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4th Annual Trailblazers Awards

Best-selling author, Dr. Leonard Moore, Vice-President of Diversity and Black History Pro-
fessor at the University of Texas, will keynote the 4th Annual Trailblazers Awards. The Awards,
hosted by The Committee the Original Austin Chapter (a local nonprofit 501c3), will be held on
Sunday, February 5, 2023, at 3:00 pm at Mount Sinai Baptist Church (A. W.  Anthony Mays,
Sr. Pastor) located at 8500 Cameron Road, Austin, Texas. The Trailblazer Awards are given to
individuals who have demonstrated long-term commitments to the shaping and development of
African American citizens in Austin.

The 2023 honorees (photos- top left to bottom right):
Judge Sam Biscoe –   Former Travis County Commissioners Court
Dawnna Dukes – Former State Representative District 46
Carl Barnett Sr. – President & CEO Barnett Auto Group
Jeff Travillion – Travis County Commissioner Precinct 1
Greg Hamilton – Former Travis County Sheriff
Ora Houston – Former Austin City Council Member District 1
Nelson Linder – President of the Austin NAACP Branch
Judge Richard Scott – Former Travis County Justice of the Peace Precinct 1
This historic and educational event provides the perfect opportunity to recognize a few of

the many individuals who work tirelessly to amplify the voice of the African American community
in Austin. We look forward to hearing your applause and support. Entertainment included. Masks
are not mandatory.

The Committee the Original Austin Chapter (a nonprofit 501c3 in Austin, Texas) creates,
supports, funds scholarships, and activities that educate and encourage community engage-
ment for African American citizens in Austin, Texas.

Huston-Tillotson University’s Homecoming
Yes, it’s a #fRAMil #fRAMil #fRAMil #fRAMil #fRAMily Ry Ry Ry Ry Reunioneunioneunioneunioneunion that you don’t want to miss.

Join us, FFFFFeeeeebrbrbrbrbruaruaruaruaruary 5 – 11y 5 – 11y 5 – 11y 5 – 11y 5 – 11, in East Austin on our historic
Huston-Tillotson University campus for a phenomenal week
of fun. Don’t miss Sunday’s fRAMily Kickball Tournament at
Rosewood Park, Friday’s Alumni Brunch, our Pep Rally, Cul-
ture Fest, and for the first time ever WWWWWinter’inter’inter’inter’inter’s HottesT Ps HottesT Ps HottesT Ps HottesT Ps HottesT Pararararartytytytyty
aaaaat Kt Kt Kt Kt Kalahari Ralahari Ralahari Ralahari Ralahari Resoresoresoresoresort t t t t WWWWWaaaaaterterterterterparparparparpark on Fk on Fk on Fk on Fk on Fridaridaridaridaridayyyyy,,,,, F F F F Feeeeebrbrbrbrbruaruaruaruaruary 10y 10y 10y 10y 10. Make
sure you pack your swimsuit and towels for the waterpark’s
heated pools!

fRAMily, of course we will be tailgating all day Saturday,
February 11, with over 100 vendors at our fRAMily Market
and live entertainment!

Tap the enclosed link to purchase your Homecoming tick-
ets, register as a vendor, and view our phenomenal sched-
ule of events and activities,

https://tinhttps://tinhttps://tinhttps://tinhttps://tinyuryuryuryuryurl.com/HTfRAMill.com/HTfRAMill.com/HTfRAMill.com/HTfRAMill.com/HTfRAMilyRyRyRyRyReunion2023eunion2023eunion2023eunion2023eunion2023.

BEWARE
ILLYWHACKERS

To get snakes out of
brushy fields, beat the tall
grass. If that doesn’t work,
burn the field.

If the events of Tyre
Nichols’ death don’t teach
you anything else, it’s how
to burn the damn field.

It is not surprising,
alarming, astonishing, nor
bewildering how the death
of unarmed Black men by
police are aggressively de-
fended by the likes of so-
called Blue Liners.

Check their argu-
ments for yourself. They’ll
tell you George Floyd’s
death was his own fault be-
cause he was a drug addict
in poor health. Or Eric
Garner’s death was be-
cause of his obesity and
heart disease. Never mind
the fact that both weren’t
in distress before being
choked to death while
pleading for a single breath.

So, let me be clear.
When it’s a white officer
killing an unarmed non-
threatening black man, the
act is justifiable. When it’s
five or more white officers
killing an unarmed non-
threatening black man, the
act is defendable. When it’s
a black officer killing an un-
armed non-threatening
black man, the act is assail-
able. And when five or
more black officers kill an
unarmed non-threatening
black man, the act is atro-
cious. So much so that the
likes of Dan Bongino won’t
even defend the accused
former Memphis police of-
ficers for Nichols’ death.

But he’s not the only
illywhacker choking on his
own spit. The Memphis Po-
lice Association released a
statement extending con-
dolences while praying for
justice. Their statement did
not defend the actions of
the officers involved but
neither did it condemn
them.

Across this nation,
similar statements are be-
ing made that either send
condolences, dismiss the
actions of the authorities
involved, or flat out con-
demn the actions entirely.
However, no police union
nor independent authority
has come out and defended
or commended the actions
of Memphis police in this
state of affairs.

Burn baby, burn!
But the question is:

How is it that we are at this
point now?

We’ve had bodycam
footage before. We’ve had
cellphone camera footage
before. We’ve had area
camera footage before.

And you know the old
adage, “For every ONE you
see,…” So don’t get too
comfortable, brethren.

Debutantes!
Debutantes!
Debutantes!
See BALL

Page 3

NFL QB Fathers seeing
fruits of their labor.

See EARLY
Page 4

What is
“Contempt of Cop”

and how does
is effect policing?
See REPORT

Page 6
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DOUBLE

GROCERY
“R”

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
*We cash ALL Tax Refund*Checks *Check Out

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

“This life, therefore, is not
righteousness, but growth in righteousness;
not health, but healing; not being, but
becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not
yet what we shall be, but we are growing
toward it. The process is not yet finished,
but it is going on. This is not the end, but it
is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory,
but all is being purified.” --- Martin Luther

Olive Branch Fellowship of Austin / All Faith Chapel
4110 Guadalupe St. Bldg #639 Austin, TX 78751

Sunday Morning
Worship @ 11: am

Kenneth Hill,
Pastor

DAVID CHAPEL Missionary Baptist Church
SUNDAY

Christian Education 9:15a.m. | Worship 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Available

WEDNESDAY |
Worship 1st Wed. monthly 7:00p.m. | Bible Study 7:30p.m.

Dr. Joseph C.
Parker, Jr.

Senior Pastor

2211 East Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd.
Austin, TX 78702

Office: 512-472-9748 Fax: 512-472-5399
Website: www.davidchapel.org
Email: info@davidchapel.org
“A Church with a Heart

for The Community”

Pastor J. R. Roberson
& First lady

Lillian Robertson

BETHEL-ST. PAUL UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
877 W. Hempstead, Giddings, Texas 78942

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Sunday  Worship 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible

Study 6:00p.m.
(979) 542-2784 Church
(979) 540-6352 Home

AGAPE: A church for all people. “Where Jesus Christ is Magnified and the Love
He exhibited is Exemplified.”  Come, received God’s Unconditional Love for you.

For there is No Greater Love!

H. Ed Calahan, Pastor

Church Services
Sun. School – 9:30a Sun. Worship – 11:00a

Mid-Week
Thurs.: Praise, Prayer and Bible Study – 7:00PM

Call: 454-1547 for transportation
Web:  www.agapebcaustintx.com

Agape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist ChurchAgape Baptist Church
In “THE CENTRE” Bldg. F-15

7801 North Lamar Blvd. (S.E. Corner of North Lamar and 183)
Austin, Texas 78752

Dr. Ricky Freeman, Senior Pastor

1010 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78702 

Phone (512) 478-1 75 Fax (512) 478-1892
Child Development Center (Ages 0-5)

 (512) 478-6709

WE INVITE EVERYONE! 

Sunday

10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship Service 

                  on YouTube Live. Click the 

                  QR code for Worship Services.  

8:45 a.m. Christian Education Ministry 

                Experience via Zoom*.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. - Midweek Prayer Service via Zoom*

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Alpha Kappa Sigma Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Incorporated
and partnership with Reach One Educational Foundation-501© 3 Arm of AKS:

Presentation of the 40th Biennial Debutante Ball and Centennial Debutantes

Standing: L-R - Cecilia Agboga, Dhiara Berkley, Maya Hay, Alexis Winston, Morgan Warren,
Kemah Shaw, Savannah Vasher, Jadyn Adamson and  Sydney Darauvalla Seated: L-R - Carrie
Agboga, Bianca Sears, Kayla Reed, Erin McCormick, Zoey Hill, Juliet Booker and Delee Faison

(AUSTIN, TX) - On December 30, 2022, Alpha
Kappa Sigma Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Soror-
ity, Incorporated presented its 40th class of debu-
tantes. The cotillion was the culmination of a year-
long celebration in which the sorority celebrated a
major milestone, its 100-year anniversary. The so-
rority was organized on November 12, 1922, at But-
ler University in Indianapolis, IN, by seven outstand-
ing young women educators, who emphasized edu-
cational attainment for our young people.  The Al-
pha Kappa Sigma Chapter continues this edict by
financially supporting students to pursue higher
education.  Earlier in the year, seven scholarships
were presented to seven high school graduating
seniors in honor of our founders. Additionally, four
scholarships were presented to debutantes at the
formal ball. They included: 1st Place-Jadyn Adamson,
2nd Place-Juliet Booker, 3rd Place-Dhiara Berkley and
4th Place-Erin McCormick.  A total of sixteen schol-
arly and graceful young ladies were formally intro-
duced to society, to the elation of admiring family and
friends.  Ms. Jennifer Sanders, KXAN-TV News Anchor,
was the beautiful and refined commentator.

     The special legacy ceremony acknowledges

parents who were presented as Debutantes by Al-
pha Kappa Sigma Chapter.  Two of the legacy debu-
tantes, Jadyn Adamson and Alexis Winston, pre-
sented roses to their mothers to salute them,
RoShana Adamson and Mary Winston. The chap-
ter also recognized mothers who had been pre-
sented by other organizations and their Debutantes.
Also, two former debutantes, who are sisters, re-
ceived the “Keeper of the Dream Award.” Attorney
Gabrielle Smith, a 2007 debutante, is employed with
the law firm of Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle &
Townsend, P.C.  Also, Dr. Bethany Smith, a 2011
debutante, recently served as Student Advisory
Council Representative at the University of Texas
System.

     The 2022 Debutante Ball was chaired by
Mrs. Georgia L. Johnson and Mrs. Mary K. Ashford.
The  chairs  for the ball were recognized and  hon-
ored for many years of dedicated service as Debu-
tante Ball Chairpersons. They were presented with
distinctive plaques and a dozen yellow roses.  Ms.
Karolyn Thompson is President of Alpha Kappa
Sigma Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, In-
corporated.

CELEBRATE THE MUSIC OF
KENNY DORHAM

AT THE HISTORIC VICTORY GRILL THURSDAY, FEB. 9

Live Concert Featuring the Mike
Sailors Quintet to Honor the Musical
Legacy of East Austin Jazz Musician

AUSTIN, TX — Legendary East Austin jazz trum-
peter Kenny Dorham will be celebrated with a live
concert performed by the Mike Sailors Quintet at
the Historic Victory Grill on Thursday, Feb. 9 at 8
p.m. Produced by musician and community leader
Harold McMillan of DiverseArts and East Austin Cre-
ative Coalition, the program will exclusively feature
music composed by Dorham during his prolific mid-
century musical career. Tickets are now available
online.

A true culmination of East Austin’s rich African
American cultural heritage, the Kenny Dorham trib-
ute concert will honor the Texas-born musician in
the Central East Austin neighborhood he called
home for many years. Dorham, a graduate of the
original L.C. Anderson High School in East Austin,
forged an extraordinary yet underrated career as a
professional trumpet player, composer and ar-
ranger— performing and recording with jazz giants
including Charlie Parker, Joe Henderson, Herbie
Hancock, Horace Silver, Art Blakey and Thelonoius
Monk along the way.

Sailors, a renowned trumpeter in his own right
and a studious admirer of Dorham’s musicianship
and compositional genius, will lead his quintet
through a program focused on some of Dorham’s
most distinctive work; with most of the perfor-
mance showcasing original arrangements by Sail-
ors. The jazz quintet is rounded out by a lineup of
stellar local jazz luminaries: Diego Rivera/tenor sax,
Sean Giddings/piano, Sam Panky/bass, and Adam
Jackson/drums. The quintet will headline the per-
formance at the Victory Grill — a venue founded in
1945 and defined by its extraordinary lineup of Af-
rican American artists. Victory Grill is located next
to Kenny Dorham’s Backyard, a cultural hub cel-
ebrating and persevering East Austin’s African
American culture — which is operated by McMillan,
the producer of the show.

The Music of Kenny Dorham Concert
featuring the Mike Sailors Quintet

Thursday, Feb. 9, 2023
Doors at 7:30 p.m. / Concert at 8 p.m.

The Historic Victory Grill
1104 E. 11th St. Austin, TX 78702
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Father’s Day Comes Early for Mahomes, Hurts

By John Harris Jr.
VILLAGER Sports

Columnist

(VILLAGER) - This is
the first opportunity
we’ve ever had in the
Super Bowl with two
Black quarterbacks start-
ing for their respective
teams. Patrick Mahomes
of the Kansas City Chiefs
and Jalen Hurts of the
Philadelphia Eagles, take
a bow. Their historic
matchup in Super Bowl
LVII February 12 in Glen-
dale, Arizona says a lot
about how far Black quar-
terbacks have come.

In that regard, con-
gratulations to Averion
Hurts Sr. and Pat
Mahomes Sr.

So many times, the
mainstream sports me-
dia narrative about Black
families is that their fa-
mous sons are products
of absentee fathers.

So go tell this story
instead.

Let’s tell the story
of Pat Mahomes Sr., a
former big-league base-
ball player who had his
young son with him in
the locker room, who
taught him how to lead
and how to be the quar-
terback.

And let’s talk about
Averion Hurts Sr., a long-
time head football coach
at Channelview High

Patrick Mahomes of the Kansas City Chiefs and Jalen Hurts of the Philadelphia Eagles. /Getty Images

School near Houston
who coached his son not
only in high school but as
far back as middle
school how to be QB1.

In looking at how
the NFL has come so far
as it pertains to the evo-
lution of Black quarter-
backs, don’t overlook
how Mahomes and
Hurts were raised and
influenced by their Black
fathers.

The nature of the
quarterback position is
to be able to run the
game from the pocket.
The best teams will form
a pocket for quarter-
backs like Mahomes and
Hurts who were trained
by the best - their fa-
thers - to do what is
natural to the position,
which includes
ballhandling, play-fak-
ing, throwing all differ-
ent kinds of passes, put-

ting pressure on the
edge with an ability to
run, or pass, or, if neces-
sary, escape the pass
rush. When the pass
pocket breaks down, the
quarterback must be
able to improvise, find a
way.

I wouldn’t be doing
my job if I failed to men-
tion that, as with most
Black quarterbacks in
the NFL, there have
been doubters every
step of the way.

In Hurts’ case, he
transferred from Ala-
bama to Oklahoma after
getting beat out by Tua
Tagovailoa, who may go
his entire NFL career
without playing in a Su-
per Bowl. Prior to the
NFL Draft, some
knucklehead reporter
had the nerve to ask
Hurts, whose doubters
outweigh his supporters

still to this day, if he
would consider playing a
different position in the
pros.

Even after winning
a regular-season MVP, a
Super Bowl MVP, win-
ning a Super Bowl and
appearing in four con-
secutive AFC Champion-
ship Games, an anony-
mous NFL defensive
coach said prior to this
season, “We love
Mahomes because of his
unorthodox throws, not
because of his natural
pocket presence. And
when that disappears,
this is when they lose
games. I don’t think that
is a 1. I think that is a 2.
Nothing against the guy.
I love the kid. But take
his first read away and
what does he do? He
runs and scrambles and
he plays streetball.”

Where does the in-

ner fortitude and unwa-
vering confidence come
from in these two Texas
natives, neither of
whom received a schol-
arship offer from the
University of Texas?

It comes from
Averion Hurts Sr., who
taught Jalen long ago
how to play the game.
He taught him so well
that Jalen had his pick of
college offers.

“It ’s just in your
blood,” Jalen said of his
father’s influence in a
2016 interview, prior to
making it to the NFL. “I
remember as a kid I al-
ways wore a shirt that
said, `Born To Play Foot-
ball.’ I was born into this
stuff because of my
dad.”

And it comes from
Pat Mahomes Sr., who
wanted his son to follow
in his footsteps and be-

come a pro baseball
player but encouraged
him to choose his own
career path.

“When I was
younger, my dad wanted
me to be a baseball player
for sure,” said Mahomes,
a standout at Whitehouse
High School in East Texas
before starring at Texas
Tech. “But as I got older, I
knew he felt how much I
love football and how
much I wanted to follow
that dream.”

Does this mean
that as the quarterback
position evolves, more
people will be looking
for more quarterbacks
who look like Mahomes
and Hurts?

Sure looks that
way.

Contact Villager
sports columnist John
Harris Jr. at jdharrisjr
@yahoo.com.

(OPINION) - Black history is American history.
It is interconnected with the contributions of Black
inventors, explorers, activists, educators, entertain-
ers, and more, and we proudly celebrate those con-
tributions each February.

My original intention was to focus on the ma-
jor impact Blacks have had on American history
despite the critical race theory confusion and cru-
sade of misguided opponents to erase our contri-
butions as a people.

But with the release of videotapes showing the
brutal and heartbreaking beating of Tyre Nichols by
Memphis police — including five Black officers —
my focus turned to the dark side of Black history
that we know all too well.

From Emmett Till to George Floyd, countless
African Americans have been murdered by avowed
racists or thugs in uniform time and time again, and
something must be done to stop the madness.

Generations ago, we were kidnapped and
abused as we crossed the ocean from Mother Af-
rica and arrived in a land where lynchings became
a dark part of history and evolved into the beatings
and shootings of today. When we explore our ge-
nealogy, some of us uncover a lynching or beating
in our family history, as I did.

To temper the anger and outrage, some point
to laws that, though it took generations to change
attitudes, have altered the course of our history.
They include:

· In the 1800s, the Emancipation Proclama-

tion paved the way for the permanent abolition of
slavery in the United States, resulting in the Thir-
teenth Amendment, which abolished slavery in the
United States.

· The Fourteenth Amendment gave citizen-
ship to all people born in the U.S. and the Fifteenth
Amendment gave Black Americans the right to vote.

· In the 1900s, the Civil Rights Act of 1957
allowed federal prosecution of anyone who tried
to prevent someone from voting.

· The Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibited dis-
crimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin.

· The Civil Rights Act of 1991 restored and
strengthened laws that ban discrimination in em-
ployment.

Those changes would not have occurred with-
out federal legislation. The changes needed to stop
the killing of Black people by police include getting
better police candidates and requiring better train-
ing, but what we need most is federal legislation.

1. Police Camera and Accountability Act
The Tyre Nichols beating would not have been cap-
tured without police body cameras and a street
camera giving a big-picture view, which is why the
Police Camera and Accountability Act passed by the
U.S. House must become law.

In 2022, federal grants were given to local police
departments to secure body cameras. President Joe
Biden’s executive order mandated federal officers to
wear body cameras, yet only seven states (Colorado,
Connecticut, Illinois, Maryland, New Jersey, New
Mexico, and South Carolina) mandate their use.

Note: We applaud Memphis Police Chief

Cerelyn “C.J.” Davis for firing the accused officers,
releasing the videotape, and acknowledging
Nichols’ beating as “heinous, reckless and inhu-
mane.”

2. George Floyd Policing Act
This legislation will hold law enforcement account-
able for misconduct in court, improve transparency
through data collection, reform police training and
policies, and restrict the use of no-knock warrants
and chokeholds.

3. Replacement of Qualified Immunity
Police should be held personally accountable by
laws with monetary consequences. We understand
there should be protection from frivolous lawsuits
against cities, counties and states that abuse tax-
payers’ monies.

If our legal system is good enough for Joe Q
Public, it should work for our men and women in
blue. Federal legislation should abolish qualified im-
munity, which protects police and other govern-
ment officials from individual liability in certain
cases, and replace it with new legislation that holds
officials accountable yet takes into consideration
split-second decisions.

Across America, Black mothers and fathers
continue to shed tears for their children killed at
the hands of those sworn to protect them. Aboli-
tionist Frederick Douglass, one of the illustrious
African Americans we celebrate during Black His-
tory Month, said, “Power concedes nothing with-
out a demand.”

We demand that our elected officials stop the
bleeding and make needed legislative changes a
reality.

TTTTThe Darhe Darhe Darhe Darhe Dark Side ofk Side ofk Side ofk Side ofk Side of Blac Blac Blac Blac Black Histork Histork Histork Histork Historyyyyy
Black history includes African Americans killed by police, and it’s time to demand our elected officials make legislative changes a reality.

by Sonny Messiah Jiles,
CEO of the Houston Defender Network
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Psst, College Board: We See You Not Defending
AP African American Studies

by Nicole Tucker-Smith
founder and CEO of

Lessoncast

TTTTThe prhe prhe prhe prhe proboboboboblem isnlem isnlem isnlem isnlem isn’’’’’t just Rt just Rt just Rt just Rt just Ron DeSantis and Fon DeSantis and Fon DeSantis and Fon DeSantis and Fon DeSantis and Florida — so herlorida — so herlorida — so herlorida — so herlorida — so here are are are are are thre thre thre thre three thingsee thingsee thingsee thingsee things
wwwwwe need fre need fre need fre need fre need from the orom the orom the orom the orom the orggggganizaanizaanizaanizaanization behind tion behind tion behind tion behind tion behind AdAdAdAdAdvvvvvanced Placement couranced Placement couranced Placement couranced Placement couranced Placement coursessessessesses.....

(OPINION) - The
Florida Department of
Education’s recent deci-
sion to reject the AP Af-
rican American studies
course is deliberately di-
visive. Gov. Ron
DeSantis, a Republican,
knows how to stoke sen-
timent.

The current media
attention is only energiz-
ing his base and bolster-
ing his, yet to be an-
nounced, presidential
bid. Throwing darts at
DeSantis, and by asso-
ciation at the Florida
DOE, only keeps him in
the public eye, and
therefore in view of his
admirers.

To achieve real
progress, it is the College
Board who can, and
should, do better. They
are in a position of
power, and that power
holds tremendous
weight. They control
what gets tested, taught,
and ultimately valued in
Advanced Placement
coursework.

Here are three
things that Americans
need to demand from
the College Board today.

1. Speak up on the
legitimacy of the Afri-
can American Studies
course

The College Board

has been mute on
Florida’s criticism of its
AP African American
Studies course and has
failed to rebuke the idea
that the course has no
educational value. We
must demand that the
College Board uses its
backbone, and stand by
the academically enrich-
ing course designed in
collaboration with mul-
tiple scholars.

Instead, the College
Board has announced a
plan to release an up-
dated framework on
Feb. 1, the first day of
Black History Month.
The timing couldn’t be
worse for multiple rea-
sons. Now, DeSantis gets
to claim this as a win,
and Illinois Governor J.B.
Pritzker will reject the
course if any of the
Florida DOE objections
influence the revised
framework.

We must insist that
the revisions are
grounded in feedback
from the students and
teachers who piloted
the course and not the
politicians who haven’t
read it. If not, the Col-
lege Board is prioritizing
the comfort of the privi-
leged over recognizing
the contributions of
people who have been
marginalized again and
again. For any of the re-
visions being made to
the framework, we must
ask who are the changes

serving?
Backtracking and

editing the course under
political pressure looks
like an admission of er-
ror. Starting now (and
not waiting for Black His-
tory Month), the College
Board must have the
courage of their convic-
tions, and defend what
they have created.

2. Audit and re-
form harmful portrayals
of African Americans
across all courses

Every course in the
AP catalog should in-
clude authentic repre-
sentations of people and
cultures. Let’s examine
how African Americans
are portrayed in the AP
American History
course.

In a practice item
for the AP American His-
tory exam, the reference
text, “The American Pag-
eant” (AP Edition), states
that:

“[t]he northward
migration of African-
Americans accelerated
after the war, thanks to
the advent of the me-
chanical cotton picker,
an invention whose im-
pact rivaled that of Eli
Whitney’s cotton gin…
Overnight the Cotton
South’s historic need for
cheap labor disap-
peared. Their muscle no
longer required in Dixie,
some 5 million black ten-
ant farmers and share-
croppers headed

north…Within a single
generation, a near ma-
jority of African-Ameri-
cans gave up their his-
toric homeland and their
rural way of life…The
speed and scale of these
changes jolted the mi-
grants and sometimes
convulsed the communi-
ties that received them.”

This passage is a
c o m p l e t e
mischaracterization of
history. It ignores the real
driving force behind the
Great Migration — Afri-
can Americans fleeing
mass racial violence,
lynching, destruction of
property, and oppression.

This AP American
History text is at direct
odds with the AP African
American Studies
course, which clearly
poses racial violence as
the driving factor of the
Great Migration.

Beyond this initial
insult, the characteriza-
tion of “muscle no
longer required” is de-
humanizing. The sugges-
tion that African Ameri-
cans “gave up” their
homes is a dismissive
way of describing people
fleeing for their life. The
mentioning that the re-
ceiving communities
“sometimes convulsed”
minimizes tragedies like
the 1921 Tulsa Race
Massacre.

This AP American
History text sets stu-
dents up to view the

Great Migration through
the lens of white domi-
nant culture and erases
the agency, aspirations,
strength, and resilience
of African Americans
throughout American
history. The College
Board itself is creating a
situation where stu-
dents are taught two
very different versions of
history, based on the
course they study.

Fundamenta l ly,
adding an African Ameri-
can Studies course does
not undo the harmful
stereotypes, sanitizing,
and whitewashing of his-
tory that we find across
other courses. We need
to review all AP courses
and insist on inclusive,
authentic representa-
tion of African Ameri-
cans.

3. Remove unnec-
essary barriers to ac-
cessing AP courses

Florida’s decision
highlights how geogra-
phy limits which AP
courses students can ac-
cess based on where
they live. We now have
all the technology we
need to make this course
material available to all
students who wish to
study it across the coun-
try.

In the post-Covid
age of online learning,
students in Florida
should not be hindered
from accessing the
course (and earning col-

lege credit) because stu-
dents across the country
deserve the opportunity
to engage with this rig-
orous portrayal of the
African American expe-
rience. After all, the
equal protection clause
of the Constitution has
been applied to educa-
tional issues.

 Ultimately,
DeSantis and the Florida
DOE should have
learned from the book
banning fiasco. A sure-
fire way to increase ap-
peal and curiosity
among teenagers is to
ban something; books
that were taken off li-
brary shelves all enjoyed
a healthy boost to their
scales. Indeed, college
students formed
“banned book study
clubs.”

This media storm
will do the same thing.
DeSantis may have inad-
vertently created the
greatest advertisement
for African American
Studies ever made.

Yet that doesn’t ab-
solve the College Board
of its responsibility to
update its harmful
American history course
content, make its African
American Studies course
available nationally, and
stand up for the authen-
tic representation of Af-
rican American contribu-
tions to this country that
our students deserve
and need.

by Ronald Walker
founding Executive

Director of the
Coalition of Schools

Educating Boys of Color
(COSEBOC)

This Black History Month, Let’s Amplify Being ‘WOKE’
This year, Ron Walker is spreading the message that we need to be

“working on knowledge equally” as it relates to Black history.

(OPINION) - As we
enter February, the des-
ignated month for the
appreciation of Black
History, a critical ques-
tion may arise from
those who are not Black.
That question might be,
“why does Black History
matter?”

This looms large,
given Florida’s recent re-
jection of a proposed
College Board Advanced
Placement course on Af-
rican-American Studies.
Some of the reasons
provided were that the
course included topics
such as the movement
for Black lives, Black
feminism, and repara-
tions, as well as the in-
clusion of certain Black
authors whose writings
touch on critical race
theory.

I respond as some-
one who has been fortu-
nate enough to have re-
ceived the benefit of a
deep immersion into
Black/African American

History as a student at
Lincoln University, the
first degree-granting His-
torically Black College
and University.

For example, my
deep appreciation for
the life and times of
Frederick Douglass was
fueled by a white profes-
sor by the name of
Phillip Foner, who was
the resident expert on
Douglass at the time. It
was Professor James
Farmer, director of the
Congress of Racial Equal-
ity and a civil rights ac-
tivist with Dr. Martin
Luther King, who intro-
duced me to the history
of the civil rights move-
ment.

As a Black History
major at Lincoln Univer-
sity, surrounded by a
wealth of information
about the immense and
significant contributions
made by Black Ameri-
cans, I gained a true ap-
preciation of them. This
experience of authentic
learning helped to affirm
and shape my identity.

As I began to know
my history, I began to
know my power. I was
also able to read a trea-
sure trove of books and
writings about the

achievements of Black
people that provide the
reader with well-re-
searched facts that were
not found within the tra-
ditional U.S History texts
used in K-12 public
schools.

If it were not for
Lincoln University and its
professors dedicated to
teaching a comprehen-
sive history, I would not
have fully appreciated
the contributions, inven-
tions, and acts of cour-
age performed by Black
Americans.

Following gradua-
tion, I began teaching
history, transferring
what my professors had
given me to my stu-

dents. I continued my
study of Black/African
American history and
carried that study into
the teaching of my
classes.

I taught them
about the African king-
doms of Ghana, Mali,
and Songhay and about
the wealthiest man who
had ever lived, Mansa
Musa. And there were
so many other figures,
not typically known or
taught about in school,
such as Madame C.J
Walker, the first Black
self-made millionaire;
John Taylor, the first Af-
rican American athlete
to win an Olympic gold
medal in 1908; Phillip B.

Downing, who invented
the first protective mail-
box; Garrett Morgan, in-
ventor of the gas mask
as well as the three-light
traffic signal; Mary Van
Brittan Brown, inventor
of the first home secu-
rity system; and
Alexander Miles who
patented the automatic
elevator doors that we
use today.

These names are
just the tip of the enor-
mous iceberg of inven-
tors, creators, and game-
changers who happen to
be Black and have
helped this nation
achieve recognition and
success worldwide.

And lastly, there

were many Black men
and women who chal-
lenged every sort of in-
equity or bias, injustice,
and racial discrimina-
tion, and led the way to
freedom. Thurgood
Marshall, Medgar Evers,
Rosa Parks, Denmark
Vesey, Fannie Lou Hamer,
Nat Turner, Sojourner
Truth, John Lewis, and
Harriet Tubman, to name
just a few, should also be
studied.

When we share
and teach Black History
as it should be taught to
every student regardless
of race, color, or creed,
then we are WOKE —
Working On Knowledge
Equally.

photo.CherieJoyful/Creative Commons/Flickr
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Report Reveals Police Issued 71 Conflicting Commands
and Impossible Orders to Tyre Nichols in 13 Minutes

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

@StacyBrownMedia

(NNPA) - Footage
from Tyre Nichols’ fatal
traffic stop found that
police officers issued a
barrage of confusing,
conflicting, and some-
times impossible to
obey commands.

If Nichols did not
comply, or even if he did,
the police would re-
spond with increasing
force.

According to the
footage analyze by the
New York Times, police
officers shouted a total
of at least 71 orders in
the roughly 13 minutes
before they radioed in
that Nichols was in cus-
tody.

The orders were
given in two separate
places: one near Nichols’
vehicle, and another
where he had run to avoid
being beaten severely.

The video revealed
that often the officers
shouted conflicting or-
ders, making it difficult
for Nichols to under-
stand and obey.

Nichols was or-
dered by officers to dis-
play his hand, even as
officers held the young
man’s hands.

At one point, they
shouted for him to get
down on the ground
while he was already on

the ground.
And when they had

his body under their
control, the officers still
made him change posi-
tions.

The experts agree
that the actions of the
Memphis police officers
were a blatant illustra-
tion of a widespread
problem in policing, in
which officers physically
punish civilians for per-
ceived disrespect or dis-
obedience, a phenom-
enon known as “con-
tempt of cop,” the Times
reported.

Professor of crimi-
nology and criminal jus-
tice at the University of
South Carolina Geoffrey
Alpert said, “It was far
more rampant in the
‘80s when I started do-
ing police work than in
the ‘90s or 2000s.”

Before body cam-
eras, police officers were
becoming more profes-
sional and less likely to
take things personally, as
appeared to have hap-
pened with Nichols,
Alpert stated.

Because of the po-
tential for escalation and
confusion during police
encounters, modern po-
lice training typically
calls for a single officer
to be present at the
scene to issue clear and
specific commands.

It also necessitates
that police officers re-
spond professionally
and proportionally to
any perceived act of de-

fiance.
The review by the

Times, however, shows
that the Memphis offic-
ers consistently did the
opposite.

There is no evi-
dence in the footage
that the present officers
did anything to prevent
the excessive use of
force. Actually, it seems
to prove the opposite.

After Nichols at-
tempted to flee the
scene, an officer can be
heard on camera saying,
“I hope they stomp his
ass.”

The T imes noted
four “crucial instances”
in which police officers
reprimanded Nichols for
disobeying incorrect or-
ders.

An officer is seen
pulling up to the inter-
section where Nichols’
car was trapped be-
tween two unmarked
police cars at the start of
the footage.

The cop springs out
of the car, gun drawn, to
join two others who are
racing toward Nichols.

When one of the
officers pulls Nichols out
of the car, the other two
immediately begin
shouting, “On the
ground!”

These are the initial
instructions in a series of
contradictory directives
that throw Nichols off.

Nichols notes that
the police officers have
ordered him to sit on the
ground.

However, several
officers can be heard
yelling the same order
with growing anger and
threats of violence.

One shouts, “Get
down on the ground! I
am going to tase your
ass.”

It appears that the
officers’ tension rises
when Nichols reposi-
tions himself, yet still as-
sures the officers that
he’s no threat.

“You guys are really
doing a lot right now,”
Nichols says. “I’m just
trying to go home.”

Nichols then pro-
tests, “I am on the
ground!” as officers
pinned his arms down,
pressed a Taser against
his leg, and barked in-
creasingly threatening
words at him.

Now one of the of-
ficers gives more de-
tailed instructions: ‘On
your stomach.’

Nichols is hit in the
face with pepper spray
three seconds later by
one of the officers.

Nichols is now sur-
rounded by officers who
demand to see his
hands.

However, one of
them has a hold on his
left arm, while another
cop has a hold on his
right. The police still
hadn’t made it clear how
they wanted Nichols to
behave.

A third officer rushes
up with pepper spray.

Then he warns,

“You’re about to get
sprayed good.”

The other officers
began punching Nichols
in the face.

Nichols reacts by
pulling his hands back to
cover his face. As the
punching gets more in-
tense, the pepper spray
is released.

Nichols again tries
to reassure the officers
that he is attempting to
cooperate, all the while
he attempts to wipe the
pepper spray from his
eyes.

“OK,” Nichols
pleads. “All right. All right.”

While one of the
officers has a firm grip
on Nichols, a second of-
ficer arrives and makes
the same demand: that
he show his hands.

Once again, Nichols
appears confused by the
competing instructions.

As he flails about,
the police officers issue
even more conflicting
commands and apply
more physical punish-
ment. Again, he is hit
with pepper spray.

After being pepper-
sprayed three more
times, Nichols is lying on
his side and rubbing his
eyes as two officers
stand over him.

An officer then
kicks Nichols in the face.

At this point,
Nichols is barely con-
scious or coherent, but
the police are treating
him as though he is ac-
tively resisting them.

“Lay flat, goddamn
it,” one officer yells.

As he lies there,
Nichols groans and
writhes in pain, having
repeatedly been tased,
kicked in the head,
punched, and pepper
sprayed.

When another of-
ficer yells, “Lay flat!”
they behave as if Nichols
is refusing to comply.

One officer lifts
Nichols off the ground
and forces him to kneel
by grabbing his hand-
cuffed arm. Another of-
ficer then repeatedly
hits him with a baton
while demanding, “Give
us your hands!”

He tries to avoid
being hit with the baton
as he is surrounded by
four police officers.

“Give me your
[bleeping] hands!” an-
other officer demands.

But Nichols, be-
cause of having an of-
ficer pin his arms behind
his back, another grip his
handcuffed wrist, and a
third punch him in the
face, simply cannot com-
ply.

He collapses to the
ground and cries for his
mom, but the brutality
continued.

In total, six officers
have been dismissed and
five stand accused of sec-
ond-degree murder. In a
press conference last
week, attorneys for two
of them said their clients
would be entering not
guilty pleas.

The experts agree that the actions of the Memphis police officers
were a blatant illustration of a widespread problem in policing, in
which officers physically punish civilians for perceived disrespect

or disobedience, a phenomenon known as “contempt of cop,”

Why are property taxes so high in Texas?

By Sergio Martínez-Beltrán
The Texas Newsroom

(TEXAS) -
Homeowners in Texas
pay some of the nation's
highest property taxes.
And state lawmakers
know it. Now that
they're back in session,
they’ve vowed to ad-
dress the issue, in part,
by spending $15 billion
to provide property tax
relief.

But, how did we get
to this point?

Dale Craymer, the
president of the Texas
Taxpayers and Research
Association, said the an-
swer is simple.

“Property taxes in
Texas are so high be-
cause that’s the price we
pay for not having a per-
sonal income tax in this
state,” Craymer said.

State tax systems
are usually looked at as
a three-legged stool —
one leg is property tax,

the second leg is sales
tax, and the third leg is
the personal income tax.

But Texas is one of
only nine states, includ-
ing Alaska and Florida,
without a personal in-
come tax. In fact, Texas
has never had one.

The chances of that
changing are almost
none.

In fact, in 2019,
lawmakers made it even
more difficult to enact
an income tax— now,
creating one would re-
quire two-thirds of the
Legislature to approve it,
plus voter support
through a statewide ref-
erendum.

“So those two legs
have to be made bigger
to make up for the differ-
ence,” Craymer said.

And it shows. Ac-
cording to the Tax Foun-
dation, Texas currently
has the 6th highest prop-
erty tax rate in the
county.

All of this worries
Vyasar Ganesan, an Aus-
tin educator who bought
his house in the city in
2017.

“I’m concerned
about my property

taxes, right? That’s the
bulk of what I’m paying,”
Ganesan said. “But it’s
not just about me — It’s
about my friends, my
coworkers.”

Ganesan works for
the Austin Independent
School District.

“Most of the
people I know, who I
work with, who don’t
own a home already,
don’t feel like they’ll
ever be able to own a
home,” Ganesan said.

Dick Lavine, a se-
nior fiscal analyst with
the left-leaning think
tank Every Texan, told
The Texas Newsroom
property taxes account
for about 50 percent of
the total taxes Texans
pay each year.

Of the property tax
funds collected, half
goes to the state’s pub-
lic schools. The rest goes
to cities, counties and
special districts, such
hospital or community
college districts.

Lavine believes one
way the state could give
homeowners property
tax relief is through ad-
justing school taxes.

“The way that

works is if they force the
school districts to, say,
lower their tax rates, or
they increase the home-
stead exemption reduc-
ing the amount of taxes
that are collected on
homes — the state,
through the school fi-
nance formulas, makes
up the difference,”
Lavine said.

He stressed public
schools would not lose
money, but they would
not be getting more
money either. That is,
unless the Legislature
allocates more funding.

This frustrates Aus-
tin homeowner Jenny
Stirrat, a former em-
ployee of the city’s
school district.

“Of course I want
my property taxes to be
lower. But, at the same
time, if all this money
was coming into AISD it
would be a totally differ-
ent ball game in the
school district,” Stirratt
said, adding that some-
times her library didn’t
have a working heating
system.

State lawmakers
have already said they’d
like to bump education

funding this session.
However, their

number one priority is to
use at least $15 billion
dollars to lower property
taxes. That includes $3
billion dollars to raise
the homestead exemp-
tion. This money is com-
ing from the billions of
dollars in surplus funds
the state has to work
with.

Gov. Greg Abbott
has said he’d like to see
even more than $15 bil-
lion spent on property

tax relief — signaling
we'll probably see lively
negotiations during this
legislative session.

Ganesan, the Aus-
tin resident, is some-
what skeptical about
these plans.

"So, there's a lot of
potential for what's to
be done with this sur-
plus, what I hope that
can come from all this
money coming in,”
Ganesan said. “But I'm
fearful — how far is it
really gonna go?"
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YALE’S SCHOOL OF PUBLIC
HEALTH HONORS NINE-YEAR-
OLD LANTERNFLY CATCHER

WHO WAS REPORTED TO POLICE
by Stacy Jackson | BLACK ENTERPRISE

Bobbi Wilson
(BE) - From catch-

ing insects to catching
the attention of profes-
sionals in science, this
girl is on fire.

Bobbi Wilson, the
9-year-old who was re-
ported to the police by
her Republican neighbor
while she was catching
lanternflies, has been
honored by The Yale
School of Public Health.

According to Yale
University officials, the
institution held a cer-
emony January 20 high-
lighting Wilson’s re-
search and efforts to-
ward capturing the inva-
sive species that was in-
festing Caldwell, New
Jersey. The ceremony
was also a moment for
the university to show its
gratitude to Wilson for
donating her personal
collection of the insects
as an addition to the da-
tabase at Yale’s Peabody
Museum.

She is officially one
of the museum’s donat-
ing scientists.

The Guardian re-
ported that the child’s
incident with her neigh-
bor drew the attention
of Ijeoma Opara, an as-
sistant professor at the
public health school,
who organized the cer-
emony to honor Wilson
for her brave and inspi-
rational work.

“Yale doesn’t nor-
mally do anything like
this,” Opara said, accord-
ing to the university.
“This is something
unique to Bobbi.”

“We’re so grateful
for all of the work you’ve
done…in New Jersey,
and your interest in con-
servation and checking
out the lanternflies’ ad-
vance,” said Lawrence
Gall, the museum’s en-
tomology collection
manager. “They are just
starting to come up

here…So we’re very
happy to have these
specimens.”

As previously re-
ported by BLACK EN-
TERPRISE,  Wilson’s 71-
year-old neighbor, Gor-
don Lawshe, called the
police on the child on
October 22 while she
was outside testing an
environmentally-safe
formula to catch the in-
sects in her hometown.
W ilson, her mother,
and her older sister at-
tended a town hall
meeting in November
to address the council
and bring attention to
the incident.

Since the town hall
meeting, Wilson and her
older sister have toured
Yale University in an in-
vitation to meet other
Black women in science.

Wilson’s lanternfly
collection is available for
public view at Yale’s
Peabody Museum.
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 First Lawyer:

John Mercer Langston
was the first Black man
to become a lawyer
when he passed the
bar in Ohio in 1854.
John Mercer Langston
was also the great-
uncle of Langston
Hughes, famed poet of
the Harlem Renais-
sance.

Eminent
S c i e n t i s t :

George Washington
Carver developed 300
derivative products
from peanuts among
them cheese, milk,
coffee, flour, ink, dyes,
plastics, wood stains,
soap, linoleum, me-
dicinal oils and cos-
metics.

Heavyweight
Champ: Jack

Johnson became the
first African American
man to hold the World
Heavyweight Cham-
pion boxing title in
1908. He held onto the
belt until 1915.
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