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Donald Trump and the 
sycophant GOPers who wor-
ship him learned a harsh but 
truthful reality this week. The 
midterms weren’t only a re-
buke of far right-wing policies 
coupled with deliberately cruel 
inten�ons, but a stark re-
minder of what this country 
will become when we rise to-
gether as one against all those 
who oppose us. 

For years, American pol-
i�cs has wrestled with a famil-
iar tempta�on: the use of de-
mographic change as a source 
of fear rather than a source of 
possibility. When poli�cal lead-
ers frame growing racial diver-
sity as a threat, they are not 
merely describing a changing 
na�on. They are asking voters 
to see neighbors, coworkers, 
and fellow ci�zens as rivals in a 
zero-sum contest for belong-
ing.

The idea that America is 
becoming a "Black Planet”, or 
any similar phrase sugges�ng 
that Black poli�cal, mar�al, ed-
uca�onal, industrial, or social 
par�cipa�on represents a dan-
ger to the country, misunder-
stands both democracy and 
history. A healthy democracy is 
not diminished when more di-
versified people par�cipate. It 
is strengthened. The expansion 
of civic engagement among 
Black Americans, La�nos, Asian 
Americans, Indigenous com-
muni�es, immigrants, and 
young voters reflects the con-
�nuing promise of a na�on that 
has long struggled to live up to 
its founding ideals.

Jus�ce-centered poli�cs 
begins with a simple principle: 
every community deserves 
equal voice, equal dignity, and 
equal access to power. Efforts 
to mobilize voters through fear 
of racial change ul�mately re-
veal more about the anxie�es 
of those making the argument 
than about the reali�es of the 
communi�es being targeted. 
Families want good schools, 
safe neighborhoods, affordable 
housing, quality healthcare, 
and economic opportunity. 
Those aspira�ons are shared 
across racial and cultural lines.

The future of American 
democracy will not be secured 
by warning voters about demo-
graphic transforma�on. It will 
be secured by building coali-
�ons capable of addressing 
common challenges. A�empts 
to divide ci�zens according to 
race may generate headlines, 
but they rarely generate las�ng 
solu�ons. A mul�racial democ-
racy is not a crisis to be man-
aged. It is the unfinished prom-
ise of America itself. It is the 
American dream.

FEAR OF A 
BLACK 
PLANET

TBLUNAMI

(EDITORIAL) – At the �me of this wri�ng, 
these are the most updated facts I have. Texas 
poli�cs entered uncharted territory Tuesday 
night as decades of Republican dominance 
gave way to a stunning Democra�c break-
through, promp�ng both celebra�on among 
supporters and deep soul-searching within Re-
publican ranks. According to repor�ng from 
the Texas Tribune, Republican leaders and ac-
�vists quickly began assigning blame for a 
sweeping elec�on setback that saw 
Democrats make gains across the state and ex-
posed growing divisions within the GOP coali-
�on.

At the center of the poli�cal earthquake 
were the victories of James Talarico and Gina 
Hinojosa, two Aus�n-area Democrats whose 
wins sha�ered barriers that had stood for gen-
era�ons. Talarico defeated Republican A�or-
ney General Ken Paxton and Elon Musk’s 
money to capture a U.S. Senate seat, becom-
ing the first Democrat elected to the Senate 
from Texas since 1988. Meanwhile, Hinojosa 
unseated Governor Greg Abbo� (and Elon 
Musk’s money), ending more than three 
decades of Republican control of the gover-
nor's office and becoming Texas' first La�na 
governor.

For many Texans, these results were not 
simply par�san victories. They reflected grow-
ing frustra�on with a poli�cal system that 
many voters felt had become disconnected 
from everyday concerns such as public educa-
�on, health care access, affordability, vo�ng 
rights, and government accountability. 
Throughout their campaigns, both Talarico and 
Hinojosa emphasized people-centered gover-
nance, economic opportunity, and broad civic 
engagement. Their victories suggest that a 
coali�on of urban voters, young people, com-
muni�es of color, suburban moderates, and 
disaffected independents may have become 
powerful enough to reshape statewide poli�cs.

The upset Senate victory was par�cularly 
remarkable. Texas had long been considered 
one of the na�on's most difficult states for 
Democrats to win statewide. Yet Talarico, a 
former public school teacher and state repre-
senta�ve, overcame long odds to defeat the 
Trump-backed Paxton, delivering what poli�-
cal observers described as one of the most sig-
nificant Democra�c victories in modern Texas 
history.

Equally historic was Hinojosa's triumph 
over the three-term incumbent governor. For 
decades, Democrats pointed to Texas' chang-
ing demographics and growing urban popula-
�on as signs that the state's poli�cal future 
could eventually become compe��ve. With 
her victory, that long-discussed possibility be-
came reality.

These elec�on results raise important 
ques�ons about representa�on and power. 
Communi�es that have o�en felt overlooked 
in statewide policymaking now see leaders 
who campaigned on expanding opportunity, 
strengthening public ins�tu�ons, and increas-
ing civic par�cipa�on. Whether those prom-
ises translate into policy remains to be seen, 
but many advocates believe the elec�on re-
sults have created new possibili�es for ad-
dressing dispari�es in educa�on, health out-
comes, vo�ng access, criminal jus�ce, and 
economic development.

The long-term effects could be profound. 
A Democra�c governor and a Democra�c U.S. 
senator from Texas may alter the na�onal po-
li�cal map and force both major par�es to re-
think their strategies. Republicans may be 
compelled to broaden their appeal beyond 
their tradi�onal base, while Democrats will 
face the challenge of governing a state that re-
mains ideologically diverse and poli�cally 
complex.

The economic implica�ons could also be 
significant. Texas has long marketed itself as a 
low-tax, business-friendly state. The new lead-
ership will likely face pressure to balance eco-
nomic growth with investment in public edu-
ca�on, infrastructure, workforce develop-
ment, and social services. How successfully 
they navigate those compe�ng priori�es could 
determine whether this elec�on represents a 
temporary shi� or the beginning of a las�ng 
poli�cal realignment.

For now, one fact is undeniable: Texas vot-
ers have delivered a message that the future is 
not predetermined. The victories of Talarico 
and Hinojosa have transformed what many 
believed was poli�cally impossible into histor-
ical fact. Whether that transforma�on leads to 
greater equity, broader opportunity, and a 
more inclusive vision of Texas will depend not 
only on the state's new leaders, but also on 
the con�nued engagement of the communi-
�es whose votes helped make history.

By Thomas Wya� | EIC, The Villager
Democrats 

explode during 
midterms, 

takeover Texas 
house by 15 seats.
See FLIPS, page 2
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(VILLAGER) - Texas voters delivered one of the 
most significant poli�cal upsets in modern state his-
tory Tuesday night, handing Democrats control of the 
Texas House of Representa�ves for the first �me in 
more than two decades while simultaneously elec�ng 
Democrats to several of the state's highest offices. 
The results sha�ered a Republican governing trifecta 
that had defined Texas poli�cs since 2003 and sig-
naled a drama�c shi� in the state's poli�cal land-
scape.

Democrats entered Elec�on Day facing long 
odds. Holding just 62 of the Texas House's 150 seats, 
the party needed to gain 14 Republican-held districts 
to secure a majority. By Wednesday, elec�on returns 
showed Democrats not only mee�ng that goal but ex-
ceeding it substan�ally, posi�oning themselves to 
gain approximately 21 seats and poten�ally claim an 
83-67 majority when the Legislature convenes in Jan-
uary.

The House takeover ends a Republican reign 
that began in 2003 and represents the first Demo-
cra�c control of the chamber in a genera�on. Poli�cal 
observers had widely expected Republicans to main-
tain their grip on the lower chamber, despite growing 
Democra�c strength in suburban and urban areas 
across the state. Instead, Democra�c candidates pro-
duced strong performances in key ba�leground dis-
tricts, turning long�me Republican strongholds into 
compe��ve territory and, in many cases, outright vic-
tories.

While Democrats celebrated their breakthrough 
in the House, Republicans managed to retain control 
of the Texas Senate. According to elec�on projec�ons, 
Republicans are expected to hold a 19-12 majority in 
the 31-member chamber, preven�ng Democrats from 
achieving complete control of state government.

The split Legislature sets the stage for a new era 
of divided government in Texas. For more than twenty 
years, Republicans controlled the governor's office, 
the Senate, and the House, enabling the party to ad-
vance its legisla�ve agenda with few ins�tu�onal ob-
stacles. That arrangement has now ended. With 
Democrat Gina Hinojosa winning the governor's race 
and Democrats securing the House, Republican law-
makers will no longer enjoy unilateral authority over 
state policymaking.

The elec�on's impact extended beyond the Leg-
islature. Texas voters elected Democrats to several 
key statewide offices, including Hinojosa as governor, 
James Talarico to the U.S. Senate, Vikki Goodwin as 
lieutenant governor, Nathan Johnson as a�orney 
general, and Jon Rosenthal as railroad commissioner. 
Those victories contributed to what many analysts 
described as a statewide Democra�c wave fueled by 
strong turnout in urban centers, border communi�es, 
and increasingly compe��ve suburban coun�es.

Par�cularly notable were Democra�c gains in ar-
eas that had long served as pillars of Republican 
strength. Poli�cal strategists pointed to suburban 
coun�es such as Collin, Denton, Fort Bend, and 
Williamson as cri�cal ba�legrounds where Demo-
cra�c candidates outperformed expecta�ons. The 
party also recorded significant successes in South 
Texas and por�ons of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metro-
plex, demonstra�ng an ability to compete across di-
verse regions of the state.

For Republicans, the losses triggered an immedi-
ate period of reflec�on and finger-poin�ng. Following 
the elec�on, party leaders and strategists began de-
ba�ng the causes of the defeat, with some ques�on-
ing campaign strategies, candidate selec�on, and the 
broader poli�cal environment. The outcome marked 
one of the most difficult elec�on nights Texas Repub-
licans have experienced since becoming the domi-
nant poli�cal force in state government more than 
two decades ago.

Despite the Democra�c breakthrough, the di-
vided structure of the next Legislature means that 
major policy ini�a�ves will likely require nego�a�on 
and compromise between the House, Senate, and 
governor's office. Democrats will possess greater in-
fluence than at any �me since the mid-1990s, but Re-
publican control of the Senate ensures that the state's 
poli�cal future remains highly compe��ve.

As Texas prepares for the 2027 legisla�ve ses-
sion, the implica�ons of the 2026 elec�on are ex-
pected to reverberate far beyond Aus�n. Long viewed 
as the centerpiece of Republican poli�cal power, 
Texas now enters a period of uncertainty, transi�on, 
and intensified compe��on between the state's two 
major par�es. Whether the Democra�c gains repre-
sent a temporary backlash or a las�ng poli�cal re-
alignment may become one of the defining ques�ons 
in Texas poli�cs for years to come.

Texas House Flips to 
Democrats in 

Historic Political 
Realignment

By Thomas Wya� | EIC, The Villager By Thomas Wya� | EIC, The Villager

Austin Voters Reshape 
City Priorities as 

Council Races Head to 
Runoffs

(AUSTIN, TX) — Aus�n voters delivered a mix of 
con�nuity, change, and clear policy direc�on in the 
Nov. 3 municipal elec�on, approving major invest-
ments in parks and libraries while sending three City 
Council contests to December runoff elec�ons. The re-
sults ensure that poli�cal campaigning will con�nue for 
several weeks as voters in key districts, including East 
Aus�n's District 3, prepare to make final decisions 
about who will represent them on the Aus�n City 
Council.

Among the biggest outcomes of the elec�on was 
voter approval of two significant bond proposi�ons 
championed as investments in public infrastructure 
and community ameni�es. Proposi�on A, a $260 mil-
lion bond package dedicated to parks, recrea�on facili-
�es, aqua�c centers, and open space improvements 
across Aus�n, received majority voter support. Propo-
si�on B, a $35 million bond measure focused on im-
provements to library facili�es, also passed comfort-
ably. Together, the measures signal strong public sup-
port for maintaining and expanding quality-of-life ser-
vices as Aus�n con�nues to grow.

Not every proposi�on found favor with voters. 
Proposi�on I, a proposed charter amendment that 
would have required periodic external audits of city 
spending and audits before certain tax-rate increase 
elec�ons, failed at the ballot box. Several other pro-
posed charter amendments likewise failed, including 
measures that would have removed language requir-
ing the City Council to meet at least once each week 
and changes related to council procedures and gover-
nance structure. Meanwhile, Proposi�on C, which up-
dated charter language concerning the Independent 
Ci�zens Redistric�ng Commission, was approved by 
voters.

The elec�on also determined the outcome of two 
City Council races while leaving three others unre-
solved. In southwest Aus�n's District 8, former Aus�n-
Travis County EMS Commander Selena Xie won elec-
�on to the City Council, defea�ng Jeffery Bowen and 
becoming the district's first new council representa�ve 
in eight years. During the campaign, Xie emphasized 
affordability concerns, public safety moderniza�on, 
and district-specific issues such as wildfire prepared-
ness. She will take office in January.

In Central Aus�n's District 9, incumbent Council 
Member Zohaib "Zo" Qadri secured reelec�on, suc-
cessfully holding his seat against mul�ple challengers 
and avoiding a runoff. His victory provides some con-
�nuity on a council that will soon see changes in mem-
bership due to term limits and elec�on outcomes.

Elsewhere, voters were unable to produce out-
right winners, forcing three races into runoff elec�ons 
scheduled for Dec. 12. In District 1, the contest to re-
place term-limited Council Member Natasha Harper-
Madison narrowed to Misael Ramos and Amber 
Goodwin, who advanced as the top two candidates in 
a crowded six-person field.

In District 3, incumbent Council Member José 
Velásquez failed to secure the majority necessary for 
reelec�on and will face challenger Neha Shah in a De-
cember runoff. District 3, which encompasses Central 
East and East Aus�n, a�racted significant interest 
throughout the campaign season, with several candi-
dates seeking the seat. The runoff will give voters a di-
rect choice between the incumbent and Shah, se�ng 
up one of the city's most closely watched races in the 
weeks ahead.

District 5 voters in South Aus�n also will return to 
the polls a�er incumbent Council Member Ryan Alter 
and challenger David Weinberg advanced to a runoff 
elec�on. Like the District 1 and District 3 contests, nei-
ther candidate captured the majority required under 
Aus�n's electoral system to win outright in November.

According to elec�on repor�ng, seven of the 
eight local races advancing to runoff elec�ons across 
the region involve city council seats, demonstra�ng 
how compe��ve municipal poli�cs have become as 
residents debate issues ranging from affordability and 
transporta�on to public safety, development, and city 
spending. Early vo�ng for runoff elec�ons is scheduled 
to begin Nov. 30 and con�nue through Dec. 8, with 
Elec�on Day set for Dec. 12.

The elec�on results arrive as the Aus�n City 
Council prepares for its next regular mee�ng on Nov. 5. 
Council members will con�nue managing policy deci-
sions while several districts remain engaged in ac�ve 
campaigns that could influence the body's future direc-
�on. The combina�on of voter-approved infrastructure 
investments, rejected governance reforms, and highly 
compe��ve council races reflects a city balancing 
growth, accountability, and neighborhood priori�es as 
Aus�n enters the final months of 2026.

For East Aus�n residents in par�cular, the District 
1 and District 3 runoffs now become the focal point of 
local poli�cs. The outcome will help determine who 
represents one of Aus�n's most historically significant 
and rapidly changing Black and Brown communi�es on 
the dais for the next term, ensuring that the conversa-
�on about growth, affordability, and neighborhood 
iden�ty remains at the center of city poli�cs through 
December.

Nathan Johnson: Texas 
Attorney General-Elect 
Promises a Return to 
Consumer Protection, 

Government Accountability, 
and Civil Rights

By Villager staff

(VILLAGER) - Texas voters have elected Nathan 
Johnson, a Democra�c state senator from Dallas, as 
the state's next a�orney general in a result widely 
viewed as one of the most significant poli�cal upsets 
in recent Texas history. Johnson becomes the first 
Democrat elected Texas a�orney general since 1994, 
defea�ng Republican state Sen. Mayes Middleton and 
ending more than a decade of Republican control of 
the office under former A�orney General Ken Paxton.

Throughout his campaign, Johnson argued that 
the Texas A�orney General's Office had dri�ed away 
from its tradi�onal responsibili�es and become overly 
focused on par�san poli�cal ba�les. He campaigned 
on a promise to restore what he described as the 
agency's core mission: protec�ng consumers, enforc-
ing child-support obliga�ons, comba�ng corrup�on, 
and providing impar�al legal services to the people of 
Texas.

One of Johnson's central policy themes is con-
sumer protec�on. He has pledged to aggressively en-
force laws against price gouging, consumer fraud, 
scams, unfair business prac�ces, and an�-compe��ve 
behavior. Johnson has argued that Texans need an 
a�orney general who serves consumers and honest 
businesses rather than powerful special interests. His 
campaign pla�orm emphasized increasing enforce-
ment against companies that exploit consumers while 
promo�ng fair compe��on throughout the Texas 
economy.

Johnson has also made government accountabil-
ity and an�-corrup�on efforts a major priority for his 
administra�on. He frequently cri�cized what he char-
acterized as poli�cal favori�sm and ethical failures in 
state government, promising that public officials 
would be inves�gated and prosecuted when war-
ranted regardless of poli�cal party. He has said restor-
ing integrity and public trust in the A�orney General's 
Office will be among his administra�on's first objec-
�ves.

Another significant component of Johnson's 
agenda is a renewed emphasis on the office's tradi-
�onal legal func�ons. He has pledged to improve 
child-support enforcement, issue �mely legal opinions 
that help state and local governments func�on effec-
�vely, increase transparency, and strengthen coopera-
�on with local governments. Johnson has repeatedly 
described his vision as a "back-to-basics" approach 
that focuses on the everyday responsibili�es of the 
a�orney general rather than headline-driven poli�cal 
li�ga�on.

On federal-state rela�ons, Johnson has signaled 
a drama�c departure from the approach taken by for-
mer A�orney General Ken Paxton. While Paxton fre-
quently challenged Democra�c administra�ons in 
court, Johnson has stated that he is prepared to sue 
the Trump administra�on when he believes federal ac-
�ons violate the Cons�tu�on or improperly interfere 
with Texas interests. He has pledged to work with 
other Democra�c a�orneys general around the coun-
try to challenge what he views as unlawful federal 
overreach.

Johnson has also indicated that civil rights pro-
tec�ons will receive greater a�en�on under his ad-
ministra�on. During the campaign, he highlighted the 
importance of defending individual rights, enforcing 
an�-discrimina�on laws, and ensuring equal treat-
ment under the law. Supporters say these priori�es re-
flect a broader effort to reposi�on the A�orney Gen-
eral's Office as an advocate for Texans rather than as a 
vehicle for par�san poli�cal objec�ves.

One of Johnson's first major policy announce-
ments a�er the elec�on concerned abor�on-related 
li�ga�on. He stated that he would not con�nue the 
prac�ce of suing out-of-state physicians who prescribe 
and mail abor�on medica�on to Texas pa�ents. John-
son argued that Texas law should not be used as a tool 
for in�mida�on or poli�cal showmanship and said he 
would respect other states' legal protec�ons for physi-
cians opera�ng within their jurisdic�ons. At the same 
�me, he acknowledged that the a�orney general does 
not have the authority to repeal Texas abor�on laws, 
which remain in place unless changed by the Legisla-
ture.

Johnson also campaigned on strengthening in-
s�tu�onal professionalism inside the A�orney Gen-
eral's Office. He has promised to recruit experienced 
public servants, improve workplace culture, and en-
sure that the office focuses on delivering competent 
legal representa�on for the State of Texas. He has ar-
gued that an agency dedicated to public service rather 
than poli�cal spectacle will be�er serve taxpayers and 
strengthen confidence in state government.

As he prepares to take office, Johnson has pre-
sented his elec�on as an opportunity to redefine the 
role of Texas' chief legal officer. Whether through con-
sumer protec�on enforcement, an�-corrup�on 
efforts, child-support collec�on, government trans-
parency, civil-rights advocacy, or legal challenges to 
federal policies he views as uncons�tu�onal, Johnson 
has promised what he describes as a "new era" for the 
Texas A�orney General's Office focused on public ser-
vice, accountability, and the rule of law.
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From left to right: District 4 Councilmember Chito Vela, Airbnb CEO Brian Chesky, Grandma Wisdom, former Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake, and Adam Powell, Executive Director of the Austin History Center Association, at the project announcement at the Austin Central Library.

$6.4 million to help build 201 homes here in St. John 
Airbnb is proud to support the St. John redevelopment project, which has 
broken ground on the construction of 201 new homes in the neighborhood. 
These homes cannot be used as short-term rentals.

— Grandma Wisdom

“Airbnb is doing something that’s 
never been done here before.”
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Mayor Watson Applauds Austin Voters for Approving 
$295 Million in Parks and Library Bonds

(AUSTIN, TX) - Aus�n Mayor Kirk Watson 
praised voters a�er residents approved two re-
quired tax-increasing bond proposi�ons totaling 
$295 million for parks, recrea�on facili�es, public 
pools, open spaces, and library improvements 
across the city. The measures, known as Proposi-
�on A and Proposi�on B, received strong voter 
support during the November elec�on and repre-
sent a major investment in Aus�n's public infra-
structure and quality of life.

The bond package includes $260 million ded-
icated to parks, recrea�on, aqua�c facili�es, and 
open space improvements through Proposi�on A, 
while Proposi�on B authorizes $35 million for li-
brary projects. Aus�n City Council placed the mea-
sures on the ballot earlier this year, arguing that 
aging facili�es, growing popula�on demands, and 
long-delayed capital needs required significant 
public investment.

According to unofficial elec�on results, Propo-
si�on A earned roughly 61% voter approval, while 
Proposi�on B received just over 60% support. The 
outcome signals that a majority of Aus�n residents 
were willing to support addi�onal public spending 
for community ameni�es despite ongoing con-
cerns about affordability and property taxes.

Speaking a�er the elec�on, Watson described 
the voter-approved bonds as investments in Aus�n's 
future. He emphasized that the city has ambi�ous 
goals and must deliver on the projects voters autho-
rized. Watson said the city's responsibility now is to 
complete the promised improvements efficiently, 
effec�vely, and with costs in mind.

The mayor's endorsement of the elec�on re-
sults is notable because earlier in the bond discus-
sion process he had expressed concerns about the 
impact on taxpayers. City es�mates indicated the 
bond package could increase annual property tax 
costs by approximately $41.60 for the average 
homeowner once the bonds are fully issued. De-
spite those reserva�ons, Watson welcomed the 
voters' decision and pledged to focus on imple-
menta�on.

Supporters of the parks bond argued that 
many public facili�es have reached a cri�cal stage 

where delaying improvements would ul�mately 
cost more. Funding from Proposi�on A will sup-
port a broad range of projects, including upgrades 
to recrea�on centers, park facili�es, aqua�c 
ameni�es, trails, playgrounds, athle�c fields, and 
the acquisi�on of addi�onal parkland. Planned in-
vestments also include work at facili�es such as 
the Doris Miller Auditorium, Mayfield Park, and 
several public pools that require major renova-
�ons or replacement of aging infrastructure.

Advocates emphasized that Aus�n's parks 
system has struggled to keep pace with rapid pop-
ula�on growth. Organiza�ons suppor�ng the bond 
package argued that investments in parks and 
open spaces improve public health, environmental 
sustainability, and neighborhood quality of life 
while preserving ameni�es that residents rely on 
every day.

The library bond, though smaller in size, is ex-
pected to have a significant impact on two major 
projects. Proposi�on B provides funding for the 
renova�on and expansion of the Hampton Branch 
at Oak Hill Library and supports development of a 
new library facility in the Colony Park area of 
Northeast Aus�n. Community leaders and library 
supporters have argued that both projects will 

help meet increasing demand for public library 
services, educa�onal programs, community gath-
ering spaces, and digital resources.

The elec�on results also carry broader po-
li�cal significance. In recent years, Aus�n officials 
have faced increased scru�ny over spending, 
taxes, and unspent bond funds from previous elec-
�ons. Passage of the parks and library bonds sug-
gests voters remain willing to fund highly visible 
community projects when they see clear public 
benefits and long-term value.

For supporters, the vote represents an en-
dorsement of Aus�n's commitment to maintaining 
public spaces, expanding recrea�onal opportuni-
�es, and inves�ng in educa�onal and cultural re-
sources. For city leaders, it now marks the begin-
ning of the more difficult task of turning voter ap-
proval into completed projects that improve daily 
life across the city.

As Aus�n con�nues to grow, the $295 million 
bond package is expected to shape neighborhoods 
and public facili�es for years to come. Mayor Wat-
son's post-elec�on message was clear: Aus�n vot-
ers made their choice, and city government must 
now deliver on the promises behind those invest-
ments.

By Villager staff
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Community Connections  

Resource Fair

Saturday, November 14 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Ojeda Middle School 
4900 McKinney Falls Pkwy | Austin, TX 78744

Join us for a fun-filled day  
for the whole family!

•	Enjoy free food, prizes and activities for the kids
•	Access health services
•	Interact with City of Austin departments
•	Connect with community agencies and local vendors
•	Discover resources to help lower your utility bill
•	Pick up groceries at the drive-thru food bank
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Republicans, Pete Hegseth, and the GOP’s Hunt
for the Great Scapegoat

By Villager staff

(VILLAGER) - In the a�ermath of the Republi-
can Party's total annihila�on in the 2026 midterm 
elec�on performance, a fierce internal debate has 
emerged over who bears responsibility for the 
losses. At the center of that dispute is Pete 
Hegseth, the Defense Secretary and one of the 
Trump administra�on's most visible advocates for 
the military campaign against Iran. While Presi-
dent Donald Trump has publicly defended 
Hegseth, many Republicans are increasingly por-
traying him as a convenient target for voter frus-
tra�on over the war and its poli�cal conse-
quences.

The elec�on results were a major setback for 
Republicans. Democrats regained control of both 
chambers of Congress, and Republican strategists 
immediately began searching for explana�ons. For 
many within the party, the prolonged conflict with 
Iran became the obvious culprit. Vice President JD 
Vance bluntly summarized the argument, sta�ng 
that "the reason we lost is the war."

That assessment has fueled a growing effort 
by some Republicans and Trump allies to place re-
sponsibility on Hegseth. Cri�cs argue that he was 
among the administra�on officials who strongly 
supported military ac�on and promoted expecta-
�ons of a swi� and successful outcome. As the 
conflict con�nued and poli�cal support weakened, 
those same Republican voices began ques�oning 

the Pentagon's strategy and the administra�on's 
handling of the war's domes�c consequences.

According to reports, lawmakers and party in-
siders have privately argued that Hegseth helped 
persuade President Trump to pursue military ac-
�on without a clear exit strategy or a comprehen-
sive plan for managing the poli�cal fallout. Some 
Republicans reportedly believe the administra�on 
underes�mated public concerns about rising 
costs, economic uncertainty, and growing war fa-
�gue.

Yet the debate goes beyond one individual. 
Cri�cs of the emerging narra�ve say it is poli�cally 
convenient for Republicans to focus on Hegseth 
while avoiding direct cri�cism of President Trump. 
A�er all, the decision to launch military opera�ons 
ul�mately rested with the commander in chief, not 
solely with his Defense Secretary. Even some Re-
publicans privately acknowledge that the party's 
losses cannot be explained by the Iran conflict 
alone. Infla�on concerns, affordability issues, and 
broader voter dissa�sfac�on also contributed to 
the electoral outcome.

President Trump's public comments have re-
flected that tension. While reports indicate he has 
discussed Hegseth's future with advisers, Trump 
has repeatedly stated that the Defense Secretary is 
doing "a very good job" and denied that he is ac-
�vely seeking a replacement. The White House has 

similarly maintained that the president retains 
confidence in Hegseth's leadership.

The specula�on surrounding Hegseth's future 
has intensified as impeachment efforts gain a�en-
�on in Washington. Reports indicate that mem-
bers of Congress are preparing addi�onal chal-
lenges to the Defense Secretary, and some Repub-
lican figures have openly discussed whether lead-
ership changes are necessary following the party's 
defeat.

For Republicans, the poli�cal danger is clear. 
If the party blames Hegseth alone, cri�cs may ac-
cuse leaders of avoiding a broader examina�on of 
strategic and poli�cal decisions made throughout 
the administra�on. If they spread responsibility 
more widely, they risk opening divisions within the 
party and poten�ally challenging President 
Trump's leadership heading into the next phase of 
his presidency.

The controversy highlights a familiar pa�ern 
in American poli�cs. A�er major electoral defeats, 
par�es o�en search for a single figure to embody 
broader frustra�ons. Whether Hegseth ul�mately 
remains Defense Secretary or becomes the chief 
scapegoat for Republican losses remains uncer-
tain. What is clear is that the ba�le over account-
ability has already begun, and it may shape Repub-
lican poli�cs as much as the elec�on results them-
selves.

Trump Says He Will End Billions in U.S. Military Aid 
to Israel, Signaling Major Shift in Foreign Policy

By Villager staff

(VILLAGER) - Presi-
dent Donald Trump has 
announced that the 
United States will end 
roughly $4 billion in an-
nual military aid to Is-
rael by the end of 2026, 
a declara�on that, if im-
plemented, would 
mark one of the most 
significant changes in 
U.S.-Israel rela�ons in 
decades. According to 
interviews and subse-
quent repor�ng, Trump 
said he had reached an 
understanding with Is-
raeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to 
phase out the aid, argu-
ing that Israel has be-
come economically and 
militarily strong enough 
to no longer require di-
rect American assis-
tance.

Speaking during 
an interview on Fox 
News, Trump said, 
“They’ve become a 
very successful country. 
They don’t need it, and 
we won’t be paying 
anymore.” He added 
that the United States 
would s�ll support Is-
rael if necessary and 
emphasized that the 
two na�ons would re-
main close allies.

The announce-
ment immediately 
drew interna�onal 
a�en�on because Is-
rael has long been the 
largest recipient of U.S. 
military assistance. Un-
der a 10-year memo-
randum of understand-
ing signed during a pre-
vious administra�on, 
Israel receives approxi-
mately $3.8 billion an-
nually in military aid, 
with much of the fund-
ing used to purchase 
American-made de-
fense equipment. The 
agreement is currently 
scheduled to remain in 

effect through 2028.
Trump framed the 

move partly as a re-
sponse to domes�c po-
li�cal pressures. During 
his remarks, he sug-
gested that U.S. aid to 
Israel had become a po-
li�cal issue used by 
Democra�c candidates 
and cri�cs of the Re-
publican Party. He ar-
gued that con�nuing to 
provide billions of dol-
lars annually to a pros-
perous ally creates an 
unnecessary poli�cal li-
ability when Israel is ca-
pable of financing more 
of its own defense 
needs.

The proposal ap-
pears to echo com-
ments made earlier by 
Netanyahu, who previ-
ously expressed inter-
est in gradually reduc-
ing Israel's dependence 
on American military 
assistance. Netanyahu 
said in a televised inter-
view earlier this year 
that he would like Israel 
to eventually “wean” it-
self from U.S. military 
support and reduce the 
financial component of 
the rela�onship over 
�me. However, he de-
scribed a gradual tran-
si�on spanning roughly 
a decade rather than an 
abrupt cutoff.

Ques�ons remain 
about whether Trump 
can implement the pol-
icy unilaterally. Con-
gressional approval 
plays a major role in 
foreign aid appropria-
�ons, and the current 
aid package is embed-
ded within a long-term 
bilateral agreement. 
Analysts note that end-
ing assistance before 
the expira�on of the 
memorandum could re-
quire legisla�ve ac�on 
and would likely en-

counter scru�ny from 
lawmakers in both par-
�es.

Israeli officials re-
portedly were sur-
prised by the an-
nouncement, and re-
quests for clarifica�on 
from both the Israeli 
government and the 
White House ini�ally 
went unanswered. Op-
posi�on figures in Israel 
called on Netanyahu to 
explain whether such 
an agreement exists 
and what its implica-
�ons might be for Is-
rael's long-term secu-
rity planning.

Supporters of 
Trump's proposal argue 
that Israel's modern 
economy, advanced 
military capabili�es, 
and thriving defense in-
dustry jus�fy ending di-
rect U.S. aid. They con-
tend that the rela�on-
ship should evolve from 
one based on assis-
tance to one centered 
on strategic partner-
ship, intelligence shar-
ing, joint military exer-
cises, and defense tech-
nology coopera�on. 
Cri�cs, however, warn 
that military aid re-
mains an important 
symbol of America's 
commitment to Israel's 
security and helps 
maintain Israel's quali-
ta�ve military edge in a 
vola�le region.

Even if direct fund-
ing ends, experts note 
that close military co-
opera�on between the 
two countries would al-
most certainly con-
�nue. Israel remains 
heavily integrated with 
American defense sys-
tems and purchases 
large quan��es of U.S. 
military hardware. 
Trump himself empha-
sized that Israel would 

s�ll be free to buy 
American weapons and 
that Washington would 
con�nue to assist its 
ally when necessary.

The announce-
ment comes at a �me 
when U.S. policy to-
ward Israel has become 
increasingly debated 

across the poli�cal 
spectrum. Public opin-
ion, the Gaza conflict, 
regional security con-
cerns, and broader 
ques�ons about foreign 
aid have all contributed 
to renewed scru�ny of 
America's longstanding 
financial commitment 

to Israel. Whether 
Trump's pledge be-
comes official policy or 
remains a poli�cal 
statement will likely de-
pend on future nego�a-
�ons with Congress and 
the response of both Is-
raeli and American poli-
cymakers.
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Future Ancestors Weekend Celebrates Black 
Creativity and History at Huston-Tillotson University

By: Melissa Fontene�e-Mitchell | Special to the Villager

(AUSTIN, TX) — Huston-Tillotson University 
hosted Future Ancestors: Black Creators on Blue-
bonnet Hill, a three-day celebra�on held October 
30–November 1, 2026. Presented by Reggie Rap’s 
Room in associa�on with NEO GRIOT, with the 
Aus�n Film Fes�val as a programming partner, the 
event featured film screenings, music, perfor-
mances, panels, and oral histories celebra�ng 
Black crea�vity and cultural heritage.

Friday’s opening program, “Open the Ar-
chive,” featured an “Earnes�ne Strickland Fireside 
Chat,” connec�ng the university’s history with con-
temporary Black crea�ve voices. Moderated by 
Ryan Fontene�e-Mitchell, the conversa�on high-
lighted Ms. Strickland’s remarkable legacy as Hus-
ton-Tillotson University’s long�me registrar. Hav-
ing served the university for more than 50 years, 
she has personally helped more than 5,100 gradu-
ates earn their degrees. Strickland shared how her 
own journey at HTU led to a lifelong career of ser-
vice. Her message to students was clear: complete 
your educa�on, discover your purpose, and give 
back to your community.

Sunday’s “Mapping Black Aus�n” panel fea-

tured three Aus�n na�ves: Ryan Fontene�e-
Mitchell, Miriam Conner, and Harrison Eppright. 
The discussion explored who tells Aus�n’s African 
American stories, the importance of preserving 
historic buildings, and the need to educate future 
genera�ons about Freedmen’s communi�es and 
the city’s rich Black history.

Future Ancestors was more than a celebra-
�on of Black crea�vity; it was a powerful reminder 
that preserving history requires par�cipa�on, in-
ten�onal storytelling, and a commitment to pass-
ing knowledge forward. Throughout the weekend, 
speakers and par�cipants emphasized the impor-
tance of eleva�ng community voices and ensuring 
future genera�ons understand the stories and 
contribu�ons of those who came before them.

As the next genera�on of creators, historians, 
and community leaders’ step forward, the mes-
sage is clear: We must preserve our history, tell our 
stories, honor those who came before us, and cre-
ate opportuni�es for future genera�ons to carry 
our legacy forward.

Follow Melissa at h�ps://www.instagram.
com/north_starphotography/

Ryan Fontenette-Mitchell and Ms. Strickland
All photos courtesy Melissa Fontenette-Mitchell

Panel Ryan Fontenette-Mitchell, Miriam Conner
and Harrison Eppright Moderated Rudi Dizer

Ms. Earnestine Strickland

STATEMENT: Congressional Progressive Caucus 
PAC on the Midterms

Congressional Progressive Caucus PAC Co-chairs Greg Casar, Pramila Jayapal and
Maxwell Frost released the following statement on Tuesday night’s midterm results.

“[Tuesday night], voters delivered a mandate 
for bold change to bring down costs, root out cor-
rup�on and end foreign wars.  A record-breaking 
number of CPC PAC’s candidates won in swing dis-
tricts, including Randy Villegas, Will Lawrence, Bob 
Brooks, Sam Forstag, and Katy Padilla Stout.  And 
all across the country, new members of Congress 
campaigned on progressive ideas like taking on the 
billionaire class and ending corporate price goug-
ing. We are grateful to Democra�c leadership, vot-

ers, and volunteers for believing in our candidates 
and making these historic wins possible.

“But we can’t take a good midterm as a sign 
that all our problems are solved. Democrats now 
have to show people we will fight to deliver on our 
campaign promises. We should pass bold pro-
worker policies and dare the President to veto 
them. Let Trump show the country how out of 
touch he is and let us show Americans that we are 
figh�ng for them.”

Congressional Progressive Caucus Fueled 
Democrats’ Historic Night

On Wednesday, Congressional Progressive 
Caucus PAC (CPC PAC) leadership and newly elected 
members hosted a press call to discuss Democrats’ 
historic midterm elec�ons, in which voters deliv-
ered a mandate for bold change to bring down 
costs, root out corrup�on and end foreign wars.  
CPC Chair Rep. Greg Casar and CPC PAC Co-Chairs 
Rep. Pramila Jayapal and Rep. Maxwell Frost were 
joined on the call by several of the CPC’s Red to Blue 
winners, Reps.-elect Randy Villegas (CA-22), Katy 
Padilla Stout (TX-23), Will Lawrence (MI-07) and 
Sam Forstag (MT-1).

On elec�on night, progressives flipped five 
Red-to-Blue districts.All three Frontline incumbents 
backed by the CPC PAC are also projected to win.  
CPC PAC-endorsed candidates won mul�ple dis-
tricts that President Trump carried by over 10 points 
in 2024. Ini�al results show CPC Red-to-Blue and 
Frontline candidates averaging a 17 point swing to 
the le� over Trump’s district performance in 2024—
not including Randy Villegas’ 33 point lead in a dis-
trict Democrats have historically struggled to win, 
with one third of the vote s�ll le� to count.  The CPC 
will welcome over 25 new members to the caucus 
in the next Congress.

“This elec�on cycle, the Progressive Caucus 
made a big new bet. By endorsing populist candi-
dates in seats that Trump won, we can show that 
our message can win anywhere. And because of the 
hard work of our excellent candidates, that bet paid 
off,” said CPC Chair Rep. Greg Casar.“This is a mes-

sage that people in this country are mad as hell and 
are giving Democrats a shot to show them we can 
do something about it, and so it's our turn to take 
them up on that opportunity.”

Specifically among the Red-to-Blue candidates, 
Padilla Stout won a 23 point swing over Trump’s dis-
trict performance in 2024, Forstag a 17 point swing, 
and Brooks a 15 point swing.  Frontline incumbents 
Rep. Nellie Pou (NJ-09) won a 36 point swing, Rep. 
Steven Horsford (NV-04) won a 22 point swing, and 
Rep. Darren Soto (FL-09) won an 18 point swing. 
Randy Villegas’ current lead in CA-22 represents 

more than a 30 point swing as votes con�nue to be 
counted.

“The issues that were most important to voters 
across the country, affordability, corrup�on, immi-
gra�on, these issues were issues that the Congres-
sional Progressive Caucus was front and center on in 
Congress over the last two years,” said CPC PAC Co-
Chair Rep. Pramila Jayapal.“On all of these issues, we 
really were first out to say, ‘Let's fight, not fold.’”

“We have won immense amounts of poli�cal 
power, and now it's the most important �me, which 
is to deliver so we can keep that poli�cal power,” 
said CPC PAC Co-Chair Rep. Maxwell Frost.“And the 
way that we're gonna keep Democrats in office, 
keep this House majority, and keep a las�ng major-
ity in the House and Senate, and eventually take the 
White House, is by passing bold pieces of legisla�on 
that show people that when you vote a Democrat in 
office, your life becomes be�er.”

TEXAS WOKE 
UP DIFFERENT
By Austin Justice Coalition
Ishia Lynette (Executive Director) & 
Chas Moore (Organizing Director)

Hi , 
And we think it's important that we take a mo-

ment to recognize what it took to get here. This didn't 
happen overnight, and it certainly didn't happen be-
cause the poli�cal climate suddenly became more fa-
vorable. It happened because everyday people, orga-
nizers, advocates, and communi�es con�nued to be-
lieve that Texas could be different, even when the odds 
suggested otherwise. We’ve spent years doing this 
work, and one thing we know for certain is that 
progress is never accidental. It is built through rela�on-
ships, persistence, sacrifice, and people who refuse to 
accept that things have to stay the way they are.

A�er years of being told this state would never 
change, a�er years of organizers being dismissed, 
communi�es being ignored, voters being suppressed, 
and people being told to accept poli�cs as usual, Tex-
ans showed up and changed the poli�cal landscape of 
this state. And yes, we should celebrate. We should 
celebrate the organizers who kept organizing when no-
body was paying a�en�on, the people who knocked 
doors, registered voters, made calls, showed up at the 
Capitol, tes�fied late into the night, marched, 
protested, educated their neighbors, and refused to 
give up on Texas.

But let us be crystal clear: we did not fight this 
hard just to change the names on the doors. A blue 
Texas does not automa�cally mean a just Texas. Our 
communi�es s�ll need affordable housing, fully 
funded schools, healthcare, living wages, dignity for 
immigrant families, protec�on of our democracy, and 
real public safety that does not rely on over-policing 
Black and Brown communi�es. The people we elected 
now have a responsibility to turn campaign promises 
into policy.

That means our work is not finished because 
Elec�on Day is over. Accountability cannot disappear 
when preferred candidates win. If we demanded trans-
parency, jus�ce, courage, and ac�on from the people 
who held power before, we have to demand the same 
thing now. Movement work cannot become team 
sports. Aus�n Jus�ce Coali�on has never existed to 
protect poli�cians. We exist to protect people.

We are excited to return to the Texas Legislature 
with a poli�cal landscape many people told us we would 
never see. But we are not going back as spectators. We 
are going back as organizers, advocates, and community 
members who understand that poli�cians do not give 
people power. Organized people create power.

So celebrate this moment. We earned some joy. 
But do not confuse celebra�on with comple�on. We 
s�ll need you making calls, reading bills, contac�ng 
lawmakers, showing up at town halls, tes�fying, and 
organizing your neighbors. And when elected officials 
forget the promises they made to our communi�es, 
we need to be loud enough to remind them.

Texas changed at the ballot box. Now it is our re-
sponsibility to make sure that change reaches our 
schools, neighborhoods, budgets, laws, families, and 
the people who have been pushed to the margins for 
far too long.

As we move into this next chapter,  remember 
that our responsibility is bigger than any elec�on cycle. 
At Aus�n Jus�ce Coali�on, our commitment has al-
ways been to the communi�es we serve. That commit-
ment doesn't shi� based on who wins, who holds 
office, or which poli�cal party has the majority. Our 
communi�es deserve more than access to decision-
makers. They deserve policies, resources, and systems 
that actually improve their lives.

We have an opportunity in front of us, but oppor-
tunity requires par�cipa�on. It requires us to stay en-
gaged, stay cri�cal, and con�nue organizing even when 
the poli�cal condi�ons feel more favorable. Let’s carry 
the energy of this moment into the work ahead, be-
cause the people who made this possible deserve to 
experience the change they've spent years figh�ng for.

The work con�nues. And we'll be right there do-
ing it with you.

See y'all at the Capitol!



THE DISPATCHPAGE 6 - THE VILLAGER/November 6, 2026 www.theaustinvillager.com

Georgia’s New Era Is About More Than Its Victories
By Thomas Wya� | EIC, The Villager

(GEORGIA) – Before I give you the details of 
this magnificent historical feat in the annuals of 
Black progression, I just wish to say two things. 
First, congratula�ons to all the women you are 
about to read about. For it is a true honor to write 
about them and the achievement they have be-
stowed upon the lineage of our culture. Secondly, 
I wish my mother, Barbara, my father, Tommie, and 
my first-born daughter, Angela, could have been 
here the witness this monumental triumph over 
adversity given our current state of events. Never 
underes�mate the power of a Black woman!

History is o�en described as a door suddenly 
opening. In reality, it is usually the result of gener-
a�ons pushing against a wall that was never sup-
posed to move. The elec�on of Keisha Lance 
Bo�oms as Georgia’s governor, alongside the vic-
tories of at least seven other women in statewide 
offices, represents not simply a poli�cal shi�, but 
the visible outcome of decades of work by women 
who organized, voted, advocated, governed, and 
refused to accept that leadership belonged exclu-
sively to men.

Georgia voters have elected Bo�oms as the 
first female governor in state history and the first 
Black woman elected governor of any U.S. state. At 
the same �me, women won statewide offices that 
include Tanya Miller-a�orney general, Penny 
Brown Reynolds-secretary of state, Nikki Porcher-
labor commissioner, Keisha Waites-insurance 
commissioner, Katherine Juhan-Armold-agricul-
ture commissioner, Lydia Powell-state school su-
perintendent, and Shelia Edwards-Public Service 
District 5.

Without ques�on, the significance of these 
victories extends far beyond representa�on alone. 
Representa�on ma�ers because power ma�ers. 
The people who hold public office influence deci-
sions affec�ng vo�ng rights, educa�on, economic 
opportunity, consumer protec�on, public safety, 
health care, and access to government itself. For 
genera�ons, many of these ins�tu�ons were man-

aged almost exclusively by men, even as women 
carried much of the responsibility for sustaining 
families, communi�es, schools, and civic life. 
Georgia’s elec�on results suggest a growing recog-
ni�on that leadership should reflect the people 
being served.

Perhaps no story be�er captures the meaning 
of this moment than Bo�oms' reflec�on on her 
family's journey from enslavement to the gover-
nor's mansion. Bo�oms spoke of her great-great-
grandmother, born before emancipa�on, and of 
an enslaved ancestor whose name appeared in an 
1860 property record. More than a century and a 
half later, a descendant of that family has been 
elected to lead the very state where that ancestor 
was held in bondage.

You should recognize this is not merely a per-
sonal achievement. It is evidence of how democ-
racy can expand when barriers rooted in race and 
gender begin to fall. For communi�es historically 
pushed to the margins, symbolic victories are im-
portant because they challenge the narra�ves 
used to jus�fy exclusion. Yet symbolism alone is 
not enough.

The true test of this elec�on will not be found 
in celebratory headlines. It will be found in 
whether public policy improves the lives of ordi-
nary Georgians. It will be found in whether work-
ing families can afford housing, whether children 
receive quality educa�on, whether health care be-
comes more accessible, whether vo�ng rights are 
protected, and whether government remains ac-
countable to the public rather than powerful inter-
ests. Jus�ce demands outcomes, not just mile-
stones.

That standard should apply equally to every 
elected official, regardless of race or gender. 
Women in public office should not be burdened 
with unrealis�c expecta�ons, nor should they be 
shielded from legi�mate scru�ny. Equity means 
neither lowering the bar nor raising it unfairly. It 
means ensuring that everyone receives a fair op-

portunity to lead and an equal obliga�on to de-
liver.

The elec�on of Penny Brown Reynolds as the 
first Black woman elected Georgia secretary of 
state and Tanya Miller as the first woman elected 
a�orney general further demonstrates how 
rapidly Georgia’s poli�cal landscape is changing. 
These offices oversee func�ons that are funda-
mental to democra�c par�cipa�on and public 
trust. Their victories carry special importance be-
cause they place women in posi�ons historically 
associated with ins�tu�onal power, elec�on ad-
ministra�on, and the enforcement of law.

The broader lesson extends beyond Georgia. 
Across the South and across America, communi-
�es are demanding leadership that be�er reflects 
the diversity of lived experiences within the elec-
torate. Women, par�cularly Black women, have 
long served as organizers, advocates, educators, 
and community builders. Their influence has 
shaped public life for genera�ons, o�en without 
the corresponding authority of elected office. 
These elec�on results suggest that voters are in-
creasingly willing to align poli�cal power with civic 
leadership that has already existed on the ground.

A jus�ce-centered reading of this moment 
does not declare victory over inequality. It recog-
nizes progress while understanding that progress 
remains incomplete. The elec�on of women to 
high office does not automa�cally erase dispari�es 
in wealth, health, educa�on, or opportunity. It 
does, however, expand the possibili�es of who can 
lead and whose voices can be heard.

Georgia’s new era is not important because 
Black women have taken charge of top offices. It is 
important because voters have expanded the 
boundaries of democra�c par�cipa�on and repre-
senta�on. The greater challenge begins now: 
transforming historic victories into las�ng jus�ce. 
The measure of this moment will not be the 
records broken on Elec�on Day, but the lives im-
proved in the years that follow.

SHELIA
EDWARDS

PUBLIC SERVICE
DISTRICT 5

CHARI KELLY ELECTED TO TEXAS SUPREME 
COURT AS WOMEN GAIN HISTORIC MAJORITY

ALFRED STANLEY & ASSOCIATES
AUSTIN, TX � JUSTICE CHARI KELLY WON 

TUESDAY'S ELECTION FOR PLACE 2 ON THE TEXAS 
SUPREME COURT, DEFEATING INCUMBENT JUS-
TICE JAMES P. SULLIVAN. HER ELECTION IS PART 
OF A HISTORIC RESULT THAT WILL GIVE WOMEN 
SEVEN OF THE COURT'S NINE SEATS FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN ITS REGULAR HISTORY.

ACCORDING TO UNOFFICIAL RETURNS 
FROM THE TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE, KELLY 
RECEIVED MORE THAN 5 MILLION VOTES, OR 
52.2 PERCENT, AND LEADS SULLIVAN BY MORE 
THAN 429,000 VOTES. THE HOUSTON CHRONI-
CLE DECLARED KELLY THE WINNER WEDNES-
DAY MORNING.

"THE CONFIDENCE THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS 
HAVE PLACED IN ME MEANS A GREAT DEAL," 
KELLY SAID. "I WILL CONTINUE TO APPROACH 
EVERY CASE WITH THE SAME COMMITMENT 
TO FAIRNESS, IMPARTIALITY, AND THE RULE OF 
LAW THAT HAS GUIDED ME THROUGHOUT MY 
JUDICIAL CAREER."

KELLY IS ONE OF FOUR DEMOCRATIC 
WOMEN ELECTED TO THE SUPREME COURT 
TUESDAY, JOINING MAGGIE ELLIS, KRISTEN 
HAWKINS, AND GISELA D. TRIANA. TOGETHER 
WITH REPUBLICAN JUSTICES DEBRA 

LEHRMANN, JANE BLAND, AND REBECA 
AIZPURU HUDDLE, THEY WILL CONSTITUTE THE 
FIRST FEMALE MAJORITY IN THE COURT'S REG-
ULAR HISTORY. THE ONLY PRECEDENT WAS A 
SPECIAL ALL�WOMAN COURT APPOINTED IN 
1925 TO HEAR A SINGLE CASE.

"THIS IS A REMARKABLE MOMENT IN 
TEXAS HISTORY," KELLY SAID. "FOR THE FIRST 
TIME, WOMEN ELECTED FROM BOTH POLITI-
CAL PARTIES WILL CONSTITUTE A MAJORITY OF 
THE SUPREME COURT. THAT IS WORTH CELE-
BRATING. BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT THING 
ABOUT THE COURT IS NOT WHO SITS ON IT. IT 
IS THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS WHOM IT SERVES."

TUESDAY'S ELECTION WILL ALSO BRING 
DEMOCRATIC WOMEN BACK TO THE TEXAS 
SUPREME COURT FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 
JUSTICE ROSE SPECTOR, THE FIRST WOMAN 
ELECTED TO THE COURT, LEFT OFFICE IN 1998.

KELLY WAS ELECTED TO THE THIRD COURT 
OF APPEALS IN 2018 AND REELECTED IN 2024. 
SHE HAS AUTHORED MORE THAN 800 APPEL-
LATE OPINIONS AND IS BOARD CERTIFIED IN 
CRIMINAL LAW AND JUDICIAL ADMINISTRA-
TION. SHE HAS TAUGHT TRIAL ADVOCACY AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF LAW 

FOR NEARLY 20 YEARS AND SERVED AS PRESI-
DENT OF THE AUSTIN BAR ASSOCIATION AND 
CHAIR OF THE AUSTIN BAR FOUNDATION.

PREVIOUSLY, KELLY SERVED AS AN ASSIS-
TANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY IN TRAVIS AND CO-
MAL COUNTIES AND AN ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 
GENERAL OF TEXAS. KELLY IS A U.S. ARMY VET-
ERAN.

KELLY

TEXAS IS BLUE!
SAVE OUR SCHOOLS!
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