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49 YEARS

4TH DOWN!
If you’re not paying

attention, then you should
be. You really should be.
When it comes to today’s
UT football, there is no
such thing as coincidence.

In 2005, the Univer-
sity of Texas Longhorns
won the national champi-
onship. There were two dis-
tinct personalities in that
magical composition. The
first, was coach Mack
Brown. The second, was -
none other than- quarter-
back Vince Young.

After that champion-
ship game, one in which
Vince Young beat a team
starting two Heisman tro-
phy winners in the same of-
fensive backfield, the Long-
horns football team took a
wild turn.

Vince Young went
pro; drafted by the Tennes-
see Titans in 2006. Mack
Brown? Well, coach Brown
transformed from a football
coach into a prison warden.
Two - that we know of
[TWKO] - of Brown’s players
were arrested for marijuana.
Seven players [TWKO] were
arrested in 2007 for various
offenses. In 2008, one player
[TWKO] was arrested for
DWI. In 2009, a player was
issued an arrest warrant for
punching a fellow UT stu-
dent in the mouth. The list
goes on up to 2013 when
three players [TWKO] were
arrested by spring training.

1ST DOWN! – Enter
Charlie Strong, the first Black
head coach in UT history, in
2014. Strong earned a repu-
tation of being a good, yet
firm, football coach, who
didn’t just develop players;
but raised men.

Coach Strong inher-
ited a mess at UT and set
some solid rules for the
young men he coached.
One being: Stay out of
trouble. Although his foot-
ball record didn’t get the
chance to show it, coach
Strong made a difference in
UT’s culture off the field
and was heading in the
right direction on it.

2ND DOWN! – Enter
Tom Herman in 2016. Why?
Because the powers that be
didn’t want a Black face of
their alma mater. Strong
was just there to clean up
the mess left behind by
Brown. But the glory was to
go to a non-Black face all
along.

3RD DOWN! – Enter
Steve Sarkisian. Before
even starting on this guy,
take time to compare his
résumé to Strong’s. And
now, it appears Sarkisian
has more arrests then wins.

4TH DOWN, anyone?
Or should we talk about
UT’s non-black QBs next?

Ted Cruz votes against bipartisan
bill to stop another insurrection
By Matthew Choi | The Texas Tribune

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas

(TEXAS TRIBUNE) - U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas,
broke from his own party in voting against a bipar-
tisan bill that would bar him from singlehandedly
objecting to presidential election results, as he did
on Jan. 6, 2021.

The bill, dubbed the Electoral Count Reform
and Presidential Transition Improvement Act, aims
to prevent another attack on the U.S. Capitol like
the one that occurred on Jan. 6, 2021. It clarifies
procedural ambiguities that former President
Donald Trump tried to exploit in an attempt to over-
turn the results of the 2020 presidential election.

Sens. Joe Manchin, D-West Virginia, and Su-
san Collins, R-Maine, sponsored the bill, and it
has the support of Democrats and Republicans
alike, including Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell. But during a Senate Rules Commit-
tee vote on the bill, Cruz objected, saying the bill
undermines states’ constitutional autonomy in
running their elections and therefore opens the
door for voter fraud.

“This bill is a bad bill. This bill is bad law. It’s
bad policy and it’s bad for democracy,” Cruz said at
the meeting.

“I understand why Democrats are supporting
this bill,” he continued. “What I don’t understand is
why Republicans are supporting it.”

Cruz was the only Republican on the commit-

tee to oppose the bill Tuesday, with 14 other sena-
tors on the committee, which includes both parties’
Senate leaders, voting to advance it. The bill now
heads to the full Senate, where it will likely meet
overwhelming bipartisan support.

Cruz played a key role on the day of the insur-
rection. Both he and Republican Sen. Josh Hawley
of Missouri led campaigns to encourage members
to object to the certification of the election results.

Texas AG Paxton won’t
be required to appear in

court after reportedly
dodging a subpoena

By Julian Aguilar | The Texas Newsroom

(TEXAS NEWSROOM) - Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton won’t be required to appear in federal
court after reports surfaced Monday that he ran
away from a man trying to serve him a subpoena.

Paxton reportedly fled from a process server
who was trying to serve the attorney general an
order to appear in person in an Austin courtroom
Tuesday. The case was brought against the state of
Texas by nonprofit groups who raise funds to help
people pay for abortions.

A man named Ernesto Martin Herrera said in
a sworn affidavit that he attempted to serve Paxton
the legal paperwork at Paxton’s home on Monday.
Herrera said Paxton first waited inside his home,
then eventually left hurriedly in a vehicle driven by
his wife, state Sen. Angela Paxton. The news was
first reported by The Texas Tribune Monday evening.

“I saw Mr. Paxton ran from the door inside the
garage towards the rear door behind the driver side.
I approached the truck, and loudly called him by
his name and stated that I had court documents for
him. Mr. Paxton ignored me and kept heading for
the truck,” the affidavit states.

A statement from Paxton’s campaign account
on Tuesday said the judge in the case granted a mo-
tion to quash the subpoena and a separate plead-
ing to seal the affidavit from Herrera, despite the
latter already being made public.

Paxton also said in the statement that the pro-
cess server, who the attorney general called a
“strange man” who “yelled unintelligibly and
charged toward” Paxton, was lucky the situation
didn’t escalate. Paxton also made a reference to the
Second Amendment in the statement.

“In light of the constant threats against me, for
which dangerous individuals are currently incarcer-
ated, I take a number of common sense precautions

for me and my family’s safety when I am at home,”
he said. “Texans do the same to protect themselves
from threats, and many also exercise their Second
Amendment rights to protect themselves and their
families.”

The lawsuit in Travis County Tuesday comes
after Fund Texas Choice — a nonprofit organization
that facilitates Texans’ travel to abortion clinics —
and other organizations sued Texas after the state
legislature passed its so-called “trigger law” that
bans most abortions. The law went into effect fol-
lowing the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling overturning
the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. The high court’s
ruling returned the question of access to abortion
to the states. Jane’s Due Process, the Lilith Fund for
Reproductive Equity, Clinic Access Support Network
and others are also plaintiffs in the case.

In a statement to KERA, Fund Texas Choice ex-
ecutive director Anna Rupani said the lawsuit was
about protecting a Texan’s ability to “freely travel
to attain the healthcare they so deserve.”

“This lawsuit will help determine whether or
not Texas has extra territorial jurisdiction outside
its borders,” Rupani said. “We know it shouldn’t, so
we are fighting to give Texans the comfort and sup-
port they deserve from their home state. There is
safety and comfort in Texans helping other Texans.”

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton
[Tony Gutierrez/Associated Press]
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DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1 75 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service 

                  on YouTube Live. Click the 

                  QR code for Worship Services.  

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

A Proclamation on National
Historically Black Colleges

and Universities Week, 2022
Submitted by

Naomi Richard
VILLAGER

FROM PRESIDENT
JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR. -
Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities
(HBCUs) help prepare
their students to excel in
every profession, and
they foster transforma-
tive movements for
greater justice and
equality in our democ-
racy.  During National His-
torically Black Colleges
and Universities Week,
we celebrate HBCUs for
their longstanding legacy
of molding trailblazers, vi-
sionaries, and public ser-
vants; for enabling stu-
dents to make immense
contributions to this
country as Black profes-
sionals and tradespeople;
and for bringing us closer
to the promise of an
America for all Ameri-
cans.

HBCUs have pro-
duced 40 percent of all
Black engineers and 50
percent of all Black law-
yers in America.  Seventy
percent of Black doctors
in our country attended
an HBCU, and 80 percent
of Black judges are
alumni of these schools.
From the Fisk Jubilee
Singers who performed
for Queen Victoria to the
female mathematicians
who offered critical in-
telligence to NASA’s first
human space flights.
From the brilliant legal
scholars who helped dis-
mantle structural segre-
gation, and so many of
the giants of the Civil
Rights movement who
dedicated their lives to
lifting up the rights and
dignity of all Americans,
HBCUs have empowered
graduates to form

Biden-HarBiden-HarBiden-HarBiden-HarBiden-Harris ris ris ris ris AdministrAdministrAdministrAdministrAdministraaaaation staftion staftion staftion staftion staffffffererererers ws ws ws ws who arho arho arho arho are HBCU alumnie HBCU alumnie HBCU alumnie HBCU alumnie HBCU alumni
join the join the join the join the join the VVVVVice Price Price Price Price President to celeesident to celeesident to celeesident to celeesident to celebrbrbrbrbraaaaate Nate Nate Nate Nate National HBCU tional HBCU tional HBCU tional HBCU tional HBCU WWWWWeekeekeekeekeek

America’s cultural iden-
tity, write our national
story, and safeguard this
country’s most funda-
mental values.

Our historic Vice
President Kamala Harris
is a HBCU graduate, as
well as Michael Regan,
Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection
Agency.

My Administration
is helping HBCUs
weather the pandemic
and make tuition more
affordable for their stu-
dents to continue this
legacy of excellence and
inclusion.  Since taking
office, we have invested
a historic $5.8 billion to
support staffing, teach-
ing, and campus opera-
tions at these institu-
tions.  This includes pro-
viding HBCU students
with emergency finan-
cial aid during the pan-
demic and forgiving over
$1.6 billion in debt held
by nearly half of all
HBCUs to help them fi-
nance infrastructure im-
provement projects.

This summer, I an-
nounced debt relief of up
to $20,000 for low- and
middle-income borrow-
ers with Federal student
loans, easing the burden
of student loan debt for so

many HBCU students and
alumni.  Students also
have more financial re-
sources because my Ad-
ministration increased
the maximum Pell Grant
by $400 to $6,895 –- the
largest increase in over a
decade — helping 75 per-
cent of students enrolled
in HBCUs pay for their
education.

Additionally, I rees-
tablished the President’s
Board of Advisors on
HBCUs to bridge rela-
tionships between these
schools and the private
sector, and we launched
a White House initiative
to help HBCUs secure
additional Federal fund-
ing.  Further, I am pro-
posing a historic invest-
ment to create and ex-
pand HBCU programs in
fields like cybersecurity,
engineering, and health
care.

This is only the start
of my Administration’s
campaign to empower
HBCUs and expand their
capacity to make even
greater contributions to
our society.  This week
and every week, we cel-
ebrate HBCUs for help-
ing to make this country
stronger and more inclu-
sive, and we continue to
champion and reinforce

the ongoing achieve-
ments of these institu-
tions — because we
know that when they
succeed, America suc-
ceeds.

NOW, THEREFORE,
I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.,
President of the United
States of America, by vir-
tue of the authority
vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of
the United States, do
hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 18 through Sep-
tember 24, 2022, as Na-
tional Historically Black
Colleges and Universities
Week.  I call upon edu-
cators, public officials,
professional organiza-
tions, corporations, and
all Americans to observe
this week with appropri-
ate programs, ceremo-
nies, and activities that
acknowledge the count-
less contributions these
institutions and their
alumni have made to
our country.

   IN WITNESS
WHEREOF, I have here-
unto set my hand this six-
teenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two
thousand twenty-two,
and of the Independence
of the United States of
America the two hundred
and forty-seventh.

APD workforce survey results details
resentment among officers, department

by: David Barer | KXAN INVESTIGATES

AUSTIN (KXAN) — Austin police officers
blasted their department and city leadership in a
workplace survey that showed Austin Police Depart-
ment employees have some of the lowest opinions
of the city’s direction and management of any de-
partment.

APD employee sentiment was well below the
citywide average in every measure, according to the
Listening to the Workforce Survey. Only 20% of re-
sponding APD employees said they felt their depart-
ment was well managed, just 17% said they felt it was
safe to challenge the way things are done and barely
11% indicated change is managed well by the city.

In response to the survey, APD told KXAN it
has implemented several changes to improve the
department.

“APD survey results have been shared in a
number of ways with the APD organization high-
lighting organizational strengths and identifying ar-
eas that are chronically low in satisfaction rates,”

an APD spokesperson said.
KXAN obtained the survey results, which were

the most current available and completed last Oc-
tober, through the Texas Public Information Act. At
APD, the survey provides an inside look at officer
morale as the department tries to improve staffing
levels and the city negotiates a new contract with
the police union. APD had over 2,300 employees
eligible to take the survey – the most of any depart-
ment – and just over 600 participated.

APD provided the following list of changes the
department made in response to the survey:
monthly award ceremonies, email blasts to the “APD
Family,” expansion of professional development,
monthly development webinars, a chief’s advisory
committee and suggestion box, a wellness app
through Cordico, a transfer policy and new transfer
portal, exit surveys, increased career development
and Chacon taking part and making opening re-
marks during the opening of supervisor school.
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Nia Long: “Focus on my children”

Left - Nia Long (Photo by Greg Campbell/Getty Images for
AppleTV+). Right -  Ime Udoka (Photo by Andy Lyons/Getty Images)

by Defender News Service

(DEFENDER) - Nia
Long has released a
statement regarding her
fiancé Ime Udoka being
exposed for having an
affair with a co-worker.

“The outpouring of
love and support from
family, friends and the
community during this
difficult time means so
much to me,” she said to
TMZ. “I ask that my pri-
vacy be respected as I pro-
cess the recent events.
Above all, I am a mother
and will continue to focus
on my children.”

Long was report-
edly “blindsided” by the
news that Udoka, whose
the coach for the Boston
Celtics, had been having
an affair with a staff
member. The Celtics
team knew about his af-
fair “months ago,” TMZ
said on Twitter. Even
though he was having an
affair, a source close to

the team and the couple
said Long just moved to
Boston two weeks ago
and the couple was
searching for a new
home.

Due to his im-
proper conduct, Udoka
has been suspended by
the Celtics.

“The Boston Celtics
announced today that
the team has suspended
Head Coach Ime Udoka
for the 2022-23 season
for violations of team
policies,” read their
statement. “A decision
about his future with the
Celtics beyond this sea-
son will be made at a
later date. The suspen-
sion takes effect imme-
diately.”

Udoka also re-
leased a brief statement
regarding this scandal.

“I want to apolo-
gize to our players, fans,
the entire Celtics organi-

zation, and my family for
letting them down. I am
sorry for putting the
team in this difficult situ-
ation, and I accept the
team’s decision. Out of
respect for everyone in-
volved, I will have no fur-
ther comment.”

Long and Udoka
met in 2010 through a
mutual friend. She be-
came pregnant with
their son, Kez Sunday
Udoka, in 2011. They got
engaged in 2015. Even
though they were en-
gaged, the Best Man
Holiday star wasn’t in a
rush to walk down the
aisle.

“I understand the
religious aspect of mar-
riage. That is beautiful
and it’s fantastical and
it’s dreamy and it’s every
girl’s fantasy to have that
moment. But I don’t
know that I need that,”
she told Essence in 2020.

Megan Thee Stallion launches
mental health resources website

by Houston Public Media

(HOUSTON) -
Megan Thee Stallion is
using her rising profile to
address mental health
issues and provide re-
sources for those who
may be experiencing
anxiety, depression and
other forms of emo-
tional distress.

The 27-year-old
Houston rapper, in con-
junction with her re-
cently released album
called “Traumazine,” has
launched a website that
includes a therapist loca-
tor as well as a collection
of links and phone num-
bers for mental health
organizations and
hotlines. The site, taken
from a line of her song

“Anxiety,” focuses on re-
sources for the Black and
LGBTQIA+ communities.

“It ’s huge,” said
Nicole Milton, a training
manager for Mental
Health America of
Greater Houston, a non-
profit that also provides
awareness, education
and resources for men-
tal health issues. “One of
our fights is to make sure
we’re reducing the
stigma of mental health
and seeking support. So
here you have someone
who is internationally
known saying, ‘Hey, it’s
OK to not be OK and to
ask for help. I also don’t
have days where I feel
my best.’”

Megan Thee Stal-
lion, a Pearland High
School and Texas South-
ern University graduate
whose real name is
Megan Jovon Ruth Pete,
addresses her own men-
tal health challenges and
the death of both of her
parents in “Traumazine,”
her second studio album.
Featured prominently on
the new website is an ani-
mated video for “Anxiety,”
which shows a woman
who resembles the rap-
per underwater and fall-
ing further below the sur-
face.

The chorus for
“Anxiety” includes the
line, “All I really want to
hear is it’ll be OK.”

Megan
Thee Stallion

Rihanna To Headline
Super Bowl Halftime Show

Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

@StacyBrownMedia Rihanna
(NNPA) - Rihanna,

who refused to perform
during the 2019 Super
Bowl halftime show be-
cause of her stand with
Colin Kaepernick, has
decided to headline the
big event in February.

Jay-Z’s Roc Nation
and Apple music made
the announcement on
September 25, and
Rihanna took to
Instagram displaying an
NFL football, signaling
her appearance.

The highly antici-
pated performance
takes place at State Farm
Stadium in Glendale, Ari-
zona, on Feb. 12.

Rihanna also is ex-
pected to soon drop new
music.

“Rihanna is a gen-
erational talent, a
woman of humble be-
ginnings who has sur-
passed expectations at
every turn,” Jay-Z said in
a statement.

“A person born on
the small island of Bar-
bados who became one
of the most prominent
artists ever. Self-made in
business and entertain-
ment.”

For the Barbadian
beauty and multi-tal-
ented songstress, music
is far from all in her phe-
nomenal portfolio.

In 2021, Rihanna
achieved billionaire sta-
tus.

In 2022, Forbes ac-
knowledged that she’s
the youngest self-made
billionaire in America.

The 34-year-old,
who recently gave birth
to her first child, ranked
21st overall in the latest
Forbes list of billionaires.

Rihanna’s Fenty
Beauty line counts

among the most popular
in the world, is the only
billionaire under 40 on
Forbes’ list.

Earlier this year, re-
ports noted that
Rihanna’s Savage X Fenty
lingerie planned an initial
public offering valued at
about $3 billion.

The megastar owns
30 percent of Savage X
Fenty and 50 percent of
Fenty Beauty, reportedly
generating $550 million
in revenue in 2020.

The nine-time
Grammy Award winner
has stated that she in-
tends to increase her
philanthropic efforts
around the globe.

“My money is not
for me; it’s always the
thought that I can help
someone else,” she told
the New York Times in
2021. “The world can
really make you believe
that the wrong things
are priority, and it makes
you really miss the core
of life, what it means to
be alive.”

In 2021, Forbes es-
timated Rihanna’s net
worth at $1.7 billion,
trailing only Oprah
Winfrey as the world’s
richest entertainer.

“A lot of women
felt there were no lines
out there that catered to
their skin tone. It was
light, medium, medium-
dark, dark,” Shannon
Coyne, co-founder of
consumer products
consultancy Bluestock
Advisors, told Forbes
about Rihanna’s suc-
cessful beauty products.

“We all know that’s
not reality. She was one
of the first brands that
came out and said, ‘I
want to speak to all of

those different people.’”
Born Robyn

Rihanna Fenty on Febru-
ary 20, 1988, in Saint
Michael, Barbados, the
tantalizing starlet deliv-
ered hit after hit with
songs like “Umbrella,”
“Rude Boy,” and “Dia-
monds.”

With over 100 mil-
lion social media follow-
ers, Rihanna’s fans have
pleaded with their idol
to deliver new music.

But with her Fenty
and Savage X Fenty busi-
ness white-hot, Rihanna
appears to have settled
in as an entrepreneur
and business magnate.

Cutting deals with
Puma in 2014, Dior in
2016, Fenty Beauty in
2017, Savage X Fenty in
2018, and Fenty Skin in
2020, Rihanna kept her
business focused.

Forbes writer
Madeline Berg described
Rihanna’s rise this way:

“When Robyn
Fenty, known to the
world as Rihanna,
launched Fenty Beauty
in 2017, she sought to
create a cosmetics com-
pany that made “women
everywhere (feel) in-
cluded.” A perhaps unin-
tended consequence:
The beauty line has
helped her enter one of
the world’s most exclu-
sive ranks: Billionaire.”

Berge concluded by
providing commentary
from Coyne, the consult-
ant.

“She is creating a
brand outside of herself.
It ’s not just about
Rihanna. Even if you
don’t like her music,
she’s created a real style
in the fashion and
beauty space.”

Did you know that mosquitoes can breed in as little as a tablespoon of water?
Prevent mosquitoes from breeding on your property by taking these steps:
· At least weekly, empty or remove trash cans, buckets, old tires, pots,
    plant saucers, and other containers that hold water.
· Keep gutters clear of debris and standing water.
· Remove standing water around structures and from flat roofs.
· Change water in pet dishes daily.
· Rinse and scrub vases and other indoor water containers weekly.
· Change water in wading pools and bird baths several times a week.
· Use mosquito dunks with larvicide for water that can’t be emptied
    or covered.
· Keep backyard pools and hot tubs properly chlorinated and free
    of debris.
· Cover trash containers.
· Water lawns and gardens carefully so water does not stand for
     several days.
· Screen rain barrels and openings to water tanks or cisterns.
· Treat front and back door areas of homes with residual insecticides if
    mosquitoes are abundant nearby.
· If mosquito problems persist, consider pesticide applications for
    vegetation around the home.
See the CDC’s website on Controlling Mosquitoes at Home for more information.

Prevent Mosquito Breeding
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Brett Favre Controversy Highlights
Bigger Problem in Journalism

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist
BRETT
FAVRE

 (VILLAGER) -
Where’s the outrage?

You know? The in-
vestigative articles and
probing questions that
normally result when-
ever a Black athlete is
arrested for something
as mundane as jaywalk-
ing or Terrell Owens do-
ing pushups in his drive-
way after being sent
home by then Philadel-
phia Eagles coach Andy
Reid.

After all, Brett
Favre is a member of the
Pro Football Hall of Fame
and considered one of
the greatest quarter-
backs of his generation.
So why hasn’t the na-
tional media jumped all
over the article pub-
lished in Mississippi To-
day about how the
state’s former governor
assisted Favre, who’s
white, to use welfare
funding to pay for a vol-
leyball stadium at his
daughter’s school and
his alma mater at South-
ern Mississippi?

Folks, we’re talking
about an all-time great

football player joining
forces with the highest-
ranking politician in his
home state to divert mil-
lions of dollars intended
for welfare recipients.

Instead of being
the lead story on ESPN,
CNN and FS1, Favre’s
story has been pushed
to the back page.

Favre is white. The
folks who run main-
stream media are white.
To that end, it’s easier
for the media to criticize
a Black athlete than a
white athlete.

Journalism has a

problem, just like
America has a problem.

Is journalism rac-
ist?

To answer that
question, you have to
understand how the
profession evolved over
the last two decades.

Once upon a time,
when I was considered a
“rising” sports journalist
writing for some of the
biggest newspapers in
America, there were a
lot more journalists who
were Black;  a lot more
journalists, in general.

It seemed like there

was a Black sports writer
covering every NBA
team, and I’m not exag-
gerating. At the time, it’s
important to note that
the NBA, while not con-
sidered the “ghetto” of
pro sports beats, was
not considered as impor-
tant as Major League
Baseball, which was
dominated then - and
now - by white journal-
ists.

That all changed
when the NBA became
more mainstream. Sud-
denly, the NBA was con-
sidered a primo beat as

sports editors replaced
Black beat writers with
white beat writers. As a
result, the NBA - whose
players are more than 70
percent Black - are cov-
ered by predominately
white journalists.

The trend in sports
media away from
trained Black sports
journalists continues as
former Black athletes
are hired for positions
normally reserved for
trained Black journalists.
Television networks
have developed a for-
mula pairing a white

woman host with a
white male journalist
and Black male athlete.

What’s the solu-
tion? More people in the
newspaper industry like
Villager publisher Mr.
Wyatt, who gives me the
journalistic license to of-
fer my insights and opin-
ions from a Black man’s
perspective who has
seen everything there is
to see in professional,
collegiate and high
school sports.

The Villager de-
serves all of our contin-
ued support.

CALLS FOR BRETT FAVRE TO BE REMOVED FROM HALL
OF FAME FOLLOWING WELFARE SCANDAL GROW

by Niko Mann | BLACK ENTERPRISE

(BE) - Calls for ex-
Green Bay Packers’ quar-
terback Brett Favre to be
removed from the Pro
Football Hall of Fame, fol-
lowing the news that he re-
ceived millions of dollars
from a Mississippi welfare
fund, are growing, accord-
ing to NBC Sports.

Favre is accused of
stealing $5 million from
the state’s welfare fund in
order to build a volleyball
stadium at his alma mater
and daughter’s college,
the University of South-
ern Mississippi. Text mes-
sages revealed that Favre
knew where the money
was coming from and
what it would be used for.

One of Favre’s texts
said, “If you were to pay
me, is there anyway the
media can find out where
it came from and how
much?”

Following the news
that the ex-quarterback
and dozens of others
were being sued by the
Mississippi Department

of Human Services,
SiriusXM put his show,
The SiriusXM Blitz With
Brett Favre and Bruce
Murray on hold, CNBC re-
ported. Others began to
call for the 52-year-old to
be removed from the Hall
of Fame. However, it
seems unlikely that Favre
will be penalized, as the
Hall of Fame bylaws don’t
allow for removal.

When questions
arose about ex-NFL team
owner, George Preston
Marshall, being removed
from the Hall of Fame for
being a segregationist,
the Hall of Fame released
a statement noting it
wasn’t possible.

“Once elected, noth-
ing in the Pro Football Hall
of Fame’s bylaws allows for
the removal of a Hall mem-
ber.”

Bishop Talbert Swan
noted the hypocrisy of
NFL fans who had a prob-
lem with Colin Kaepernick
kneeling to protest but
have nil to say about

Tampa Bay Buccaneers
quarterback Tom Brady,
who received $960,855 in
PPP loans, or Favre steal-
ing from the poorest of
the poor. Mississippi has
an 18.8% poverty rate.

“Another tale of 3
QB’s Tom Brady took a
$1M PPP loan. He made
$83M that year and pur-
chased a multi million dol-
lar boat days after the loan
Brett Favre took $5M ear-
marked for people in MS
living beneath the poverty
level Colin Kaepernick took
a knee Who lost their NFL
career?”

Actor Michael
Rapaport also had a few
words for Favre, saying on
Twitter that he should be
ashamed of himself and
never again show his face
in public.

“A message for Brett
Favre & all of those in
Sports Media that think
this isn’t worth the news
coverage it deserves
@iamrapaport Stays Dis-
ruptive.”

THE
POST-GAME
ANALYSIS

by Thomas Wyatt

(VILLAGER) - The
Brett Favre scam should
be scouring TVs, radio
shows, and newspapers
alike. There should be no
stone that Brett Favre can
hide under; especially in
Mississippi. Shannon
Sharpe, an NFL Hall-of-
famer also hailing from
the state of Mississippi
had some outrageous
words for his fellow
statesman on his cable
sports show, Undisputed,
with Skip Bayless.

Sharpe called Favre
“a sorry mofo” when his
show aired a few weeks
ago, just after more de-
tails on Favre’s scandal
released. To be exact,
Sharpe said, “You got to
be a sorry mofo to steal
from the lowest of the
low.” In that statemen,
Sharpe isn’t wrong con-
sidering Mississippi ’s
residents are among the
poorest in the nation.

But what gets me
about this is how little

attention it is getting
compared to the Reggie
Bush fiasco. Bush won
the Heisman trophy in
2005. In 2006, Bush’s
family was investigated
for receiving “gifts”; a
violation of NCAA poli-
cies. The gifts in ques-
tion equaled to about
$291,600 in total. Mak-
ing a long story short,
Bush was stripped of his
Heisman trophy and all
his records at the Uni-
versity of Southern Cali-

fornia (USC).
Even now, with the

new NIL (Name, Image,
and Likeness) rules in
play within the NCAA,
Bush has yet to receive
his Heisman trophy
back. According to the
New York Times  and
Sports Illustrated, Bush
reached out to the NCAA
requesting the rein-
statement of his
Heisman Trophy and
various football records.
The president of the

Heisman Trust, Michael
Comerford, won’t even
accept Bush’s call.

So, let me be gruff.
Bush was punished, and
still being punished, for
his family accepting
“gifts” while he was at,
of all places, USC. Yet,
Favre’s scandalous ass
can’t even garner cover-
age from all the major
Sports cable networks
who made their names
reporting on Bush two
decades ago?
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KANYE WEST REPORTEDLY IN
NEGOTIATIONS WITH BLACK-

OWNED BRANDS AFTER
SEVERING TIES WITH GAP

by BLACK ENTERPRISE Editors

KANYE WEST (Image: Blacknews.com)

(BE) - Late last
week, an attorney for
Kanye West, who now
goes by Ye, told The As-
sociated Press that a let-
ter was sent to Gap on
Thursday (Sept. 15) to
terminate the contract
between the clothing
chain and West’s com-
pany, Yeezy.

Less than 48 hours
since the announce-
ment, rumors began to
swirl about the mega
mogul reportedly reach-
ing out to smaller, Black-
owned footwear compa-
nies for potential part-
nerships to merge his
clothing and shoe lines.
This bold business move
would bring more
awareness to indepen-
dent clothing brands
while creating a bigger
stake in the fashion in-
dustry for West.

“With all of his
power, influence and
wide reach, it’s the last
thing that major corpora-
tions want. This is huge.”

In 2021, Bloomberg
ranked him as the
wealthiest Black Ameri-
can, pegging his net
worth at $6 billion. Be-
tween $3.2 billion and
$4.7 billion of that net
worth comes from West’s
partnerships with Gap
and Adidas, according to
investment bank UBS. A
potential partnership be-
tween West and smaller,
Black-owned businesses
would create a larger
share of the fashion mar-
ket for underrepresented
corporations.

“If a deal of this pro-
portion goes through and
my company goes into
partnership with Ye, there
will be a tectonic shift,”
says the unnamed source.

According to indus-
try insiders, West is seek-
ing mergers with all
Black-owned footwear
companies. Sources also
say celebrities such as
Dave Chappelle, Magic
Johnson and former
track and field athlete/

professional football
player John Carlos
(archived for his rebel-
lious Black Power salute
on the podium at the
1968 Summer Olympics)
are among dignitaries
who will reportedly
bring their influence to
this project.

Companies vying
for impending ventures
with West include At-
lanta-based Nagast Foot-
wear. Launched in 2015,
Nagast became the first
company to create an
internationally success-
ful sneaker line to com-
memorate the legacy of
powerful Black leaders,
such as Nat Turner and
Marcus Garvey, among
others.

Other Black-owned
businesses that could be
included in possible ven-
tures include the
nation’s only Black
woman-owned fulfill-
ment center Everlasting
Love Fulfillment, among
many others.

Over 194,000 Russians flee call-
up to neighboring countries

By DASHA LITVINOVA | AP

TALLINN, Estonia
(AP) — It took Vsevolod
four days to drive from
Moscow to Russia’s
southern border with
Georgia. He had to aban-
don his car at one point
and continue on foot.

On Tuesday, he fi-
nally finished his 1,800-
kilometer (1,100-mile)
journey and crossed the
frontier to escape being
called up to fight in
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

“At 26, I do not want
to be carried home in a
zinc-lined (coffin) or stain
(my) hands with
somebody’s blood be-
cause of the war of one
person that wants to build
an empire,” he told The
Associated Press, asking
that his last name not be
used because he feared
retaliation from Russia.

He was one of over
194,000 Russian nation-
als who have fled to
neighboring Georgia,
Kazakhstan and Finland
— most often by car, bi-
cycle or on foot — in the
week since President
Vladimir Putin an-
nounced a partial mobi-
lization of reservists.

The mass exodus of
men — alone or with
their families or friends
— began Sept. 21,
shortly after Putin’s ad-
dress to the nation, and
continued all this week.
Early on, they snapped
up airline tickets, which
spiked in price on the
few airlines still flying
out of Russia. But the
rest had to gas up their

cars and join the long
lines snaking on roads
toward the borders.

According to the
online service Yandex
Maps, the traffic jam
leading to Verkhny Lars,
a border crossing into
Georgia from Russia’s
North Ossetia region,
stretched for about 15
kilometers (over 9 miles)
on Tuesday. Social media
showed hundreds of pe-
destrians lining up at the
checkpoint after Russian
border guards relaxed
regulations and allowed
people to cross on foot.

Similarly long
queues were reported at
some crossings into
Kazakhstan.

The Interior Ministry
of Georgia said over
53,000 Russians have en-
tered the country since
last week, while Interior
Ministry officials in
Kazakhstan said 98,000
crossed into that nation.
The Finnish Border Guard
agency said over 43,000
arrived in the same pe-
riod. Media reports also
said another 3,000 Rus-
sians entered Mongolia,
which also shares a bor-
der with the country.

Russian authorities
sought to stem the flow,
barring some men from
leaving and citing mobi-
lization laws. The prac-
tice did not seem wide-
spread, but rumors per-
sisted that Moscow may
soon shut the borders to
all men of fighting age.

Police in North
Ossetia said a makeshift

enlistment office will be
set up at the Verkhny
Lars crossing, and local
officials confirmed to
the state news agency
Tass that Russian men
are being served call-up
summonses at crossings
into Georgia.

Russia’s Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu
has said that only about
300,000 men with prior
combat or other military
service would be mus-
tered, but reports have
emerged from various
Russian regions that re-
cruiters were rounding
up men outside that de-
scription. That fueled
fears of a much broader
call-up, sending droves
of men of all ages and
backgrounds to airports
and borders.

“There’s a risk that
they will announce a full
mobilization,” according
to a resident of St. Pe-
tersburg who made it to
Kazakhstan on Tuesday.
The man, who refused to
give his name because
he feared for his safety,
told AP he spent three
days driving from his
home to Uralsk in north-
western Kazakhstan
near the border.

He said Putin’s mo-
bilization remarks dif-
fered from what his de-
cree said, leaving room
for a broader interpreta-
tion, adding: “People
worry that sooner or
later, a full mobilization
will be announced, and
no one will be able to
cross the borders.”

(WORLD) - Footage from earlier this year of
President Joe Biden threatening to block Nord
Stream 2 has resurfaced after the Russian natural
gas pipeline began leaking this week.

Biden told reporters in February that the un-
derwater pipeline, which spans 764 miles from Rus-
sia to Germany’s Baltic coast, would be brought to
an end if Ukraine were to be invaded.

"If Russia invades... then there will be no longer a
Nord Stream 2," Biden said. "We will bring an end to it."

On early Monday, Bjorn Lund, director of the
Swedish National Seismic Network, reported that a
major explosion had been detected southeast of the
Danish island of Bornholm. Later that evening, a
second and even more powerful explosion was de-
tected northeast of the island.

The explosion, according to the AP, was as pow-
erful as a 2.3 magnitude earthquake and was also
detected by seismic stations in Denmark, Finland,
and Norway. Lund stressed, however, that the seis-
mic activity was not caused by an earthquake.

Nord Stream 1 has reportedly suffered two
leaks while Nord Stream 2 has suffered just one.

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen ar-
gued that the damage to the pipelines was caused
by “deliberate actions." An anonymous source
speaking to the German media said the incidents
could have been caused by sabotage.

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki
likewise called the leaks “an act of sabotage.”

“We can clearly see that this is an act of sabo-
tage, an act that probably means a next step of es-
calation in the situation that we are dealing with in
Ukraine,” Morawiecki said.

Polish politician and European Parliament

U.S. attack or Russian false flag? The internet is awash
in theories over sabotaged Russian gas pipeline

by Mikael Thalen | THE DAILY DOT

member Radek Sikorski even went as far as to thank
the U.S. while sharing a picture of one leaking pipe-
line, suggesting that the incident had been carried
out at the behest of the Biden administration.

European intelligence officials denied knowing
what caused the issue. Others fear "Moscow sabo-
taged its own infrastructure out of spite or to warn
that pipelines are vulnerable to attack," as further
noted by the AP.

But many in the U.S., especially conservative
opponents of Biden, felt that the suspected sabo-
tage was anything but a coincidence.

"Seems pretty clear the Biden Admin made
good on its promise to sabotage the pipeline," right-
leaning journalist Jordan Schachtel tweeted.

Despite the finger-pointing, no evidence has
been presented thus far to indicate which, if any,
nation-state is responsible.

Neither pipeline is currently operational, al-
though both were filled with natural gas at the time
of the alleged explosions. The pipelines are owned
by the Russian energy giant Gazprom, which has
drawn increased attention as of late as Europe at-
tempts to ease its reliance on Russian energy.

Anders Puck Nielson of the Royal Danish Defence College explains that three simultaneous leakages from
Russian gas pipelines within a 24 hour period is “extremely unusual” and begs the question: Is this sabotage?



Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

www.austintexas.gov/department/purchasing
For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/

Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.
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In campaign ad, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick suggests mandatory
10-year sentence for gun-related crimes BY JOLIE MCCULLOUGH | TEXAS TRIBUNE

(TXT) - Texas Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick is mak-
ing the increase in vio-
lent crime a major point
of his reelection cam-
paign, most recently
proposing to imprison
people for at least 10
years if they’re convicted
of any crime while using
a gun.

“Texans are fed up
with violent crime and
skyrocketing murder
rates,” Patrick says in a
campaign ad that began

airing this week. “To
stop it, I will pass legis-
lation next session to
add a 10-year manda-
tory jail sentence to any-
one convicted of using a
gun while committing a
crime.”

But details are
scant on what would be
a major policy shift to
increase incarceration in
the state, which already
imprisons the most
people in the country.
Patrick has offered no

specifics for what is now
a one-line campaign
promise in the 30-sec-
ond ad spot. His cam-
paign did not respond to
repeated requests this
week for details on what
such legislation would
look like.

It ’s unclear how
Patrick would define if a
gun was “used” during a
crime, including
whether possession of a
gun while committing a
low-level, nonviolent

crime would fall under
the 10-year minimum. In
Texas, legislators passed
a law last year allowing
adults to openly carry
handguns and long rifles
in public without a per-
mit.

It’s also unknown if
such a minimum sen-
tence would have to be
served in a Texas prison,
or how terms of proba-
tion and parole could
factor into the punish-
ment length.

Patrick’s campaign
promise is a reaction to
an increase in Texas ho-
micides, part of a nation-
wide trend that experts
have theorized is at least
in part due to the insta-
bility of the pandemic,
policing protests and
more guns on the street.
In Houston, police
records show reports of
murder increased from
267 in 2019 to 434 last
year.

The lieutenant’s
governor strategy to ad-
dress crime by keeping
more people in jail is
popular with many con-
servatives, especially
during election cam-
paigns. But many crimi-
nal justice reform advo-
cates, often in bipartisan
efforts, have encour-
aged policymakers to fo-
cus less on harsh punish-
ments and instead ad-
dress the roots of crime,
like poverty, mental ill-
ness and addiction.

Mandatory mini-
mums have long been
controversial nation-
wide, with opponents
saying they don’t deter
crime as intended but do
lead to ballooning prison
populations, often tar-
geting people of color.

“Something that
we know is that we have
to end gun violence,”
said Alycia Castillo,
policy and advocacy ad-
viser for the Texas Cen-
ter for Justice and Equity.
“We also know that
mandatory minimums
don’t do that. ... They
actually increase the risk
of reoffending when
someone is released.”

Castillo criticized
Patrick for advocating a
method to keep more
people in prisons longer
without giving judges
discretion to weigh indi-
vidual cases. Advocates
against mandatory mini-
mums argue the policies
shift power from judges
to prosecutors, who gain
leverage to convince de-
fendants to plead guilty
to lesser charges if they
don’t want to risk going
to trial and receiving a
mandatory sentence.

“People have
woken up to the fact that
prisons aren’t what’s
keeping us safe,” she
said. “The criminal legal
system in Texas is not
working, and it’s in fact
making matters worse,
especially for our most
oppressed communi-
ties.”

In the federal crimi-

nal system, minimum
punishment require-
ments for firearm-re-
lated offenses apply to
violent and drug-traffick-
ing crimes, with differ-
ent term lengths for pos-
sessing a gun during the
crime versus brandish-
ing the weapon or firing
it. Simple possession of
a handgun while com-
mitting such a crime re-
quires a minimum five-
year sentence; firing it

bumps the floor to 10
years.

But mandatory
minimum sentences for
specific crimes are rare
in Texas, “leaving the
range of confinement
open in a trial and avail-
able to prosecutors and
defense attorneys for
negotiation in plea bar-
gaining,” according to a
resource guide from the
Texas District & County
Attorneys Association.

Your year-round
guide to Austin art.

PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR QUOTES
SUNDT CONSTRUCTION, INC
CITY OF AUSTIN - Waterloo Greenway Creek
Delta Project
Deadline:  Friday,  October 7, 2022 – 11:00 AM

Is soliciting quotations for the City of Austin Waterloo
Greenway Creek Delta, C.I.P Project Number: 12861.002
Solicitation Number: CLMC942 MBE/WBE
Opportunities: Demolition, Excavation, Milling, Asphalt
Paving, Concrete Paving, Misc. Concrete. Storm Drainage,
Water Utilities, Wastewater Utilities, Erosion Control,
Signage, Telecom, Traffic Control, Bridges, Walls, Drill
Shafts, Soil Nail, Electrical, Vibration Monitoring, Decking,
Landscape, Irrigation, Block Pavers, Misc. Metals,
Limestone Blocks, Site Furnishings, Wayfinding’s, Sidewalks
and Driveways, Pavement Marking, Traffic Signals, and
Trucking. Bids are due on Friday,  October 7, 2022 – 11:00
AM. Interested companies must be currently certified as M/
WBE, and/or African American, Hispanic, Asian, Native
American through the COA Small and Minority Business
Resources Department (SMBR). To request bid
documentation, send  information to texasbid@sundt.com.
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