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Tommy Wyatt

It's that time of

year again

How can it be the end of 2008
aready? The time is going by
too quickly.

In spite of the economic con-
ditions that we are now facing,
westill havealot to be thankful
for. First of all we can be thank-
ful that we are still on this side
of eternity. After seeing so many
of our friends and relatives go
to the great beyond this year, it
could leave one kind of de-
pressed.

However, there have been
some very eventful mile stones
this. Recently | attended my col-
legereunionin Dallas. | attended
Bishop College. And athough
the school was closed years age,
we graduates still take time out
every two years to meet up and
share our experiences. It is an
event that weall look forward to
attending and sharing with each
other about what we have been
doing since we last met.

One of the interesting things
about our reunion is that some
of usfinished at the old campus
in Marshall, Texas. The school
moved to Dallasin 1961 and the
rest of the graduates finished
fromthat campus. But wedll have
onethingin common andthatis
adegreefrom Bishop.

The campusis now being oc-
cupied by Paul Quinn College,
who moved from Waco to Dal-
lasto take over the Bishop cam-
pus after the school was closed.
Paul Quinn has been very sup-
portive of the Bishop graduates
and continue to cooperate with
them in having their events on
their campus. They also have
maintai ned the records of Bishop
and they are being maintained
by the former keeper of the
records from the old school.

We have created a scholarship
fund for students the students
inthename of theformer Bishop
official, J. D. Hurd.

This year Emmit Thomas, a
former Bishop graduate and out-
standing football player, wasin-
ducted into the Football Hall of
Fame. That isquitean honor for
someonefromasmall school like
Bishop. Hisinduction into this
program will provide a perma-
nent record that Bishop College
existed even after all of the old
graduates have passed off the
scene.

One thing that we do not
spend enough timedoing isgiv-
ing thanks for the many bless-
ings that have been bestowed
upon us. If we will take more
time giving thanks instead of
complaining, we al would be a
lot happier. Sotakealittletime
this Thanksgiving to count your
many blessingsinstead of com-
plaining, we all might bealittle
happier.

As we prepare to inddl a new
adminigrationintheWhiteHouse,
dl Americans should be thankful
for the incredible journey that we
have just witnessed in the dection
of Barack Obamaasour president.
Happy Thanksgiving Mr. Presi-
dent!!
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Prarie View A& M
Launches Lecture Series In
Honor of Texas Sate Senator
Royce West

Senator Royce West

PRAIRIEVIEW, Texas—
Prairie View A&M University is
pleased to announce the launch
of the Royce West Lecture Series,
in honor of Texas State Senator
Royce West of Dallas. The lec-
ture series was announced dur-
ing an official inaugural event
held last month during
PVAMU'’s 2008 Homecoming
celebration.

The Royce West Lecture
Series was created to serve as a
forum for prominent public fig-
ures to dialogue with PVAMU
students about political and so-
cial issues. Held in the audito-
rium of the College of Juvenile
Justice and Psychology Build-
ing, the launch event drew a
crowd of more than 300, which
included distinguished guests,
alumni, students, faculty and
staff.

For the kick-off event, the
university invited panelists to
discuss the social and political
climate in the U.S. and around
the world. Panelists included,
Democratic National Committee
and Texas Rep. Al Edwards,
Prairie View A&M alumnus
Carlton Singleton, senior Politi-
cal Science major Zakiya Farr,
and Kentucky State Senator

Gerald Neal.

During the historicevent,
Senator West was acknowl-
edged by PVAMU President, Dr.
George C. Wrightfor hisimpor-
tant contributions asastate sena-
tor and for his strong commit-
mentto PVAMU. In hisremarks
to students, Senator West
stressed the importance of being
politically engaged and encour-
aged studentstovote inthe Nov.
2008 election, which resulted in
thelargestPVAMU studentvoter
participation in more than ade-
cade. West further explained the
current economic status of the
U.S. and reiterated the need for
positive change. He also stressed
his hope for the lecture series to
bring together scholars that will
challenge social norms and fos-
ter discussions on public policy.

All of whom stated how
proud of Prairie View students
they were for their efforts in vot-
ing rightsand there understand-
ing of the importance to express
that right. Senator West also in-
formed the crowd that he, along
with Edwards intend to con-
tinue to work to get voting polls
onthecampus.

Senior Education major,
Chasity Long stated, “Senator
West is very informing and in-
spirational. lam from Dallasand
he presides over the district
where | reside. Since he hasbeen
therewe have seenalotofchange
and growth in the community
and he also grants opportuni-
ties to individuals from the
Southern part of Dallas.”

Prairie View Mayor Frank
D. Jackson ended the program
by declaring Oct. 9 “Royce West
Day” in the city of Prairie View
and presented Senator West
with a key to the city.

Susan Combs Recommends
Home Energy Ratings to Increase
Energy Efficiency

(AUSTIN) — If every
single-family home in Texas
increased its energy effi-
ciency by 20 percent, the
energy savings would add
up to more than $13.7 bil-
lion over seven years. A
single household could po-
tentially save $1,791 to
$2,507 on electricity bills
over that period, and with
87 percent of Texas’ 6.3 mil-
lion homes valued at
$200,000 or less, this effi-
ciency gain represents sig-
nificant savings to most
Texas families.

A new report by Texas
Comptroller Susan Combs
says significant energy sav-
ings are possible if consum-
ers are armed with credible,
understandable energy effi-
ciency information when

buying a home or consider-
ing home energy upgrades.

“When you shop for a
car, you can look at the gas
mileage rating,” Combs
said. “There is no widely
used energy rating system
for homes.”

Energy evaluation sys-
tems, home energy ratings
and mortgage programs al-
lowing buyers to roll the
cost of energy improvements
into their home loans have
existed for years, but the
public is largely unaware of
them. Requiring mandatory
energy ratings on millions
of homes would be difficult
to implement. Instead,
Combs’ report advocates
consumer education and a
voluntary energy rating
system.

“As energy costs in-
crease, and as concerns for
national energy security
and the environment
heighten, consumer aware-
ness is changing,” Combs
said. “With relevant, accu-
rate information, the power
to save energy is in the
hands of the consumer. And
if consumers want energy
efficient homes, the market-
place will respond.”

Texas A&M University
is developing an online rat-
ings tool for consumers who

See Combs pages
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Top PR Mogul says Obama
" Revolutionized Palitics’

By. Bankole Thompson
Special to the NNPA from the
Michigan Chronicle

DETROIT (NNPA) -
Ofield Dukes, a teacher of
communications often re-
ferred to as the dean of public
relations in Washington,
D.C., said the presidential
campaign of Sen. Barack
Obama ran excellent public
relations with voters from the
start of the campaign to Elec-
tion Day.

The Detroit native and
former Michigan Chronicle
editorial writer and colum-
nist, who left Detroit in 1964
after landing an appointment
with then Vice President
Hubert Humphrey, was in
Detroit recently to address the
Public Relations Student So-
ciety of America (PRSSA).
In an interview Dukes said
Sen. John McCain’s cam-
paign was a public relations
blunder. Political analysts
have faulted McCain for the
many missteps of the cam-
paign, including his defense
of Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin’s
scanty national experience as
he pushed her candidacy for
vice president of the United
States.

’Obama has been a
phenomenal example of cre-
ative public relations,” Dukes
said. ’"He has revolutionized
politics through the use of ef-
fective communication.”

Caption: Ofield Dukes Credit :The History Makers.com

He said the use of the Internet
and social networking sites
like Facebook and Myspace
the Obama campaign used to
raise reach young people and
raise funds have redefined
public relations.
“Thatisanew outlet for
public relations,” Dukes said.
During the campaign Obama
came under fire from the Re-
publican attack machine and
McCain for being inexperi-
enced and unfit to become
commander in chief.
The Illinois senator fired back

that the next president would
need more than being a fine
soldier. Judgment, he said, is
what would be most impor-
tant given the Irag war. Dur-
ing the Democratic National
Convention, on the day of his
nomination at the INVESCO
Field, Obama introduced to
an 80,000 strong crowd a
group of four-star army and
air force generals who all tes-
tified publicly that Obama
has passed the commander-
in-chief threshold.

See Obamapages

Slaves Bulilt the White House

By. Bonnie V. Winston
Special to the NNPA from the
Richmond Free Press
(NNPA) - When the
new First Family takes up
residence in the White
House in January, Barack
and Michelle Obama and
their daughters will be liv-
ing in a historic mansion
that was built in large mea-
sure with slave labor. From
the early 1790s when the
cornerstone of the White
House was laid, to the
mansion’s rebuilding in
1815 after a ruinous fire,
the talent and labor of Af-
rican-American slaves
went into creating what is
still considered today as
America’s finest 18th-cen-
tury stone building.

According to the
White House Historical
Association, commission-
ers charged by Congress to
build the White House and
the newly created District
of Columbia under the di-
rection of the president
hoped to import workers
from Europe. But the re-
cruitment efforts were dis-
mal, according to the asso-
ciation, and they turned to
slaves to provide the bulk
of the labor.

Free African-Ameri-
cans and immigrant Scots
also participated in the
construction.  Skilled
slaves — from quarrymen
to carpenters and brick
makers to sawyers —
turned raw materials into
the lumber, stone, brick
and nails that ultimately
became the home at 1600
Pennsylvania Ave. Slaves
quarried and cut the rough
stone from the
government’s quarry at
Aquia, in Northern Vir-

ginia.

They also turned out
bricks used for the tempo-
rary worker huts that were
built on the grounds. Much
of the lumber came from a
slavemanaged mill at
White Oak Swamp near
Richmond. Many of the
slaves were rented out by
their owners to help con-
struct the landmark, docu-
ments from the period
show.

The owners were
paid $5 a month. Slaves
“handled carpentry,
cleared the grounds,
worked in the quarries and
lumber mills and poured
concrete,” according to a
2005 article in “The Cri-
sis,” the national
NAACP’s magazine. “Fed
cornbread, beef and pork
and living in huts on the
Capitol grounds, the
slaves were also given
medical attention. The cost
of clothing and inocula-
tions were docked from the
slaveowners’ rent,” the ar-
ticle stated. When the
White House was nearly
finished in late 1800s,
President John Adams of
Massachusetts was its first

occupant. The second oc-
cupant, Thomas Jefferson
of Virginia, started a tra-
dition that continued with
other slave-holding presi-
dents — they brought their
personal slaves to help
staff the White House.

In 1801, President
Jefferson took about a
dozen slaves from
Monticello with him as he
set up occupancy in the
White House. Many lived
in quarters on the White
House’s first floor, while
others slept on the second
floor in the first family’s
quarters. While largely
overlooked, the role of
slaves in building the
president’s home has
drawn some attention in
recent years. In 2005, Con-
gress created a task force
to recognize the role of
slaves in the construction of the
White House, the Capitol and
other government buildings in
the nation’s capital. A proposal
tobuildamemorial toslaves later
was introduced in Congress, but
notapproved.

However, Congress has
authorized the Smithsonian to
develop the National Museum
of African-American History
and Culture.
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