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The Spawn of
Bernie

Sanders
For the first time in a

generation, candidates
who openly identify with
socialist principles—or who
embrace the label when
applied to them—are win-
ning Democratic primaries
across the country. Their
victories reflect a realign-
ment inside the party, but
not a takeover. What we
are witnessing is less a
revolution than a
recalibration: a frustrated
electorate searching for
answers in an era of eco-
nomic precarity, corporate
consolidation, and widen-
ing inequality.

These candidates are
tapping into anxieties that
have been building for
years. Voters are tired of
stagnant wages, rising
rents, and a political estab-
lishment that seems un-
able or unwilling to con-
front the structural forces
shaping their daily lives. So-
cialist leaning Democrats
speak directly to those con-
cerns with a clarity that
resonates, especially
among younger voters who
have grown up in the
shadow of recession, pan-
demic, and climate crisis.

But enthusiasm
should be tempered with
realism. Primary victories
do not automatically trans-
late into broad national ap-
peal, nor do they guaran-
tee legislative influence.
The Democratic Party re-
mains a coalition with com-
peting ideological cen-
ters—labor rooted moder-
ates, suburban pragma-
tists, civil rights
progressives, and now a
growing socialist flank. That
diversity is a strength, but
it also means no single fac-
tion can claim dominance.

Moreover, Republi-
cans have already begun
framing these wins as evi-
dence of a leftward lurch,
a narrative that could com-
plicate general election
prospects in swing districts.
Socialist aligned candidates
will need to demonstrate
that their ideas are not ab-
stractions but workable
policies capable of improv-
ing material conditions for
ordinary people.

Still, the trend is un-
mistakable. A new genera-
tion of Democrats is de-
manding bolder action and
refusing to accept incre-
mentalism as the ceiling of
political imagination.
Whether this marks a last-
ing ideological shift or a
momentary surge will de-
pend on what happens af-
ter the primaries—when
governing, not messaging,
becomes the test.

How Democratic Socialism Became a
Defining Force Within the Democratic Party

By Thomas Wyatt | EIC, The Villager

(VILLAGER) - For decades, socialism existed at the mar-
gins of American political life—invoked mostly as a slur, rarely
as a serious governing philosophy. Yet today, candidates who
openly embrace socialist principles are winning Democratic
primaries from New York to Nevada, reshaping the party’s
ideological landscape and challenging long standing assump-
tions about what is politically possible in the United States.
Their ascent is not accidental. It is the direct legacy of U.S.
Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), whose once quixotic campaigns
have become the blueprint for a new generation of Demo-
crats who see economic justice not as a slogan but as a gov-
erning mandate.

Sanders did not invent American socialism, but he nor-
malized it. His 2016 and 2020 presidential campaigns intro-
duced millions of voters—especially younger ones—to the
idea that democratic socialism is not a foreign ideology but a
domestic tradition rooted in Franklin Roosevelt’s Economic Bill
of Rights, the labor movement, and the civil rights struggle. Sand-
ers reframed socialism as a demand for economic dignity: uni-
versal healthcare, tuition free public college, strong unions, and
a government willing to confront corporate power rather than
capitulate to it. In doing so, he created a political vocabulary
that today’s socialist aligned candidates use fluently.

The rise of these candidates reflects a deeper structural
shift. Voters are living through an era defined by economic
precarity: soaring rents, stagnant wages, monopolistic indus-
tries, and a political establishment that often appears more
responsive to donors than to constituents. Sanders became
the modal figure for this moment because he articulated a
critique that matched the lived experience of millions. He
spoke plainly about inequality, corporate consolidation, and
the failures of neoliberal policy. He offered not technocratic
tweaks but systemic change. That clarity—rare in American
politics—has become the hallmark of the new socialist wave.

Inside the Democratic Party, this movement represents
both an opportunity and a challenge. On one hand, socialist
aligned candidates have energized younger voters, expanded
the party’s ideological bandwidth, and forced long avoided
debates about wealth concentration, labor rights, and public
investment. They have pushed issues like Medicare for All,
student debt cancellation, and climate centered industrial
policy into the mainstream of Democratic discourse. Even can-
didates who do not identify as socialists now borrow Sanders’s
framing when discussing affordability, corporate accountabil-
ity, and economic fairness.

On the other hand, the party remains a broad coalition

with competing centers of gravity: suburban moderates, la-
bor rooted pragmatists, civil rights progressives, and now a
growing socialist flank. No single faction can claim dominance.
Socialist candidates win primaries, but their general election
prospects vary widely depending on district demographics,
local political culture, and the intensity of Republican opposi-
tion. The GOP has already begun weaponizing the term “so-
cialist” to paint Democrats as extreme, a tactic that could
complicate races in swing districts and statewide contests.

Yet dismissing the socialist surge as a passing fad would
be a mistake. The movement is not driven by ideology alone;
it is driven by material conditions. When voters cannot af-
ford housing, healthcare, or childcare, they become recep-
tive to candidates who speak directly to those crises. Sanders’s
influence endures because he offered a coherent explana-
tion for why the system feels rigged—and a roadmap for how
to unrig it. Today’s socialist aligned Democrats are building
on that foundation, translating his critique into local cam-
paigns, legislative agendas, and community rooted organiz-
ing.

The question now is not whether socialism has entered
the Democratic Party—it has. The question is whether this
movement can convert moral clarity into governing power.
Primary victories are meaningful, but they are only the first
step. To shape policy, socialist aligned Democrats must dem-
onstrate that their proposals are not abstractions but work-
able solutions capable of improving daily life for ordinary
people. They must build coalitions, navigate legislative reali-
ties, and prove that boldness and practicality are not mutu-
ally exclusive.

Bernie Sanders’s legacy is not a faction; it is a frame-
work. It is the idea that politics should serve people rather
than corporations, that economic rights are human rights, and
that democracy is hollow without material security. The new
wave of socialist candidates is attempting to carry that frame-
work forward—adapting it to local contexts, expanding its
reach, and testing its limits inside a party still negotiating its
identity.

Whether this marks a lasting ideological shift or a gen-
erational moment will depend on what happens next. But
one thing is clear: the Sanders generation is no longer on the
outside looking in. It is inside the Democratic Party, reshap-
ing its debates, redefining its priorities, and challenging it to
imagine a politics equal to the scale of the crises Americans
face.

And for millions of voters, that is not radical. It is overdue.
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Our Stories
What is the Fourth of July for

Black Americans?

By Rosalee Martin

(VILLAGER) - On July 4, 2026, the United States
officially marks 250 years since the Declaration of
Independence proclaimed that “all men are created
equal,” even as many of its principal authors and sign-
ers enslaved African people. Across the nation, pa-
triotism will run high with celebratory speeches.
There will be parades, red, white, and blue decora-
tions, and barbecues at family gatherings. Fireworks
will illuminate the night sky—such festivities.

Yet when Thomas Jefferson penned those im-
mortal words about equality and unalienable rights,
hundreds of thousands of Black people were legally
held as human property. They had no liberty to cel-
ebrate, no voice in government, and no legal rights.
The Constitution counted enslaved people as three-
fifths person for purposes of representation while
denying them the rights of citizenship. For slaves,
1776 did not mark independence. It marked the birth
of a nation whose economic prosperity would be
built, in large measure, upon their unpaid labor.

Therefore, as America commemorates its 250th
birthday, we must revisit Frederick Douglass’ pierc-
ing question, asked in 1852: “What, to the American
slave, is your Fourth of July?”1 More than 170 years
later, that question still challenges our national con-
science. The answer begins with an honest reckon-
ing with America’s history of slavery, racial injustice,
and the long struggle for equality, still not achieved.
Rather than attempting to erase or minimize that
history, our nation’s leaders—and all Americans—
must embrace it, learn from it, and ensure that its
lessons guide our future.

Most Black Americans remember our painful
history of unimaginable suffering even while celebrat-
ing our ancestors’ perseverance. Ours is a remark-
able story of resilience, hope, courage, creativity, and
unwavering faith. Enslaved men and women resisted
bondage. Black soldiers fought in every American war,
often defending freedoms they themselves did not
fully enjoy. Educators founded schools when learn-
ing was denied. Ministers preached hope in the midst
of suffering. Entrepreneurs built businesses despite
legal barriers. Artists, musicians, writers, scientists,
judges, physicians, and public servants enriched ev-
ery aspect of American life. Despite slavery, segrega-
tion, lynching, voter suppression, discrimination, and
unequal opportunity, most Black Americans never
abandoned the belief that the ideals proclaimed in
1776 belonged to them as much as to anyone else.
Generation after generation challenged America to
live up to its own principles.

The Civil Rights Movement did not seek to over-
throw America’s founding ideals; it demanded that
the nation finally honor them. The right to vote, equal
protection under the law, access to education, fair
housing, and equal opportunity were not bestowed
as generous gifts. They were secured through sit-ins,
boycotts, freedom marches, courtroom victories, and
the courage and sacrifice of countless ordinary
people—some of whom gave their very lives—be-
cause they believed America could become better
than it had been.

‘America 250’ should honor Blacks and others
for insisting that its promises apply to everyone.
America should tell the whole truth about our past
failures, celebrate the progress we have made to-
gether, and recommit to the unfinished business of
building a nation where liberty and justice truly be-
long to all. In fact, genuine American patriotism re-
quires the courage to confront injustice while con-
tinuing to strive toward a more perfect union. By in-
sisting that the nation fulfill its promise of liberty and
justice for all, many Black Americans strengthened
our democracy and expanded freedom for every gen-
eration. And in doing so, the promise of democracy
lives on.

Furthermore, the celebration of America’s
250th birthday should inspire us to exercise one of
our most precious freedoms—the right to vote. That
right was secured through the sacrifice, sweat, and
blood of generations. As we approach the Novem-
ber 2026 election, let us be intentional in casting our
ballots, remembering that voting is the fundamental
democratic right upon which all others depend.

Black Americans, Latino Americans, Asian
Americans, Native Americans, White Americans—all
Americans—our voices and our votes matter. To-
gether, we can help ensure greater equality, justice,
and freedom for all Americans over the next 250
years. Freedom is never permanently won; it must
be defended and renewed by every generation. That
includes each of us. (Endnotes)1 Frederick Douglass,
What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? (speech, Roch-
ester, NY, July 5, 1852), Library of Congress.

CapMetro Workers Authorize
Strike as Contract Talks Stall

By Villager staff

(VILLAGER) - CapMetro’s frontline workforce
has voted to authorize a strike, escalating a months
long standoff over wages, scheduling, and safety
conditions that operators say have deteriorated as
ridership rebounds. The vote does not trigger an
immediate walkout, but it gives union leaders the
power to call one if negotiations continue to stall
— a move that could disrupt daily life for thousands
of riders across East Austin who rely on buses as
their primary mode of transportation.

The workers, represented by the Amalgamated
Transit Union Local 1091, say the agency’s current
offer fails to keep pace with Austin’s rising cost of
living and does not address chronic understaffing
that leaves operators working long shifts with lim-
ited recovery time. Several operators described con-
ditions as “unsustainable,” citing increased incidents
of passenger conflict, heat exposure, and route de-
lays that fall hardest on drivers and riders in histori-
cally under invested neighborhoods.

CapMetro officials acknowledge the staffing
challenges but say they have put forward a “com-
petitive and responsible” package that balances
worker needs with the agency’s budget constraints.
They emphasize that buses will continue running
while negotiations proceed and that both sides re-
main at the table. Still, the strike authorization
marks the most serious labor escalation the agency

has faced in years.
For East Austin residents, the stakes are high.

A strike could halt or sharply reduce service on
routes that connect working class neighborhoods
to jobs, clinics, grocery stores, and schools. Many
riders have no alternative transportation. Commu-
nity advocates warn that even a short disruption
would deepen existing mobility inequities and iso-
late elders, disabled riders, and low income fami-
lies.

Union leaders say they hope the vote sends a
clear message: operators want a contract that re-
flects the essential role they play in keeping the city
moving. “We don’t want to strike,” one driver said
after the vote. “But we need a contract that respects
the people who show up every day.”

Negotiations are expected to continue through
July. Both sides say they want to avoid a shutdown,
but the authorization signals that workers are pre-
pared to act if talks fail to produce meaningful
progress.

West Nile Virus Detected Near
Bee Caves and Surrounding areas

By Villager staff

(VILLAGER) - West Nile virus has been detected in Travis
County, marking the first positive mosquito pool of the sea-
son and signaling that the virus is now active across the re-
gion. Austin Public Health confirmed the detection in the
78733 ZIP code, but officials emphasize that mosquito borne
disease risk is not confined to the area where the sample was
collected. Mosquitoes travel, weather patterns shift, and in-
fected pools often appear in multiple ZIP codes as summer
progresses. For East Austin, where aging drainage systems,
creek adjacent housing, and persistent pockets of standing
water create ideal breeding conditions, the early detection
carries particular weight.

Although no human cases have been reported this year,
the virus’s arrival is a reminder of how environmental inequi-
ties shape health outcomes in neighborhoods east of I 35.
Many homes sit near Boggy Creek, Walnut Creek, and
Tannehill Branch, where shaded lots and slow moving water
allow mosquitoes to thrive. Outdoor workers, elders, and fami-
lies who spend evenings outside to escape the heat face
heightened exposure during the dusk to dawn hours when
Culex mosquitoes are most active. Last year, Travis County
recorded dozens of positive pools and several human cases,
including one severe neuroinvasive infection, underscoring
the virus’s persistent presence.

Most people infected with West Nile never develop
symptoms, but those who do may experience fever, head-
aches, body aches, joint pain, rash, vomiting, or diarrhea.
Adults over sixty and individuals with underlying conditions

such as diabetes, hypertension, kidney disease, cancer, or
compromised immune systems are at greater risk for severe
illness. Public health officials urge residents to take precau-
tions now, especially as warm, humid weather and recent rain-
fall have created ideal breeding conditions in yards, gutters,
recycling bins, flowerpots, and low lying areas that hold wa-
ter longer in East Austin than in other parts of the city.

Austin Public Health continues to monitor mosquito
traps across the county and is increasing surveillance in neigh-
borhoods east of I 35, where mosquito activity historically
spikes earlier and lasts longer. If additional positive pools are
detected, the agency may expand testing zones or issue tar-
geted alerts. For now, officials stress vigilance and preven-
tion: remove standing water, use EPA approved repellents,
and take extra care during evening hours. The virus’s arrival is
not unusual for this time of year, but it is a reminder that
environmental conditions and public health realities intersect
sharply in East Austin, where residents have long carried dis-
proportionate exposure to the city’s seasonal risks.

School Choice Funding Arrives; East
Austin Families Weigh the Consequences

By Villager staff
(VILLAGER) - Texas has released funding for

more than 73,000 school choice accounts, a move
that immediately reshapes the education landscape
for districts across the state and lands with particu-
lar force in Austin ISD’s East Austin campuses. The
accounts, designed to subsidize private school tuition,
home school materials, and certain education ser-
vices, arrive at a moment when public schools are
already navigating rising costs, staffing shortages, and
stagnant state funding. For campuses east of I 35 —
schools that have long carried the weight of historic
underinvestment and higher concentrations of stu-
dents requiring additional support — the shift in state
priorities raises urgent questions about stability, eq-
uity, and the future of neighborhood education.

AISD leaders note that even when students re-
main enrolled, the structure of the state’s funding
system allows voucher dollars to reduce the pool of
resources available to public schools. East Austin cam-
puses, many of which serve large numbers of low
income families, English learners, and students re-
ceiving special education services, are especially vul-
nerable to any reduction in state support. These
schools operate as community anchors, providing
meals, counseling, transportation, and wraparound
services that private schools receiving voucher dol-
lars are not required to offer. Educators warn that
the expansion of school choice accounts risks deep-
ening disparities between campuses that serve all
children and institutions that can limit enrollment
based on ability, behavior, or financial need.

State officials frame the program as an effort to
expand parental choice, but early data shows that
most applicants were already enrolled in private or
home school settings before the program existed. For
East Austin families who rely on public schools not

only for instruction but for stability and community
connection, the benefits of the program remain un-
clear. Many parents express concern that the program
may accelerate a two tiered system in which public
schools shoulder the highest need students with the
fewest resources, while private institutions receive
public dollars without public accountability.

AISD has not yet calculated the full financial
impact of the newly funded accounts, but adminis-
trators say they are preparing for potential enroll-
ment shifts and budget pressures. Campuses such as
Oak Springs, Norman Simms, Ortega, Allison, and
Govalle — schools already navigating academic turn-
around plans, staffing challenges, and facility needs
— could face additional strain if voucher expansion
continues without corresponding increases in public
school funding. Teachers and principals emphasize
that their campuses are doing the work of educating
all children, and they worry that the state’s growing
investment in private education undermines the sta-
bility of the very schools that serve the city’s most
vulnerable students.

As families begin spending the newly released
funds, AISD and community advocates are watching
closely. The long term effects will depend on how
quickly the program grows, how the Legislature re-
sponds to public school budget needs, and how fami-
lies weigh the promises of school choice against the
realities of neighborhood schools that have long
served as the backbone of East Austin. What is clear
is that the funding of tens of thousands of school
choice accounts marks a turning point in Texas edu-
cation policy — one that will shape classrooms, bud-
gets, and community life across East Austin for years
to come. Whether that’s negatively or positively re-
mains to be seen.
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Over 65 years
of service.

DOUBLE “R”
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450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.
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1721 E 12TH ST
AUSTIN, TX 78702

(512) 478-3451
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VILLAGER

Specialist in HVAC repairs, service, replacement

Miguel Gamez
6912 Blessing Avenue

Austin, TX 78752
(737) 900-1931

Lic#: TACLB107926E
HAVCGamez512llc@gmail.com

HVAC
GAMEZ 512

Doris Miller Auditorium
Historic zoning initiated

49th Austin Symphony
Orchestra July 4th Concert &

Fireworks Celebration
Join the City of Austin and the Austin
Symphony Orchestra (ASO) for the 49th
edition of the Austin Symphony
Orchestra July 4th Concert & Fireworks
Celebration presented by H-E-B
Saturday, July 4, 2026, starting at 4:30
p.m. with fireworks beginning at 9:30
p.m. at Auditorium Shores and the Long
Center, 800 W. Riverside Drive, Austin,
TX 78704. Admission is FREE with VIP
options available. Please visit us at
Starspangledfest.com/july-4 for more
details.

By Villager staff
(VILLAGER) - The City of Austin has taken a sig-

nificant step toward preserving one of East Austin’s
most important cultural landmarks, as the Historic
Landmark Commission voted this week to initiate
historic zoning for Doris Miller Auditorium, the long
standing community venue in Rosewood that has
served generations of Black Austinites. The vote
begins a formal process that could ultimately pro-
tect the building from demolition or incompatible
redevelopment, ensuring that the site’s legacy re-
mains rooted in the neighborhood it has anchored
for nearly a century.

Built in 1942 and named for Doris “Dorie”
Miller, the Black Navy cook whose heroism during
the attack on Pearl Harbor made him one of the
most celebrated servicemen of World War II, the
auditorium has long functioned as a civic and cul-
tural hub for East Austin. It hosted dances, concerts,
graduations, community meetings, and countless
gatherings during the decades when segregation lim-
ited access to public facilities elsewhere in the city.
For many residents, the building is not simply a venue
but a symbol of endurance — a place where Black
community life flourished despite systemic barriers.

The Commission’s action follows years of con-
cern about the building’s condition and the pres-
sures of redevelopment surrounding the Rosewood
neighborhood. As property values rise and older
structures face increasing scrutiny from developers,
community advocates have pushed for stronger
protections for sites tied to Black history and cul-
tural identity. Historic zoning would require any
major changes to the building to undergo city re-
view, preventing demolition and ensuring that reno-
vations respect the auditorium’s architectural and
historical significance.

City staff noted that Doris Miller Auditorium
meets multiple criteria for landmark designation,
including its association with significant historical
events, its role in the social development of East
Austin, and its connection to a nationally recognized
figure. The building’s Art Deco influenced design
and its placement within the broader Rosewood
Park complex further strengthen its case for pres-
ervation. The Commission’s unanimous support re-

flects a growing recognition that Austin’s rapid
growth must not erase the physical spaces that tell
the story of its Black communities.

For East Austin residents, the move offers a
measure of reassurance at a time when many his-
toric institutions face uncertain futures. The audi-
torium has weathered decades of change, from
school closures and highway expansion to demo-
graphic shifts and redevelopment pressures. Its
potential landmark status signals that the city is
beginning to take seriously the need to preserve
Black cultural sites with the same urgency applied
to other historic districts.

The case now moves to the Planning Commis-
sion and ultimately to the Austin City Council, which
will make the final decision on whether to grant his-
toric zoning. If approved, the designation would se-
cure the auditorium’s place in the city’s protected
heritage and ensure that future generations can
continue to gather in a space that has shaped East
Austin’s civic life for more than 80 years.

Above and Beyond
the Call of Duty

By Thomas Wyatt | EIC, The Villager

City Council Moves Toward a
November 2026 Bond Election

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin City Council has taken a decisive
step toward placing a major bond package on the November
2026 ballot, signaling that the city is preparing for another
round of public borrowing to address long standing infrastruc-
ture, parks, and facility needs. In newly posted documents
this week, Council directed the City Manager to prepare a
draft $390 million bond proposal built around the “Staff Al-
ternative Scenario” presented earlier this spring, a framework
that prioritizes transportation upgrades, parks improvements,
and community facility investments. The directive sets in
motion a compressed summer timeline that will culminate in
a final Council vote later this month.

Under the draft scenario, the bond package would allo-
cate $92 million for transportation projects, $250 million for
parks, and $48 million for community facilities. Council mem-
bers say the mix reflects urgent needs across the city, from
aging roads and drainage systems to overcrowded parks and
deferred maintenance at public buildings. The resolution also
requires staff to deliver additional information on cultural arts
funding proposals — including requests from Mexic Arte
Museum, the Paramount Theatre, Austin Film Studios, and
the Umlauf Sculpture Garden — by mid July, ensuring that
Council can evaluate whether any of those projects merit in-
clusion in the final bond list.

The move comes after months of debate over whether
Austin should pursue a bond election this year or wait until
2028, when the city’s debt capacity would be more favorable.
Supporters argue that delaying would only increase project
costs and prolong infrastructure gaps that residents experi-
ence daily. Critics, including Mayor Kirk Watson, have warned

that Austin is already operating under tight financial con-
straints and must be cautious about adding new debt. The
Council’s latest action makes clear that a majority is prepared
to move forward despite those concerns.

For East Austin, the stakes are particularly high. Past
bond cycles have often underfunded projects in historically
Black and Latino neighborhoods, leaving drainage issues, park
shortages, and aging facilities unaddressed even as other parts
of the city saw steady investment. Community advocates say
this year’s package must correct those disparities by direct-
ing funds toward long neglected infrastructure east of I 35.
Several Council members have echoed that sentiment, not-
ing that equity scoring will play a central role in shaping the
final project list.

The resolution also instructs staff to conduct due dili-
gence on interim funding options for projects that may not
make the final bond package but still require attention. That
directive reflects growing pressure from cultural institutions,
neighborhood groups, and city departments seeking clarity
on how their needs will be met if they fall outside the bond’s
scope.

Council is expected to receive a full draft bond package
on July 23, with a final vote to call the election occurring
shortly afterward. If approved, the measure will appear on
the November ballot, giving voters the opportunity to decide
whether Austin should take on new debt to address its infra-
structure and community facility needs. For now, the Council’s
action marks a turning point: the city is no longer debating
whether to pursue a 2026 bond election — it is preparing for
one.

This July, Celebrate "The Power Of” Austin Parks and Recreation
City of Austin Parks and Recreation

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin Parks and Recreation joins the
National Recreation and Park Association, and park systems
across the nation to celebrate Park and Recreation Month
throughout the month of July by inviting our community to
share their experiences, memories and stories about what
parks and recreation mean to them. For more than 40 years,
the United States has celebrated Park and Recreation Month,
recognizing and celebrating the more than 160,000 full-time
park and recreation professionals – along with hundreds of
thousands of part-time, seasonal workers and volunteers who
help maintain and program our parks.

In addition to our many programs, camps and aquatic
activities throughout the summer, Austin Park and Recreation
boasts a few special events this July including the following
three must-attend happenings: the historic 54-hole amateur
stroke play tournament dubbed the Firecracker Open at the
Lions Municipal Golf Course taking place over the July 4th
weekend, as it has annually since 1946; beginning July 7, the
66th annual Pan Am Hillside Summer Concerts feature live
music Tuesdays at 6 PM; and finally, July 13 through July 24,
the "I Am Parks and Recreation” photo exhibit will be on dis-

play at City Hall Atrium in recognition of Austin Parks and
Recreation staff.

This year’s Park and Recreation Month theme – “The
Power Of…” – celebrates how parks and recreation brings us
together through the power of play, nature, belonging and
the people in our communities. Residents are encouraged to
take advantage of swim lessons, senior activities, recreation
center programs, summer camps, fitness classes, basketball,
softball and more at an Austin Parks and Recreation location
near them! Register now at AustinTexas.gov/ParksOnline.

"As we celebrate Park and Recreation Month, we are
affirming that parks are essential to the health, well-being,
and vitality of every Austinite," said Jesús Aguirre, Austin Parks
and Recreation Director and National Recreation and Park As-
sociation Board of Directors Member.

Austin Parks and Recreation and the National Recre-
ation and Park Association encourage everyone who supports
parks and recreation to post about why their local park and
recreation professionals are important to them on social
media with #ThePowerOf. To learn more about Park and Rec-
reation Month, visit AustinTexas.gov/Parks and NRPA.org/July.
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More than 7 million student loan borrowers face September 29 deadline:
Popular SAVE student loan plan ends, 2 new repayment choices begin

by Charlene Crowell | Senior Fellow, Center for Responsible Lending (CRL)
(MONEY) - As of July first, the income-driven

student loan repayment plan that lowered monthly
payments for more than 7 million borrows while
accelerating loan forgiveness is gone. In place of the
Saving on a Valuable Education (SAVE) plan are two
new choices that now require borrowers to priori-
tize either the amount of loan payments or the to-
tal amount borrowed.

“Borrowers should really do their research to
see what plan is going to work best for them,” said
Nicholas Kent, undersecretary of Education in a re-
cent interview. “But the reality is that SAVE borrow-
ers will have to transition to a new repayment plan
sooner rather than later.”

Under the Repayment Assistance Plan (RAP),
monthly loan payments are based on that
borrower’s income and number of dependents. Al-
ternatively, the Tiered Standard Repayment plan
offers fixed terms of 10, 15, 20, or 25 years based
on a borrower’s total outstanding loan balance.

The deadline to choose is September 29. Once
borrowers complete their new enrollment, monthly
payments will begin per the terms of each. After
the deadline, any borrower that did not choose will
be placed in a standard repayment plan. Further,
pending SAVE applications will be denied.

The SAVE plan’s popularity was due to the
meaningful relief that borrowers with modest in-
comes or long repayment histories received. Many
achieved reduced payments, as the plan factored
in income and family size. Hundreds of thousands
of borrowers with smaller original balances were
able to reach loan forgiveness more quickly.

Reactions to these changes from student loan
advocates vary from worsening financial stress to
anticipating higher payments and still unresolved

student loan servicer issues.
A June issue brief by the Julian Bond Institute

found that 45 percent of all student loan borrow-
ers suffered credit distress – missed payments or
collections - over the past five years. This financial
strain is taking a toll on consumers’ long-term fi-
nancial goals.

“For many borrowers, they’ll end up having a
higher payment in the RAP plan than they would in
the IBR plan, and certainly (more) than they would
in the SAVE plan,” Abby Shafroth, director of the
National Consumer Law Center’s Student Loan Bor-
rower Assistance Program said.

“Now 7.5 million borrowers have weeks to
switch repayment plans,” stated Chris Hicks, Senior
Policy Advisor at Protect Borrowers. “The compa-
nies standing between them and default are the
same ones that have spent decades driving borrow-
ers into it. Lawmakers and regulators at every level
must step up now to protect borrowers by reining
in these servicers—instead of handing them yet an-
other opportunity to profit at borrowers’ expense.”

Hicks’ comments stem from a recently released
joint report by Protect Borrowers and the Debt Col-
lection Lab at Princeton University. Entitled, Repeat
Offenders, the report takes aim at student loan
servicers that are paid more than a billion dollars
each year to support borrowers but instead “pro-
vided borrowers with the wrong information, taken
illegal fees, and wrongly rejected applications for
borrowers trying to get in an affordable repayment
plan.”

The report also found that in 2025, every nine
seconds another borrower defaulted on their loans.
As the lack of effective student loan servicing con-
tinues, the report rejects the idea that the new pay-

ment plans will relieve the financial stress of un-
sustainable loan debt.

“This report makes clear that the dysfunction
borrowers experience isn’t a series of isolated mis-
takes, said Bonnie Latreille, visiting Senior Fellow
with the Debt Collection Lab at Princeton Univer-
sity and former Student Loan Ombudsman for the
U.S. Department of Education. “It’s the predictable
result of a fragmented system that shifts risk onto
the people least equipped to absorb it, with no one
held accountable.”

The end of SAVE and the start of new repay-
ment plans are the result of a 2025 lawsuit settle-
ment reached last December.  The lengthy litiga-
tion brought in 2024 by Missouri’s then-Attorney
General (AG) Andrew Bailey was joined by his col-
leagues in Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, North Dakota,
Ohio, and Oklahoma in a lawsuit that challenged
SAVE, arguing the program was illegal.

The only former SAVE borrowers excused from
these payments are those who have been approved
for either forbearance or deferment, both tempo-
rary and most often used during financial hardships.
Forbearance allows a temporary pause in payments
but does not pause interest accrual. Deferment also
allows a temporary payment pause but can also
pause interest from accruing – depending upon the
type of loans borrowed. Information on these
choices, who is eligible and the terms affecting each
is available on Federal Student Aid’s website.

“For a population already managing multiple
debt obligations, with little savings and limited cash
flow, policy changes that increase payment obliga-
tions, narrow repayment options, or resume aggres-
sive collections could not be coming at a worse
time”, concluded the Julian Bond Institute brief.

STATEMENT: Hinojosa Calls
on Greg Abbott to Accept

October Debate
Office of Gina Hinojosa

Austin, TX – Today, Gina Hinojosa released the
following statement after officially accepting the
invitation for a Texas gubernatorial debate hosted
by NBCUniversal Owned Television Stations in Texas
and Hearst Newspapers in Texas. The one-hour de-
bate will be held on Thursday, October 15th in Fort
Worth and broadcast across the state in English and
Spanish.

“Texans deserve to hear a vision of Texas where
we save our public schools and put money into
people’s pockets. They deserve to believe in a Texas
that rewards hard work and takes care of its people.
Greg Abbott has spent twelve years showing us
what he thinks Texans deserve: more data centers,
fewer schools, and endless contracts for his billion-
aire donors to get rich off our tax dollars.

“Abbott owes it to voters to have a real debate
about who has a stronger vision for the future of
our great state.”

Obituary: Victor Willis, 74,
Founding Voice of the Village People

Victor Willis, the powerful baritone and origi-
nal frontman of the Village People whose voice
helped define the sound of the disco era, died at 74
after what the group described as “a short but ag-
gressive illness” .

Born and raised in San Francisco’s Haight-
Ashbury neighborhood, Willis began his career on
Broadway in The Wiz before joining producer
Jacques Morali and Henri Belolo in 1977 to form
the six-member Village People, stepping into the
group’s signature role as the helmeted police of-
ficer . The concept emerged from Manhattan’s West
Village nightlife, and the group’s debut album ar-
rived the same year .

Willis co-wrote and performed on a string of
hits that became global anthems, including “Ma-
cho Man,” “Y.M.C.A.,” and “In the Navy”.
“Y.M.C.A.”—inspired by Willis’s own visits to the
West 63rd Street YMCA after moving to New York—
was later recognized by Congress as “an American
phenomenon,” added to the National Recording
Registry, and inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame

In 2015, a federal jury affirmed Willis’s author-

ship by granting him 50% copyright ownership of
13 Village People songs, including “Y.M.C.A.”.

Willis continued performing into 2026, appear-
ing as the group’s last remaining original member
during a May event in India where he sang “Happy
Birthday” and “Y.M.C.A.” for Secretary of State
Marco Rubio . Tributes followed his passing, includ-
ing a message from President Donald Trump, who
wrote that Willis “will be sorely missed”.

Victor Willis leaves behind a legacy of joy, spec-
tacle, and enduring cultural impact—his voice for-
ever woven into the soundtrack of American popu-
lar music.

by Villager staff
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(VILLAGER) - Financial disclosures released this
week show President Donald Trump and his family
earned more than $2.2bn in the past year, prompt-
ing sharp criticism from Democratic leaders who say
the figures reveal unprecedented personal enrich-
ment tied to the presidency. The 927 page report
from the U.S. Office of Government Ethics outlines
income from real estate, golf resorts, merchandise,
licensing deals, and legal settlements, but the most
striking gains came from crypto ventures.

Two Trump linked companies generated more
than $1.1bn in digital asset revenue. World Liberty
Financial, a joint venture between the Trump fam-
ily and former Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff, re-
ported more than $500m from sales of “governance
tokens”. Another firm, CIC Digital LLC, brought in
more than $600m from Trump branded meme coins
launched just days before his second inauguration.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren said the disclosures un-
derscore the need for legislation preventing presi-
dents, senior officials, and their families from prof-
iting off crypto industries they regulate, warning
that without such safeguards Congress would
“turbocharge Donald Trump’s brazen crypto corrup-
tion”. Illinois Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton called the earn-
ings “disgusting,” arguing Trump is enriching him-
self while families struggle with basic costs. Califor-
nia Gov. Gavin Newsom said the report shows
Trump “got richer” while many crypto investors “got

rug pulled”.
The disclosures also detail multimillion dollar

payments from foreign real estate projects in the
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Romania, and Qatar — countries
simultaneously engaged in sensitive negotiations
with the U.S. on tariffs, military aid, and technol-
ogy exports. Trump additionally received more than
$86m from legal settlements with major media and
tech companies including ABC, CBS, YouTube, Meta,
and X.

Congressional Democrats are pursuing inquir-
ies into UAE linked investments in World Liberty Fi-
nancial and Binance’s alleged sanction evasion ties
to Trump associated crypto ventures. The scrutiny
intensified as Trump boarded his first flight on a
Qatar gifted Air Force One enroute to North Dakota
for the dedication of the Theodore Roosevelt presi-
dential library.

Trump’s Big Haul
By Villager staff

Cruz Blasted for
Blatant Heresy

By Villager staff
(VILLAGER) - U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz is facing criti-

cism after condemning the Supreme Court’s recent
ruling that upheld birthright citizenship, a position
that sharply contradicts remarks he made in 2011. In
a June 30 post on X, Cruz called the ruling a “trav-
esty” and argued that the 14th Amendment was
never intended to grant automatic citizenship to chil-
dren of undocumented immigrants. He urged Con-
gress to “restore the original meaning” of the Citi-
zenship Clause and tighten federal immigration law.

But Notre Dame law professor Derek T. Muller
highlighted a video from 2011 showing Cruz defend-
ing birthright citizenship unequivocally. In that clip,
Cruz said the 14th Amendment “provides for birth-
right citizenship,” adding that legal arguments against
it “are not very good” and that conservatives should
not try to “fight what the Constitution says”.

The Supreme Court’s ruling struck down former
President Donald Trump’s executive order attempt-
ing to end birthright citizenship, with Chief Justice
John Roberts and Justice Amy Coney Barrett joining
the Court’s Democratic appointed justices in the ma-
jority opinion.

Cruz’s reversal drew swift reactions online. Some
critics accused him of hypocrisy, while others sug-
gested he was positioning himself for a future Su-
preme Court nomination if Justice Samuel Alito re-
tires. Commentators also pressed Cruz to explain
when and why his views changed, noting his past ca-
reer defending constitutional issues as Texas’ solici-
tor general and his own background as an immigrant
born in Canada to a Cuban father.
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