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A Resignation That Exposes
a Party at War with Itself

Jessica Cohen

By Thomas Wyatt | EIC, The Villager

(VILLAGER) - The resignation of Jessica Cohen
as chair of the Travis County Democratic Party is
more than an administrative shake up. It is a reveal-
ing moment for a local party struggling with inter-
nal distrust, fractured leadership, and the conse-
quences of ignoring warning signs that were visible
from the start. Cohen’s departure, delivered in a
terse email to State Democratic Party Chair Kendall
Scudder at 6:35 p.m. on July 27, marks the culmi-
nation of months of discord that made her position
untenable and left the party scrambling for stabil-
ity just months before a critical election cycle.

Cohen’s own explanation for stepping down
was blunt: “The constant discord surrounding my
election has made it impossible to fundraise or bring
unity to the CEC… Democracy is on the line and I
must put the party before myself.” Her admission
reflects a reality that had become impossible to ig-
nore. The County Executive Committee was not
merely divided—it was immobilized. Fundraising
stalled, trust eroded, and the party’s coordinated
campaign apparatus faltered under the weight of
internal conflict.

The roots of that discord trace back to the
moment Cohen was elected. Within weeks, precinct
chairs and party activists began circulating a peti-
tion calling for an investigation into eight serious
allegations against her, including concerns stem-
ming from her extensive criminal history, which had
been documented in detail by The Austin Bulldog.
Records showed convictions for burglary of a mo-

tor vehicle at age 17, aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon at age 18, and a long list of misde-
meanor offenses spanning more than a decade.
Critics feared that her past would become fodder
for GOP attack ads and jeopardize Democratic can-
didates countywide.

See FIRED, page 2

“WE’RE GONNA
NEED A

BIGGER BOAT!”
ERCOT (Electric Reli-

ability Council of Texas) is
warning that Texas’ power
grid is entering a period of
unprecedented strain,
driven by explosive load
growth from extreme heat,
rapid population increases,
and a surge of large AI
driven data centers. The
alert comes as the grid
shattered multiple demand
records this month, includ-
ing a peak of 91,308 mega-
watts on July 22 — the
highest electricity use ever
recorded in Texas.

ERCOT leaders told
state lawmakers that de-
mand could nearly double
by 2032, reaching 175,000
megawatts, a level far be-
yond today’s historic highs.
They attribute the pro-
jected spike to massive in-
dustrial expansion, popula-
tion growth, and dozens of
new high capacity data cen-
ters now under develop-
ment across the state.

Despite the record
breaking heat wave, the
grid remained stable this
week thanks to a dramatic
rise in solar generation and
battery storage, which sup-
plied up to one third of the
grid’s electricity during
peak hours. Solar output
hit a new record of 34,700
megawatts, helping ERCOT
maintain a buffer of more
than 20,000 megawatts
even at the height of de-
mand.

But ERCOT and state
regulators caution that this
stability masks deeper vul-
nerabilities. As solar drops
off sharply after sunset, the
grid becomes more depen-
dent on natural gas fired
plants, which regulators
say must expand to meet
nighttime and winter de-
mand. Public Utility Com-
mission Chair Thomas
Gleeson warned that Texas
will need a “balanced mix
of resources” to keep pace
with growth, especially as
data centers add enormous
new loads.

Energy analysts say
Texas is benefiting from its
rapidly diversifying grid,
but the long term challenge
is clear: without major ad-
ditions of dispatchable gen-
eration, battery storage,
and winter reliable infra-
structure, the state could
face reliability risks as de-
mand accelerates.

ERCOT’s warning un-
derscores a pivotal mo-
ment for Texas — one
where booming economic
growth and extreme
weather are reshaping the
grid faster than new power
can be built.

AISD Trustees Vote to Close Paredes
Middle School Effective Immediately

By Villager staff

(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin ISD trustees have offi-
cially voted to close Paredes Middle School, mak-
ing the Southeast Austin campus the district’s lat-
est school to shut down amid mounting state ac-
countability pressure. The board approved the
superintendent’s recommendation during a tense
Thursday night meeting, finalizing the decision just
18 days before the first day of school.

The closure follows three consecutive failing
ratings under the Texas Education Agency’s ac-
countability system, with district leaders warning
that Paredes was on track for a fourth. A fourth “F”
would place AISD one year away from a state take-
over, a scenario trustees said they could not risk.

Under the approved plan:
· Paredes will not reopen for the 2026–27

school year.
· Students will be reassigned to Bailey Middle

School or Mendez Middle School based on their
home address.

· Transportation will be provided for all dis-
placed students.

· All 88 Paredes staff members will be re-

tained and placed elsewhere in AISD.
Families and PTA leaders expressed frustration

over the timing, noting that the district announced
the proposal only last week—far shorter than the
months long engagement process used for last fall’s
closures. Trustees acknowledged the disruption but
said the academic trajectory left “no viable alter-
native.”

Superintendent Matias Segura said the deci-
sion was necessary to “protect the district from state
intervention” and ensure students receive “a stron-
ger academic environment immediately.”

Thursday night’s vote marks one of the most
abrupt campus closures in AISD history and inten-
sifies ongoing debates over equity, accountability,
and the future of Southeast Austin schools.

The pay-what-you-can
Educator Extravaganza

is on again next
Saturday.

See AISD
Page 2

Austin Parks and
Recreation to host

free pool party.
See SHEFFIELD

Page 3

Concerns grow over
mass development in

Southeast Austin.
See AMAZON

Page 4
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Cohen defended herself by contextualizing her
early life—homelessness, poverty, and violence—
but her explanations did little to quell the anxiety
among party leaders who believed the chair’s role
required a figure capable of unifying donors, vol-
unteers, and elected officials. Instead, the contro-
versy deepened. The party’s internal divisions were
not abstract; they were personal, political, and in-
creasingly public.

The breaking point came when Cohen abruptly
fired Executive Director Louis Malfaro, a widely
respected figure hired under former chair Doug
Greco. The move stunned precinct chairs and in-
tensified calls for her removal. A July 19 email—
likely authored by Cohen—announced Malfaro’s
departure and attempted to reassure members that
former chair Pooja Sethi and two vice chairs would
step in to cover executive duties. But the damage
was done. Malfaro’s ouster became a symbol of
Cohen’s strained relationship with the party’s insti-
tutional leadership and a catalyst for the final col-
lapse of her support.

Eight days later, Cohen conceded the inevi-
table. Her resignation letter acknowledged that
unity was impossible and promised to appoint an
election committee to expedite the selection of her

Tensions boiled over after Cohen Fired Malfaro
Continued from page 1

MALFARO GRECO
successor within 30 days. Whether Scudder formally
accepted her resignation remains unclear, but the
political reality is unmistakable: Cohen’s leadership
had become a liability the party could no longer
afford.

The aftermath has already begun to take
shape. Precinct Chair Shenghao “Daniel” Wang
announced he will seek the position, pledging to
restore stability by reinstating Malfaro and raising
the more than $500,000 needed to power the
county’s coordinated campaign. Wang’s message to
precinct chairs was a stark contrast to the turmoil
of recent months—focused, disciplined, and explic-
itly aimed at rebuilding trust among donors who
had withheld support during Cohen’s tenure.

Cohen’s resignation should prompt deeper re-

flection within the Travis County Democratic Party.
The crisis was not solely about one individual’s past
or managerial decisions. It was about a party appa-
ratus that failed to vet its leadership thoroughly,
failed to respond decisively to early warning signs,
and failed to maintain the internal cohesion neces-
sary to run an effective campaign operation in a high
stakes election year.

The Democratic Party often speaks of rehabili-
tation, second chances, and inclusive leadership.
Those values matter. But they cannot substitute for
the rigorous scrutiny required of anyone entrusted
with steering a major county organization. Cohen’s
story is a reminder that personal redemption and
political responsibility are not always aligned—and
that ignoring this tension can have consequences
far beyond the chair’s office.

As the party prepares to elect a new leader, it
must confront the structural weaknesses exposed
by this episode. Transparency, accountability, and
competent management are not optional. They are
prerequisites for a party that hopes to deliver the
overwhelming margins Democrats need in Travis
County to remain competitive statewide.

Cohen’s resignation ends one chapter, but the
work of repairing the damage—and rebuilding
trust—begins now.

Our Stories:
Be Your Own Best Friend
Dr. Rosalee Martin

(VILLAGER) - I originally planned to call this
article “When You Are Your Own Worst Enemy,”
intending to discuss the ways we sabotage our re-
lationships and potential successes. But I reconsid-
ered and decided instead to write about something
even more important—how we can become friend-
lier to ourselves.

Some may think this is a strange topic. How-
ever, I have seen far too many people depend solely
on others for emotional support, self-esteem, and
even their identity. When our sense of worth rests
entirely in someone else’s hands, we become vul-
nerable to disappointment and self-doubt.

My pastor once shared that he taught his
daughters to spend ten minutes each day reflect-
ing on the positive things about themselves. They
were to congratulate themselves for accomplish-
ments—big or small. His goal was to help them de-
velop self-confidence and avoid depending on oth-
ers for validation. Ultimately, he wanted them to
become their own best friends.

It is often easier to criticize ourselves than to
encourage ourselves. There is a reason for that. As
children, many of us had our faults pointed out by
parents, teachers, or other significant adults. We
were corrected or punished when we did something
wrong, while our everyday successes often passed
unnoticed. Those childhood messages can become
lifelong scripts that continue to play in our minds.

Fortunately, we can choose a different script.

Instead of putting ourselves down, we can lift
ourselves up. If we don’t like something about our-
selves, we can work to change it. If we cannot
change it, we can learn to accept it with love, un-
derstanding, and compassion. Above all, we must
stop emotionally beating ourselves up. Doing so
only leaves us feeling defeated.

Pay attention to the conversations you have
with yourself. Would you speak to your best friend
the way you speak to yourself? Probably not. So why
do it to yourself?

Treat yourself with the same dignity, respect,
compassion, encouragement, and kindness that you
so freely offer others. When you make mistakes, see
them as opportunities to learn and grow rather than
as reasons for self-condemnation.

Here are a few practices that can help you build
a healthier relationship with yourself:

· Take pride in your opinions and ideas, and
don’t be afraid to express them.

· Each day, write down three things about
yourself that make you proud or bring you joy.

· Set realistic goals. Create a plan, track your
progress, and celebrate every step forward.

· Don’t strive for perfection. Excellence is a
worthy goal; perfection is impossible.

· Make a contribution. Tutor a student, help
clean up your neighborhood, volunteer for a wor-
thy cause, or simply lend a helping hand. Knowing
you have made a difference strengthens self-es-

teem.
· Take time to get to know yourself better—

your strengths, values, and dreams
· Take yourself from the back burner and nur-

ture self—not selfish—self-giving.
· Laugh often—even at yourself. Enjoy the

people you love and the activities that bring you
joy.

· Accept constructive criticism, but never al-
low anyone to define your worth by your mistakes
or poor choices.

· Take responsibility for your life while re-
maining open to the wisdom and insight of others.

· Value yourself because God Values you.  God
made you and said you are good.

· Get professional counseling when needed—
Asking for help, doing so is a sign of strength and
not weakness.

In the end, you will spend your entire life with
one person—you. Make sure that person is your
greatest source of encouragement, compassion, and
hope. There is no better friend to have than your-
self.

As you learn to value yourself, remember that
your voice has value, too. One of the most impor-
tant ways to use that voice is at the ballot box.
Please exercise your right to vote in the November
2026 election. When we care for ourselves and par-
ticipate in our communities, we all become stron-
ger.

AUSTIN CREATIVE REUSE TO HOST FOURTH ANNUAL EDUCATOR EXTRAVAGANZA
AND RESOURCE FAIR IN PARTNERSHIP WITH AUSTIN ISD SUSTAINABILITY

Central Texas public educators are invited to stock up on reuse classroom and art supplies
at this annual pay-what-you-can sale, including a resource fair featuring local partners

(AUSTIN, TX) -  Austin Creative Reuse (ACR) will
host its fourth annual pay-what-you-can Educator
Extravaganza on Saturday, August 8, 2026 from 7:30
- 11AM outdoors at ACR’s creative reuse center at
2005 Wheless Lane, Austin, TX 78723. The event will
feature classroom supplies, teaching aids, student
supplies, and creative and art materials for all ages.
The event is free and open to all public educators
and all educators who work with a Child Care Schol-
arship (CCS)-contracted Early Learning Program.
Employment credentials are required for entrance.
Visit austincreativereuse.org/educators for more in-
formation about the event.

For a second year, the event will also include
an educator resource fair in partnership with Aus-
tin ISD Sustainability. The resource fair will feature
local partners, including Austin Climate Action &
Resilience, EcoRise, Keep Austin Beautiful, PEAS,
Austin Energy All-Stars, Ghisallo, and the Texas
Workforce Commission, who will provide free re-
sources for incorporating sustainability, environ-
mental education, and STEAM into classrooms.

Each year, thousands of pounds of new and
usable school supplies end up in Austin’s waste
stream at the end of the school year, only for
schools, teachers, and student families to spend
tens of thousands of dollars on new school supplies
in the fall. Texas educators spent an average of $935
of their own funds on materials for their classrooms
last school year (source: AdoptAClassroom.org).
Recognizing this burden, ACR offers a variety of

Educator Programs designed to ensure that no edu-
cator ever has to worry about not being able to af-
ford the materials their students need to be suc-
cessful.

ACR Education Coordinator, Jamie
McGuinness, said: “Supporting local educators is a
crucial part of ACR’s mission, and we look forward
to this event each year as it allows us to provide
affordable, sustainable supplies to educators to
stock their classrooms for the upcoming school year.

Partnering with Austin ISD Sustainability on the re-
source fair again this year will connect educators
with even more resources that can help them start
the school year strong.”

Austin Creative Reuse (ACR) is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization. Our mission is to foster conser-
vation and reuse through creativity, education, and
community building. We opened Austin’s first cre-
ative reuse center in September 2015, where we
collect, process, and re-sell gently used creative
materials donated from individuals and businesses.
To date, ACR has diverted more than 3.5 million
pounds of usable creative materials from the land-
fill and hosted hundreds of workshops and commu-
nity events to promote creative reuse. Learn more
at http://austincreativereuse.org/.

Austin Independent School District (AISD) em-
braces sustainability as a driving force behind its
mission to prepare every student with the knowl-
edge and skills to thrive in college, career, and life.
The philosophies of education and sustainability at
AISD are the same: each center on the ability of our
students to thrive in the future. At AISD,
sustainability takes shape in eight action areas car-
ried out through Teaching and Learning, Infrastruc-
ture and Operations, and Community Engagement
for a whole-District approach to Sustainability. AISD
Sustainability staff works with many departments
at AISD to establish and implement sustainability
strategies. Learn more at https://
www.austinisd.org/sustainability.
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City of Austin Proclaims July
National Park and Recreation
Month, Joining Communities
across the U.S. in Recognizing
the Importance of Recreation

and Parks
Austin Parks and Recreation

(AUSTIN, TX) - On, July 23, 2026, the Austin
City Council and Austin Parks and Recreation an-
nounced an official city proclamation recognizing
the vital role that parks and recreation play in im-
proving the health, wellness and quality of life for
all of our residents. The City of Austin joins com-
munities across the nation in celebrating National
Park and Recreation Month this July. With every-
thing from newly renovated pools, parks and trails,
to recreation centers and basketball courts – there
are plenty of ways to take advantage of Austin's
growing parks system!

For more than 40 years, the United States has
celebrated Park and Recreation Month in July to
promote building strong, vibrant and resilient com-
munities through the power of parks and recreation.
As a leading not-for-profit organization dedicated

to building strong, vibrant and resilient communi-
ties through the power of parks and recreation, the
National Recreation and Park Association, or NRPA,
champions and supports the field of parks and rec-
reation through professional development, advocacy,
grants and programs, research, and publications.

“This July, we honor the transformative role of
parks and recreation in fostering belonging,

wellness, and playful exploration, and celebrating
the individuals who make it all possible.” said Jesús
Aguirre, Director of Austin Parks and Recreation and
NRPA Board of Directors Member. “We encourage
everyone to make time to explore green spaces, play
at a park, walk a trail, swim at a pool, visit a recre-
ation center or play a sport at one of our many fa-
cilities throughout Austin.”

Hinojosa Calls on Greg Abbott to Put Moratorium on Data
Centers Until a Legislative Session That Puts Texans First

Office of
Gina Hinojosa

“Greg Abbott talks a big game about what he will do after the election. The thing is, he has the power to do it today.”

(AUSTIN, TX) – Last Thursday, Democratic
nominee for Texas Governor Gina Hinojosa called
on Greg Abbott to sign an emergency executive or-
der putting a moratorium on data centers until the
legislature meets to give Texans a seat at the table.

“The people of Texas are being taken advan-
tage of, in a big way, by corporations who are oper-
ating under no rules,” Hinojosa said. “Data centers
are coming in and doing as they please – they are
guzzling up all our water, guzzling up all our elec-
tricity – and the people have no say. They have no
power. That is the Wild West of data centers that
Greg Abbott has created in Texas. People need re-
lief.”

“I’m calling for a moratorium until a legislative
session that puts Texans first so that we don't have
any more communities in Texas who are powerless
against these global corporations,” Hinojosa added.

Hinojosa was joined by impacted Texans to dis-
cuss their first-hand experiences and how Greg
Abbott’s policies have put billionaires first and left
them behind. Cheryl Shadden, a nurse practitioner
who lives across from a Granbury data center, said,
“We are bombarded with noise 24/7. My entire com-

Gina Hinojosa

munity is sick, and [data centers] are taking 2.5 mil-
lion gallons of water per day off the Brazos River
and Lake Granbury. This is what my community has
lived through for three years.”

Hinojosa outlined her Texans First Data Cen-
ter Priorities for the next legislative session, which

Abbott could call today:
• Requiring American union jobs so operators

hire skilled, licensed, union labor, and undoing the
fast-track rollbacks that let corporations cut safety
corners. When corners get cut on builds this size,
workers die.

• Giving Texans a seat at the table to decide if
and how data centers come to their communities.

• Creating full transparency by stopping data
center companies from using NDAs.

• Lowering costs for Texans by ensuring data
center companies prove households won't pay
more for electricity or water, including the hidden
costs passed through for grid upgrades, transmis-
sion, and new capacity.

• Make data centers pay for themselves by
stopping subsidies. These data centers are owned
by the richest men in the world; Texans shouldn’t
foot the bill.

• Putting water and power for Texans first by
ensuring any water contract with data centers be-
comes unenforceable if it threatens a community’s
water supply.

The event follows Hinojosa’s recent swing in
the Panhandle, where she met with rural Texans
about their concerns on data centers at a series of
roundtables, a town hall, and by visiting one of the
world’s largest planned data center sites.

Beverly S. Sheffield Northwest Pool to Celebrate
70th Anniversary with Free Community Event

Austin Parks and Recreation
(AUSTIN, TX) - Austin Parks and Recreation,

Friends of Beverly S. Sheffield Northwest District
Park, Austin Parks Foundation and the Allandale
Neighborhood Association invite Austinites to cel-
ebrate 70 years of community, recreation, and his-
tory at Beverly S. Sheffield Northwest Pool, 7000
Ardath St., on Sunday, August 9 at 12 p.m.

The family-friendly event will feature snacks
and beverages, historic photos and memorabilia,
and the chance to celebrate the pool's history in
this newly renovated facility. Swimmers from the
McCallum High School Swim Team will provide a
short demonstration. Pool entry fees will be waived
so everyone can join the celebration.

The event marks the anniversary of the pool's

formal dedication in 1956 and will provide an op-
portunity to hear from Sally Sheffield Attaway,
Beverly Sheffield's daughter, and to meet his son,
Steve Sheffield and other family members. In 2001,
the pool and park were renamed in honor of former
Parks and Recreation Director Beverly S. Sheffield,
recognizing his lasting impact on Austin's park sys-
tem.

The City of Austin purchased the parkland in
1955 and completed the pool and bathhouse within
a year, opening for its first swim meet on July 28,
1956, before its formal dedication on August 9,
1956. As Austin's first 50-meter Olympic-size pool,
it allowed the city to qualify for national swim meets
for the first time.

The pool quickly became a beloved commu-

nity destination, drawing more than 31,000 visitors
in its first full month alone, more than Barton
Springs Pool at the time. The modern circular bath-
house, built that same year, remains architectur-
ally significant and eligible for the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

The site recently underwent a comprehensive
renovation designed to preserve its historic charac-
ter while ensuring it remains safe, accessible, and
vibrant for future generations. Improvements in-
clude a refreshed 50-meter lap pool, a new zero-
entry toddler pool, two shade structures funded in
part by the Austin Parks Foundation, new bench
seating, renovated bathhouses and family
restrooms, and upgraded fencing, lighting, land-
scaping, and entrance plaza.
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Are you interested in doing
business with the City of Austin?

We are here for you!
City of Austin

Purchasing Office
Vendor Registration

512-974-2018
VendorReg@austintexas.gov

For information on the City of Austin’s Minority/
Women-Owned Procurement Program please contact the
Small & Minority Business Resources at 512-974-7600
or visit www.austintexas.gov/smbr.

Over 65 years
of service.

DOUBLE “R”
GROCERY

450l East Martin Luther King Blvd.

*We cash ALL Tax Refunds
*Checks *Check Out

1721 E 12TH ST
AUSTIN, TX 78702

(512) 478-3451

We Want YOU!
Advertise With

The
VILLAGER

Specialist in HVAC repairs, service, replacement

Miguel Gamez
6912 Blessing Avenue

Austin, TX 78752
(737) 900-1931

Lic#: TACLB107926E
HAVCGamez512llc@gmail.com

HVAC
GAMEZ 512

Austin ISD serves a large portion of students in
the Austin area. For the 2026–2027 school year,
the AISD calendar includes the following
highlights:
•First Day of School: August 18, 2026 (Tuesday)
•Fall Break / Thanksgiving Week:
  November 23–27, 2026
•Winter Break:
  December 21, 2026 – January 5, 2027
•Spring Break: March 15–19, 2027
•Last Day of School (Students):
  May 27, 2027 (Thursday)
For the full calendar and official updates,
visit the AISD Academic Calendar.

AISD 2026–2027
School Year Calendar

SID MILLER TO GOVERNOR ABBOTT:
GIVE BACK THE DATA CENTER MONEY

Texas Agriculture Commissioner says millions in campaign contributions have created a serious credibility problem

(AUSTIN, TX) - Texas Agriculture Commissioner
Sid Miller called on Governor Greg Abbott to return
every nickel of the millions of dollars in campaign
contributions he has received from data center in-
terests.

“Governor Abbott has taken millions from the
very interests pushing massive data center expan-
sion across Texas,” Miller said. “Those contributions
are documented in public campaign-finance
records. If the governor has truly changed his posi-
tion, there is one clear way to prove it: Give the
damn money back.”

For years, Abbott enthusiastically promoted
data center development in Texas. Meanwhile,
these enormous industrial facilities have placed
growing pressure on the state’s electric grid, water
supplies, agricultural land, rural communities, and
neighboring property owners.

Despite repeated calls for action, Abbott has
refused to convene a special session of the Texas
Legislature to establish meaningful statewide guard-
rails.

“Texans are being asked to sacrifice their wa-
ter, electricity, land, and quality of life while politi-
cally connected corporations collect subsidies and
special treatment,” Miller said. “That dog won’t
hunt.”

Miller said recent statements from Abbott ex-
pressing concern about data centers ring hollow
without decisive action. Agency directives, press
releases, and promises cannot substitute for laws
passed by the Texas Legislature.

“The governor cannot regulate this problem

Office of Sid Miller

Sid Miller

through press releases,” Miller said. “He needs to
call lawmakers back to Austin and let them do their
job.”

Miller is calling for an immediate special ses-
sion to consider a temporary moratorium on major
new data center projects and enact protections
addressing water consumption, electric-grid reliabil-
ity, private property rights, noise, transparency, lo-
cal authority, and taxpayer-funded incentives.

Waiting until the next regular legislative ses-
sion could allow numerous projects to move for-
ward under existing law and later claim
grandfathered status.

“If we wait, we’ll be closing the barn door af-
ter the horse has already left,” Miller said. “Texas
needs action now—not another political promise.”

Miller said returning the contributions would
demonstrate that Abbott’s decisions are being made
solely in the interests of Texans.

“This is simple,” Miller concluded. “Call the
special session. Pass real protections. Give the data
center money back. Until then, Texans have every
right to question who the governor is really work-
ing for.”

Sid Miller has served as the Texas Commis-
sioner of Agriculture since 2015. He previously
served in the Texas House of Representatives. Com-
missioner Miller is also a rancher, farmer, and ro-
deo champion. Learn more at sidmiller.com.

EdTrust Reacts to HELP Committee Markup
Statement from EdTrust on Thursday’s markup of a host of education bills

(WASHINGTON) — “EdTrust supports several
bills reported favorably out of the Senate Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee
today. Most notably, the bipartisan termination of
the illegal transfer of dozens of programs and of-
fices out of the Department of Education (ED) via
the passage of S. 5046 is an important step toward
protecting our most vulnerable students and pub-
lic education across America. We continue to en-
courage Congress to build on today’s action by push-
ing forward, via this bill and all available pathways,
legislative language to halt and reverse the illegal
transfer of programs out of ED.

EdTrust also approves of the passage of the
College Transparency Act (S. 2511), the RISE Act (S.
3589), and the READ Act (S. 4689). Together, these
bills represent meaningful progress on issues of im-
portance to students and families, including stron-
ger data collection regarding college student out-
comes, lowering barriers to college for students with
disabilities, and strengthening and modernizing our
nation’s investments in literacy to align with the
science of reading. Passing these bills out of the
committee helps codify our nation’s promise to
serve all students, including students of color, stu-
dents from low-income backgrounds, and students

with disabilities. We call on Congress to pass these
bills in the coming months.

Despite these positive steps forward, there is
more work to do to stop the persistent harms
caused by ongoing efforts by the administration to
undo necessary safeguards and supports for stu-
dents. EdTrust was disappointed to see amend-
ments to protect additional vital ED programs and
offices, including the Office for Civil Rights, fail to
pass the committee. This will send shockwaves
through communities and increase disparities
across low-income and diverse school districts —
especially on the heels of ED rescinding its dispar-
ate impact rule, a reliable tool used to assess dis-
crimination in schools. We are also deeply troubled
by the committee’s decision to advance S. 4097, the
State-Based Loan Awareness Act, which unneces-
sarily deregulates state-based lenders as more stu-
dents are pushed toward non-federal student loans
due to H.R. 1’s impact.

As these measures proceed forward, EdTrust
remains committed to working with lawmakers to
create policies that strengthen public education and
eliminate obstacles for students of color and stu-
dents from low-income backgrounds to achieve
educational success.”

Amazon Confirmed as Anchor Tenant for Massive
Dog’s Head Development in Southeast Austin

(VILLAGER) - Amazon Robotics has been iden-
tified as the anchor tenant for the sprawling 2,600
acre Dog’s Head development in Southeast Austin,
marking one of the region’s largest industrial com-
mitments in years and signaling a major shift in the
economic future of the SH 130 corridor. The confir-
mation came through newly filed planning docu-
ments and regional economic disclosures that out-
line Amazon’s intent to build a large scale robotics
and advanced manufacturing facility on the site.

The Dog’s Head tract—named for its distinc-
tive shape on aerial maps—has long been consid-
ered the next frontier for Austin’s industrial expan-
sion. Located east of U.S. 183 and north of FM 812,
the land sits within a rapidly developing zone where
proximity to the airport, SH 130 tollway, and major
freight routes has attracted national logistics and
tech manufacturing interest. Amazon’s arrival effec-
tively cements the area as a future employment
hub.

According to filings, Amazon Robotics plans to
construct a multi building campus focused on au-
tomation, robotics assembly, and high capacity dis-
tribution. Economic analysts say the project could
ultimately support thousands of jobs, though ex-
act numbers have not yet been released. The scale
of the facility suggests a long term investment simi-

lar to Amazon’s robotics centers in Massachusetts
and Ohio, which each employ more than 3,000
workers.

Local officials have praised the development
as a major win for Austin’s industrial base, but com-
munity advocates are raising early concerns about
infrastructure strain, traffic impacts, and
affordability pressures in nearby neighborhoods.
The Dog’s Head tract borders several historically
rural and working class communities, and residents
say they want clearer commitments on road im-
provements, environmental safeguards, and equi-
table hiring.

The project is still in its early permitting stages,
with construction expected to begin after additional
environmental and transportation reviews. Once
built, the Amazon Robotics campus will become one
of the largest industrial sites in Central Texas.

By Villager staff
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