.
The idea that dictionaries might be hazardous
to kids would be laughable if it weren’t so dangerous. This new school year is starting as more states
are passing laws to make it easier to ban books.
States are also passing laws to stop teachers from
talking about topics like racism; according to Education Week, 42 states have now enacted limits on
what teachers can say about racism or sexism in
the classroom.
These same political forces want to make
schools teach a whitewashed version of our history
and our current reality in the name of “patriotic”
education. They’re trying to take over school boards
to impose their political ideology on teachers and
students. That’s bad for our kids. And it’s bad for
our country.
The freedom to learn is at risk.
This fall, it’s more important than ever to stand
for the rights of teachers to teach, and students to
learn, about the full spectrum of the American experience. That means lessons that include and celebrate diverse communities. It means history that
doesn’t erase the experiences of Black people,
brown people, LGBTQ people, women, immigrants,
people with disabilities, and other communities that
have been historically marginalized. The director of
the nonprofit EveryLibrary warns that the current
wave of book bans amounts to “the silencing of stories and the suppressing of information” that will
make “the next generation less able to function in
society.”
Children learn better when they can see themselves in others and see their communities as part
of the great American story. At the same time, sci-

Florida's Sarasota County School District is not purchasing or accepting donations of new books until at
least January as it hires new staff and awaits new guidance to best comply with a statewide education law.

ence tells us that learning how to understand and
empathize with people across differences is essential to children’s healthy development. Looking honestly at our past helps students develop critical
thinking skills that are desperately needed when
every smartphone is a gateway to disinformation.
Democracy, too, depends on informed citizens
to function. It’s no coincidence that the crowd that
stormed the Capitol in 2021, was acting on lies and
misinformation.
Authoritarianism feasts on ignorance. Election
deniers and censors of history are in the same camp
and should get nowhere near our schools.
We cannot begin to heal our divisions until we
acknowledge and teach our whole history — good
and bad. And we know that standing up for the freedom to learn will be a challenging task. This school
year follows one in which reports of book bans and
censorship reached record levels according to the

American Library Association. Far-right groups and
politicians are offering rewards and setting up tip
lines to “report” teachers who cover “divisive” topics. School board members are receiving death
threats.
But we don’t shy away from these challenges
when we act from a place of love. Loving our children means being advocates for them when political extremists want to limit what they can learn. It
means showing up to school board meetings and
organizing to make ourselves heard. It means running for the school board.
It means rejecting one of the censors’ most
harmful assumptions: that students are too fragile
to hear the history our people have lived.
Millions of families are getting ready to send
their kids back to school. Let’s also get ready to defend the freedom to learn. Before the dictionary
ends up on your district’s banned-books list.

www.theaustinvillager.com
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SERENA WILLIAMS’ GOAT STATUS STIRS UP SALTY COMMENTS
FROM GRAND-SLAM RECORD HOLDER MARGARET COURT
by Niko Mann | BLACK ENTERPRISE
(BE) - Twentythree-time Grand Slam
winner Serena Williams
announced her departure from tennis in August before losing her
last match at the U.S.
Open on Sept. 2.
Williams is lovingly
referred to as the GOAT,
yet when the 24-time
Grand Slam winner, 80year-old Margaret Court
was asked about Williams’ accomplishments,
she made it about herself.
“Serena, I’ve admired her as a player.
But I don’t think she has
ever admired me,” she

said to Britain’s Daily
Telegraph.
“I would love to
have played in this era. I
think it’s so much easier.
We didn’t have psychologists or coaches
with us. It’s a whole different world. That’s
what disappoints me —
that players today don’t
honor the past of the
game.”
Court made it clear
that she was somewhat
jealous of how Williams
is regarded, having captivated the world with
her brains and brawn as
one of the greatest players in the game’s history.

In fact, she still
reigns on the green, and
her last match against
Ajla Tomljanovic was the
most watched tennis
match in ESPN history.
And Court had plenty to
say about it — and Williams.
“A lot of the press
and television today,
particularly in tennis,
don’t want to mention
my name,” said Court.
“The honor has not been
there for what I did do.
Serena Williams stands next to Margaret Court(Image / YouTube)
In my own nation, I have
been given titles, but
that Williams had played ever, Williams won her that playing tennis was
they would still rather
tennis longer than she 23rd Grand Slam title, more difficult in her day,
not mention me.”
the Australian Open, despite winning 11 of
did.
Court also noted
“Serena has played while she was two her Grand Slam titles
REQUEST FOR QUOTES
playing against amaseven years more than I months pregnant.
The Grand Slam teurs. Her remarks indidid,” Court said.
WILD HORSE RANCH WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION
record
holder also ac- cated that her memory
“I finished in my
DEADLINE: Bid Day: Thursday, September 22, 2022 @ 2 p.m. CST
early 30s. People forget cused Williams of not may be lacking because
Quote Request for Construction Subcontractors Trades Services and Materials
that I took two years praising her opponent Williams told Court to
out. I first retired … enough. “I thought it her face that she adPlease Reply to Thalle Construction Co Inc with your intent to quote or questions: Contact
Lisa Harris 817.435.9962 lharris@thalle.com. Deadline: BID DAY: Thursday, September
when I was 25, thinking was bad that Williams mired her back in 2016
22, 2022 @ 2 p.m. CST Send offer and responses to txbids@thalle.com and quote due by
I would never return to didn’t mention her op- at the Hopman Cup in
September 15th at 5:00pm./Offers are encouraged to be on company letterhead noting
tennis. I got married, ponent more when she Perth, Australia.
bid items pricing, identifying your offers’ inclusion, exclusions and if applicable WBE/MBE
“I never dreamt I
had a baby, but then spoke,” Court said. “We
utilization and bond rate percentage may be considered. Project Documents: Plans and
Specs are available at no cost from Plan room hyperlink: 2209077 Wild Horse Ranch WWTP
had one of my best were taught to honor would be on a stage beExpansion Overall Project Scope: The Work shall include furnishing all tools, labor,
years, winning 24 out our opponent. We re- ing next to my record so
materials, equipment, and miscellaneous items necessary for the complete construction
it’s just really kind of a
of 25 tournaments. I spected one another.”
of expansion of the Wild Horse WWTP from 0.75 mgd (average daily flow) capacity to 2.25
Court — who once little bit surreal but it’s
came back after two
mgd. The expansion will incorporate biological nutrient removal. Facilities to be constructed
praised
apartheid in just really an honor to
babies. After having the
or improved include the influent lift station, headworks, aeration basins, secondary clarifiers,
disk filters, UV disinfection system, sludge holding tanks and a sludge thickening facility.
first baby, I won three South Africa and made even be mentioned
Included in the project are electrical and instrumentation and controls infrastructure to
out of the four Slams.” homophobic comments among such an amazing
provide a fully functioning system. A new electrical building and administration building
She added that about 18-time Grand champion like her and
will also be constructed as part of the project. Business Utilization:/MBE/WBE firms are
Williams “hasn’t won a Slam winner Martina yeah, just have an opencouraged to participate & will be listed at time of bid, Work & materials may be combined
or divided to facilitate maximum participation. MBE/WBE firms needing assistance with
Slam since” having a Navratilova — com- portunity to be healthy
obtaining bonding, loan capital, lines of credit, insurance, QuickPay & payment-agreements,
baby, a point no one plained that she is rarely and play tennis and do
obtaining equipment & supplies materials or negotiate joint venture & partnership
asked her to inject into mentioned in the press. something I love is also
arrangements can contact Nan Sumner nsumner@thalle.com for assistance. Thalle will
Court also claimed a real blessing.”
the conversation. Hownegotiate fairly with interested MBE/DBE firms & will not reject firms as unqualified without

http://austintexas.gov/covid19

| GET THE FACTS | FREE PUBLIC COVID-19 TESTING | TRACKING DIGITAL DASHBOARD
| SELF-ASSESSMENT | STAY HOME ORDERS | HEALTH PROVIDERS | CARE

sound reasons-based capabilities. MBE/WBE goals: African American 1.74%, Hispanic
3.72%, Asian/Native American 0.61% and WBE 1.46% for this project.

PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR QUOTES
SUNDT CONSTRUCTION, INC
CITY OF AUSTIN - Waterloo Greenway Creek
Delta Project
Deadline: Friday, October 7, 2022 – 11:00 AM
Is soliciting quotations for the City of Austin Waterloo
Greenway Creek Delta, C.I.P Project Number: 12861.002
Solicitation
Number:
CLMC942
MBE/WBE
Opportunities: Demolition, Excavation, Milling, Asphalt
Paving, Concrete Paving, Misc. Concrete. Storm Drainage,
Water Utilities, Wastewater Utilities, Erosion Control,
Signage, Telecom, Traffic Control, Bridges, Walls, Drill
Shafts, Soil Nail, Electrical, Vibration Monitoring, Decking,
Landscape, Irrigation, Block Pavers, Misc. Metals,
Limestone Blocks, Site Furnishings, Wayfinding’s,
Sidewalks and Driveways, Pavement Marking, Traffic
Signals, and Trucking. Bids are due on Friday, October
7, 2022 – 11:00 AM. Interested companies must be currently
certified as M/WBE, and/or African American, Hispanic,
Asian, Native American through the COA Small and Minority
Business Resources Department (SMBR). To request bid
documentation, send information to texasbid@sundt.com.

Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?
We are here for you!

City of Austin
Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration
512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov
www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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